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has knowledge that any information in the CRM permit application was untrue at the time of its 

submission or if he/she has knowledge of any unforeseen adverse environmental impacts of the 

permitted project. _A CRM permit holder shall further have the duty to inform any successor in 

interest of the permit granted and the conditions attached thereto, if any; and the suc.cessor in  

interest shall, within Jive days thereafter. advise the CRM Office of his/her interest in  \vriting. _ 

(d)-_ Compliance with Other Law. _The CR.M permit is valid only if the permitted project is 

otherwise lavvful and in compliance with other necessary governmental pem1its. 

(e)-_The following conditions will be included in every permit involving construction of any 

kind: 

(1 )-_The permittee shall be responsible for preventing discharge of construction site 

chemicals through the proper use of best management practices as described in the 

document :!Construction Site Chemical and Material Control Handbook:! for the 

following activities: _material delivery and storage; material use, spill prevention and 

control; hazardous waste management; concrete waste management: vehicle and 

equipment cleaning, maintenance and fueling; and 

(2)-_ W'here appropriate, the project shall preserve, enhance, or establish buffers along 

surface water bodies and their tributaries. 

[eJipand] History!CoiHmeAt 
15-10-61.5 Insurance Condition 

{a) When a permit iutanted with a condition that permittee must obtain insurance for the 

activities enuag.ed in bv permittee. that insurance must be obtained from an insurer licensed bv 

the CNMl Departmt!nt of Commerce to sell and supply such insurance in the Commonwealth, 

and otherwise Jegallv competent to sell and supply such insurance. The failure to obtain such 

insurance is grounds for non-issuance or revocation of nem1it. 

(b) \\'hen a pern}jt contains a condition reguirin!!lhe pennittec to obtain insurm1ce. the pennittee 

must include proof of insurance provided by the insurer with its permit appl ication. Such proof 

of information must include the name of the insurer. the name of the insured. the policy number. 
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the effective dill� and expirat ion d�tc ol· tl�. policv. a co\ eragc and limit or liabilitv description if 

applicable. and a contact address �nd telephone number for the insurer. The failure to provide 

such docum�ntation is urounds for non-issuance or rc,·ocation of 12crmit. 

(c) The subminal of insurance information tu th� DCRM or anv C'RM agency in a permit 

@plication shall be considered a grant of pem1ission by the permittee to the DCRM or anv CRM 

agencv the authoritv to cont.uct the insurt:r l isted to make inqui ries as to the insurance policv 

listed in the permit application. 

Part 700 --_CRM Permit Amendment 

§-15-10-701-_CRM Permit Amendment 

Att-aitlet'lde&.GRM(a) Amendment of penn it for change in scope or nature of project. An 

amended DCRM permit shall be required of all projects before they are significantly altered or 

substantially expanded. _Such an amendment shall require submittal of a revised GRMDCRM 

permit application to the �:OCRM Office. _Alterations and expansions requiring amended 

{;.RMOCRM permits include, but are not limited to, project changes which exceed $5000.00 of 

the monetary value of the permitted project as described i n  the original GRMDCRM permit 

application. _Where a substantially new project is proposed, a new and different permit must be 

obtained. 

§{b) Amendment of permit on request 0fCRM auencv. A CRM agency nwv request the 

inclusion of a condition to a permit after the decision to award the nennit hut prior to actual 

issuance of permit to permittee. o.r at anv time after the issuance of the permit. The permit shall 

be amended bv the inclusion of the proposed condition if the CRM agency officials decide to 

include the condition ihroul.!h the same process as the original penn it, as set fot1h in§ 15-10-235. 

15-1 0-705-_Transfer of Interest 
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If a property interest in the project is transferred, the CRM Oftice shall issue a new permit in the 

name ofthe successors in inter�st within 30 days ofreceiving notice of the transfer. _A pem1it 

issued under this section shall be identical in respect to terms and conditions to the permit issued 

to the predecessor in interest. 

Part 800 -_Enforcement of CR.M. Permits 

§-15-10-80 l-_Purpose 

The provisions of this part are intended to establish procedures whereby the GRM 

Adminislralorl)CRM Director may enforce the terms and conditions of CRM permits. _Final 

actions of the CRM AdministratorDCRM Director based upon this part are final agency 

ae+iet�action reviewable directly by the Commonwealth Superior Court pursuant to the 

Administrative Procedure Act, I CMC §§ 910l.l CMC 9101. et seq. 

§-15-10-805-_Grounds for Action 

The CRM Athninistral:efDCR:vt Director shaH take action to enforce compliance with CRM 

program policies and CRM permit conditions in any of the following cases: 

(a)-_Misstatement. _The CRM permit applicant, a party or any participant in a hearing on the 

CRM permit application made a material misstatement that directly and significantly affected the 

CRM permit decision. 

(b)-_Permit Violation. _The CRM pem1it applicant or its successor in interest. has violated a 

materiaJ term or condition of the CRM permit. 

(c)-_Supervening Illegality. _The permitted project, as constructed or operated. has become 

unla\vful by subsequent case law. statute. regulation, or other illegality. 
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(d)-_New Environmental Impact. _The pennitted project has a newly discovered adverse 

environmental impact. 

§-15-10-810-_ Warning 

The �4-A4-Hinisu-atorDCRM Director , upon a determination that a permitted project violates 

one or more provisions of* 15 10 805. 1 5-1 0-805, may issue a notice of intent to undertake 

CRM pem1it enforcement proceedings unless the CRM pem1it holder accomplishes corrective 

measures. _This warning procedure shall not affect nor limit the GRM-Aeministrator'sDCRM 

Director duties. powers, and responsibilities under § 15 lO 815. 1 5 - 1 0-815. 

§- 15-10-815- Permit Enforcement Notice . -

If after thirty days oft he date the CRM AdministratorDCRM Director issued a notice of intent 

under § 15 I 0 81 0.1 5- 10-8 1 0, the CRM permit holder has failed to take corrective action, or 

continues to be in violation of its CRM pennit or in the case of an ongoing violation. the GAA1 

AdministratofDCRM Director shall issue a written permit enforcement notice to the CRM permit 

holder. 

(a}-_ Content ofNotice . .  .A permit enforcement notice shall include a statement of facts or 

conduct constituting the violation and shall indicate the intended action to be taken by the �1 

Administrator. DCRM Director . If the �-Mmin-istfatefDCRM Director intends to impose a 

fine for the violation(s), the permit enforcement notice shall state the proposed amount of the 

line. _A permit enforcement notice shall provide for permit enforcement hearings, if requested, 

and inform the CRM permit holder of his responsibilities and rights under this part. _The notice 

shall inform the pern1it holder that unless he requests a permit enforcement hearing '\\-ithin 30 

days, the proposed sanction will be imposed. 
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(b)-_Service. _A permit enforcement notice shall be delivered by the CRM Office staff i n  person 

to the CR.M penn it holder, or served by certified U.S. mail addressed to the CRM permit holder, 

or his designated agent. _Proof of service shall be made by affidavit. 

(c} _Response to Notice. _If the CRM permit holder believes the statement of facts or conduct 

constituting violation in the permit enforcement notice is inaccurate, and desires a permit 

enforcement hearing, he/she shall respond in writing to the GRM AdminislraHwDCRM Director 

within thirty days of service of the penni I enforcement notice. _This response shall include a 

written statement indicating the CRM permit holder's arguments. 

§-15-l 0-820-_Emergency Suspension 

lf  the CRM Adminislrate:FOCRM Director detem1ines that a CR.M permit holder has v..illfully 

violated a provision of§ 15 10 805 1 5-1 0-805 . or if the public health, safety; or welfare 

imperatively requires immediate action, the CRM AdmiAistffitefDCRM Director may order 

emergency summary suspension of a CRM permit pending proceedings for revocation or other 

action, notwithstanding, any notice requirement under § 15 10 8�1 5-10-81 5. If a permit 

enforcement hearing is requested, the proceeding shall be promptly instituted and determined 

pursuant to � 15 10 825. 1 5-I 0-825. 

§-lS-1 0-825-_Perrnit Enforcement Hearing 

Upon receipt of a request for permit enforcement hearing, the GRM AdministratorDCRM 

Director shaH schedule a hearing within fifteen days. _The GRM-AffiniBistratorDCR.M Director 

or his designee shall preside at CRM enforcement hearings. shall control the taking oftestimony 

and evidence and shall cause to be made an audio recording or stenographic record ofCRM 

enforcement hearings. _Evidence presented at such hearings need not conform with any 

prescribed rules of evidence but may be limited by the GRM .'\dRlinistrawDCRM Director 

Director in any manner she/he reasonably detennines to be just and eflicient and promote the 
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ends of justice. _Permit enforcement hearings shall conform to the provisions of the 

Administrative Procedure Act, �K §§ 9108: 1 CMC 91 08. et seq. _The (.;.RM 

1\dminislrat-et:DCRM Director Director shall issue a decision within ten days of the close oftl1e 

enforcement hearing and all orders shall be in writing and accompanied by written findings of 

fact and conclusions of law. _The standard of proof for such hearing shall be by the 

preponderance of the evidence. 

§-15-1 0-830-_Rernedies 

Upon a determination by the CJ{J"v1 i\dmini�;lratmDCR i\-1. Pire.ctor Director and/or CRM agency 

officials that a violation did occur. the GRM Admf.t:listratorDCRJv1 Director Director may order 

any or all ofthe following remedies: 

(a)-_Revocation . . The CRM permit may be revoked in its entirety. 

(b)-_Suspension. _The CRM permit may be temporarily suspended for a given period. or until 

the occurrence of a given event or satisfaction of a specific condition. 

(c)-_Corrective Measures. _Measures may be ordered of the CRM permit holder so that the 

project conforms to the CRM permit terms and conditions. 

(d)-_Civil Fines . .  The GRM-r\t:lministratorDCRJ\1 Director Director may impose a civil fine in 

an amount not to exceed $1 0.000 per day for each day the violation of the CRM permit occurred 

pursuant to �C § 15'13(a). 2 Ci\K' 1543(a). For purposes of computing a fine, any day that 

the CRM AdmtnistmtorDCRM Director Director finds that a violation of the CRM permit 

occurred may be counted. _The GAA1-A-4mini�;tratorDCRM Director Director shall, in his or her 

discretion, set fines in an amount calculated to compel compliance with �\4DCRM permit 

conditions, applicable Jaw, and any order issued by the A-Effilini:;tralofDirector. taking into 

consideration the value of the existing and potential damage to the environment caused by the 
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violation, efforts at compliance, and/or any other factors that the i\dmini�;trakwDircctor finds 

relevant to the calculation. 

Part 900 -_Enforcement of CRM Standards and Policies 

§-15-l 0-90 l·_ Purpose 

The provisions ofthis part are intended to establish procedures whereby the GRM­

AdtflinistratorDCRlvt Director and/or CRM agency officials may enforce penalties against 

persons conducting activities or participating in projects within the jurisdiction of the CRM 

program without a required CRM pennit. _The actions of the CRM Admini �DCT�\.1 

Director and/or CRM agency officials based upon this part are agency action reviewable by the 

Commonwealth Superior Court. 

§-15-1 0-90S._lnvestigation 

(a)-_ The CR�ll AdministrateFDCRiv1 Director shall have the authority to investigate suspected 

violations ofCNMI PL 3-47 f.2 CMC §f-±Wh<2 CMC 1 5 0 1 .  et seq.) or this chapter. _If 

practicable, the CRM AdmiRistmtorDCRM Di rector shall first request the person or persons 

having knowledge or custody of the infom1ation to voluntarily produce or allow access to it. _If 

volw1tary production of or access to the inionnation is not forthcoming. the � 

AdmiRistmtOFDCRM Director may implement the following measures to compel disclosure. 

(b)-_Authority to Search. 

( 1 }-_Consent from Penn it Application. _The CRM :\dminis!f.atet=DCRt-.·1 Director or his 

designee may enter. at any reasonable time, the site of a proposed p�ject for which there 

exists a signed CRM pennit application on file vt�ith the CRM Office. 

(2)-_Perrnit Authorization. _The CRM AdmiRistmtorDCRM Director or his designee 

may enter, at any reasonable time, the site of a project for which there has been granted a 

CRM permit. 
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(3)-_Search Warrant. _The GRM .\Hntin�FDCRM Director may. if necessary. apply 

to the Commonwealth Superior Court for a search warrant allowing entry onto a project 

site on land or \•.;ater su�iect to CR.M program jurisdiction, pursuant to applicable law of 

administrative searches, regardless ofthe existence of a pending CRM permit application 

or a currently valid CRM permit. 

§-15-10-910-_ Conditions Warranting Investigation 

The GR-M-A4nffiisti'illiwDCRM Director may act pursuant to this part upon reasonable 

detennination that a violation of CNMI PL 3-47 @:GMC §§ 15(.+.1-;(2 CMC I 50 I, et seq.), or this 

chapter, or CR..\1 administrative orders issued under this chapter, has occurred. _Such violations 

include, but are not limited to, projects undertaken without a required CRM permit and activities 

that do not conform to the CRM permit terms and conditions under ft8;ft-SOO.:part 800. 

§-15-10-915-_ Warning 

Upon a determination that a violation of law subject to CRM program jurisdiction has occurred. 

the CRM AEin'liAist:fatef:DCJUv t Director may issue a cease and desist order to the person(s) 

responsible for the violation and state notice of intent to undertake legal proceedings unless 

corrective measures are undertaken. _The Jetter shall state the corrective measures necessary and 

shall provide for a period in which compliance shall be effected. 

§-15-1 0-920-_ Enforcement 

Upon a determination that a person other than a CRM permi1 holder is in violation of CNMI PL 

3-47 (2 CMC §§ 150 1.(2 CMC I 50 l ,  et seq.), or applicable rules and regulations or 

administrative orders issued thereunder, the f::.AA-1-Adminisfrat�DCRM Director shall promptly 

issue an enforcement notice to the ofiending party. _The enforcement notice shall be delivered 
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personally to the offending party or, if such service is not reasonably possible, it may be sent by 

certified mail to his residence or place ofbusiness. 

(a}-_Content of Enforcement Notice. 

(1 )-_Completed Violation. _If acts constituting a violation are complete and the violation 

is not of an ongoing nature. the enforcement notice shall include a statement of the tacts 

and conduct constituting the violation, the amount of an imposed fine. if any, a warning 

not to repeat the unlawful activity and a statement that a hearing on the findings of 

violation or of size of the fine is available if the C'RM AdministrattnDCRM Direc1or is so 

requested, in writing, within seven days of service of the enforcement notice. 

(2)-_Continuing Violation. _If acts constituting a violation are of an ongoing nature or 

likely to be repeated, the enforcement notice shall include a statement of facts and 

conduct constituting the violation, a statement of an imposed, continuing tine, if any, an 

order to cease and desist the activity giving rise to a violation, a warning that additional 

fines may be imposed for thllure to cease and desist the prohibited activity and a 

statement that an enforcement hearing on the finding of violation or size of-_the fine is 

available if the GRM-Adm.ilristraterDCR��J pirector is so requested. in wTiting, within 

seven days of service of the enforcement notice. 

(b)-_Response to Notice. _If the party lo whom enforcement notice is sent objects to the finding 

of violation, or seeks an enforcement hearing on the fme. he shall submit a written response to 

the enforcement notice within seven days of service of the entorcement notice. _Failure to 

provide written response or to demand an enforcement hearing within the prescribed period shall 

be deemed a waiver of defenses and the right to an enforcement hearing and the fine. as set in the 

enforcement notice, shall upon expiration ofthe seven day-_period, become immediately due and 

payable to the CNMT Treasurer. _All fines shall be paid by check made payable to the Treasurer 

of the CNMI. _A copy ofthe payment receipt shall be provided to the CRM Office by the 

violator. 

§-15-10-925-_Determination of Fines and Penalties 
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The (;,��h\dtntmSti'<HEWi)CRtvl Director shall, in his sow1d discretion, set fines in an amount 

calculated to compel compliance with applicable law and administrative orders and shall 

consider the value of the existing and potential damage to the environment proximately caused 

by the violation described in pan 800part 800 and f@'f-9Q�parl 900. In no event however, shalJ 

any fine imposed exceed the ceiling imposed by 2 CMC § 1513. 2 CMC I 543. In addition the 

�DCRM Director may order the offending party to cease and desist from the 

activity that is in violation, take mitigation measures to cure the violation: or seek any other 

remedy available at law or in equity. 

§-15-1 0-930-_ Enforcement Hearing 

I f a written response to an enforcement notice is filed with the CRM Office requesting an 

enforcement hearing. it shall be conducted by CRM Ach:ninistratorDCRM Director pursuant to i 
-14-1-Q-&.8,.- LS-10-825. The decision of the GRM-A:dministratorDCRM Director shall be final as 

within the CRM program. _Appeal from an enforcement decision shall be to the Commonwealth 

Superior Court within thirty days following service of the CRM Administrator'sDCRM Director 

's written enforcement decision on the offending party. 

§-15-10-935-_Enforcement by Common·wealth Superior Court 

Fines and cease and desist orders issued by the CRM AdministratorDCR M Dircclor for purposes 

of enforcement constitute official agency orders and must be complied with. by persons 

detennined in violation of CRM program policies or CM1 permit conditions. _In the event fines 

are imposed or cease and desist t:Wt:leforders are issued. and compliance with either is refused. the 

CRM Administt=a1arDC RM Direclor may file in Commonwealth Superior Court seeking court 

enforcement. 

§·lS-10-940-_Enforcemenf by Criminal Prosecutions 

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER VOLUME 36 
_75 

NUMBER 09 SEPTEMBER 28, 2014 PAGE 035585 



I 
'• 

If the GRM·-A4mf.r�:atB-FDCRM Director has reason to believe that a person in violation of 

CRM program policies or CRM pennit conditions or administrative orders issued thereunder has 

committed criminal offense within the definition provided in 2 CMC § 1543(b). (Ei);2 CMC 

1543{b). (d). he shall promptly submit a report of the violation to the Attorney General. 

§-15-1 0-945-_Administrative Order 

For purposes of f)arts 800parts 800 and 000900 administrative orders shall be any orders issued 

by the �\4-A4niAistraterDCR.Jv1 Director for enforcement of CRM policies and regulaHons 

pursuant to 2 CMC § 115J(a).2 CMC 1453(a). 

Part 1000 -_Public Information and Education 

§-15-10-1001-_Public Information and Education 

The CRM Office shall make infbnnation and educational materials available to the public and 

CRM agency otlicials. _The CRM Office, under the direction of the CRM AdministratorDCRM 

Director , shalJ assist a CRM penn it applicant, CR.rv1 agency officials, the Governor and the 

CRJv1 Appeals Board, by explaining the policies and procedures of the CRM perntit process. 

(a)-_ Vernacular. _When requested and reasonably necessary, the CRM Office shall provide 

translation of official business into the appropriate vernacular. 

(b)-_Media. _The CRM Otlice shall, to the extent practicable, develop and maintain a continuing 

program of public infonnation and education. _lntonnation regarding coastal resources 

management and conservation shall be disseminated through newspapers, television, radio, 

posters, and brochures supplied by the CRM Office. 
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(c)-_Public Hearings. _Any hearing or meeting held for purposes of the CRM permit or 

enforcement process, or the Coastal Advisory Council. shall be open to the public. 

(d)-_APC Maps . .  The CRM Office shall maintain a current series of island maps clearly 

showing the areas of particular concern. 

Part 1100 -_ CRM Coastal Advisory Council 

�15-10-1101-_ Creation 

Pursuant to CNMI PL 3-47 f6 C CMC §§ 1521 1522).(2 CMC 1521-22), a CRM Coastal 

Advisory Council (CAC) shall be established, consisting ofthose members listed in § 15 10 
020(s). l 5- l  0-020 

§-15-10-1 105-_Adopt Internal Procedures 

The CAC shall adopt internal procedures which shall govern its meetings. 

§-15-10-1110-_Ad,·ise CRM 

The CAC shall advise the CRM Office and the CR�-1 AdministratorDCRM Director on any 

proposed cba11ge in the CRM program or the CRM permit process or any proposed rules and 

regulations considered useful for implementing the CRM program. 

§-l S-10-11 15-_Conduct Meetings 

The CAC shall conduct meetings from time to time in public sessions, in order to receive 

infonnation from the public on the impact or advisabHity of programs and policies in the CRM 

program. _Meetings shall be scheduled by the Council or as requested by CRM Admifti-stfCHt">fthe 
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DCRM Director , as he deems necessary for purposes of obtaining input and advice. and shall be 

scheduled at teasel east twice each calendar year. 

Part 1200-_CRM Public Records 

* 15-10-1201-_Retention 

The CRM Oftice shall retain and preserve the following documents for a minimum of five years 

following their receipt or acquisition. unless the CRM Office determines that they shall be 

retained for a longer pedod of time . . After five years, all pertinent materials shall be safely 

stored. 

(a)-__ CRM Permit Application Materials. _All applications, permits, variances, pleadings, 

motions, affidavits, charts, petitions, statements, brief.<> or other documentation submitted in 

support of or oppOsition to applications tor CRM pem1its or variances, or prepared by the CRM 

Office in the course of the CRM pennit process, shall be retained and preserved. 

(b}-_CRM Hearing Records. _Stenographic or tape recordil1gs of all CRM permit or enforcement 

hearings and written minutes of CAC meetings shall be retained and preserved. 

(c)-_ Coastal Resources Materials. _All studies, guides, plans, policy statements, charts, special 

reports, educational materials, or the information obtained or prepared by the CRM Office in 

order to provide public education shall be retained and preserved. 

(d)-_Best Management Practices. _CRM shall provide access to reference documents� including, 

�Gutt:laHee-Soeeifving-MaAagemt*ll M�asures k>r Sources of Nonaoint Pollution in Coastal 

Waters'' . Guidance Specifying Man�gement Measures tor Sources ofNonpoint Pollution in. 
Coastal Waters published under the authority of section 6217(0) of the Coastal Zone 

Management Act Reauthorization Amendments of 1990, United States Environmental Protection 

Agency Office of Water, Washington. DC, and relevant BMP documents published by Office of 
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Ocean and Coastal Resources Management, Environmental Protection Agency, Natural 

Resources Conservation Service and other local and federal agencies. 

§-15-10-1205-_Public Access to CRM Records 

All CRM program records shall be available for inspection for a period of five years by any 

person during established business hours at the CRM Office in Saipan except as otherwise 

provided by law. 

(a)-_Minutes and Transcripts. _Minutes ofCAC meetings and transcripts or tapes ofCRM 

permit or enforcement hearings shall be made available upon request to the public within thirty 

days after the meeting or hearing involved, except where the disclosure would be inconsistent 

with law, or where the public distribution of minutes of meetings held in executive session would 

defeat the lawful purpose of the executive meeting. _All CRM permit or enforcement hearings 

must be open to the public, and all transcripts of-_the hearing shall be made available upon 

request; provided, however, that those persons requesting transcription shall pay the costs of 

transcription at the time of the request. 

(b)-_Copies of Documents. _Copies ofCRM public records shall be made available to any 

member of the public requesting them provided that reasonable fees or costs incurred in 

reproducing the records shall be paid by check into the CNMI Treasury by tl1e requesting party. 

(c)-_Denial of Inspection. _Any person aggrieved by a denial ofac-eess to CRM program records, 

or transcription or copying thereof� may apply to the Commonwealth Superior Court for an order 

directing inspection or copies or extracts of CRM program public records. _The court shall grant 

the order after hearing upon finding that the denial was not for just and proper cause. 

Part 1300 -_ CRM Access to Records 

§-lS-10-l30lAdmini.<>tnter- Dirl.)ctor Access 
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The Admini:;tratorDirector , on behalf of.lti�lt-b.l.!n ot.: hers�)£, the CRM Office, the CRM 

agency onicials, the Governor, the CRM Appeals Board, and the CRM Coastal Advisory 

Council, shall have access to such records necessary for conducting official CRM business, 

except as provided by law. 

�15-10-1305-_CNMI Government Records 

The GRM i\clmiAistrat�DCRM Director shaiJ have access to relevant CNMI governmental 

records for the purpose of obtaining information for official CRM business. _This access may 

include government reports, reviews, policy statements, and any other data not protected as 

confidential by law. _The G-R-t\4 Admiaistr=atorDCRM Director shall keep his or her requests 

reasonab]e in scope and accompany his or her requests for information with payment for copying 

or gathering of specific information. 

�15-10-1310-_Private Records 

The GRM-A4flliAistratorDCRM Director may request from interested parties only such records 

and documents deemed necessary for the CRM permit process. 

Part 1400 --_Computation of Time_ 

§-15-10-1401-_Computation ofTimc 

In computing any period of time under this chapter, the time begins with the day following the 

act. event or default, and includes the last day of the period unless it is a Saturday, Sunday, or 

legal holiday, in which event, the period runs until the end of the next work day. _When the 

prescribed period of time is ten days or Jess, Saturdays, Sundays, or holidays within the 

designated period shall be excluded from the computation. 
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Part 1500 -_Federal Consistency 

§-15-10-1501-_General Law 

Federal activities and development projects which directly affect the coastal zone must be 

conducted or supported i n  a manner which is, to the maximum extent practicable, consistent with 

the CRM �tt�Tr.-enforceablc polices approv�d by National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. Federally licensed or permitted activities and the provisions for federal financial 

assistance for activities affecting land or water uses of the coastal zone must be consistent with 

the CRM program_ :Furthennore, any federal agency proposing to undertake any development 

project in the coastal zone shall insure that the project is, to the maximum extent practicable, 

consistent with the CRM program. _The implementation of these federal consistency provisions 

will be carried out in accordance with section 307 of the CZMAsection 307 ofthe CZMA and 

federal regulations at -8-GFR....-paf!-9-J0,- 1 5  CFR. part 930. 

§-15-10-1505-_Standard for Determining Consistency 

1be GRMGDCR1\:l shan apply the following enforceable standards in making consistency 

determinations: 

(a)-_ The goals and policies set forth in CNMJ Public Law 3-47 �-W-h(2 CMC I 501, 

et seq.); 

(b)-_ The standards and priorities set forth in this chapter; 

(c)-_Federal air and water quality standards and regulations, to the extent applicable to the 

Commonwealth of the Northern Marina Islands; and 
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(d)-_Air and water quality standards and regulations of the CNMI, including, but not limited to, 

the CNM I Undewo\ffid-1-Hml-i�t:H ��e:t:llatiew.;-ft'\JMJ.AG:4iik��atzt�-99"JCNM I 

llnder�round Injection Control Retwlations [Nl'v11AC, titk 65. chapter 90] and the (:'NwH 

fffi.fl.kinl:! Willer Reguf.a��t-NMIAC. title 65. chapter 20hCNMJ Drinking Water Reuulations 

!NMIAC. title 65. chapter 20.1; and 

(e} _Any additional policies. regulations, standards, priorities and plans that are enforceable and 

incorporated into any amendment of the CRM program in the future. 

§-15-10-1510-_Federal Activities and Development Projects 

(a)-_A federal development project includes any federal activity involving the planning, 

construction� modification, or removal of public works, facilities, or other structures; and the 

acquisition, utilization or disposal of land or water resources. 

(br _Federal activities!.: include those federal agency actions which are either development 

projects or licenses, permits. or assistance actions as described herein below. _Examples include 

federal agency activities requiring a federal pennit and federal assistance to entities other than 

the local government. _Although federal lands in the CNMI are excluded from the CRM program 

jurisdiction pursuant to section 7 of PL 3-4 7 (2 CMC § 1513 ).(2 CMC 15 13  ). federal activities 

occurring on federal lands whkh result in spillover impacts which directly affect the 

teRUM�Hwcalth'sCommonwe<�lths coastal zone must be consistent, to the maximum extent 

practicable, with the CRM program._ 

(c)-_In the event that a federal agency plans to undertake a federal activity, including a 

development project, which is likely to directly affect the coastal zone. the federal agency must 

notify tbe GR-MGDCRM of the proposal at least ninety days before any final decision on the 

federal action) unless both the federal agency and G-Rt\4GDCRM agree to an alternative 

notification schedule. _Such notification must include a brief statement indicating how the 

proposed project will be \mdertaken in a manner consistent, to the maximum extent practicable, 
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with the CRM program . .  .The federal agency's consistency determination must be based upon an 

evaluation of the relevant provisions of the CRM program. _Consistency determinations must 

include: 

( 1)-_A detailed description of the proposed project; 

(2)-_ The project's associated facilities: 

(3)-_The combined, cumulative coastal effect of the project: and 

(4)-_Data and infonuation sufficient to support the federal agency's conclusion. 

(d} _If GI?-M-Gthe DCRM does not issue a written response within fu1�sixty days from the 

receipt of the federal agency notification, the federal agency may presume GRMQ..!s 

agreemenHbat DCRM agrees that the activity is consistent with the CRM program.�quests for 

afl e?<teAsion of The Commonwealth mav extend the time ma)' be made for a period of not 

more than fifteen days, unless the federal agency agrees to longer or additional extension 

requests. CRMO DCRM a&rreement shall not be presumed ifCRMODCRM requests an 

extension of time within the forty fi'>·esixty day review period. 

(e)tRMQ:s DCRM's concurrence with or objection to a federal agency's consistency 

determination must be set forth in ,..,Titing with reasons and information supporting the 

agreement or disagreement and sent to the federal agency. J n  case of disagreement, 

CRMODCRM will attempt to resolve its differences with the federal agency's consistency 

determination within the ninety day-_notification period. 

(f)-_In the event that the CRMODCRJv1 and the federal agency are unable to come to an 

agreement on the maru1er in which a federal activity or development project may be conducted or 

supported in a manner consistent. to the maximum extent practicable, with the �M 

pffibl'.faffiDCRM enforceable policies, the GAAtGDCRM or federal agency may request 

mediation of the disagreement pursuant to the procedures set forth in s�lion 307 of the Federal 

t4:tas ia� Zone Maoogement Act of-+9-R-fPL 92 583. as an1ended) und 15 CFR 930, sueeart 
!+.-section 307 of tl1e federal Coastal Zone Mana�ement Act of 1972 ( PL 92-583. as amended) 

and 1 5  CFR 930. subpa11 II. 
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§- 15-10-1515-_Federal Licenses and Permits 

(a)-_Federal licenses and permits include any authorization. certification, approval or other form 

ofpem1ission which any federal agency is empowered to issue to an applicant. 

(b)-_An applicant includes any individual or organization, except a federal agency, which. 

following management program approvaL files an application for a federal license or permit to 

conduct an activity affecting the coastal zone. 

(c)-_An applicant for a federal license or permit for an activity affecting the coastal zone must 

file, along with the application, a certification that the activity will be conducted in a manner 

consistent with the CRM progFam. enforceable policies. A copy of the application and 

certification, along with all necessary data and information as <!Qproved by the National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration, should also be sent to the GR.MO. DCRM. The federal agency 

shall not issue the license or permit unless GRM.QDCRM concurs i n  the consistency certification 

or its concurrence is presumed because GRM(.JDCRM has failed to respond in six months. _The 

applicant's consistency certification statement, which will then be reviewed along with the 

application by CRt>.·10DCRM, must be accompanied by sufficient information to support the 

applicant's consistency determination. 

(d)-_Federal Agency Licenses and Permits. 

(1 )-_The federal agency licenses and permits that the CRM OfiiceDCRtv1 will review for 

consistency with the QY..1;)rogramDCRM enforceable policies are those listed in the 

Procedures Guide for Achieving Federal Consistency with the CNMI GR:M 

programDCRM enforceable policies (available from CRMODCRM), incorporated and 

made a part hereof. _If. in the future, it is found that the issuance of other types of federal 

pem1its and licenses cause direct and significant impact on coastal land and water 

resources. the said listing wi11 be expanded as necessary. 

(:�) CRt>.-tO DCRM shall be responsible for providing the above list to the relevant 

federal agencies wMlhat in tum shall make the information available to applicants. 
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(e)-_Ifany project which requires a federal license or pennit also requires a coastal pennit. 

applications for both should be filed simultaneously . .  A certification of consistency with the 

�;H:M programDCRM enforceable polices shall be filed with both applications. _The issuance or 

denial of a GRMDCRM pennit will indicate consistency or the lack of consistency with the 

CRM program and the GR:MGDCIUvl shall notify the federal agency of the GRMDCRM 

permitting decision for its use in its federal permitting decision. 

lf)-_Certification of Consistency. 

( 1 )·_A ce.rtification of consistency shall include the follo\\oing clause: ."The proposed 

activity complies with the CNMI CRM program and will be conducted in a manner 

consistent with such program:' 

(2)-_Supporting information must be attached to the certification. _This information v.rill 

include a detailed description of the proposal, a brief assessment of the probable coastal 

zone effects; and a brief set of findings indicating that the proposed activity, its associated 

facilities and. their effects. are all consistent with the provisions of the CR11 program, 

including the application standards listed in �-l4-l� 15-10-1 505 above. 

(g)-_Interested parties may assist the applicant in providing information to the CRMO. 

OCRM. Jn addition, the CRMODCRM will, upon the request of the applicant, provide 

assistance to the applicant in developing the assessment and findings required. 

(h}-GI�_ OCRM review begins at the time the oftice receives both the applicant's consistency 

certification and the supporting infonnation and determines that the information is 

complete. _Timely public notice of the proposed activity will be made by CRMO. DCRM. The 

public notice will include a summary of the proposal, an announcement that information 

submitted by the applicant is available for public inspection. and a statement that public 

comments are invited. 

(i)-_ Certification of Consistency Decisions. 
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( l )-_ At the earliest practicable time and within six months after the date of receipt, the 

CRMO will notify the issuing federal agency of its concurrence or objection. _If 

GRMGDCRIV1 has not issued a decision within three months after the date of receipt, it 

must notify the applicant and the federal agency of the status of the matter and the basis 

for further delay. if  any. 

(2)-_In the event that GRMGDCI?w\r1 objects to the applicant's consistency determination, 

the office must set out its objection, in -wTiting, with reasons and supporting information 

and alternative measures, if they exist, which, if  adopted, would permit the activity to be 

conducted i n  a manner consistent with the CRM program. _A c.ru�·10QCRM objection 

will include a statement infom1ing the applicant of a right to appeal to the Secretary of 

Commerce as provided in seetiofl: 307 ofth.e federal Coastal Zone Managt:'!ment 
Attsection 307 of the Federal Coastal Zone Management Att. as amended. 

§-] S-1 0-1 520-_Federal Assistance 

(a)..:.: _Federal assistance� means assistance provided under a federal grant program to an 

applicant agency through grant or contractual agreements. loans. subsidies, guarantees, insurance 

or other forms of fmancial aid for activities which affect the coastal zone. 

(b}·_An applicant refers to any unit of the CNMI government, which. following CRM program 

consistency concurrence, submits and application for federal a$Sistance. 

(c)-_ The GRMGDCRM shall be notified of any application submitted to the Planning and 

Budget Affairs Office for any federal assistance program listed in the Catalog of Federal 

Domestic Assistance in addition to applications to the Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource 

Zone Management for Coastal Energy lmpact Program grants. 

(d)-_Application for federal assistance for activities affecting the coastal kmdszone must go 

through the clearinghouse notification and review process to ensure that the GRMGDCR�·t has 

an opportunity to review the proposed action for consistency with the CRM program. _Such 
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applications must include a certification of consistency which meets the information 

requirements set out in this chapter. 

(e)-_If a coastal pemtit is  required for a project utilizing federal assistance, then the coastal 

permit and the federal assistance application shall be filed simultaneously. 

(f)-_In the event that GAA1GDCRJv1 finds that the proposed federal assistance is  not consistent 

with the CR.i\1 program, the application shall not be approved unless the CRMO.sDCRtvfs 

objection is resolved through informal discussions among the federal program agencies, the 

applicant, and the CRMODCRM., or unless the objection is set aside on appeal to the Secretary 

of Commerce pursuant-_to seetion 307 of tl:\e lederal Coastal Zmle Manaeement Aet. 
CRMO'ssection 307 oflhe Federal Coastal Zone Manag-ement Act. The DCRM's objection must 

be set forth in VvTiting \\oith reasons, supporting information and alternative measures. _'Ibe 

Planning afld Budget Affairs Offi€eThe DCRM must then notify the applicant agency and the 

federal agency ofGR+\iJG-!.sDCRM's objection and must inform the applicant agency of its right 

to appeal to the Secretary of Commerce. _If CRMODCRI'v1 does not object to an application 

proposal during the clearinghouse process, the federal agency may grant the federal assistance. 

Part 1600- Water sports permits 

15·10-1601 Water sports permits. 

The CRM shall have the right and responsibility to permit all commercial water sports activities 

in the CNMI. All rules and regulations pertaining to such permits shall be found at NMIAC Title 

1 5, Chapter 15-20. Until rules and regulations pertaininu to water sports permits are promulgated 

by the CRM. CRM may pennit water sports operators and their operations bv means of the 

regulations of NMIAC Title 15.  Chapter 15-10. 

Part 1700 - Miscellaneous Provisions 

§-15-10-t-601-1701 Severability Provision 

lf any provision of this chapter, or the application of any provision of this chapter to any person 
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or any other instrumentality or circumstances shall l'e. is held invalid by a court of competent 

jurisdiction! the remainder of this chapter and the application of the affected provision to other 

persons, instrumentalities. and circumstances, shall not be affected thereby. 

§-#-JO-J.Mq5-10-1705 Savings 

The repeal of the CRM Rules and Regulations which notice of adoption was published in 

Commonwealth Register (volume] 7, number 7 at [page] 3883, does not release or extinguish 

any penalty, forfeiture or liability incurred or right accrued or accruing under such law. _The 

regulation shall be treated as remaining in force for the purpose of sustaining any proper action 

or prosecution for the enforcement of the right, penalty or forfeiture. 
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Commonwc.'llth of the �onhcrn .lvlariana lslands 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

�-�· 

Frank M. !Ubauliman 
Administt310r 

Bureau of Environmental and Coastal Quality 
l)i-:, i'tliiJit u( Cv� ..... r H<·:.:r\Urc\'$ �b."�t�or 

I' 0. �� .. ����17. :v"'i""· !\II' ')(•'Jill 
Td: :t.71>j( >lo·l .. �.'l!Wt, 1-.": (l•7!') (.toi.X,\1.'; 

u'\vw.crm.g(J\' .mp 

Public Notice 

COASTAl REsoURCES 
ll.lH.lGEJIEWT 

Francee A. Ca5uo 
Djn,.-c£t•t 

From the <;:OMMONWEALTH OF THE NOTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS COASTAL 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

of the CNMI'S DJVISION OF COASTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT 

DATE: September 10, 2014 

NOTICE: Pursuant to IS CFR §923.84(b)(4), the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands' (CNMI) Bureau of Environmental and Coastal Quality (BECQ) gives notice of the 
routine program changes made to the CNMI's Coastal Management Program (CMP), as 
approved to date by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 

Approved changes to the CNMI's CMP are outlined in the table below. The approval letters from 
NOAA are attached to this notice. 

Date of Approval from NOAA Description of Action 
April4, 1986 Routine program change 
April 29, 1987 New regulations concerning jet skis and changes to existing 

regulations on minor permits 
January 20, 1991 Adoption of Public Law 7-3, which added the 

Commonwealth Utilities Corporation as a coastal resources 
management agency 

December 18, 1992 Revisions to: submission requirements for major siting 
applications, adding new conditions to Section 8 requiring 
erosion control and drainage plans, adding a new clause that 
documents must be submitted in English units 

December 28, 1994 Modifies the fee for extending a Major Permit Application 
February 2, 1995 Relocation of jet ski operations to Chalan Laulau 
May 7, 1996 Create a Coastal Hazards Area of Particular Concern (APC) 
April 8, 2006 Addition of Coastal Resources Management Rules and 

Regulations and three sets of Division of Environmental 
Quality regulations to CMP 
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For additional information about this notice or other aspects of the CNMI Coastal Management 
Program, please contact DCRM at 670-664-831 1. 
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Ms . Tami Grove 
Acting Admin i s t r a to r  

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT O F  COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
:oi.ATICINAL OCEAN SERVlCE 
OFFICE OF OCE.\� ANO CJAST>.L RESOURCE >IAHAGEMEHT 

tlloih•"fJIOn. D.C. �0135 

Coastal Resour ces Manageme n t  O f f ice 
O f f ice of the Governor 
Saipan ,�iana Islands 9 6 9 5 0  

De a r  � �Vfll'i·�; 
Thank you for your March 7 ,  l 9 8 6  letter providing t h e  necessary 
public notice documen t a t ion r equested in our letter of February 7 ,  
19 8 6 .  \'le revi ewed Public Law 3-47 and the rev i sed c eg u l a t ions 
(Commonwe a l t h  Register Vol .  7 No. 3) and concur wi t h  your f i nding 
that these changes cons t i tute routine program impleme n ta t ion . 
Ther efore , we approve the inco r po r 3 t i on of these changes i n to 
the Northern Ma r i ana Islands ' Coastal Management Prog r am ,  pursuant 
to 1 5  CFR 9 2 3 . 8 4 .  Fede r a l  consistency w i l l  apply �hen you publish 
notice of our approva l .  

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER VOLUME36 

S i nce r e l y ,  

; 
. Peter L. Tweedt 
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APR 2 g !987 

Mr . Robert Rudolph 
Acting Adm i n i s t rator 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Nationill Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE 
OFfiCE OF OCEA� A�D COASTAL RESOURCE MArtAGEioiEHT 
Washing!...,, D.C. 20235 

Coastal Resources Management Off ice 
Office of the Governor 
Saipan , Mariana Islands 96950 

Dear Mr . Rudolph: 

Thank you for your March 2 7 ,  1987 letter provid ing the necessary 
public notice documentation requested in our letter of February 2 4 ,  
1987. We reviewed the new regulations conce rning jet s k is and 
changes to the exist i ng regulations o n  minor permit s ,  and concur 
with your f i nd i ng that these changes constitute routine p rogram 
implementat ion. Therefore, we approve the incorporation of these 
changes into the Northern Mariana Island s '  Coastal Management 
Program , pursuant to 1 5  CFR 923 . 8 4 .  Federal consistency will 
apply when you publish notice o f  our approval . 

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER 

Sincerely , 

c. Peter ::� f" Director 
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Jqaquin P .  Vill agomez 
Administrator 

UNITED STJ ···s DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceiin"ic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE 
OFFICE OF OCEAN At�D COASTAL RESOURCE MAf'IAGEMENT 

Wosh;ngton, D.C. 20235 

FEB 2 I 1991 

RECEIVED 0 5 MAR 1991 

Coastal Resources Management Office 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 
Office of the Governor 
Saipan, Mariana Isla(9j 9� 
Dear HJ:;..-V-i-H:agolll1!Z'f { � .I 

Thank you for your January 2 0 ,  1991 resubmittal of the request to 
incorporate changes to Public Law 7-3 and changes to the Coastal 
Resources Management Regulations (1987 and 1990) into the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana· Islands' Coastal Resources 
Management Program (CRMP) . We· found the publ ic notices to be 
adequate, although we encourage you to expand the list of Federal 
agencies for future program change requests. We now concur with 
your finding that the changes to the cru�p anq adoption of Public 
Law 7-3 constitute routine program implementation. We hereby 
approve their incorporation into the CRMP pursuant to 15 c . F . R .  
923 . 8 4 .  Federal consistency will apply t o  these changes when you 
publish notice of our approval . 

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER 

Sincerely, 

_____ __ §� �-� 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OP COMMERCE 
N•tlonil Oceanic 1nd Atmoapherio AdmJni$tration 
HA.TIOHAL OC!AH SUVlC! 
0, rice 0, OC!.lN AHO COAST AI. R(SOURCI IIIANAG!Mf�T 
Wo•hlngl.,, D.C. 20'35 

OEC I 8 1992 

Joaquin , Villagomez 
Administ ator 

coastal esouroes Management Office 
Ottioe o the Governor 
Saipan, �6950 

· 

Thank yo 
request 
the No 
The rev! 
majo� ai 
requirin 
clause t 

Villagomez: 

for the Coastal Resources Management November 16, 1992 
o �ake ohanqes through routine program implementation of 
ern Mariana .Island• coastal zone Management Proqram. 
ions include: changes to the submission requirements for 
ing applications; adding new eonditions to Saotion 8 

erosion control and drainage plans J and, adding a new · 

at documents lDUSt be submitted in English units. 
• 

After th rough analysis ot this submittal! we have conoluded that 
these Ch nges constitute routine prpgram mplementation and we 

approve aae changes pursuant to 15 CPR l 923 . 8 4 .  Federal 
consista cy will apply when the Commonwealth of Northern M�riana 
Islands ublishea notice ot our approval . 

sincerely, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE 
OFFICE OF OCEAN ANO COASTAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

DEC '18  1994 

Manuel c .  Sablan, Administrator 
Coastal Resources Management Office 

Office of the Governor, CNMI 
Saipan, Mariana I s lanQS 96950 

Dear Mr . Sablan: 

Thank you for you� November 2 1 ,  1 9 9 4  request to the Office 
of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management (OCRM) to modify the fee 
for extending a Coastal Resources Management Office ' s  (CRMO ) 

Major Permit Application. 

OCRM has reviewed this request and concurs with your finding 
that this change represents a routine program implementation. 
OCRM therefore approves the modification o f  the fee pursuant to 
1 5  CFR §923 . 8 4 .  

Please contact Matthew Arnn a t  ( 3 0 1 )  713-3121 i f  you have 
any further questions . 

Beno i t  
Director 

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER VOLUME 36 NUMBER09 
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; I Jam11 Sahi-::n •' . . � . . l":�li) l :s t.r r.. t;c;::-
�oas·t:�l Q a g -,;yra� M,ana�e-en � n f f i ce 
.jf:i�:.;-0f-t��-;���e.rn�r �· 2Nl·1 � � - - - ·-

S:aicl::.n, H,'irL: .. na Islands 9695') 

-�.1" '"'·-··.· • 

,...,..-.... UNITED s· 9 CEPARfMENT OF COMMERCE 
NPtion.ai'Oc . .-.1lc e.,d Atmospheric Admlnl•tretion 
NATlONA•- OCEI\N SERVICE 
OFFiCE OF' OC!:AN ANO COASTAL RESCUF<CE M.t.NA�EMENT 
S!!�oer spr:no, tl.a·yte�d 20�10 

FEB 2 !995 

ci�:<aj1 Nr . Sabl c. n :  

J Thank y1ot. for your ,Tan11ary 9 ,  1995 request t o  th� Off.i.ce of 
Oce�n and Co'asi:al Resource Management (OC.RM) to modi fy j et ski �eg'... lations for the Coastal Resources t-!anageme. nt Office {C'Rl-10i , 
�nd th-e subf;'e(r!.tent provision cr additional in forl:'.ation on the �haJl �� :,a•J2.a·! ·ar-�a oi�nd thQ C:RMO ' s  jar. ski ope:::-a tion permi tting 

I �eq 1r�r.1ents .  
. ' 

I I I "CT") )J. . 
: 

. . th . � i .. ) d 1 ... I 1 -v .. �'J r,as r·evH�'-:ea 1s request resu�Jln t .. a . an re_e V'!llh. 
irifqrnat i on .c.nd r.O\v co�1curs with your finding that this change 

II �<!prlesents a rO!..!tine program implementa t i o n .  OCRH therefore �pp,oves th� modification pursuant to 15 CFR §923 . 8 4 .  
I : 1 OCPJ1 i s  confid�nt that: our initial concerns over the 

I �u i �.abi l i ty :o f  Chalan �aulau to jet ski opgrations will be 
:nan aed in the l'e�mittina p:roce.ss and that the relocation of jet � I � $ �iJcperati�ns f:?m less suitable areas to Chalan wil l  even�ual l y  
� ns1e as indicated in your RPI package. 

� I Please �conract �atthew �rnn at ( 3 0 1 )  7 1 3-312� ext. 183 if )1ClJ h3ve f..ny f�.lrther questic:1s regarding this c;o!:'respondence. . ' 

Benoit: 

.� .. 

·----- �· 
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Manuel C .  Sablan, Director 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE 
OFFICE OF OCEAN AND COASTAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
Silver Spring. Maryland 20S 1 0 

MAY - 7  1900 

Coastal Resources Management Division 
Department of Lands and Natural Resources 
2nd Floor t-1orgen Building, San Jose 
Saipan, Mariana Is lands 96950 

Dear Mr. Sablan : 

Thank you for your March 28,  1996 request to the Office of Ocean 
and Coastal Resource Management to create in the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands a Coastal Hazards Area of Particular 
Concern . 

OCRM has reviewed this request and concurs with your finding that 
this change represents a routine program implementation. OCRM 
therefore approves the modification pursuant to 15 CFR §92 3 . 84 . 

We are hopeful that the designation w i l l  serve as a basis for 
future e:forts in hazards planning and encourage your 
participation i n  the OCRM Hazards Mitigation Workshop, scheduled 
for August 11-1� in Honolulu. 

Please contact Matthew Arnn at ( 3 0 1 )  71 3-3121 x l 8 3  i f  you have 
any questions . 

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER VOLUME 36 
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Dr. John Joyner 
Director, Coastal Resources Management 
P.O. Box 10007, 2nd Floor, Morgen Building 
San Jose Saipan, MP 96950 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

N.AT IONAL OCEAN SERVICE 
OFFICE OF CCEAN liND COASTAL RESOURCE I.IANioG:MENT 
Silver Spring Mary'31\C <0910 

APR I 8 2006 

Conunonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 

Dear Dr. Joyner: 

Thank you for the Coastal Resource Management Office's D.ecember 12, 2005, request that 
changes to the Conunonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) Coastal Resources 
Management Rules and Regulations and Department of Environmental Quality regulations be 
incorporated into the CNMI Coastal Management Program (CMP). You requested that changes 
to the Coastal Resources Management Rules and Regulations and three sets of Division of 
Environmental Quality regulations described below be incorporated as routine program changes 
(RPCs), pursuant to Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) regulations at I 5 C.F.R. part 923, 
subpart H, and Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management (OCRM) Program Change 
Guidance (July 1996). OCRM received the request on December 12, 2005, and OCRM's 
decision deadline was extended until Apri1 18, 2006. 

Based on our review of your submission, we concur that the changes to the CNMI Coastal 
Resources Management Rules and Regulations and three sets of Division ofEnvironmental 
Quality regulations are RPCs, and we approve the incorporation of the changes as enforceable 
policies of the CNMl CMP. Federal Consistency will apply to the approved changes only after 
you publish notice of this approval pursuant to 1 5  C.F.R. § 923.84(b )( 4). Please include in the 
public notice the list of changes to enforceable policies provided in this letter, and please send a 
copy of the notice to OCRM. 

SECTIONS APPROVED 

Name/Description of State Law/Regulation/Policy 
Added or Removed from CMP (all sections are Date Adopted Date'E�tive 
added to CMP unless noted otherwise) State Legal Citation by State in State 

"Part 001 - General Provisions: Definitions" Subsections to 15- 10-020 12127/2002; 02123/2004 
02123/2004 

"Part 200 - CRM Permit Process: Application" Subsections to 15-10-205 12/27/2002; 02123/2004 
02/2312004 

"Part 200 - CRM Penn it Process: Decision on Subsections to 15-10-230 02/23/2004 02/23120o4 
CRM Application" 

"Part 300- Standards for CRM Permit L�uance: Subsections to 15-10-305 1212712002; 02123/2004 
General Criteria for all CRM Pennits" 02/23/2004 

"Part 300 - Standards for CRM Pennit I�ce: Subsections to 15-10-310 12/27/2002; 02123/2004 
Specific Criteria, Areas of Particular Concern" 02123/2004 ... �t.._,. 
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Name/Description of State Law/Regulation/Policy 
Added or Removed from CMP (all se<:rioos are Date Adopted Date Effective 
added to CMP unless noted otherwise) State Legal Citation by State in State 

"Part 500- Standards for Determining of a Major Subsections to 15-10-505 12127/2002; 02/23/2004 
Siting: Specific Criteria for Major Sitings" 02/23/2004 

"Part 600 - CRM Pennit Conditions: Mandatory Subsection to I 5-l 0-610 02123/2004 02123/2004 
Conditions" 

"Part 700 • CRM Pennit Amendment: Transfer of Section 15-10-705 02123/2004 02123/2004 
Interest" 
''Part 800- Enforcement ofCRM Pennits: Permit Subsection to 15-10-815 02123/2004 02123/2004 
Enforcement Notice" 

"Part 800- Enforcement ofCRM Permits: Subsection to 15-10-830 02/23/2004 02123/2004 
Remedies" 

''Part 1200 - CRM Public Records: Retentioo" Subsection to 15-10-1201 12127/2002 12127/2002 

"DEQ Well Drilling and Well Operations Subsections to Section 2 12117/2004 1211712004 
Regulations: Purpose'' 

''DEQ Well Drilling and Well Operations Subsections to Section 25 12/17/2004 1211712004 
Regulations: Groundwater Management Zones" 

"DEQ Wastewater Treatment and Disposal Rules Subsections to Section 3 11/27/2002 1 1/27/2002 
and Regulatioos: Definitions" 

"DEQ Wastewater Treatment and Disposal Rules Subsections to Section 20 11 /27/2002 1 1/27/2002 
and Regulations: Animal Waste Managernentn 

"DEQ Water Quality Standards: Classificatioo and Subsection to Section 6 09/24/2004 09/24/2004 
Establishment ofWater Use Areas'' 

"DEQ Water Quality Standards: Specific Water Subsections to Section 8 09124/2004 09/24/2004 
Quality Criteria" 

"DEQ Water Quality Standard:�: Mixing Zone in Subsection to Section 9 09/24/2004 09/24/2004 
Receiving WatJ:rs" 

PUBLIC AND FEDERAL AGENCY COMMENTS 

OCR.M: received no connnents on this RPC submission. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this review. Please contact John Parks at (808) 532-5563 if 
you have any questions. 

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER 

Sincerely, 

II f­Ltlil;t��; ��g. Olief / 
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Public Notice 

Fnancxe A. Cattro 
Di11eonr 

Prom the COMMONWEALTH OF THE NOTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS COASTAL 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

of the CNMl'S DIVISION OF COASTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT 

DATE: September 15,2014 

NOTICE: Pursuant to Section 307(f) of the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA), 16 U.S.C. 
§ 1451-§ J 465, and the Program Change Guidance issued in July 1996 by the Office of Ocean and 
Coastal Resource Management (OCRM) of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands' (CNMI) Bureau 
of Environmental and Coastal Quality (BECQ) gives notice of incorporation into the CNMJ 
Coastal Management Program (CNMI CMP) of the current requirements of its water quality 
standards found in the Northern Mariana Islands Administrative Code (NMIAC), Chapter 65-
130. 

CZMA § 307(f) states that requirements established by a state or local government pursuant to 
the federal Clean Water Act "shall be incorporated" into any program developed pursuant to the 
CZMA. 

In 2006, CNMI's Water Quality Standards as administered by the Department of Environmental 
Quality were recognized as a part of the CNMI's CMP. 

The CNMI now gives notice to OCRM of the incorporation into the CNMI CMP of the current 
provisions of the Northern Mariana Islands Administrative Code (NMIAC), Chapter 65-130 

(Water Quality). 

ADDITIONAL INFO.R!'\iA TION: Additional information and related documents are available 
on the DCRM website at: http:i/cnn.!!ov.mQ. The water quality standards can be found in full at: 
hllp:i/www.cnmilaw.org/mediawiki- 1 .21 .2iindex.php?title=65- I 30 

If you have questions regarding this notice, please contact DCRM at 670-664-83 1 1 .  
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