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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE 

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

IN RE THE 
ADOPTION OF UNIVERSAL CITATIONS 

FOR APPELLATE OPINIONS 

GENERAL ORDER NO. 2001- \ ot) 

ORDER 
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WHEREAS, the matter came on for consideration upon the Court's own motion to adopt a public 

domain citation format for appellate opinions, as described under rules 10.3.1 and 10.3.3 ofThe Bluebook; 

A Uniform System of Citation (1 Th Ed. 2000); and 

WHEREAS, the courtrecognizes that advanced teclmologyfor disseminatingjudicial opinions has 

developed with the proliferation of computers and the Internet, and that the traditional citation format 

developed solely forthe print medium has become inefficient in the age of electronic document access; and 

WHEREAS, the American Bar Association and the American Association of Law Libraries have 

issued committee reports and recommendations favoring adoption of a new vendor-neutra1 and medium

neutral public domain citation format for judicial opinions, whichremains constant from the date of issuance 

throughout all the various media now used to disseminate judicial opinions; 

NOW lHEREFORE, this Court adopts the public domain citation format recommended by the 

American Association of Law Libraries (AALL), as published in the Universal Citation Guide (1999)1, 

containing the following four elements without extraneous commas or periods: 1) the calendar year of 

issuance, 2) the geographic court designation of"MP", 3) a sequential opinion number and, for pinpoint 
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citations and 4) a paragraph number designating the precise location of the language cited.2 

The Clerk of the Supreme Court shall publish each new appellate opinion with a centered caption 

indicating the opinion number within the pennanent official Universal Citation for that opinion. Paragraphs 

shall be numbered using the paragraph symbol em for pinpoint citations. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED rnA T effectiveApri12, 2001, this AALL Universal Citation shall 

be used in every brief, memorandum or other document filed with this Court, when citing any published 

opinion of this Court released on or after Januruy 1, 2001 and for those opinions published in the Northern 

Mariana Islands Reporter Volume 5 and subsequent volumes. A parallel citation to the N.M.1. Reporter 

may be included but is not required, since it is a local ratherthan a regional Reporter and a parallel citation 

to it is essentially redundant. 

Dated this I�ay of March, 2001. 

MIGUEL S. DE¥AN, Chief Justice 
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2 For example, ABC Company vs. XYZ Company, 2001 MP 1,10. 


