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NOTICE OF CERTIFICATION AND ADOPTION OF RULE 

ADOPTION OF RULE: ADOPTION OF "RULE ON DIESEL EMISSION 
CERTIFICATION FEES" 

ACTION TO ADOPT RULE: The Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, 
Bureau of Environmental and Coastal Quality (CNMI BECQ), HEREBY ADOPTS AS A 
RULE, the attached " Rule on Diesel Emission Certification Fees", pursuant to the 
procedures of the Administrative Procedure Act (APA), 1 CMC §§ 9102, 9105 and 
applicable regulations. 

AUTHORITY: The attached rule is being promulgated by the CNMI BECQ, Division of 
Environmental Quality in accordance with the Commonwealth Environmental Protection 
Act, 2 CMC §§ 3101 to 3134 (Public Law 3-23, as amended), of the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands. These rules, regulations, technical provisions, and 
specifications shall have the force and effect of law and shall be binding on all persons 
and other legal entities subject to the jurisdiction of the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands Division of Environmental Quality. 

l 

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVE OF RULE: To ensure compliance with the CNMI Air 
Pollution Control Regulations, the Bureau of Environmental and Coastal Quality, 
Division of Environmental Quality ('DEQ") requires diesel-powered vehicles to be 
certified by DEQ to meet the air quality standards. NMIAC § 65-10-410(b). In 
accordance with§ 65-10-505, BECQ hereby requires a fee of $20 per vehicle 
certification, payable prior to issuance of the vehicle certificate 

DIRECTIONS FOR FILING AND PUBLICATION: These Proposed Regulations shall 
be published in the Commonwealth Register in the section on newly adopted rules and 
regulations (1 CMC § 9102(a)).

The Administrator will take appropriate measures to make this Rule is known to the 
persons who may be affected by them. 
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EFFECTIVE DATE: Pursuant to the APA, 1 CMC § 9105(b) and applicable regulations, 
this adopted Rule is effective 10 days after compliance with 1 CMC §§ 9102, 9105 and 
publication in the Commonwealth Register. 

I, Frank M. Rabauliman, Administrator of the Bureau of Environmental and Coastal 
Quality, hereby approve the attached Rule. 

Date 

Bureau of Environmental and Coastal Quality 

Filed and /1 J - • 

Recorded by: _�r-----'--------

1 
Esther SN. Nesbitt Date 

Commonwealth Register 

Received by: n ��� � �� Date 

Special Assistant for Administration 
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Pursuant to 1 CMC § 2153(e) and 1 CMC § 9102(c), the rule attached hereto has been 
reviewed and approved as to form and legal sufficiency by the Attorney General and 
shall be published, 1 CMC § 2153(f) (publication of rules and regulations). 

Gil Birnbrich 

Acting Attorney General 
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Fronk M. R.tbauliman 
:\dm.inlstr.u,;r 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

All Members of the Public 
BECQ Front Desk 
TW.M Branch 

David Rosario, DEQ Director 

DATE: 9-22-2014 

SUBJECT: Rule on Diesel Emission Certification Fees 

David B. Rosario 
Dircc:or, D EQ 

To ensure compliance with the CNMI Air Pollution Control Regulations, the Bureau of 
Environmental and Coastal Quality. Division ofEnviromnental Quality ('DEQ") requires diesel
powered vehicles to be certified by DEQ to meet the air quality standards. NMTAC § 65-10-
41 O(b ). ln accordance with § 65-l 0-505. BECQ hereby requires a fee of $20 per vehicle 
certification. payable prior to issuance of the vehicle certificate, effective as specified below. 

Pursuant to the APA, l CMC § 9105(b) and applicable regulations, this adopted Rule is effective 
10 days after compliance with 1 CMC §§ 9102, 91 05 and publication in the Commonwealth 
Register. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF CERTIFICATION AND ADOPTION 
OF NEW REGULATIONS OF 

The Bureau of Environmental and Coastal Quality: 
Voluntary Response Program Regulations 

Fronk M. Rabauliman 
;\tl1ninlsmcor 

David B. Rosario 
I >ircct<>t. DEQ 

1-'mncf'.s A. Casuo 
Dir<-.:tor, DCR':\1 

PRIOR PUBLICATION IN THE COMMONWEALTH REGISTER 
AS PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO REGULATIONS 

Volume 35, Number 09, pp 034349-034354 of September 28, 2013 

ACTION TO ADOPT PROPOSED REGULATIONS: The Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, 
Bureau of.. Environmental and Coastal Quality (BECQ} HE�EBY ADOPTS AS PERMANENT the 
Proposed Regulations which were published in the Commonwealth Register at the above-referenced 
pages, pursuant to the procedures of the Administrative Procedure Act,1 CMC § 91 04(a). The BECQ 
announced. that it intended to adopt. them as pennanent, and now does so. (ld.). I also certify by 
signature below that: 

as· published, such adopted regulations are a true, complete and correct copy of the referenced 
Proposed Regulations, and that they are being adopted without modification or amendment. 

PRIOR PUBLICATION: The prior p·ublication was as stated above. The BECQ Administrator adopted the 
regulations as final on September 25th, 2013. 

MODIFICATIONS FROM PROPOSED:REGULATIONS, IF ANY: None. I further request and direct that 
this Notice of Adoption be published in the Commonwealth Register. 

AUTHORITY: The BECQ is required by the Legislature to adopt rules and regulations regarding those 
matters .over which the BECQ has jurisdiction. including its regulation of the remediation of harmful 
substance .contamination through its. Voluntary Response Program. Commonwealth Environmental 
Protection Act, 2 CMC §§ 3121 and 3122. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Pursuant to. the APA, 1 CMC sec. 9105(b), these adopted regulations are 
effective 10 days after compliance. with the APA, 1 CMC §§ 9102 and 9104(a) or (b), which, in this 
instance, i� 10 days after this publication in the Commonwealth Register. 

COMMENTS AND AGENCY CONCISE STATEMENT: Pursuant to the APA. 1 CMC sec. 9104(a)(2), the 
agency Received no comments on the proposed regulations. Upon this adoption of the regulations, the 
agency,. if requested to do so by an interested person within 30 days of adoption, will issue a concise 
statement of the principal reasons for and against its adoption. 

ATIORNEY GENERAL APPROVAL · for non-modified regulations or regulations with NON-material 
modification: The adopted regulations were approved for promulgation by the Attorney General in the 
above-cited pages of the Commonwealth Register, pursuant to 1 CMC sec. 2153(e) (To review and 
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approve. as to form and legal sufficiency, all rules and regulations to be promulgated by any department, 
agency or instrumentality of the Commonwealth government, including public corporations, except as 
otherwise provided by law). 

I DECLARE unde�,fe�71ty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this declaration was 
executed on the �day of September, 2014, at Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands. 

Certified and ordered 

Administrator, 

I 

Filed and 
Recorded by: 

ESTHER SN. NESBITT {commonwealth Register 
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VOLUNTARY RESPONSE PROGRAM REGULATIONS 

PARTl G ENERAL 

1.1 AUTHORITY AND SCOPE: 

The Division of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is responsible for protecting, 
preserving and enhancing the environmental quality of water, air and land of the 
Connnonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI). 

These regulations are promulgated by the Division of Environmental Quality 
pursuant to the Commonwealth Enviromnental Protection Act (CEPA) codified as 
amended 2 CMC §§ 3101 to 3134, and the Commonwealth Solid Waste Management Act 
ofl989, codified as amended at 2 CMC §§ 3511-3521. These regulations and teclmical 
provisions shall have the force and effect of law and shall be binding on all persons and 
other legal entities subject to the jurisdiction of the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands. 

1.2 PURPOSE 

These regulatiOns specify the criteria a person must meet in order to qualify for 
liability protection from action by the DEQ for the release or threatened release of a 
hannfu� substance as defined under the DEQ Harmful Substance Cleanup Regulations. 
1.3 PROHmmONS 

Fact1ities that are not eligible to enter this program include: 

(1) A facility tbat is subject to a planned or ongoing Federal removal action 
under CERCLA; 

(2) A facilitY that is listed on the CERCLA National Priorities List or is 
proposed for listing; and 

(3) A facility that is subject to a unilateral administrative order, a court order,
and an administrative order on consent or judicial consent decree issued or 
entered into by EPA or DEQ. 

PART 2 DEFL"'ITIONS 

2.1 Days shall mean calendar days, including weekends and holidays. 

2.2 Enviromncntal'remedial cleanup means a remedial action at an affected site 
undertaken and financed by a person, which remedial action is subject to the oversight 
and approval by the D�Q. and with respect to which remedial action the person agrees to 
pay the DEQ's site specific costs incurred in administration and oversight. 
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2.3 Hazardous substance means any hazardous substance specifted in the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act, 42 U.S.C. 
Section 9601(14)(A)-(F), as amended (CERCLA), petroleum and petroleum products, 
and any hazardous waste as defined by the CNMJ hazardous waste regulations, or as 
defined by the CNMI Harmful Substance Cleanup Regulations, NMIAC, § 65-40-
01 09(w), as amended. The terms hazardous substance and harmful substance shalt mean
the same thing under these regulations. 

2.4 Nonresidential property means any real property currently or previously used for 
industrial or commercial purposes, or both. 

2.5 Participation fee means the following: one hundred dollars ($1 00) for non-
commercial application fee, two hundred dollar ($200) for commercial.application fee, 
and the assessment and cleanup permit fees deposit not to exceed five thousand dollars 
($5000) and all additional oversight cost reimbursements to be determined by DEQ 
pursuant to Part 5 of this regulation. 

2.6 Oversight Cost means any cost reasonably attributable to the site and may include
cost of direct activities such as review of response action plans, site visits to project site, 
and the like; support cost of direct activities; and interest charges for delayed payments. 
The assessment and cleanup permit fees shall be waived for non-commercial applicants, 
if no viable and potentially liable commercial entity exists. 

2. 7 Person m�s any individual, partnership, co-partnership, finn, eompany, public 
or private corporation, aSsociation, joint stock company, trust estate, political subdivision, 
or any agency, board, DEQ of the CNMI or Federal government, or any other legal entity
whatever is recognized by law as the subject of rights and duties. 

2.8 Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) means a noninvasive physical 
assessment of the real property and a records review conducted by a qualified 
Environmental Professional in accordance with American Society for Testing and 
Materials (ASTM) Standard E 1527-05, or as subsequently amended: A Phase I ESA 
report must be prepared following the fonnat in Appendix X4 with the addition of a 
specific section on data gaps as defined in Section l2. 7 of the ASTME 1527-05
Standard. 

2.9 Phase ll Environmental Site Assessment means an invasive sampling 
investigation by a technical consultant or the environmental professional in accordance 
with American Society for Testing and Materials {ASTM) Standard E 1903 -97 
(Reapproved 2002) of those areas of concern, or recognized environmental conditions,
identified in the Phase I ESA report for the site. Phase II investigations must be approved 
by the US Environmental Protection Agency. 
2.10 Remediation or remedial action means all appropriate actions taken to clean up
contaminated real property, including but not limited to removal, remedial actions, and 
response actions as such terms are defined by CERCLA. 

PART3 STAGE 1 
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3.1 Any person, including but not limited to a person acquiring, disposing of or 
possessing a lien hold or leasehold interest on real property, or other circumstances as 
may be established by rule involving real property that is known to be or suspected to be 
contaminated by harmful substances, may apply to remediate the real property with 
oversight by the DEQ. Such application shall be made on fonns provided by the DEQ 
and shall include the location of the real property, the legal description of the real 
property, a general description of the nature of the operations and activities and the dates, 
if known, that such activities occurred on the real property, the names of known past and 
present owners or operator of the real property, a description of the nature and extent of 
known or suspected contamination and an application fee for either a non-commercial or 
a commercial application. 

3.2 Application fonns may be submitted at arty time from the completion of an 
ASTM El527-05 Phase I environmental site assessment up through the development, but 
not including the implementation of a remedial action plan. The applicant shall submit 
copies of all reports prepared concerning the results of any site assessments, 
investigations, sample collections and sample analyses completed to date with the 
application. 

3.3 The DEQ wiU review the application forms for completeness. The DEQ will 
return any form deemed incomplete to the person for completion. Upon receipt of all 
requested information, the DEQ will notifY the person that the application form is 
complete. 

3.4 Following the approval of an application, the applicant shall complete a Phase II 
ESA in accordance with the ASTM E 1903-97 (Reapproved 2002) Standards. The 
complete PhaSe II ESA shall be submitted to DEQ within one hundred eighty (180) days 
following approval of the application. 

3.5 The DEQ shall review the reports submitted and comment, within thirty (30) 
days, on the completeness of the report and nature and extent of any additional required 
Qivirorunental site assessnierits to be conducted on the real property. The applicant shall 
complete all required additional work required by DEQ. 

3.6 Once the Phase II ESA is complete, as documented by the DEQ's acceptance of 
the report, the DEQ shall determine if remedial action is necessary. Ifthe DEQ 
determines that no remedial action is required, the DEQ will issue a Letter of Completion 
with respect to the specific Phase II ESA investigation. If the DEQ detennines that 
remediation is required, the applicant may apply to enroll in Stage 2. 

3.7 An applicant may withdraw from the program at any time with written 
notification to DEQ. The application fee is non refundable. 

3.8 DEQ reserves all rights to require investigation and remediation by potential 
liable parties lUlder CNMl law, including but not limited to the CNMI Harmful Substance 
Cleanup Regulations. 
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PART4 STAGE2 
4.1 Any person completing the Phase U ESA process Part 3 may apply to continue in 
the DEQ's Voluntary Response Program by completing an application available from the 
DEQ. 

4.2 Following the approval of an application, the applicant and DEQ shall execute an 
oversight agreement to be incorporated in the DEQ assessment and cleanup permit The 
DEQ shall require the applicant to post a deposit, not to exceed five thousand ($5,000) 
dollars for the pennit, which shall be used to cover the site-specific oversight costs to the 
DEQ. 

4.3 The applicant shall submit a remedial action p)an to the DEQ for review and 
approval for any contamination identified in the Phase II ESA report. The applicant shall 
develop the remedial action p1an following DEQ VRP Guidance. 

4.4. DEQ shall review the remedial action plan and notify the applicant regarding 
comments requiring revision to the plan or approval of tbe plan.

4.5. The DEQ shall review reports of any additional environmental site assessments 
and make a determination, within sixty ( 60) days, of any required remedial actions. If the 

. DEQ determines that no remedial action is required, the applicant shall submit, if 
required by the director, a monitoring plan to the DEQ. Upon approval by the director,
the plan, if required, shall be implemented by the applicant. If the DEQ determines that 
remediation .is required, the applicant shall submit a revised remedial action p1an. to the 
DEQ for any contamination identified in the environmental site assessments. 

4.6. The DEQ shaH review the remedial action plan. Remedial action plans shall be 
developed following DEQ guidance and include work plans, health and safety plans, 
testing protocols, and an analysis of alternatives. In addition, remedial action plans shall 
include appropriate monitoring plans as determined necessary by the DEQ based on the 
Phase II ESA analytical results. The DEQ shall, within ninety (90) days, approve the plan 
if the plan satisfies the requirements of this section. The remedial action plan is subject 
to public revieW and comment prior to DEQ approval. The applicant shall provide public 
notice at its own expense in two local newspapers of the opportunity to comment on the 

. plan, once during the week after the plan is submitted and once 4 weeks after the plan has 
been submitted. The deadline for conunents shall be thirty (30) days from the time the 
first notice is published. 

4.7. Following approval of the remedial action plan by the DEQ, the applicant shall 
implement the remedial action plan. 

4.8. During the implementation of the remedial action plan, the applicant shall submit 
to the DEQ, on forms provided by the DEQ, quarterly progress reports of such remedial 
action. 

4:9. The applicant shall submit to the DEQ a copy of all reports prepared concerning 
such remedial action. 
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:·; . , .  ·; �� CASINO GAMING CONTROL COMMJssli 
.. ;<: , • i·,, �\l-� Municipality of Tinian and Aguiguan 0-N 
· ........- .

Mathew C. Masga 
Chairman 

Bemadita C. Palacios 
Vice Chninvoman 

Ignacio K. Quichocho 
Member 

Lydia F. Sarcinas 
Member 

Commonwealth or the Northern Mariana Islands 

Lucia L. Blanco-Maralita, Esq. 

l'UBLIC NOTICE OF CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION OF 
UEGULATIONS WHICH ARE AMENDMENTS TO THE TCGCC 

PERSONNEL RULES AND REGULATIONS REGARDING 
SUBSECTION 170-30.5-515 ANNUAL AND SICK LEAVE 

OF THE TINIAN CASINO GAMING CONTROL COMMISSION 

PRIOR PUBLICATION IN THE COMMONWEALTH REGISTER AS 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO REGULATIONS 

VOLUME 36, NUMBER 07, PAGES 35208-35216 OF JULY 28,2014

Regulations of the Tinian Casino Gaming Control Commission: 
Personnel Rules and Regulations 

Executive Dircccor 
TinianGamingE[)(�gmail.<»m 

ACTION TO ADOPT THESE PROPOSED RULES AND 
REGULATIONS: The Tinian Casino Gaming Control Commission 
(TCGCC) ti11ds that: 

INTENDED ACTION TO ADOPT THES.E PROPOSED RULES AND 
REGULATIONS: The Tinian Casino Gaming Control Commission 
HEREBY ADOPTS AS PERMANENT REGULATIONS the Proposed 
Amendments to the Regulations which were published in the Commonwealth 
Register at the above-referenced pages, pursuant to the procedures of the 
Administrative Procedure Act, 1 CMC § 9104(a). The Tinian Casino Gaming 
Control Commission announced that it intended to adopt them as permanent, 
and now does so. I also certify by signature below that: 

as published, such adopted regulations are a true, complete and 
correct copy of the Referenced Proposed Amendments to the 
Regulations, and that they are being adopted without 
modification or amendment. 

PRIOR PUBLICATION: The prior publication was as stated above. 

MODIFICATIONS FROM PROPOSED REGULATIONS, IF ANY: 
None. 

AUTHORITY: The proposed amendments to TCGCC Personnel Regulations 
are promulgated pmsuant to the Commission's authority as provided by Part II 
Section 5(8)c of the Revised Casino Gaming Control Act of 1989 to establish 
regulations and the CNMI Administrative Procedures Act. 

P.O. Box 520143 Tin ian, MP 96952 • Tel: (670) 433-9188 • Fn::(670) 433-9290 • TinianGamingCommission@gmail.com 
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EFFECTIVE DATE: Pursuant to the Administrative Procedures Act, 1 CMC 
§9105(b), these adopted amendments to the Personnel Regulations are 
effective l 0 days after compliance with the Administrative Procedures Act, 1 
CMC §9102 and §9104(a) or (b), which in this instance, is 10 days after this 
publication in the Commonwealth Register. 

COMMENTS AND AGENCY CONCISE STATEMENT: Pursuant to the 
Administrative Procedures Act, 1 CMC §91 04(a)(2), the agency has 
considered fully all written and oral submissions respecting the proposed 
regulations. Upon this adoption of the reguJations, the agency, if requested to 
do so by an interested person, either prior to adoption or within 30 days 
thereafter, will issue a concise statement of the principal reasons for and 
against its adoption. Please see the following pages for this agency's concise 
statement, if there are any. in response to filed comments. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL APPROVAL: The adopted regulations were 
approved for promulgation by the Attorney General in  the above-cited pages of 
the Commonwealth Register, pursuant to 1 CMC § 2153(e) (to review and 
approve, as to form and legal sufficiency, all rules and regulations to be 
promuJgated by any department, agency or in&trumentality of the 
Commonwealth government, including public corporations, except as 
otherwise provided by law). 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct copy 
and that this declaration was executed on the I{,_, day of September, 2014, 
at Tinian, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

Certified and ordered by: 

/Lyv /J1� 
Mathew C. Masga 
Chairman 

Filed and recorded by: 

Commonwealth Registrar 

COMMONWEALTH REGISTE R VO LUME36 

crfJff 
Date 

ry, l�·�t�f¥'· 
Date 

NUMBE R 09 SEPTEMBE R 28, 2014 PAGE 035482 



� 
,. 

;: 

-t� cASIN�.�=�.:�=.�;.;oMMiss104r 
Mathew C. Masga 

Chairman 

Bemadita C. Palacios 
Vice Chairwoman 

Ignacio K. Quichocho 
Member 

Lydia F. Ban:ina.� 
Member 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 

Lucia L. Blanco-Maratita, Esq. 
Executive Din:ciOf 

TinianGnmingED@gmail.com 

PUBLIC NOTICE ANn CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION TO THE 
AMENDMENTS TO THE TCGCC PERSONNEL RULES AND 

REGULATIONS REGARDING SUBSECTION 170-30.5-010 
APPLICATIONS OF REGULATIONS AND 170-30.5-350 

PERSONNEL ACTION REQUIRED 
OF THE TIN IAN CASINO GAMING CONTROL COMMISSION 

PRIOR PUBLICATION IN THE COMMONWEALTH REGISTER AS 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO REGULATIONS 

VOLUME 36, NUMBER 07, PAGES 35199-35207 OF JULY 28,2014 

Regulations of the Tin ian Casino Gaming Control Commission: 
Personnel Rules and Regulations 

ACTION TO Al>OPT THESE PROPOSED RULES AND 
REGULATIONS: The Tinian Casino Gaming Control Commission 
(TCGCC) finds that: 

INTENDED ACTION TO ADOPT THESE PROPOSE.D RULES AND 
REGULATIONS: The Tinian Casino Gaming Control Commission 
HEREBY ADOPTS AS PERMANENT REGULATIONS the Proposed 
Amendments to the Regulations which were published in the Commonwealth 
Register at the above-referenced pages, pursuant to the procedures of the 
Administrative Procedure Act, 1 CMC § 9104(a). The Tinian Casino Gaming 
Control Commission announced that it intended to adopt them as permanent, 
and now does so. I also certify by signature below that: 

as published, such adopted regulations are a true, complete and 
correct copy of the Referenced Proposed Amendments to the 
Regulations, and that they are being adopted without 
modification or amendment. 

PRIOR PUBLICATION: The prior publication was as stated above. 

MODIFICATIONS FROM PROPOSED REGULATIONS, IF ANY: 
None. 

AUTHORITY: The proposed amendments to TCGCC Personnel Regulations 
are promulgated pursuant to the Conunission's authority as provjded by l'ru1 II 
Section 5(8)c of the Revised Casino Gaming Control Act of 1989 to establish 
regulations and the CNMI Administrative Procedures Act. 

P.O. Box 520143 Tin ian, MP 96952 • Tel: (670) 433-9288 "' Fax:(670) 433-9290 • TinianGamingCommission@gmail.tom 
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EFFECTIVE DATE: Pursuant to the Administrative Procedures Act, I CMC 
§9 .I 05(b ), these adopted amendments to the Personnel Regulations are 
effective 1 0  days after compliance with the Administrative Procedures Act, 1 
CMC §9102 and §9104(a) or (b), which in this instance, is 10 days after this 
publication in the Commonwealth Register. 

COMMENTS AND AGENCY CONCISE STATEMENT: Pursuant to the 
Administrative Procedures Act, 1 CMC §91 04(a)(2), the agency has 
considered fully all written and oral submissions respecting the proposed 
regulations. Upon this adoption of the regulations, the agency, if requested to 
do so by an iliterested person, either prior to adoption or within 30 days 
thereafter, will issue a concise statement of the principal reasons for -and 
against its adoption. Please see the following pages for this agency's concise 
statement, if there arc any, in response to tiled comments. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL APPROVAL: The adopted regulations were 
approved for promulgation by the Attorney General in the above-cited pages of 
the Commonwealth Register, pursuant to 1 CMC § 21 53(e) (to review and 
approve, as to form and legal sufficiency, all rules and regulations to be 
promulgated by any department, agency or instrumentality of the 
Commonwealth government, including public corporations, except as 
otherwise provided by law). 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the fore�oing is true and correct copy 
and that this declaration was executed on the /1/-#J day of September, 2014, 
at Tinian, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

Certified and ordered by: 

1'7/--Jt!dt� 
Mathew C. Masga 
Chairman 

Filed and recorded by: 

{Commonwealth Registrar 
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Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 
Department of Community and Cultural Affairs - Historic Preservation 

Office 
Laura T. Ogumoro, Secretary 

Department of Community and Cultural Affairs, Historic Preservation Office 
Caller Box 10007, Building No. 1339 

Ascension Road, Capitol Hill 
Saipan, MP 96950 

Tel no. 670-664-2587 Fax no. 670-664-2571 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF CERTIFICATION AND ADOPTION 
WHICH ARE AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE 

Department of Community and Cultural Affairs, Historic Preservation Office 

PRIOR PUBLICATION IN THE COMMONWEALTH REGISTER 
AS PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO REGULATIONS 

Volume 36 Number 05, pp 035072-73, of May 28, 2014 

ACTION TO ADOPT THESE PROPOSED RULES AND REGULATIONS: The 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana l.slands, Department of Community and 
Cultural Affairs, Historic Preservation Office ("HPO"), HEREBY ADOPTS AS 
PERMANENT regulations the Proposed Amendments to the Regulations which were 
published in the Commonwealth Register at the above-referenced pages, pursuant to 
the procedures of the Administrative Procedure Act, 1 CMC § 91 04(a). The Department 
of Community and Cultural Affairs HPO announced that it intended to adopt them as 
permanent, and now does so. I also certify by signature below that: 

As published, such adopted regulations are a true, complete and correct 
copy of the referenced Proposed Regulations; and that they are being 
adopted without modification or amendment. 

PRIOR PUBLICATION: The prior publication was as stated above. The Dept. of 
Community & Cultural Affairs, HPO adopted the regulations as final on June 30, 2014. 

MODIFICATION FROM PROPOSED REGULATIONS, IF ANY: None 

AUTHORITY: The Department of Community and Cultural Affairs is empowered by the 
Legislature to adopt rules and regulations for the administration and enforcement of the 
statutes governing activities over which the department has jurisdiction. See 1 CMC § 
2354. 
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EFFECTIVE DATE: Pursuant to the APA, 1 CMC § 9105(b), these adopted 
regulations are effective 1 0  days after compliance with the APA, 1 CMC §§ 9102 
and 9104(a) or (b), which in this instance, is 10 days after this publication in the 
Commonwealth Register. 

COMMENTS AND AGENCY CONCISE STATEMENT: Pursuant to the APA, 1 CMC § 
91 04{a)(2), the agency has considered fully all written and oral submissions respecting 
the proposed regulations. Upon this adoption of the regulations, the agency, if 
requested to do so by an interested person, either prior to adoption or within 30 days 
thereafter, will issue a concise statement of the principal reason for and against its 
adoption, incorporating therein its reasons for overruling the considerations urged 
against its adoption. Please see the following pages for this agency's concise 
statement, if there are any, in response to filed comments. 

The adopted regulations were approved for promulgation by the Attorney General in the 
above-cited pages of the Commonwealth Register, pursuant to 1 CMC sec. 21 53(e) (To 
review and approve, as to form and legal sufficiency, all rules and regulations to be 
promulgated by any department, agency or instrumentality of the Commonwealth 
government, including public corporations, except as otherwise provided by law). 

I DECLARE under penalty of pe�ury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this 
declaration was executed on the 24th day of September, 2014 at Saipan Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

Certified and ordered by: 

Filed and 
Recorded by: 

ESTHER S.N. NESBITT 
Commonwealth Register 
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cASINO GAMING CONTROL COMMJss �� Municipality ofTinian and Aguiguan 
'lOJV

Mathew C. Masga 
Chainn3Jl 

Bcmadita C. Palacios 
Vice Chairwoman 

Ignacio K. Quichocho 
Member 

Lydio F. Sarcinas 
Member 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 

Lucia L Blanco-�aralila. Esq. 
E.�e<:utive Dircctof 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULES AND REGULATIONS FO'ffianGamingED@gmaitcom 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PREMIUM PLAYER PROGRAM 
UNDER THE TINIAN CASINO GAMING CONTROL COMMISSION 

INTENDED ACTION TO ADOPT THESE PROPOSED RULES AND 
REGULA liONS: The Tin ian Casino Gaming Control Commission 
("TCGCC") intends to adopt as permanent regulations the attached 
Proposed Regulations, pursuant to the procedures of the Administrative 
Procedures Act, 1 CMC § 91 04(a). 

AUTHORITY: The proposed regulations to the Commission's Premium 
Player Program are promulgated pursuant to the authority of the 
TCGCC as provided by Part II Section 5(8)c of the Revised Casino 
Gaming Control Act of 1989 and the CNMI Administrative Procedures 
Act. 

THE TERMS AND SUBSTANCE: The proposed regulations set forth 

Rules and Regulations to implement required controls and verification 

processes to ensure the accurate reporting of gaming revenues at the 

two different tax rates pursuant to the Act, as amended by Tinian Local 

Law 1 8-05. 

THE SUBJECTS AND ISSUES INVOLVED: The Proposed 

Regulations sets forth the regulations and procedures implementing 

required controls and verification processes to ensure the accurate 

reporting of gaming revenues at the two different tax rates pursuant to 

the Act, as amended by Tinian Local Law 1 8-05. 

DIRECTIONS FOR FILING AND PUBLICATION: These Proposed 
Rules and Regulations shall be published in the Commonwealth 
Register in the section on proposed regulations and newly adopted 
regulations (1 CMC § 91 02(a)(1)) and posted in convenient places in
the Mayor's Office and in local government offices in each senatorial 
district, both in English and in the principal vernacular (1 CMC §
9104(a)(1).  

TO PROVIDE COMMENTS: Send or deliver your comments to Mr. 
Mathew C. Masga, Chairman of the Tinian Casino Gaming Control 
Commission by mail to P.O. Box 143, Tinian, MP 96952, or by personal 
delivery to the office, or via fax to (670)433-9290 with the subject line: 
"Premium Player Program Regulations" within (30) calendar days from 

1 
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the date of the publication in the Commonwealth Register. (1 CMC § 
91 04(a)(2)) 

These regulations were approved by the Tinian Casino Gaming Control 
Commission on May 8, 2014 . 

. /#� Submitted by:_�__;__; ______ _ 

Mathew C. Masga 
Chairman 

7 /?d/;y � 
Tinian Casino Gaming Control Commission 

Filed and 
Recorded by:._+----=---.._ __ _ 

E HER SN. NESBITT 
Cemmonwealth Registrar 

oq . r.� 3 ·1lf-
Date 

Pursuant to 1 CMC § 21 53(e) (AG approval of regulations to be 
promulgated as to form) and 1 CMC § 91 04(a)(3) (obtain AG approval) 
the proposed regulations attached hereto have been reviewed and 
approved as to form and legal sufficiency by the CNMI Attorney 
General and shall be published (1 CMC § 2153(f) (publication of rules 
and regulations)) . 

Dated the JM_ day of Scpfl� , 2014 . • 

GILBERT BIRNBRICH 
Deputy Attorney General 
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CHAPTER 170-30 TIN IAN CASINO 
GAMING CONTROL COMMISSION 

SUBCHAPTER 170-30,7 PREl\tliUM PLAYER PROGRAM 

§170-30.7-001 PREAMBLE 
Tinian Local Law 18-05 is of questionable validity as it purports to amend 

the Tinian Gaming Initiative, as amended. Until that law is tested and 

upheld in the courts, the Tinian Casino Gaming Control Commission 

("TCGCC") does not accept its validity; nonetheless, w1til the Jaw is 

upheld. the following regulations shall govern the manner in which the 

local law is to be administered. 

§170-30.7-002 DEFINITIONS 

As used in this subchapter, the term: 

(a) "Commission and complimentary program" means a program implemented 

by the casino for application to premimn players. 

(b) "Designmed gambling amusement machines" means gambling amusement 

machines designated solely for use by premiwn players. 

(c) "Designated tables" means gaming tables designated solely for use by 

premium players. 

(d) "Discounted 1ax rate" means the tax rare defined pursuant to 1 CMC § 

1 402(c) (4) which is applied to gross gaming revenue from premium 

players. 

(e) "Junket" means a group of people organized by a junket operator for the 

sole purpose of gambling at a casino pursuant to an approved junket 

commission and complimentary program. 

(f) "Junket operator" means a person who organizes individuals fi·om another 

country to gamble at the casino. 

(g) "Junket participants" means a patron that is patt of a group organized by a 

junket operator that visits the casino for the purpose of gambling. 

(h) "Non-premium player" means a casino player that does not qualify as a 

premium player for purposes of this regulation. 

(i) "Premium player'' means a casino patron that makes a qualifying minimum 

front money deposit during a single gambling visit. 

U) "Promotional expenses" means any expense related to the acquisition or 

retention of casino players and includes, but is not limited to, rebates i n  any 

form based on gambling or casino activities, junket related fees, 

commissions, incentives, transportation. accommodations, meals. or other 

similar expenses as approved by U1e TCGCC. 
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(k) "Qualifying front money deposit turnover" means the number of times the! 
value of the patron's deposit must be wagered in order to qualify for 

premi urn player status and application of the discounted tax rate. 

(I) "Qualifying minimum front money deposit" means a front money deposit 

account opened by a premium player i n  the amount of not less than US 

$20,000. 
(m)"Single gambling visit'' means one continuous visit in which the patron 

gambles each day. A continuous visit may be one day or multiple days. 

§1 70-30.7-003 Premium Player Qualifications 

(a) In order to qualify as a premium player, a patron must make a qualifying 

minimum front money deposit i n  the form of cash, foreign currency, 

certified or cashier's check, electronic transfer deposit, or casino chips. 

(b) Qualifying minimum front money deposits must be made as a single 

deposit by the casino patron. Additional front money deposits i n  excess of 

the qualifying minimum front money deposit may be made at any time 

during the qualifying visit. 

(c) Premitun player deposits must be made at the casino cage and witnessed by 

a TCGCC Inspector, casino cage cashier, a gaming manager, and the 

surveillance department. Premium player deposits made prior to the palron 

arriving at the casino require the pntron, upon arrival and prior to 

gambling, to present valid identification at the cashier's cage. The patron 

must confirm by signature the qualifying minimum front money deposit 

amount. 

(d) Individual junket participants must present valid identi lication at the cage 

and participate with the junket operator during the front money deposit 

process. Junket participants shall confirm by signature the amount of the 

qualifying minimum front money deposit. 

(e) A casino patron must wager during a single gambling visit the value of the 

qualifying front money deposit a minimum of five (5) times or $100,000. 
whichever is less, in order to qualify for the commission and 

complementary program. 

(f) Casino patrons not complying with th� provisions of this regulation shall 

be disqualified as premium players and any gaming wins from such patrons 

shall not qualify for the discounted tax mle. 
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§ l?0-30.7-004 Verification of Premium Player Qualifying Minimum 

Deposit 

(a) At the time of the qualifying minimum deposit. the cage cashier shall 

verify the patron's name and identity with the patron's passport. A copy of 

the patron's passport shaJI be made and kept \.Vith the patron's accotmt file. 

(b) Front money deposits shall be verified by the TCGCC Inspector, cage 

cashier, games manager, and recorded by surveillance. Documentation 

acknowledging the amowlt of deposits shall be signed by the TCGCC 

Inspector, cage cashier, games manager, and patron. 

{c) Surveillance shall take a still photo of tht.! patron making the deposit and 

maintain the photo on a separate disk. Photos of premium players shall be 

indexed by date and patron name. Photos shall be retained tor a minimum 

of five years and available for TCGCC inspection and copying. 

§ 170-30.7-005 Premium Player Gambling Activity Requirements 

(a) The licensee shall make and maintain records of all premium player 

deposits, withdrawals. turnover, win or loss in a fonn approved by the 

TCGCC. All records shall be maintained for a minimum of tive years. 

(b) Commission and complimentary programs must be approved in advance by 

the TCGCC to be effective and valid. 

(c) Commission and complimentary programs for premium players shall 

include a method tor accurately recording turnover by individual and by 

single gambling visits. 

(d) Designated tables and designated gambling amusement machines shall 

only be used by premium players during any given gaming day or other 

longer period approved by the TCGCC. ldc!ntifying numbers and locations 

of designated tables and gambling amusement machines must be submitted 

to the TCGCC and approved in advance of their use. 

(e) Drop boxes lor designated table games and drop receptacles tor gambling 

amusement machines shall be separately identified in a murmer approved 

by the TCGCC. 

(t) Tables and gambling amusement machines used for play that me not 

designated in advance to the TCGCC shall be considered non-premium 

games. Gross gaming revenues from non-premium games and gambling 

amusement machines are not eligible for application of the discounted tax 
rate. 

(g) Designated gambling amusement machines must be located in a separate 

high limit area and not on the gemm.tl gaming floor. They shall be 

5 
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restricted in such a manner that does not allow non-premium players to 
access and play the machines. 

(h) Gaming revenues resulting from wagering by non-premium players on 

designated tables or gambling amusement machines in any given gaming 

day, or longer period as approved by the TCGCC, are not eligible for 

application of the discounted tax rate. If gamil1g revenues from non

premium players on designated tables or designated gambling. amusement 

machines cannot be accurately identified, gross gaming revenues for such 

designated tables or gambling amusement machines for the entire gaming 

day shall not qualify tor the discounted tax rate. 

(i) The discounted tax rate shall not apply on gross gaming revenues for 

premium players that play at non-designated tables or non-designated 

gaming amusement machines. 

(j) Gross gaming revenues from designated tables and designated gambling 

amusement machines shall be cotmted and reconciled separately from non

designated tables and gambling amusement machines in a manner 

approved by the TCGCC. 

§170-30.7-006 .Miscellaneous Provisions 

(a) Promotional expenses which receive the written pre-approval of the 

TCGCC and which may include game commission waivers or discounts, 

free plays, match bets, or other expenses which receive TCGCC pre

approval shall not be deducted from gross gaming revenues for purposes of 

calculating gambling revenue taxes. 

(b) All junket operators must be approved by the TCGCC prior to receiving 

any compensation from the licensee. 

(c) All junket contracts, in order to be given effect and to be recognized, valid. 

lawful and enforceable. must first be reviewed and approved, in. writing, by 

the TCGCC and the jlmket operator must obtain a junket operator's license 

from the TCGCC. 

(d) Premium players shall not be entitled to game commtss1on waivers or 

discounts, free plays, match bets, or similar programs that change the 

theoretical percentage of table games or gambling amusement machines. 

(e) The .licensee shall submit to the TCGCC for prior approval a system of 

internal control designed to comply with this regulation. Upon approval by 

the TCGCC, the licensee shall comply with the written system. Changes to 

the approved system of internal control shall be submitted at least 30 days 

in advance and only become effective upon TCGCC approvaL 
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ARONGORONGOL TOULAP, REL POMMWOL ALLEGH ME 
MWOGHUTUGHUTUL, KKA RE BWE FFEER NGALI PROGROOMAL 
PREMIUM PLAYER SANGI TINIAN CASINO GAMING CONTROL 
COMMISSION 

MANGEMANGIL POMMWOL RE BWE ADAPT MLI ALLEGH ME MW6GHUTUGHUT: 
Tinian Casino Gaming Control Commission ("TCGCC") re mangemangil re bwe adaptaali 

bwe e bwe llegh 16 bwe allegh kka re appasch rei Proposed Regulations, sangi 

mw6ghurughutul Administrative Procedure Act, 1 CMC § 9104 (a). 

BWANGIL: Pornmol allegh ngaU Commission's Premium Player Program, nge e arongowow 

sangi bwangil TCGCC iye iischilong rel Part n Section 5(8)c, sangi Revised Casino Gaming 

Control Act of 1989 me CNMI Administrative Procedures Act. 

KKAPASAL ME AWEEWEL: Pornmol allegh nge e ayooratiw alleghul me 

mw6ghutughutlil bwe e bwe ffeer-tiw millikka e bwe bwangiy me e bwe ffat 

mw6ghurughutul bwe e bwe alughulughulugh rel kkapasal gaming revenues me rei tax rate 

kka ruwoow kka re se weewe fengal sangi Act, igha re liwell sangi Tinian Local Law 18-05. 

KKAPASAL ME 6UTOL: PommoJ allegh nge e ayooratiw alh�ghul me mw6ghurutul bwe e 

bwe ffeer-tiw millikka e bwe bwangiy me e ffat mw6ghutughutul bwe e bwe 

aJughuh1ghulugh rel kkapasal gaming revenues me rei tax rate kka ruwoow kka re se 

weewe fengal sangi Act, igha re liwell sangi Tinian Local Law 18-05. 

AFALAFAL REL USISILONGOL ME ARONGOWOWUL: E bwe arongowoow pommol Allt�gh 

me Mw6ghurughut me rei Commonwealth Register leyil talil rei porn mol mw6ghutlighut 

me milikka re adaptaali iye re ffe bwe mw6ghutlighut, (1 CMC § 9102(a)(1)) me re 

appasch ta 161 bwuleey kka e ffil rei Mayor's Office, me Bwulasiyol Gobetnameento 161 

senatorjaJ districts, rei kkasal English, Remaraalis me Refaluwasch. 1 CMC § 9104(a)(l). 

ATTOTOOLONGOL MANGEMANG: Re bwe afanga ngare bwughil6 y66mw iischil 

mangemang, me kkapasal ngali, Mathew C. Masaga, Chairman rei Tin ian Casino Gaming 

Control Commission, via mail reJ P.O. box 143, Tinian, MP 96952, me ngare bwal personal 

delivery l6 rei ofisiina, ngare via fax rei (670) 433-9290. nge e bwe llo w61 Subject line: 

"Premium Player Program Regulations" lsiisilongol mangemang nge e bwe llegh 16 1161 30 

rall mwiiril arongowoowul me rei Common Register, rei Liwell. (1 CMC § 9104 (a)(2)). 

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER VOLUME 36 NUMBER 09 SEPTEMBER 28, 2014 PAGE 035493 

' 
I 

I I 
'• 



. . 

Pomwol AJJegh nge aa llegh 16 sangi Tinian Casino Gaming Control Commission w61 

M66zo 8, 2014. 

Is<lliiyallong: l'!r---&,� 
Mathew C. asga 
Chairman 
Tinian Casino Gaming Control Commission 

Aramasye 
E bwuughi: eming 

Special Assistant for 

Fileme � 
Rekoodliiyal: 

Esther SN. Nesbitt 
Commonwealth Register 

inistration 

Ral 

Sangi 1 CMC § 2153(e) (AJlegh kkaaJ ebwe lleghl6 scingi AG bwe e fil reel ffeeruul) me 1 
CMC § 9104 (a) (3) (mwiir sangi yaar llegh 16 me AG) rei pomwol allegh ie re aschuwlong 
bwe ra takkal amwuri fiischiy, me Uegh 16 ffeerul me legal sufficiency sangi CNMI Attorney 
General me e bwe le arongowoow, 1 CMC § 2153(f) (Arongowowul allegh me 
mw6ghurughut). 

Maram ye .J2.A , raJ ye�2014. 

tJ4 �  
GILBERT BIRNBRICH 
Deputy Attorney General 
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TIN IAN CASINO GAMING CONTROL COMMISSION 
Munisipalidat Tinian yan Aguigan 

Commonwealth gi Sangkattan na Islas Marianas 

NUTISIAN PUPBLIKU Gl MANMAPROPONI NA AREKLAMENTU VAN REGULASION SIHA Gl 
IMPLEMENTASION I PRUGAAMAN PREMIUM PLAYER Gl PAPA' I TINIAN CASINO GAMING CONTROL 

COMMISSION 

I MA'INTENSIONA NA AKSION Nl PARA U MA'ADMTA ESTI SIHA I MANMAPROPONI NA 
AREKLAMENTU VAN REGULASION SIHA: I Tinian Casino Gaming Control Commission (''TCGCC") ha 
intensiona para u adapta kumu petmanienti na regulasion siha nl maiiechettun i Manmaproponi na 
Regulasion siha, sigun gi i manera siha gi Aktun Administrative Procedures gi 1 CMC § 9104(a). 

ATURIDAT: I manmaproponi na regulasion siha para i Commission's Premium Player Program ni 
manmacho'gui sigun gi aturidat i TCGCC kumu mapribeniyi ginin i Patti II gi Seksiona 5(8)c gi Maribisa 
na Aktun Casino Gaming Control gi 1989 yan i Aktun CNMI Administrative Procedures. 

I TEMA VAN SUSTANSIAN I PAlABRA SIHA: I manmaproponi na regulasion siha ni mapega mo'na na 
Areklamentu yan Regulasion siha ni para u ma'implementa i dinimandan minaneha siha yan i 
verification processes ni para u na'siguru i dinanchi na rinipot i gaming revenues gi dos na difirentis na 
tax rates sigun gi Aktu, kumu ma'amenda ni Tinian local Law 18-05. 

I SUHETU Nl MASUMARIA VAN ASUNTU Nl TINEKKA: I Manmaproponi na Regulasion siha ni mapega 
mo'na i regulasion yan i manera siha ni ha implemementa i dinimandan minaneha siha yan verification 
processes para u na'siguru i dinanchi na rinipopot i gaming revenues gi dos dlfirentis na tax rates sigun 
gi Aktu, kumu ma'amenda ni Tinian Local Law 18-05. 

DIREKSION PARA U MAPO'LU VAN MAPUPBLIKA: Esti i Manmaproponi na Areklamentu yan 
Regulasion Siha debi na u mapupblika gi halum i Rehistran Commonwealth gi halum i seksiona ni 
maproponi na regulasion siha yan nuebu na ma'adapta na regulasion siha (1 CMC § 9102(a)(1) yan u 
mapega gi halum i mangkumbinienti na lugat siha gi Ufisinan Atkatdi yan gi halum ufisinan 
gubietnamentu siha gi halum distritun senadot, parehu English yan gi lingguahin natibu 
(1 CMC § 9104(a)(1). 

PARA U MAPRIBENIYI UPINON SIHA: Na'hanao pat intrega i upinon-mu guatu gi as Sifiot Matthew C. 
Masga, Kabesiyun Tinian Casino Gaming Control Commission gi mail P.O. Box 143, Tinian, M P  96952, 
pat chuli' guatu petsonatmienti gi ufisina, pat via fax gi (670)433-9290 yan i rayan suhetu: 
"Regulasion Prugraman Premium Player Siha" gi halum trenta(30) dihas gi kalendariu ginin i fetchan 
pupblikasion gi halum Rehistran Commonwealth. (1 CMC § 9104(a)(2)) 
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Esti na regulasion siha maninaprueba ni Tin ian Casiono Gaming Control Commission gi Mayu 8, 2014. 

Nina'halum as: 

Rinisibi as: 

Pine'lo yan 
Ninota as: 

Matthew C. Masga 
Kabesiyu 
Tinian Casino Gaming Control Commission 

Espisiat Na Ayudanti Para A'tministrasion 

E,STHER SN. NESBITT 
R'ehistran Commonwealth 

Fetch a 

��}(' Fetch a 

Fetch a 

Sigun i 1 CMC § 2153(e) (lnaprueban Abugadu Henerat ni regulasion siha na para u macho'gui 
kumu fotma) yan 1 CMC § 9104(a)(3) (inahentan inaprueban Abugadu Henerat) i manmaproponi na 
regulasion siha ni maiiechettun guini ni manmaribisa yan manma'aprueba kumu fotma yan 
sufisienti ligat ginin i CNMI Abugadu Henerat yan debi na u mapupblika, 1 CMC § 2153(f) 
(pupbfikasion areklamentouyan regulasion siha). 

Mafetcha guini gi diha J2) 

GILBERT BIRNBRICH 
Deputy Attorney General 
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Municipality of Tinian and Aguiguan 'lOJv 

: • .  � .. :�·:' .: =�· ... Mathew C. Mosga 
Chainnan 

'Bemadita C. Palacios 
Vice Chairwoman 

Ignacio K. Quichocho 
Member 

Lydia F. Sarcinas 
Member 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 

Lucia L. Blanco-Maratita. Esq. 
Executive Director 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULES AND REGULATIONS 
TinianGamingED@gmail.rom 

OF THE TINIAN CASINO GAMING CONTROL COMMISSION 
FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF AN ADMINISTRATOR 

PROPOSED RULES AND REGULATIONS: The Tinian Casino Gaming 
Control Commission (TCGCC) finds that: 

INTENDED ACTION TO ADOPT THESE PROPOSED RULES AND 
REGULATIONS: The Tinian Casino Gaming Control Commission intends 
to adopt as permanent regulations the attached Proposed Regulations, 
pursuant to the procedures of the Administrative Procedures Act, 1 CMC § 
9104(a). The Regulations would become effective ten (10) days after 
adoption and publication in the Commonwealth Register. (1  CMC § 9104(b)) 

AUTHORITY: The proposed amendments to TCGCC .Personnel 
Regulations are promulgated pursuant to the Commission's authority as 
provided by Part II Section 5(8)c of the Revised Casino Gaming Control Act 
of 1989 to establish regulations and the CNMI Administrative Procedures 
Act. 

THE TERJ\tfS AND SUBSTANCE: The proposed amendments provide for 
the Appointment of an Administrator for a Casino Licensee. 

THE SUBJECTS AND ISSUES INVOLVED: These rules and regulations 
establish the Appointment of an Administrator for a Casino Licensee if 
certain circumstances occur to warrant such an appointment. 

DIRECTIONS FOR FILING AND PUBLICATION: These Proposed 
Rules and Regulations shall be published in the CommonweaJth Register in 
the section on proposed regulations and newly adopted regulations. l CMC § 
9102(a)(l )  and posted in convenient places in the Mayor's Office and in local 
government offices in each senatorial district, both in English and in the 
principal vernacular. l CMC § 9104(a)(l) 

TO PROVIDE COM.l\fENTS: All interested persons may examine the 
proposed amendments and submit written comments, positions, or statement 
for or against the proposed amendments to the Chairman of the Tinian Casino 
Gaming Control Commission via mail at P.O. Box 143, Tinian, MP 96952, 
via phone at (670)433-9288 or via fax to (670)433-9290 within (30) calendar 
days following the date of the publication in the Commonwealth Register of 
these amendments. ( I  CMC § 9104(a)(2)) 

l 
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These regulations were approved by the Tinian Casino Gaming Control 
Commission on August 1 5. 2014. 

Submitted by: /11� � b �aid 
Mathew . Masga � 
Chairman 
Tinian Casino Gaming Control Commission 

Filed and 

Esther S. leming 
Special A sst for Adm ., · 

Recorded by:---;'---....:....:'-------

ommonwealth Registrar 

9Ji.(pj� 
Date 

) 

Date 

Pursuant to l CMC § 2153( e) (AG approval of regulations to be promulgated 
as to form) and 1 CMC § 91 04(a)(3) (obtain AG approval) the proposed 
regulations at1ached hereto have been reviewed and approved as to fonn and 
legal sufficiency by the CNMI Attorney General and shall be published (1 
CMC § 2 153(f) (publication of rules and regulations)). 

Dated theZf!1h.day of ��014 . 

GILBERT BIRNBRICH 
Deputy Attorney General 
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Regulations for the Appointment of an Administrator 

Purpose of the Regulations 

These regulations codify the Tinian Casino Gaming Control Commission's 
policies on the use of an administrator as certain circumstances occur to 
warrant such an appointment. It sets forth the procedures lhe Tinian Casino 
Gaming Control Commission shall follow when it decides to appoint an 
administrator. the duties and powers of an administrator and the termination 
of an administrator. 

REGULATION 

l .  Policy of the Commission. 

The Commission hereby fmds and declares it to be its policy that: 

1 . 1  The stability and continuity o f  casino operations or hotel 
casino operations in this municipality are essential to the 
municipality's economy and to the general welfare of its 
residents. 

1.2 

1.3 

1.4 

Any closure of a casino or hotel-casino complex because of a 
cancellatio� revocation or suspension of its license may cause 
unnecessary financial hardship to its employees, creditors and 
investors and may have an adverse economic effect on the 
residents of the municipality. 
Public confidence and trust in the ability of the municipality to 
control gaming operations must not be sacrificed by any 
relaxation of strict controls in particular circwnstances merely 
to permit gaming operations to continue. 
Placing the management and control of a casino or hotel
casino complex whose license is canceled, revoked or 
suspended under the control of a competent administrator may 
ensure the proper regulation of the operations while 
maintaining its value for its creditors and investors. 1t may 
also serve to protect the interests of other persons by avoiding 
any disruption of the economy of the community. 

2. Determination to Appoint an Administrator 

2.1 In determining whether to appoint an administrator, the 
Commission shall consider: 

2.1 . 1  The failure of the casino operator/licensee to comply with its 
directives, the Revised Tinian Casino Gaming Control Act, 
and/or its regulations; 
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2. 1 .2 

2 . 1 .3 

2.1.4 

2.1.5 

2. 1.6 

2.1.7 

2.1.8 

2.1.9 

2 . 1 . 1 0  

Whether there is an unauthorized operation of the casino by 
unlicensed persons; 
The nature of the violations that resulted in a c-ancellation, 
revocation or suspension of the license; 
The economic impact of closure of the casino or hotel-casino 
complex upon the community; 
The involvement, if any, of undisclosed interests in the casino 
or hotel-casino complex; 
The current status of all fees and taxes applicable to the 
operations; 
The adequacy of existing financing for the operation and the 
suitability of any proposed financing; 
The impact upon public confidence and trust if gaming 
operations are not conducted honestly and free from criminal 
and corruptive elements; 
The availability of persons qualified and willing to assume the 
position of administrator for the casino or hotel-casino 
complex. 
Any other matter material to a full and complete consideration 
of the particular circumstances presented . 

3. Qualifications of an Administrator 

3. t 

3.2 

3.3 

3.4 

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER 

The Commission must be satisfied that the potential 
administrator has the requisite casino management experience. 
The potential administrator should meet the suitability 
standards of the Act in order to qualify for appointment. The 
administrator shall be a person of relevant experience in the 
field of gaming management and, in the case of replacing a 
gaming licensee, shall have experience operating a gaming 
location of similar caliber in another jurisdiction, and shall be 
in good standing in any jurisdiction where the person has held 
or holds a license, registration or other authorization. Upon 
appointment, an administrator shall agree to operate the 
gaming location in compliance with all requirements of the 
statement of conditions issued by the commission in 
connection with the gaming license for the gaming location. 
The Commission may appoint more than a single individual, 
such as a management team, association or company. where 
such appointment v.ill  better meet the circumstances and the 
needs of the casino or hotel-casino complex. 
In cases where there is more than one qualified applicant for 
administrator, the Executive Director shall review the 
qualifications of each applicant and make a recommendation 
to the Commission specifying the most suitable applicant in 
the circumstances. 
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3.5 The Commission shall rev1ew the recommendation of the 
Executive Director and in its sole and absolute discretion, 
accept the recommendation of the Executive Director or select 
another qualified applicant for appointment as administrator. 

3.6 The Executive Director may accept applications for the 
administrator at any time. The Executive Director shall 
determine the type and form of information the prospective 
administrator shall file in order to be considered for 
appointment 

4. Compensation of the Administrator; Bonding 

4. I The Commission shall allow reasonable compensation, out of 
the revenue of the casino or hotel-casino complex, for the 
services, costs and expenses of the administrator and for any 
persons whom the administrator may engage to aid him in his 
duties. 

4.2 The Commission may require the execution and filing of a 
bond for the faithful performance of his duties payable to the 
Commission with such surety or sureties and in such fom1 and 
amount as the Commission shall approve. 

5. Powers, Authorities and Duties of an Administrator 

5.1 

5.3 

5.3.1 

5.3.2 

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER 

Upon appointment of the administrator, the right, title, and 
interest of all persons in the casino or hotel casino are 
suspended and the administrator shall become vested with the 
title of all the property of the former or suspended licensee 
relating to the casino or hotel-casino complex, subject to any 
and all valid liens, claims and encumbrances. After issuance 
of an order to appoint an administrator, the former or 
suspended gaming licensee may not exercise any of its 
privileges, collect or rccei ve any debts or pay out. sell, assign, 
or transfer any of its assets to anyone without prior approval of 
the appointed administrator and the Commission. 
The administrator shall protect the money and property so 
acquired by managing it in a prudent businesslike manner. 
Subject to the general supervision of the Commission and 
pursuant to any specific order it may deem appropriate. an 
administrator shall have the power to: 
Take into his possession aJI the properly of the former 
canceled or suspended licensee relating to the casino or hotel
casino complex, including its books, records and papers, and 
bank accounts; 
institute and defend actions by or on behalf of the former or 
suspended licensee; 
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5.3.3 Settle or compromise with any debtor or creditor of the former 
or suspended licensee, including any taxing authority; 

5.3.4 Continue the business of the former or suspended licensee and 
to that end enter into contracts, borrow money and pledge, 
mortgage or otherwise encumber the property of the former or 
suspended licensee as security for Lhe repayment of the 
administrator's loans; provided, however, that such power 
shall be subject to any reasonable provisions and restrictions 
in any existing credit documents; 

5.3.5 Hire, fire and discipline employees; 
5.3.6 Perform any other lawful acts on behalf of the casino or hotel

casino complex which an owner is entitled to perform. 
5.3.7 The administrator is bound by all provisions of the Act and all 

regulations of the Commission. 

6. Reports by the Administrator 

6.1 An administrator shall file with the Commission such reports 
with regard to the casino or hotel-casino complex under the 
supervision of the administrator in such form and at such 
intervals as the Commission may prescribe. 

6.2 The reports of the administrator shall be available for 
examination and inspection by any creditor or party in interest. 

7. Payment of Net Earnings. 

7.1 

7.2 

7.2.1 

7.2.2 

7.2.3 

No payment of net earnings shall be made without the prior 
approval of the Commission. The administrator shall provide 
the Commission with all necessary documentation for its 
examination relating to net earnings within 1 0  days after the 
end of the applicable accounting period. 
An administrator shall not distribute earnings of the gaming 
location to the tormer licensed owners thereof, w1til deduction 
is made for: 
All amounts payable under the Gaming Act and these 
regulations. 
The costs of the administration, including compensation and 
expenses incurred by the administrator and those engaged by 
the administrator to aid in the administrator's duties, then due 
and owing. 
Amounts deemed necessary by the administrator for 
continuing the operation of the gaming location including, but 
not limited to, bankroll, salaries, and foreseeable operating 
expenses. 

7.2.4 Amounts deemed necessary by the administrator to preserve 
the assets of the gaming location. 
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7.2.5 A reserve fund sufficient, in the determination of the 
administrator, to facilitate continued operation in light of 
pending civil litigation, disputed claims, contractual 
obligations, taxes, fees, and any other contingency known to 
the administrator which may require payment by the gaming 
location. 

8. Sale of the Casino or Hotel Casino Complex by the Former or 
Suspended Legal Owner. 

8.1 

8.2 

8.3 

The Commission shalt set a reasonable time for the former or 
suspended legal owner to sell the casino or hotel-casino 
complex provided such time does not exceed one year from 
the date of the appointment of the administrator. 
Any person who owned an interest in the casino or hotel
casino complex at the date of appointment of the administrator 
may secure a willing and able buyer of the hotel-casino 
complex. 
The proposed buyer must first file a completed application for 
Licensing as deemed complete by the Executive Director with 
the Commission within 120 days of the proposed purchase 
date of tl1e hotel-casino complex. The sale is not final and title 
cannot transfer until the buyer is licensed and the Commission 
approves the terms and conditions of the sale. 

9. Sale of the Casino or Hotel Casino Complex by the 
Administrator. 

9.1 

9.2 

9.3 

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER 

The administrator shall, after a time set by the Commission 
pursuant to Section 8 of this regulation. offer the casino or 
hotel-casino complex for sale. The administrator shall exert 
his best efforts to secure a buyer for the casino or hotel-casino 
complex, including advertising expenses, at a fair price. He 
may employ brokers and other persons to assist him in 
securing a suitable buyer. 
The administrator shall not otTer the casino or hotel-casino 
complex for sale provided a timely sale of the casino or hotel 
casino complex has been consummated by the former or 
suspended owner in accordance with Section 8 of this 
regulation. 
The administrator shall not accept an offer to purchase the 
hotel-casino complex unless such purchase agreement is 
contingent upon the buyer first filing with the Commission a 
completed application for licensing as determined by the 
Executive Director within 120 days of the proposed purchase 
date. The sale is not final and title cannot transfer until the 
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buyer is licensed and the Commission approves the terms and 
conditions of the sale. 

10. Limitation of Personal Liability of the Administrator. 

An administrator is not personally liable for: 

10.1 

10.2 

10.3 

10.4 

Any secured or unsecured debt of the casino or hotel-casino 
complex incurred before, during or after his appointment; 
Any penalty which may be assessed against a former or 
suspended licensee for his failure to pay or the late payment of 
any license fee or tax levied pursuant to the Act; 
Any act or omission made by him in the exercise of prudent 
business judgment or pursuant to an order of the Commission . 
The Commission may enter into any reasonable agreement 
with the adminb1rator to defend his conduct and to limit said 
administrator's liability for his actions or failure to act as 
administrator of the hotel-casino complex pursuant to these 
regulations. 

11.  Termination of the Administrator. 

Without limiting the foregoing, the Commission may terminate the 
administrator whenever: 

1 1 . 1  

1 1 .2 

1 1 .3 

1 1 .4 

1 1 .5 

1 1 .6 

1 1 .7 

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER 

The administrator has, with the prior approval of the 
commission, consummated the sale, assignment, conveyance 
or other disposition of all the assets or interest of the former 
gaming licensee relating to the gaming license; 
The casino or hotel-casino complex enters into voluntary or 
involuntary bankruptcy proceedings; 
The casino's or hotel-casino complex's debts exceed the value 
of its assets or the casino or hotel-casino complex is unable to 
meet its debts as they become due; 
The Commission detemtines the administrator's performance 
is inadequate; 
There is a closure of gaming operations at the casino or hotel
casino complex for any reason regardless of fault; 
Any circumstances which, in the determination of the 
Commission, renders continued operations under the 
administrator impractical or detrimental to the interests of the 
municipality or the Commission; or 
The Commjssion determines that circumstances requiring the 
appointment of the administrator no longer exist. 
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Eloy S.lnos 
<iov"t:'lt.)r 

Jude lJ. Hofsclmcider 
].(. ( ii>\'<'111M 

Commonwealth of [he Northern .tvfariana Islands 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Bureau of Environmental aud Coastal Quality 
I >EC�· I' I l II<>\ 5HI�tl. !}C :RM: 1'.1 1. l\•)X 11Hi7, ;;�ip:ln. Ml' ')6'>511- 1,\tH 

I) I :c� I'd. (fo7u) M>-1-R')IY.i/UI; !•.1" \670) Mo4-H;,4ti 
Dt:IC\1 'I'd: (fo7<1) !o(-1-l<.'>m: I·,,.· ((,iii) (o6+tHlS 
" .. , \\', ... lrt�-H!t�tJliP JnJ ��)n\'SDU.��·:.!.l?P 

Fr�nk M. Rab�uliman 

,·\drnit1i�Lra\(lr 

D01.vid Ros:�rio 
l>ir.-<tnr, Dl·:c� 

Fr�nccs A. C'-'lslro 
l >ir•nnr, DCRM 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROPOSED REVISED REGULATIONS 
FOR NMIAC CHAPTER 15-10: 

COASTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT RULES AND REGULATIONS 

INTENDED ACTION TO ADOPT THESE PROPOSED RULES AND REGULATIONS: 
The Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Bureau of Environmental and 
Coastal Quality (BECQ), Division of Coastal Resources Management (DCRM), intends 
to adopt as permanent regulations the attached Proposed Revised Regulations, 
pursuant to requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act, 1 CMC § 91 04(a). The 
Regulations will become effective 1 0 days after adoption and publication in the 
Commonwealth Register ( 1  CMC § 9105(b)), subject to the approval of the grantor 
agency, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association 

AUTHORITY: The Administrator of the Bureau of Environmental and Coastal Quality 
(the "Administrator) is empowered by statutory authority to adopt rules and regulations 
in furtherance of his duties and responsibilities. See 1 CMC §2081 ,  Executive Order 
2013-24, effective January 12, 2014, 1 CMC §§ 9101-91 1 5  (Administrative Procedure 
Act). 

THE SUBJECTS AND ISSUES INVOLVED: The proposed revised regulations concern 
the Division of Coastal Resources Management. The rules and regulations reflect the 
merger of the Division of Coastal Resources Management and the Division of 
Environmental Quality into the Bureau of Environmental and Coastal Quality and 
establish the Director as the head of DCRM. In addition, the rules and regulations 
modify some definitions. create a new temporary permit for emergency repairs, 
establish exceptions to CRM permitting, clarify the permit process and change the fee 
scale, require a unanimous decision of a quorum of CRM Board members in order to 
approve a major siting permit, allow additional imposition of conditions with respect to 
management measures for control of nonpoint source pollution, and add a new 
seagrass and seaweed section. This listing of revisions is not exhaustive and the 
revised rules and regulations should be consulted. 

THE TERMS AND SUBSTANCE: These revised regulations update procedures and 
rules for the Division of Coastal Resources Management. 
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TO PROVIDE COMMENTS: Send or deliver your comments to Frank M. Rabauliman at 
the above address, with the subject line "Revised Coastal Resources Management 
Rules and Regulations." Comments are due within 30 days from the date of publication 
of this notice. (1 CMC § 9104(a)(2)) 

These proposed regulations were approved by the Administrator on September �fL 
2014. 

Submitted by: 

Received by: 

Filed and 
Recorded by: 

NK . RABULIMAN 
inistrator, BECQ 

1i�f!t<1 
DATE 

9/o!�� DATE 

ESTHER SN. NESBITT 
Commonwealth Register 

c1. J �r. J..o 1</ 
DATE 

l., 

Pursuant to 1 CMC § 21 53(e) (AG approval of regulations to be promulgated as to form) 
and 1 CMC § 9104(a)(3) (obtain AG approval) the proposed regulations attached hereto 
have been reviewed and approved as to form and legal sufficiency by the CNMI 
Attorney General and shall be published, 1 CMC § 21 53(f) (publication of rules and 
regulations). 

Dated the�day of September, 2014.

GIL BIRNBRICH 
Acting Attorney General 

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER VOLUME36 NUMBER 09 SEPTEMBER 28, 2014 PAGE 035506 



Eloy S. Jnos 
( :o,·(·nl�Jr 

Jude U.Horschneider 
Lt. (�()\'&:mvr 

CommonweaJth of the Northern i\lariana 

hlands 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
Bureau of Environmental and Coastal Quality 

Dl-:1.2: 1'.0. 11"� ;..tl.'t<t�, DCRi\1· 1'.0. 1\.,, liHt7. �a•J�III. \li' l)(,•l.)i>.J."Ii).f 
I)EI� ·rd.: (liitt\ <>M-�S.�t/111, Fl�: lfi7H) M-1·11540 

DCRM Tt:l.: [(,711) (.t,-1-HltWI: l'.t�: (r.70) (,ti�-K11;) 

�:....lh:sH�\!.\:,um an.J ;y)1)\'cc;nl.W(m:,mp 
l'nnk M. lbbouliman 

,\ .. inuni�lr.IHJt 
Da,'id 8. Rosario 

DircC1•tr, DEQ 
Fnnccs A. Castro 

DII\'CH>r, I>CR:\1 

NUTISIAN PUPBLIKU Gl MANMAPROPONI NA AMENDASION PARA I 
REGULASION NMIAC KAPiTULU 15-10: 

COASTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AREKLAMENTU YAN REGULASION 

I AKSION Nl MA'INTENSIONA PARA U MA'ADAPTA ESTI I MANMAPROPONI NA 
REGULASION SIHA: 
I Commonwealth gi Sangkattan na Islas Marianas siha, gi Ufisinan i Gubietnu, Bureau 
of Environmental yan Coastal Quality (BECQ), Dibision i Coastal Resources 
Management (DCRM) ha intensiona para u adapta kumu petmanenti na regulasion ni 
manechettun i Manmaproponi na Amendasion i Regulasion siha, i sigun gi manera siha 
gi Aktun i Administrative Procedure 1 CMC § 91 04(a). I Regulasion para hu efektibu gi 
halum dies (10) dias dispues di ma adapta yan publikation gi Rehisraturan 
Commonwealth (1 CMC §§ 9105(b)), suhetu para inapreba i grantor gi ahensia National 
Oceanic yan Atmospheric Administration. 

ATURIDAT: I Administradot i BECQ nina'i fuetsa ni aturidat para hu adapta i 
areklamentu yan i regulasion siha para i atministrasion, opbligasi6n yan responsabilidat. 
Atan i 1 CMC § 2081, Otden Eksekutibu 2013-24, efektibu gi Enero 12, 2014. 1 CMC §§ 
9101-9115 (Administrative Procedure Act). 

I SUHETU Nl MASUMARIA YAN ASUNTU Nl MANTINEKKA: 
Este I proponi na ribisan regulasion siha interes i Dibision i Coastal Resources 
Management. I areklamentu yan i regulasion ha riflekta I dinana i Dibision i Coastal 
Resources Management yan Dibision I Environmental Quality gi papa I Bureau of 
Environmental and Coastal Quality ni rna establesi i Direktot para titulu gi OCRM. In 
sumat, I areklamentu yan i regulasion man rna amenda i definisi6n siha para u rna 
fa'tinas nuebu na petmit temporario para emergency na in arekla, para hu establesi 
eksepsion para petmit CRM. klarifika I procedat i petmit ya tinulaikan i gaston i petmit, 
afuestsas i disisi6n quorum i miembron CRM Board para hu rna apreba I may6t siting 
petmit, sedi otro engganu na kondisi6n siha kon respetu ni i management measures 
para u gobietna i nonpoint source pollution, yan taluyi nuebu na areklamentu para 
seagrass yan seaweed. Este siha na listan ribision ti kansadu ya i ribisa na 
areklamentu yan regulasion debidi rna konsutta. 

I TEMA YAN I SUSTANSIAN I PALABRA SIHA: I regulasion ni man ma ribisa ha 
renueba I procedat yan areklamentu para i Dibision i Coastal Resources Management. 
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PARA U MAPRIBENIYI UPINON SIHA: Na'hanao pat intrega i opiiion-mu siha guatu 
gi as Frank M. Rabauliman, gi sanhilu' na address yan i liiia i suhetu "Ribision I 
Areklamentu yan Regulasion Coastal Resources Management." T odu opiiion u 
mana'fanhalum trenta (30) dihas ginin i fetchan i pupblikasion esti na nutisia. (1 CMC § 
91 04(a)(2)) 

Esti i manma�r���i na regulasion siha manma'aprueba ginin i Atministradot gi 
Septembre ��L014. 

Nina'hillum as: q ( .Jl...,. lv 
Rinisibi as: 

Pine·lu yan Ninota 
Ninota as: 

At inistradot, Bureau of Environmental yan 
Coastal Quality CNMI 

Fetcha 

9A-<Bf� 
ESTH R . .  FLEMING Fetcha 
lspisiat Na Ayudanti Pa a I Atministrasion Gubietnu 

ESTHER SN. NESBITT 
Rehistran Commonwealth 

} . :zr.u'rl 
Fetch a 

Sigun i 1 CMC § 21 53(e) (lnaprueban Abugadu Henerat na para u macho'gui i 
regulasion siha kumu fotma yan i 1 CMC § 9104(a)(3) (hinentan inaprueban Abugadu 
Henerat) i manmaproponi na regulasion siha ni maiiechettun guini ya manmaribisa yan 
manma'aprueba kumu sufisienti ligat ginin i CNMI Abugadu Henerat yan debi na u 
mapupblika, 1 CMC § 21 53(f) (pupblikasion i areklamentu yan i regulasion siha). 

Mafetcha gi diha 2JI fi-t di Septembre, 2014 

GIL BIRNBIRCH 
Kuentan Abugadu Henerat 

Page 2 of2 
COMMONWEALTH REGISTER VOLUME 36 NUMBER 09 SEPTEMBER 28, 2014 PAGE 035508 



l f i l ' I � 
I 
i j 
I 
' 
i 

Eloy S. lnos 
(itwt:m(>f 

Commonwealth of the Norrhern 1\1ariana Islands 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Bureau ofEnvironmental and CoastaJ Quality 
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I>FIJ Td� (6711) 6!">4 R5<X•illl; F:o'\; {trill) (,(,4.!15-lll 
tlU�;o..l rd.: (!i?tl ) r.r;�-!<.\ikl; 1-.\x: (6iiJJ c.c;.+K:;ts 

:i' .. "'·"!s.-s�·-:.mf) .llhj lY.�.U\..�.t�ll.�J.l.tV 
l'ra:nk M. .R.abuuliman 

:\<!miniM r�r.>r 

Jude U. Hofschtttidc:r 
l.t. Govt'l'n<>r 

Dnvid B. Rosario 
Dir<·,'tur, DEl� 

Frantt�� A. Oastro 
D�t<..ctor, t>CRM 

ARONGORONGOL TOULAP REL POMMWOL LIWIL REL ALLEGH 
NGALI NMIAC CHAPTER 15-10 

BWULASIYOL COASTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT RULES ME 
REGULATIONS 

MANGEMANGIL MWOGHUT YEEL BWE EBWE ADAPTAAU POMMWOL RULES 
ME REGULATIONS: Commonwealth mell61 Teel faluw kka faluwasch, Bwulasiyol 
S6wlemelem, Bureau of Environmental me Coastal Quality, Bwulasiyol Coastal 
Resources Management (DCRM), e tipali ebwe adaptaali allegh kka e appaaschlong 
bwe pommwol liiwil sangi arongowoowul mw6ghutughutul Administrative Procedure 
Act, 1 CMC § 9104(a). Allegh kkaal ebwe bwungul6 1161 seigh (10) rail mwiril yaar 
adoptaali me isaalilong loll Commonwealth Register (1 CMC § 9105(b)), iye Bwulasiyol 
National Oceanic me Atmospheric Administration e nisita ebwe aprebali. 

BWANGIL: Administrator ill Bureau of Environmental and Coastal Quality re nga/ey 
bwangil bwe ebwe adaptaali allegh bwe ii mille ekke feeru tarabwagho yeel. Piipiiy 1 
CMC §2081 ,  Executive Order 201 3-24, iye ebwe bwungul6 wool Enero 12, 2014, 1 
CMC §§ 9101-91 1 5  {Administrative Procedure Act). 

KKAPASAL ME OUTOL: Pommwol liiweel yeel nge ngaley Bwulasiyol Coastal 
Resources Management. Allegh kkal nge aschuuw fangaliy Bwulasiyol Coastal 
Resources Management me Bwulasiyol Division of Environmental Quality, iye re ayoora 
Directed bwe ii ebwe amwuschu DCRM. Allegh kkal ebwal liiweli akkaw definitions, 
ebwe feeru ngali mille effee na temporary permit ngail emergency repairs, ebwe kklaro 
IIi permit process me liiweli 6bw6s, ebwaf debi bwe alongeer sch66 kka re llo w661 CRM 
Board rebwe tipiyeew fengal bwe rebwe apprebafi major sitting permit, me rebwe 
ayoora mille management measures ngafi mille nonpoint source pollution, me ayora 
miliffee na sectionul fitilil saat me florisil saat. Liiwelil allegh kkal nge debi bwe ebwe 
kkalro ngare ubwe yaali. 

KKAPASAL ME AWEWEEL: Pommwol liiwil kkal ebwe kklaro IIi mw6ghutughutul 
Bwulasiyol Coastal Resource Management. 

ISIISILONGOL MWALILI: Afanga ngare bwughil6 y66mw mwaliili ngali Frank M. 
Rabauliman rei Address ie elo weilang, Re: Revised Coastal Resources Management 
Rules and Regulations. Mwaliili kkaal nge ebwe attotoolong 1161 eliigh (30) rail mwiril61 
yaar arongoronger towlap. 6w isiisliong yaami aghiyagh, mangemang me ngare 
angiingi. (1 CMC §91 04 {a)(2)). 
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Pomwol alh�gh kkaal aa llegh 116 merel Administratorw661 Septembre ?.f-K 2014. 

Mwiir Sangi: 

Governor' Special Assi 
for Administration 

File me If. ��-
Rekoodliiyal: M1� 

ESTHER SN. ESBITI 
Cpmmonwealth Register 

Rail 

Sangi 1 CMC § 21 53(e) (AIIegh kkaal ebwe lleghl6 sangi AG bwe ebwe akkateewow 
reel feerul) me 1 CMC § 9104 (a)(3) (aa bweibwogh sangi AG) rei pomwol alh3gh ie e 
appaschllong, bwe a ttakkal amweeri fiischiy, me anguungu 16 ffeerul me legal 
sufficiency sangi CNMI S6wbwungul Allegh Lapalap me ebwele akkateewow 1 CMC § 
2 153(f) (akkateel allegh kkaat). 

Rail iye .21!1 Septembre 2014. 

GIL BIRNBRICH 
S6ubwungul Allegh Lapalap 

Page 2 of2 
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Chapter 15-10: Coastal Resource Management Rules and 

Regulations 

Part 001 -_General Provisions 

§-.15-10-001-_Short Title 

This chapter shall be cited as the !:Coastal Reso1..1rces Rules and Regulations�� 

§-1 5-l 0-005-_Authority 

Pursuant to the authority ofCNMI Public Law 3-47, §t-8(d) and 9(c) @\4£.-§§ 153l(d) and 
�mi-l CM(_§:9i-l-5,(2 CMC 153 1(d) and 1 532(c)}, and 1 CMC 91 15, the following 

rules and regulations are hereby established. :rhey shall apply to all areas designated by CNMI 

PL 3-47, § 7 (2 G_MC § l513),I.if . .  �.MC_l5 1 3)_, as subject to the jurisdiction of the Coastal 

Resources Management (CRM) program. 

§-1 5-1 0-01 0-_Purpose 

This chapter governs practice and procedure within the federally-_approved CRM program and 

sets standards for the CRM program in implementing its responsibilities, as approved by the 

Otlice of Coastal Resources Management, U.S. Department of Commerce. _Provisjons ofthis 

chapter are not intended to negate or otherwise limit the authority of any· agency of the 

Commonwealth government with respect to coastal resources, provided that actions by agencies 

shall be consistent with provisions contained herein. _This-_chapter shall be consistent Y.-ith the 

Federal Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and applicable rules and regulations.- The 

DCRM shall act as the administrator of the permitting process. and rhe Director shaH act as the 

chairperson in the leadiJm_ CRM board meetings. 

1 
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§-15-1 0-0 15·_ Construction 

This chapter shall be construed to secure the just and efficient administration of the CRM 

program and the just and efficient determination of the CRM penn it process. Jn any conflict 

between a general rule or provision and a particular rule or provision, the particular shall control 

over the generaL The interpretation of this chapter shall be consistent with the federal Coastal 

Zone Management Act <CZMA) (16 USC 1 45 1 - 1 466) and applicable rules and regulations (15 

CFR 923.1 -923.135). 

§-15-1 0-020._Dcfinitions 

(a) 

W-"Adjacent property" means real property t.fl�has-at-least-ene-.bet-�naar-y-.:peint-in--oommoo 

wtt.flwithin JOO feet of the lot or site on which a proposed project will be located, regardless 

of whether there is a shared boundary or �Fated from sueh lot of-5-i�nly by a physical 
barrier such as a road or a streamnot. 

(b) fbt-"Adjacent property owner" means a person, business. corporation, or entity who 

currently holds valid ownership or lease of an adjacent property. 

(c) ·'Director·· means the Director ofDCRl\-1 appointed pursuant to EO ?01 3-24 

(QL"Adverse impacts" means includes, but is not limited to.; any of the following: 

( 1  )-_Alteration of chemical or physical properties of coastaJ or marine waters that would 

prevent the existence of the natural biological habitats and communities; 

(2)-_Accumulation of toxins, carcinogens, or pathogens which could potentially threaten 

the health or safety of humans or aquatic organisms; 

(3)-_Disnsption of ecological balance in coastal and marine waters that support natural 

biological communities; 
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(4)-_Addition of man: made substances foreign to the coastal and marine environment 

for which organisms have had no opportunity for adaptation and whose impacts are 

largely knovm; 

(5)-_Disruption or burial of bottom communities; or 

(6)-._Interference with traditional fishing activities. 

(�_)_"Atlected person'" means a public offi<-'-ial,-adjae�m ll'm�F-ffiem.fler of the general 
�tH*ieanv person who can demonstrate to the Admin:iswat-ofDircctor the actual or potential bias 

or conflict of interest of a CR.,\11 agency official� 

(Q "'Agency Officials'" means anY official aM-tan demot¥.af'&te-t.Rat shelhe-participatedofthe 

Coastal Resources Management Otlice or anv designated CRM agency as set forth in the GRMO 
heaf.i.n�cess either by submitting wril1en comments or A'ialdAg oral statements during any 
hearing h,eld oR4he-pr�jeet-and-tl�ttneJlt!:r-\vere not adequately adEiressed by the final 

t**lliit�H->n-:2 CMC I 531 (a). 

(e-}-g)_'"Aggrieved person" means-ar:ty, witllFSpect to a particular project, the follo\ving: 

(.llAQ applicant or person who has been adversely affected by the decision of the coastal 

resources management regulat..QIY_agencies officialsor bv the decision of the DCRM. 

or 

(2) A person who has been negativelv affected bv a decision of the CRM rel!ulatoJy 

agencies or by a decision of the DCRM� and can demonstrate that she/be participated 

in the CRMODCRM hearing process either by submitting written comments or 

making oral statements during any hearing held on the project and that these 

comments were not adequately addressed by the final permit decision,-, and that the 

failure to adequately address the commems or statements had a material effect on the 

tina! permit decision. 

�-P� 
(1) '"APG 

(h) '"Appeals Board'' means aR-areathe appeals board for the CR't>..·I as described in 2 CJvtC l 541 . 
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�· . 

(i) ·'Area of par-ticular eoncetTl-eei�tsi-Ht!ti')lVanicul.ar Conc�rn·' pr ''ATJC .. means a delineated 

geographic area m€-1-udi»g:included within coastal resources which areCRM jurisdiction that is 

su�ject to special management within the standards-established in § 15 I 0 31 O.becausc of its 

unique and important environmental properties. and is subject to speci:fic criteria permit 

evaluations under part 300 ofthcsc regulations. 

(-2-j,:\l2Gs-a(:}dfe-ssetl-i-JHht�hapler-j.flt'lutie-lago�m-atJd-r-eef.wetlatlli-afH'I-tuangt·o,·e, sl10reline; 
&Adi)Ort and iAd\:lstrial, all ofwhieh are separately ddine.d herein. 
�1+-APG.s-slta» also include new APCs at; may �s+gnateti-flereinafter. 

fg1 
(j) "APC penni1" means a permit for am· minor development or for any development greater in 

scope and eftect on the envjromnent than a minor development that is within an APC or affects 

an APC and which is not a major siting,. 

fk.L"Aquaculture: or �mariculture facility" means a facility, either land or water based, lor the 

SBttUFe-·ffi'-wmalere�OflQ!Qpagatiop anQ_[.t;.f!fing of aquatic t*aftts or animals. for 
research or food-pree.wt.foo.saies,onmnisms (both marine and freshl:Y�tcr) in controllec! or 

di:stributionselected aquatic environments for any commercial. recreationaL scientific, or public 

purpose. 

(ltHL"Beach" means an accumulation of unconsolidated deposits along the shore with their 

seaward boundary being at the low tide or reef flat platfom1 level and extending in a landward 

direction to the strand vegetation or first change in physiographic relief to topographic shoreline. 

ft}(m} ·'Best Management Practices'' or "BMP'' means best manageRleflt practices; a measure, 

facility, activity� practice, structural or non-structural device, or combination of practices that are 

determined to be the most effective and practicable (including technological, economic, and 

institutional considerations) means of controlling point and nonpoint pollutants at levels 

compatible with environmental quality goals to achieve st:efmwatefstorm water management 

control objectives. 

(n) ··Coastal Advison' Council'' means the council descrjbed i n  2 CMC 1 52 1 .  
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i.Q)_''Coastal land'' means all lands and the resources thereon, therein, and thereunder located 

within the territorial jurisdictio11 of the CRM program, as specified by section 7 ofPL 3-47 � 

CMC § 1513).(2 CMC 1 5 1 3). 

(412)_"Coastal resources'' means all coastal lands and waters and the resources therein located 

within the territorial jurisdiction of the CRJv1 program, as specitied by section 7 of PL 3-47 @ 

GMG-§:I:�±�H2 Cl\.1C 1 5 1 3). 

(xx) "Coastal zone" mean!> all ofihe lands of the CNMJ and territorial waters. 

(g) "Coastal Resources Management Agencies" or ··cRM" means the entity described in 2 CMC 

§ 1 53 1 .  

{r) .. Division of Coa.<:;tal Resources Management" or '·.DCRM'' means the entity described in 2 
CMC § 1 5 12. 

(s) •·coastal Resources Management program'· or "CRM program" means the Coastal 

Resources Management Program established bv CNMI PL.J-47 (2_CMC 1 50 1 .  et s� 

(!)_"Coastal resources management program boundaries" means the edge of the area subject to 

CRM program territorial jurisdiction, as specitied in section 7 ofPL 3-47 (2 CMC § 1513).{1 

CMC 1 5 1 3). 

(Rlt!!l_'·CoastaJ waters" means all waters and the submerged lands under the marine resources 

subject to the territorial jurisdiction boundaries of the coastal resources management program as 

specified in section 7 of PL 3-47 @:.CMC' � 1513).(2 CMC 1 5 1 3). 

(fl1 .. YL_"Conclusion oflaw" means st-a+emeAt·�e-fWopo�:itiens oflay• that the a legal decision 
maker arrives at after, and as a result of, finding certain facrs in of a ease-: 
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�GR:Jv-1--Atimffi.itrt-t:a't-or'' meatlS-the· CRi\·t D-i-reet�P.!*t�•�y-the-Gt�i-1-G�vefl'l�� 
adminiSlerthe CRM !*BgrtHfu-i*tffit:H:tnH&GNM-1-� 3 ·17. � 2 (1 Civffi--§�� 

�RM Appeals Board'' as defined in 2 CiviC *§ 1501. et seq. 

Li.l • ·r�rn. � r..t:c: , 
" _., .. t..r� d · 1 C1114 ri--§-§ 1_.-:1\ 1 �t . \ •:r---"'·1'--t\'M:NT�::rt:tenRC lA ·"' � . -=t � ---5ett 

(u) "CRM pem1i!'' means u permit thar is issued by CRMgo vemmem agency efticiuls fer-a 
proposed project that it; subject to CR.M program juF-i-silietie&.-regarding a legal question or 

controversy made by applying relevant statutes, regulations. rules_,__QI_other legal principles to 

tJ1e facts of the case. 

fv) "CRM pregram" rueallS-t�astai-Resel:l-t·ct's Maoot,.��tablished by CNi\'ll 
PL 3 i7 �-CMG:§§ 150 I. et seq.). 

(w)-__ ·'Degradation, means a diminution or reduction of strength, efficacy, value or magnitude. 

{x)-_"Development" means any of the followinu: 

( 1 )-_The placement or erection of any solid material or structure; 

(2)-_Discharge or disposal of any dredge materials or of any gaseous, liquid, solid, or 

thermal waste; 

(3)-_The grading, removing. dredbring. mining, or extraction of any materials; 

( 4)-_A change in the density or intensity of use of land including, but not limited to, 

subdivision ofland and any other division of land including lot parceling; 

(5)-_A change in the intensity of use of water, the ecology related thereto, or the access 

thereto; 

(6} _A construction or reconstruction, demolition, or alteration of any structure, 

including any facility of any private or public utility; or 

(7)·_ The removal of !:!_Significant amount or vegetation. whether native or non-native. 

_6 
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(y)-_"Direct and sig.ni·ficant impact" means the impact whjch .is casually related to or derives as 

a consequence of a proposed project use, development, activity or structure which contributes to 

a material change or alteration in the natural or social characteristics of any coastal 

rewttreeSresource. 

(i)-_"Endangered or threatened v.1ldlife'' means species of plants or animals wfl.i€hthat are� 
(1) Detennined 1:0 be of such limited numbers as to be in immediate danger of extinction or 
�--a-c-rtti€al+��pl:Ha�m level in�-e��tl'lfnt)ttwea�f-the Northem 
Mafi.ana-ffilaHtis-i=kttbje€-te�1tA�-talffiig-oHedoot�F-atteFat-ffin-t)[-haffita� 
f-2) So designated �.? endangered or threatened by the U.S. Department oflfl��Interiors Fish 

and Wildlife Service onor bv the latest !istCommonwealth Division of''l3ndan6eredFish and 

+Itreatooed-Wildlite-a-Ati-Plants. "� 

(aa)-__ "Federally excluded lands'· means those federally O\\'lled lands exc1uded from the 

territorial jurisdiction of the CRM program as specified by section 7 of PL 3 37 (2 CMC § 
1513).2 CMC 1 5 13. 

(bb)-_"Findings of fact'' means determinations of tact by way of reasonable interpretation of 

evidence. 

(cc)-_"Fluid" means any material or substance which flows or moves, whether in a semisolid, 

liquid, sludge, gas, or any other form or state. 

( dd)· _"Hazardous material" means a-111aterialany item or eonlbffiat�f materialsagent 
(biological. chemicaL phvsical) which � 
( l) Cause or eon-tribute to an increase in mortality or �ease-in serious-i.JlHess; or 
(2) Pose a has the potential �to cause harm to human healthhumans, animals, or the 

environment, either by itself or through interaction with other factors, when improperly treated, 

stored, transported, OF-disposed ot� or otherwise managed. 

(ce)-_"Impact" ismeans any modification in an element of the environment, including 

modification as to quality. quantiiy, aesthetics, or human or natural use thereof. 

7 
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(ft)-_,_ .. "Infrastructure" means those structures, support systems and appurtenances necessary to 

provide the public v.-1th such utilities as are required for economic development, including but 

not limited to systems providing water, sewerage, transportation and energy. 

(gg)-_"Infrastructure corridors" means a stri:p, or strips of land, not including highways, forming 

passageways which carry .infrastructure. 

(hlt}..:.:h�oon-a-nd-reef-AP�means-tllat-ge�g¥apltie-a£ea-<-lfi.*trtieu�af-.00tl€effi-�-msist:in� 

partially enclosed body of water formed by sand spits, baymouth bars. barrier .. beaches or coral 
re�J:.the-Nertllef.lt-t\4-ariaita-ls.J.aoos-e·haffi.: 

fH-)-(bhl_"Littoral drift" means the movement of sedimentary material within the near-shore 

zone under the influence oftides, waves and currents. 

(ffi-ill._"Major siting" means any proposed project which has the potential to directly and 

significantly impact coastal resources, as provided for in §:-lt+� I 5-l 0-50Lof this 

chapter. _The phrase includes, but is not limited to .anv of the following if there is a significant 

J?_QJ�ntial that the development or Rmiect may cause detrimental 'imP-acts to coastal resources: 

(1 )-_Energy related facilities, wastewater treatment facility pipelines. transportation 

facilities, surface water control project, and harbor stmctures; 

(2)-_Sanitary kmd....fi.lffll�.n.dfill_�. disposal of dredged materials, mining activities, quarries, 

basalt extraction. incinerator projects; 

(3)-_Dredging and filling in marine or fresh waters, �point source discharge of 

water or air pollutants, shoreline modi tication .• ocean dumping. artificial reef 

construction; 

(4)-_Proposed projects with potential for significant adverse effects on submerged lands, 

groundwater recharge areas, cultural areas, historic or archeological sites and 

properties. designated conservation and pristine areas, or uninhabited islands, 

�parsely populated islands, man&,YToves, reefs, wetlands, beaches and lakes, areas Qf 

scientific interest, recreational areas, limestone, volcanic and cocos forest, and 

endangered or threatened species or marine mammal habitats; 

(5} _Major recreational developments and m�jor urban or government developments; 
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(6)-_Construction and major repair ofhigh"vays and infrastructure development; 

(7)-_Aquaculture or mariculture facilities, and silviculture or timbering operations; 

(8)-_Any project with the potential for affecting coastal resources which requires a 

tederal license, permit or other authorization from any regulatory agency of the U.S. 

government: 

(9}-_Any project, or proposed project, that may cause underground injection of 

hazardous wastes, of fluids used for extraction of minerals, oi I and energy, and of 

certain other fluids with potential to contaminate ground \'l'ater. _Any such project, or 

proposed project, shall be primarily governed by the CNMJ Underground Injection 

Control Regulations INML'\G:--&t-le-6�apter9f.H:[N�v11AC, title 65. chapter 

90] and supplemented by this chapter; 

(1 0)-_Any &�proposed project wi:Htfl-by conseRsus of lhe GR�·1 ageney ofticials, has 

ilie-t**ential fer-eausing a direct and significant impact on coastal resources 

including a:fl)' j)ffijeet-having a daily demand of 3_500 gallons of water. and/ or a 

peak demand of 500 kilowatts�ey-aFJdkH 3,500 gallons of 'Naler per day, as 

established by cue demand rates for palticular types of projects; ef 

(1 1 )  PFopo:;ed projecls Anv proposed project tbat modi f)·modifics areas that are 

particularly susceptible to erosion and sediment loss; 

(12) Proposed projects that would modifv areas that provide important water quality 

benefits and/or arc necessary to maintain riparian and aquatic biota and/or necessary 

to maintain the natural integrity of -waterbodies�vater bodies and natural drainage 

systems. 

tk*H1 3) Anv proposed project or pJan that would result in the clearing of more than 10  

acres ofve�etation: and 

( 1 4) Anv other proposed project that has the potential for causii,!g_fl_ direct and significant 

impact on CQastal resources as determined QY a consensus of CRt\-1 al!encv officials. 

(ill_"Managemem measures" are economically achievable measures to control the addition of 

pollutants to surface and ground waters, which reflect the greatest degree of pollutant reduction 
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achievable through the application of the best available nonpoint pollution control practices, 

technologies, processes, sjting criteria, operating methods, or other alternatjves. 

(tlt-kk) "Marine resources'' means those resources found in or near the coastal waters of the 

Commonwealth such as fish. other aquatic biota. dissolved minerals,-..ttj-Wt� and other 

resources. 

(nHt�-}-Ul_"Minor development" means7 any of the following developments or projects \.vithin an 

A PC: 

( 1  )-_Normal maintenance and repair activities for existing structures or developments 

which cause only minimal adverse environmental impact; 

(2)-_Normal maintenance and repair of-:- the follovvjng: existing rights of way; 

underground utility lines, including water, sewer, power, and telephone; minor 

appurtenant structures to such; pad mounted transformers and sewer pump stations. 

provided that normal maintenance and repair shall not include the extension or 

expansion of existing lines, structures or right of way; 

(3) Ten'tporary Construction of temporary structures. not to �edexisi t<.n:,_more th�n six 

months, picnic sbelte£ (pala pala) coflslroction for fund raising, camival or cultural 

activities; 

(4)-_Construction ofpala-palas, picnic tables and/or barbecue pits; 

(5)-_Construction of non-concrete volleyball or tennis courts; 

(6)-_Temporary structures and constructions tor photographic activities (such as 

advertising sets) which are demonstrated by the applicant to have an insignificant 

impact on coastal resources; 

(7)-_Public landscaping and beautification projects; 

(8)-_Memorial and monument projects covering ten square meters or less; 

(9)-_Security fencing which does not impede public access: 

( 1 0)-_Placement of swimming, navigation or temporary or small boat mooring 

�bUO\'S. if such placement does not require a license. permit. or other 

authorization ti·om anv U.S. federal rg_g1,1la_torv agenC\': 

1 0  
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( 1 1  )-_Sjngle family residential construction or expansion including sewer connections 

within shoreline APC; 

( 1 2)-_Archeological and related scientific research approved by the Historical 

Preservation Office (HPO), evaluated on a case-by-case basis, and found by 

GR.-M{:>OCRM to cause no significant adverse environmental impacts; 
( J 3)-___ Agricultural activities: 

(14)-_Debris incineration. if only vegetative mat�er is to be incinerated; 

( J 5 )-__ Repair of existing drainage channels and stonn drains; 

(16)-_Strip clearing for survey sighting activities, except in wetland APC; 

( J 7)-_ Construction of bus stop shelters; 

( 1 8)-_Construction of an accessory building incidentincidental to an existing acceptable 

activity in the port and industrial APC; or 

{1 9)-_Temporary storage ofhazardous or nuisance materials including but not limited to 

construction chemicals, used oil, automotive fluids, batteries, paints, solvents, 

wuegistered or unlicensed vehicles, accumulation of trash, garbage, or other 

refuse.· 

(nn).:!Ivtiner-development pennirs" are those penni�:.iftea in§ 15 10 llO(d) of this ehapt-er. 

(-ee-J-_''Nonpoint source" or "NPS'" means any source of water pollution that does not meetfall 

under the lef,�efinition of·"point source" as defined in section 502( 14) of the federal Glecm 
Water-Aetat 1 5- I 0-020. 

Wfr)(oo) "Nonpoint source pollut ion'' or "NPS pollution" means-mmpeffit:-seur€e pol lution or 

contamination tl1at comes from many diffuse sources rather than from a specific point, such as an 

outfall pipe, including pollutants contained in runoff and groundwater that do not meet the legal 

definition of.:!.pe:i-nt-se-HF€� .. in section 502(14)point source in section 502(14) of the Federal 

Clean Water Act. 

( EJ€tt-IID.L"Pruty'· means a person, legal or natural, or any department of government, 

organization or other entity that is a CRM pem1it applicant or a successor in interest. 
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tffJ 
{qq) "Permit'. or '�CRM permit"" means <.!J2.crmit that is issued bv CRM agency officials or the 

DCB.tv1 f�1r a proposed project that is subkcl to CRM program jurisdiction. 

(rr}_"Pennit holder" means a person or entity that holds the beneficial interest i n  a CRM permit 

and may be either a CIUvt permit applicant, a successor in interest if the project site has been 

sold, leased or otherwise transferred, or a real party in interest if the benefit of the CAA1 pem1it is 

for one other than the applicant or a successor itt interest. 

(ss} _"Person'' means lhe government ofthe United States of America or any agency or 

department thereof; or the government of the Commonwealth or any agency or department or 

any municipality thereof; any sovereign state or nation; a public or private institution; a public or 

private corporation, association, partnership, or joint venture, or Jessee or other occupant of 

property, or individual, acting singly or as a group. 

(tt)-_"Point source" means any discemible, confined and discrete conveyance, including but not 

limited to any pipe, ditch, channeL tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure, container, rolling stock, 
concentrated animal feeding operation, or vessel or other floating craft, from which pollutants 

are or may be dischargedo. or anv source as defined in  the Federal Clean Water Act section 

502(14). 33 U.S.C. 1362! l4). This tem1 does not include agricultural storm water discharges and 

return flows from irrigated agriculture. (Federal (..;kaH Water Act, sectio!H02( t::D�&H 

I 362( 11))._ 

tl:iu) ··Pot1 and lntktstrtal APC" mer.ns the land and water areas ef particular concern surrounding 

tfie.t.'6mfllef6ial po11s ofthe Northern Mariana lskffitis-ellain-whtcl+-eoftsists ofproj�s,-ffidu&Ff.at 
uses and all related activities. 

(-\'\.tj-(Qyl_''Projecf' means any structure. use, development or other activity su�iect to CR.M 

program territorial jurisdiction as specified by seetten 7 of PL 3 -17 (2 CM£-§ 1513).2 CMC 

1 5 1 3. 

12  
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(wwj-vv) "Resources" means natural advantages and products including, but not limited to, 

marine biota, vegetation" minerals, and scenic" aesthetic, cultural and historic resources subject to 

the territorial jurisdiction of the CRM program. 

(**3-\vw)_"Riparian" means pertaining to the banks and other adjacent, terrestrial (as opposed to 

aquatic) environs of freshwater bodies, watercourses, and surface-emergent aquifers (e.g., 

springs, seeps), whose imported waters provide soil moisture significantly in excess of that 

othenvise available through local precipitation. 

(yy) "Shoreline :\J>�neafls-t-l=le-geef.,lffipflt€-;l!'ea- e:f:par-tit'-Ula�wncem consi·sting of the area 

betv<'een the mean high watermark or-4�e--ef.a-s:l�reline cliff and one-fl�red. titty feet 
ffi:l.aH4-eR the islands of the Northern Mariana Jslam:ls ehaitt: 

tcz..�xx) "Underground injection·' means a :!well injection;:! 

(aaa-J-ITL_"Under penalty of perjury" means any statement, oral or written, certified as true and 

correct under penalty of perjury, pursuant to CNMI PL 3-48, [7 CMC § 331}:5}-and which 

precludes the necessity of a notarized affidavit for written statements, as in the following 

example: 

I declare under the penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this 

declaration was executed on (date)-_, at , CN'ML 

___ {Signature) 

(�zz) "Water-dependamdependent use'· means a use that needs a waterfront location for its 

physical function,.-sucl-1-a-S. Such uses incl.ude. but are not limited to. seaports. boat launching 

ramps. and other similar facilities. 

(ec-€j-aaa) _"Water-oriented use· means a use that .fates or ov�k-stakes place near the 

shoreline or WffieFwaterfront and derives an economic benefit from such a location, but does not 
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require a location directlv on the shoreline or waterfront.-_Such uses include. but are not limited! 

to restaurants, hotels and residential developments. 

( €W6j-bbb) "Water-related use" means a use that requires water itself as a resource, but does not 

require a waterfront location; including most industries requiring cooling water. or industries that 
receive raw material via navigable waters for manufacture or processing. _Such uses must have 

adequate setbacks, as required by the CRM Office. 

( �cc) ·'Watershed" means all land and water within the con tines of a drainage divide. 

(ddd) ''Water sports.'' means commercial water based recreational activities which take place in 

�RM regulated waters for ·which a CRJvl permit is required. Examples of such wat9.unorts are 

scuba diving, parasailing, jet-skiing. etc. 

{�ce} "Water Sports permit'' means the pennit required for any entity to engage in a commercial 

business related to water spmts. 

{fff)-_''Well" means a bored, drilled or driven shaft, or a dug hole whose depth is greater than 

the largest surface dimension. 

(ggg)·_"Well injection" means the subsurface emplacement of !!fluids� through a bored, drilled, 
er driven ''welL'' or througl:Hr�ell. ,,.·here the def3th-, 

JS-10-025 Conflicts with regulations of Hte-d-Hg �-,·ell is gt:eater-t.J-tan-the-J.argesl surface 

4imet�othcr CNMI government agencies 

Eftlm�tland and mangro\·e APC'' means-an·y-gee�c aroa of partieu1ar-€eJH>em which 
includes areas inundated by surface e-J:..gt't'*lnd water with a frequency suftit!ient to support a 
prevalence of plant or aquatic life tha-H=et:tu�fes-saturated or seasonal-l-y-satur-a� soil conditions 
fei:-gfflv;th aAd reproduction. Wetlands include swamps, nrarshes. mangroves, laken. natllfal 
ponds. surface spri-ng�tream�uaries and similar areas-in-ilie-�·kwtherA Mariana lslanas 
sflaffi., 
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a) Conl1icts "!jlh zoning re9!!iremcnts. Where. in regards to anv project or proposed project. 
zoning standards. having the force of Jaw pursuant 10 the Zoniuu Code of the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Maria11a Islands. 2 CMC . .§.§ 7201 -7255. overlap and conflict with CRM regulations. 

the CRM reglllations shall supersede the zoning requirements tor all\' projec t or proposed project 

tl·om the median high tide line LO 150 feet inhmd from the median high tide line. For projects 

and proposed mJll.ec!� more than 1 50 feet from the median high tide line, the zoning standards 

shall supersede the CRM regulations where the requirements overlap and conflict with one 

another. In the event that a project or proposed project stTaddles the I 50 foot boundan:, the

portjon ofthe project or proposed project within 150 feet ofthe median l1igh tide line must 

confom1 to CRl'vl regulations. and the oonion of the project outside the 150 foot limit must 

conform to applicable zoning reguir�ments. unless the Zoning agencv and the CRM agencies 

agree otherwise. 

ihl_ Nothing in this section slJAlLpc interpreted to prohibit CRM from imposing an additional 

buffer zone to protect environmcrnfill.Y sensitive resources as appropriate. regardless of any 

zonil}g,Qr building regulations pe11aining to setbacks and bu1fer zones. 

Part 100 -_CRM Permit Requirement 

§- 15-1 0-J 01 Ty!>es of CRM pcrmjts and when pc1·mits arc required 

(a) Tvpes of permits. There shall be three types of CRM permits: temporarv permi ts for 

emergencY repairs. permits for major sitings. and APC permits. 

pem1its arc required. Prior to the commencement of a proposed project wholly or partially within 

an APC, onvhich constitutes a major siting under � 15 I 0 501 1 5-1 0-501 herein. or which has a 

aH:eet-and-significant adverse impact on an APC, the party responsible for initiating the proposed 

project sha11 obtain athc appropriate CRM pem1it. 
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§-15-10-105-MultipiP-_APC �l'fllit 

lf--8-pt!�pesea pr@jeet is tn��twooru-than Bfte APC C1Hv1 �lilnnit-'9taftdat=tis an&��� 
roF-OOtl-H=SJ)plieableAPG shall he evtduatOO-iJHI• Gingl13 CRM f.llWtnit 8eeisitm. 

(a) Exell*led..f->e<:ieml ban<h-Netvrith!>tanding the language of� '15 l 0 I 01 and * 15 1 Q l � 
GRM pennit shall not be required tor p�eels on federally e:<eluded lands provided 
that all tteti·.-ities-tl!T-fe6�rally �xcluded lands which have a direct aHd significaAt impaet Oll-8ft*l5 
subject to CR>.·l progt'ffflt;-as Sf:'leeilied i�n 7 ofPL 3 17 (2 CMC � 1513), shall be 
consisteru with the rt:�les and re�lations in this chapier and applieahleteeeral and 
Comffionwealth lows-: 

Eb) Emergenc)· Ser><'ices or Repairs. Dt:Jring or immediately after an environmeftt.ally-destrlictive 
e'>eat s1:1ch as typl1oon. storm. earthquake. ship'.vreck, oil or other ha:-tar-dous-subs�ne�s spill, the 
G.R:.i\<1-A-dminifrtrator may insue o temporary permit for emergency repair and clean up Sl:lb� 
the �allowing conEliti� 

�rl*ftH�:t--shall be valid for up to six mootffi.-e�-a-regt:Jiar CRM pefffii..t.-is 

tlfe{.>-essed-wt-lichever is le!IS in time; 
(2) Any repair penniltetl-uneei'4hts-se£tien-shall be limited in scope 10 repl ooe•Hetli-e� 
�g-stfl:l(,'-h:lfe-s; 
(3) A persef!-gf·anH!Ei-a-tenlporary pem1it shall file a CR:!\J-pffl*:i-t-aw!-iootien within twenty-tiays 
&f..tfie-ffisl:mnce of the temporary pemtit; and . 
(4) The CRM Administmtef-t1'H.�ad4flat-.the proposes repair or elean up is necessary to 
prevent furt.Aer-tmme4iate damage or inj1:1ry to structures, vessels. tl�e etwirontnent or the p� 
welfar-e: 

(c) Exceptions �rom Coastal Permit Requiremeflts 
(I) ·"'• coastal permit 1nay not be required for the following lype:i of projects, exeepl as set forth ia 
subsections (:2) and (3) of this subsection (c). Any relief from coaswJ permit requirements does 
not remove-a pro.�ref**tetifs responsibility to eomply with CRM f)regram goals and 
J*)Heies-.--Hor does it exeFnpt a project from any other ConmlOnwealth reg�:�latory authoflt.r. 
(i) l·. proposed projeet siluated-€en�ely outside of any APG and whieh does not require a 
ffitnor or rnaj�ng pern1it; 
ftit+\gr�ettk��ch ha..-e been hi!llorieally I:IGed for St:Jch aetiYities: 
ti-Ht-Guuing ef trees and bmoohes-hy-hand tools, t1&ki-�B-by-J.*lwert.H'-gas� 
(tv)-Utn-tH·n-g. tisl1ing, and trapping; 
f¥��renervalio�eRk...-llis«wie-a�entifie areof; ineludtn�-v:i-l.ati·fe-J')I=eserves \Yhich do 
nt)t-require any develt,pment; or 
(vi) Construc1ion of smaH-sea!e-ooi:HHtensive projects S\leh as tiing-le..fantt+�wellings, duplexes. 
ettl buildings nn<:k»ta�J-neighborhood busine�;ses outside ofan � 
P-7lf any proposed-preject or expansion of a prev��-!Tat was e?<empted by subsection 
�)-AOO¥e-may h<l'··e a direct and s�0Jffi:itt.'a�aet on coastal resourees. as deternti-Acd by the 
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GRt\·1 AdR1inistrator lhetHhe pH�jeC'ti*ef:lOOelll or (\\'me1�haH-I.1e-required to apply for a GRM 
�h 
(3) �ho lihl-H-be-fetHld-tflal-a-j3ar4-it'Ulai'-�FBf*:lsed-pr<���t!lllpted by St-t�efl (c)(l) above 
ffiay have-tt-dtreekmel signii1eaHt-HnJ�r coastal re!:H�:»t-er.t»IH...:::RM-<.�4 ''!=it-�;;)f-i·ts-tles-ignee 
H1�-(71*'-uet-stteh-Hl�:iligation(s) as-ma�pr�)j*iHI-e-k.) ascertain the ta��atH:!-tHa)' require 
the-1'1eff;�11(s) applying for �uch-J3ft:lj'l()S��pFt:)jeetfs)-te-pR:Wi��n-e+-H�e-net'e�sary informatioo 
regru:effig the projeet iH orde-F-l-Aat a detcnnination may be mode-as to wheth�r the propesea 
J.*ljeet-fe�-a�-eastal pem1i1. 

(&)-Permits for Minor and Other Developments (as de1iHed-ifl-:§ 15 I 0 020) Under Expedited 

I�fee�res 
(-!+&_Applications for APC permits for minor developments shall be expeditiously processed 

so as to enable their promptest feasible disposition. 

!QLApplications for APC permits fur minor de•:elopments on Saipan will be received at the 

GRMDCRM Office and the GRM AdministraterDCRM l)jrector will review and make a 

determination on ·rhe application based on PL 3-47 (2 CMC §§ 1501.(2 CMC 1501, et seq.) and 

this chapter. 

(tl_AppJications for APC permits for minor developmeHts on Tinian ant4QI Rota will he maJe 

�received bv the Tinian ooaor Rota Coastal Coordinators, respectively. who will review and 

make a detemunation on the application based on PL 3-47 @£:MG §§ 155-H. et seq.)(_2 CMC 

1 5 0 1 .  et seq.) and this chapter. 

(d) The otlice that receives the application tor an A.PC permit, \vhethcr the CRM Offic�. the 

Tinian Coastal Coordinator, or the Rota Coastal Coordinator. shall determine that the project that 

is the subject of the APC permit is not a major sit in{!, if it is clear that it is such bast!d on the 

definitions in§ 15-1 0-020 . However. if there is anv question reQarding whether the project 

constitutes a major siting . .  the rdevant DCRM office shall torward the application to the CRM 

agencies with a recommendation on whether the project should be considered a major siting. Jf 

no agen� disagrees vvith the office's recommendation. then the germit process shall move 

forward JlS recommendc:d by the relevant DCRM Office. I f  an agency does disagree with the 

recommendation. then the CRM agencies shall decide on hov: to proceed based on cun::;ensus, or 

majoriiv. decision. 
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:i j \ 
f.£LFailure to approve or deny an application for a minor J�HHtt-wilhtf+'devcloprnent as de lined 
in § 1 5-1  0-020within ten working days from receipt of a comolete application bv th� an.PJ:Qpriate 
oftic-e shall be treated as approval of the application, provided that the GRM-Ilt:e!:,Jt'Offi 
AdministratorDCRM Director_ may extend the deadline by not more than an additional ten days 
where deemed necessary. 

f.5) CRf\·t-- The relevant DCRM ofiicc shall process APC permits other than those for minor 

developments within 21 d<lVS of rccci vinu a complete application 

{1) CRM APC permit applications will involve a full evaluation of individual and cumulative 

impacts and include au application review, site inspection and the issuance of a standard permit 

(with appropriate conditions). _The conditions to be attached to the ffii.oof:APC pennit will be 

based on a case-by-case evaluation of each particular project. 

(g) Except when specifically made appiicabk to APC perm its. all other permit regulations 

pertaining to pem1it applications and the permitting pro cess are not aQP.Iicablc to APC permits. 

Additional information required for APC development permits arc listed at 1 5-1  0-205(h) (24) 

15-10- 1 1 0  Tcmporarv Permits for Emcrgencv Repairs 

The DCRM Director mav issue a temporary pem1i.t for emeruency repair during or immediatelv 

after an environmentallY destntctive. Such eveQts include. but are not limited to typhoons, 

tsunamis. storms. earthquakes. ship\\·Tecks. or oil or other hazardous material spills. 

(a) The DCRM Director mav issue a temporarv permit for emergency repairs onlv if he or she 

finds that the proposed repair or cleanup is necessary to prevem immediate damage or injurv 

to people, structures, vessels. or the environment. 

(b) The holder of a tcmporan· permit shall file a CRtv1 permit application within twentv davs of 

the issuance of the temporary permit. The temporarv permit shall be valid for up to six 

months. or until another appropriate CRM P-ermit is issued or denied, whichever occurs tirst. 

(c) A repair permitted under this section shall be limited to the replacement or rcpait� of existing 
structures. 
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(d) Except when specificallv made applicable to tcmporarv permits fbr cmergencv repairs. all 

other permit regulations pertaining to permit applications and the permitting process are not 

applicable to temporary perm i ts ior emer!!encv repairs. 

{tl.Al2.Piication process for temQQ.!:�ry permit lor emenrency repairs: The provisions of I 5-1 0-. 

205 shaH applv to the__nroce�s for applving for a temporary permit for emergencv repairs. 

except for those procedures exempted for such a permit. Additional information required tor 

temporarv permits for emergencv repairs can be found at l5- I 0-105(h)(23) 

lS�tO�llS APC, Multiple APC, and Major Siting Permits 

J\U developments as defined in 1 5- I  0-020 within an APC. or which have a significant adverse 
impact on an APC. must be pem1it1ed by CRM.:_l(a pmpQsed projec1 is to b���ted in !ll.ID".e 
than. onc. AP�CRMJ1�rmit..standa.r.d�<Jnd___ooli.cie.u.QtJ�,i!£,h..a.Ruli�.illll� 4fC .sh;,dl )e ev�JuJ.�:ted i!l 
fl._ s.in.,gl�-�..RM.P-ennit d.ecisi.Q.n. [Expand] l4-ist·ory/GoounetTt 

Part 200 Where a project constitutes a major s.iting as defined in 15-1 0-020. the applicant 

must obtain a CRM major siting permit. regardless of whether the project is located within an 

AP.£,_ 

15-10-.120 Exceptions to CIL\<t Permit Requirements 

(a) Excluded Federal Land. Notwithstanding the language of 15-10-101 and 15- l0-1 15, a CRM 

permit shall not be required for proposed projects on federally excluded lands. 

(b) Exceptions from CR1V1 Pem1it Requirements 

( l} A permit is not required for the following types of projects i f  thev do not have a 

direct and significant neQati ve impact on coastal resources. Any relief fi·om permit 

rec.wlrements docs not remove a project proponent' s responsibilitv to comply with CRM 

program goals and policies. nor does it exem.Q.L?._project from anv other Commonwealth 

regulatorv authoritv. 

(i) .A p.lQ.P-osed project situated completely outside of anv APC thai does not 

have a significant adverse impact on an APC and which does not reguire a 

major sitin!.!. permit 
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ili..l..L1mcultural activities on lands which have been historically usetl Jor such 

activities: 

!.iii) Cut1ing of trees and branches bv hand tools, not dri vcn_Qv power or �as; 

ili:L Hunti1_1g, fishing and trappin£: or 

W Tbe preservation or scenic. historic and scientilic areas including wildli1� 

preserves which do not require anv development. 

(21 The DCRM Director may not authorize a permit exemption if he or she dctennines 

that a propQsed project or expansiona that is otherwise eljgi_pJe for exemption. may have a 

direct and significant negative impact on coastal resources. 

(3) Should it be found that a particular proposed project exempted bv subsection (b)(l) 

above mav have a direct and significant impact on coastal resources. the CRM Office or 

its designee may conduct such investil!ation(sl.as may be appropriate to ascertain the 

facts and may require the person{s) applving f.qr such proposed project(s) to provide all of 

the necessarv information regarding the project in order that a determination may be 

made as to \Vhether the proposed project requires a coastal permit. 

Part 200 - CRM Permit Process 

§-1 5-10-201-_Jntroduction 

All persons proposing anv project or development requirin� any CRM permit. or proposing to 

conduct any aetit.·ities affeeting or which may affect the ooastal resources oftl=le 
Gemmenweahhactivity requiring any CRM pennit. must apply for Lhe necess my permit and for 

major siting permits. and mav request a �1 permitpre-application conference. A pre

application conference shall be conducted with applicant by a CRM staff person at a designated 

time . .  At the request of the applicant, a pre-application conference also may be held with CRM 

agency officials. _The pre-application conference shall be held to discuss the proposed activity to 

provide the applicant with infom1ation pertaining to the CRM program goals, policies and 

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER VOLUME 36 
)0 

NUMBER 09 SEPTEMBER 28, 2014 PAGE 035530 



requirements and to answer questions the applicant may have regarding the CRM program and 

its requirements. _The following permit process shall govern all coastal permit applications 

except as provided in §::-l-5--t�fe.h 1 5 - l 0-1 05 for APC permits. unless slated otherwise. 

§-15-1 0-205-_Application 

CRM permit application forms. including APC permits and temporarv permits for emergency 

repairs. shall be maintained at the CR.M Office on Saipan. _Copies of the application form shall 

also be maintained at CRM Branch Offices on Rota and Tinian. _CRM permit applicants shall 

complete and file an application tor each proposed mffim:APC pem1it. �sed-fl¥t withia-aR 
APGicmporarv pem1it for emergencv repair, or those coRstillltffig-a-major siting as-defined in! 
1.$ I 0 02QtjH..fterei�pennil. The following conditions shall apply to all CRM penn it 

applications: 

_(a)-_ Copies. _The applicant shall file an original C&\.1 permit application with exhibits and 

attachments and eight copies thereof 

(b)-_Filing location. _CRM pennit applications shall be filed at the CRM Office in Saipan, 

though fJJing may be at the CRM Branch Oftice on Rota or Tinian, if the proposed project is to 

be on either of those islands. 

(c) _Certification. _CRJvf pennit applications shall be certified by the applicant that the 

information supplied in the application and its exhibits and attachments are true. _The 

certification shall be by affidavit or declaration under the penalty of perjury. 

(d)· _Attachments._ 

( 1 )-_CRM permit applications shall, to the extent necessary, contain attachments and 

necessary supporting materials including statements. drawings, maps. etc., which are 

relevant to the CRM permit application. 
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(2)-_Except for �APC permit applications, CRM shall require the applicant to 

submit evidence establishing that the project will not have anv significant adverse 

im�ae-t-impacts on the coastal enviromnent or its resources. _Adverse impacts are 

defined in § 15 l 0 020(g}.at 1 5- 1 0-020. 

(e)-_Management measures._ CRM major siting permit applications shall include a description 

and design of proposed management measures which will avoid, reduce aAd'or miAimize 
onni.nimize nonpo.int source pollution contributed by the proposed project. 

(t}_Fees. _CRM permit applications shall be accompanied by a non-refundable CRM permit 

application fee in accordance with the following fee schedule, by check made payable to CNMI 

Treasurer. 

( 1)-_No fee for government agencies engaginu in government projects. 

(2)-_$25.00 fee for emergency permits. 

(3)-$+00 $200.00 fee tor �APC development permits. 

( 4)-$$00 $ 1 .000.00 initial fee and $4GG750.00 renewal fee for jet ski and water sports or 

marine sports operating permits. 

(5)-_AH other tees for projects shall be based upon appraisal of construction costs for 

structures affixed to the ground. 

FEE COST OF PRO,JEG+ AMOUNT 
$+00 
� 
� 
� 
WQ9 

less-t!Hlfl-et=-'*lual to $ 50.000 

·v.'ltue-bet'wee:R $ 50,09·1 and $ I 00,000 

:value b�h·<een-$-WG;OO I and $500.000 

value be�OO.OOl and $ 1.000.000 
J*!s an additional amouAt equal to lhe �e for the cost incremeftt e�teeediAg $ 
1.000.000. 

FEE AMOUNT COST OF PROJECT 

$200 less than or equal to $ SO.OOQ 

$400 value between $ 50.00 I and $ I 00,000 

S 1 .000 Yalue between S t 00.00 l and �500,000 
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=$")=' ·-=-0(=)0�_....:..v'=''l...:.:.ue=-=be=l"""'\\.:..'e £n. $_200.00 I and $ 1 .00(L000 

,$2=-=· ,I.>::O.::!.OO� _ _:_F. or everv $1 .000.000.00 cost iJ.lf.!�!.!.!.ent exccl!ding, one million dollars. 

(g)�_Performance bond requirements. _A perfonnance bond or equivalent surety may be required 

by the CRM program if failure to comply with terms of the application or penn it \\�ll result in 

enviromnental damage. _In the event that the project cannot be completed as pemtitted, the 

applicant shall forfeit the bond or surety equivalent or J7etien there ofport i on thereof needed to 

mitigate any damage caused by such failure of performance. _Any monies obtained trom the 

bond on surety may be used to complete the site preparation and infrastructure requirements. 

restore the natural appearance and biological character of the project site and its impacts on 

adjacent propertjes: or correct any signiticant adverse impacts to the environment. 

(h)-_lnformation. _CRM pemtit applications shall include all of the following for review by the 

CRM Office: 

(1 )-_Applicant's name. Applicant must be the legal entity thal ow-ns or is otherwise 

responsible for the project. 

(2)-_Applicant's representative (if any). 

(3)-_Owner of any real property at the project site. 

(4)-_Lessee of any real property at the project site. 

(5} _Project name. 

(6)-GwHet= of the �rojee1 if different from applicant. 
f7t-_The following constrt:Jetion plans: 

(i)-_Master site plan including: _architectural features in conceptual form, major 

infrastructure and major amenities (in schematic or single line form); 

(ji)-_ Typical floor plans in conceptual format for all stmctures and major 

infrastructure; 

(iii)-_ View corridor plan: 

(iv)-_Site coverage plan B-_displaying lot density including bwldings; 

infrastnlcture, amenities. parking area, road networking and open space; 

(v)-_Existing conditions map. 

23 
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(7) The application shall include the names of the persOJ1�-[�Sponsible f()r ihe cremion of 

the plans .listed above ar subse�ti.YJL{{i). as wdl as thc . .nrofessional ce11ificatio.n or 

Jjcensure of those persons.jf thev have an v. If thev have no such pro1essional 

cet1ificaiion or licensure. that information shall be provided as welL 

(8)-_ The following conceptual erosion control and drainage plans: 

(i)· __ Slope and elevation map; 

(ii)-_ Watershed and drainage map; 

(iii)-_Preliminary drainage and erosion control map; and 

(iv)-_Preliminary stBJ:'fnwatef-ilorm water nonpoint source management plan. 

(9)-_A map showing the distance of all proposed structures from mean high \Vater and 

wetland·s_, as shov•nall  nearbv APCs. veritied bv on-APC map�•,:ground delineation, if  

applicable. 

(1  0)-_Estimated costs for aU improvements aff ixed to the property. 

(l l }_Copies ofCNMl and federal permits or permit including business license, 

submerged lands lease, and other necessary permits. 

( 12)-_Names of adjacent pro petty owners, as defined at 1 5-10-020, and copies of letters sent to 
them notifying them of the proposed project. 

@-A�ieatk:m The application may request an exemption of this requirement where 

notitication of eve.ry adjacent property owner would not be practical or would 

create an undue burden. _This exemption is intended to be limited to projects such 

as infrastructure corridors, where the path of the corridor or project may be adjacent 

to a large number of properties. _If the exemption is granted by CRM Agency 

OfliciaJs, the applicant must complete an alternative notification. _The applicant 

would be required to publish public notice-_ofthe proposed project in a newspaper 

of general circulation in the CNM1 at least tour times prior to the public hearing on 

the proposed project. _The public notice shall include the permit number, name of 

project, name of applicant map of the proposed project area as approved by 

GRMODCRM, date, time and place of the public hearing, CRMO'sDCRM contact 

numbers, and description of the proposed project. _The applicant is responsible for 

all public notice fees and printing. 

(ii) ror purpose-ef-this subse ���, ami suhsectioo�h-jfl3);-a�jaeent pre�rt-y i�fi.Hed in :iJ:i: 
10 020!a). 
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H.J}LAdjacent property description. 

(1 4)-_Estimates of daily peak demand for utilities including water and electricity and 

projected usage of utilities and other infrastructure. 

( 1 5)-_Map of the vicinity. 

( 16)-_ Topographic survey map with ten foot contour. 

(1 7)-_Elevation plans of the project including a side profile of the project. 

(1 8)-_ Title documents to all real property and submerged lands including leases or lease 

applications from appropriate parties. 

(19)-_Affidavit or declaration made under penalty of perjury that the application is a 

statement of truth by the principal or authorized agent. 

(20)-liratMt+i(:Hh If the project meets the definition of a major siting at 15- 10-020, as 
found bv the Director , the applicant ·shall provide an environmental assessments 
MHtJ.I CRM major sitingsassessment. which shall include all ofthe following: 

(i)-_Project summary, justification and size: 

(ii)-_Description of existing environment of site including vegetation, wildlife, 

land uses, and historic and cultural resources; soil, geology, topography, 

weather, air quality; 

(iii)-_Description of socio-economic characteristics ofthe project including 

income and employment) education, infra..<;tructures, law enforcement fire 
protection, hospital, and medical facilities; 

(iv)-_Discussion of alternatives to the proposed project size/design and how the 

preferred altemative was selected; 

(v)-_Description of the direct, indirect and cumulative environmental and socio

economic effects, both positive and negative, which may result from the 

project, i.e., air and water quality, noise and dust levels, sedimentation and 

erosion, plant and wildlife habitat and populations, infrastructure capacity 

(short and long term};1_traffic assessment; 

(vi}-_Description of how impacts have been avoided or minimized and how any 

unavoidable impacts will be miligatedt-atHi 
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(vii)-__ Evaluation of alternative management measures to control nonpoint source 

pollution and a description of management measures selected for 

incorporation in the proposed project�; and 

(-2 I j Tht! folh)win�:-�an�-will be require£+-e-f-aH-applieants c�-tingeHtln the 
fss.i.aHt::e-ef-a-.GRM major sitins"iJermit. (vjii) Evaluation of the pr.QP-oscd 

nroject based on the Specific Criteria for Major Sitings provision or 15-10-

505, and a d�scription of how those specific criteria will be aiTcctcd by the 

proicct. 

(21) If the project meets the definition of a major siting at 1 5-1 0-020, as found bv 1he 

CRM agencies. or if the CRM Director deems applicable 10 APC permits, the 
applicant shall provide the fbllowing plans. The time frames for the submission of 

the plans shall be specified within their respective conditions of the CRM 

pennit. _Additional types, numbers and/or quality ofpJans may also be required 

prior to permit issuance or as a condition of the permit at the discretion of the GRM 

Adminisu·atorDCRM Director or the CRM agency officials. 

(i)· _Copies of the construction plans and specifications must be signed and sealed 

by a CNMi licensed architect and engineer in their respective 

discipline. _Final plans shall include excavation. earthmoving and 

steFmwaterstonn water control. 

(ii}-_Final master site plan. 

(22� For all permit applications. including temporary permits for ememencv repairs 

and APC pem1its. all dimensions shaJI be stated in English units (i.e., inches and 

feet). 

t+H2.J.LQ.nlv subparts l throuuh 6 and 22 above arc required for applications for 

temporarv permjts for emergency repairs. Hmvev<.:r. if the Direc1or requests 

information regarding_�JlY other of the a�mlica!iQJJ materials mentioned above. 

applicant must provide such information as well. 

(24) Onlv subparts I throuuh 7. I 0. 1 1, 1 5. 18. 1 9. and 22 above arc reguirt:d fo1� 

!illP1ications for permits for APC developments. However. i r the Director requests 
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in.t{)rmE1iQl!.�@rdjng tuJV other of the application materials mentioned. applicant 

must provide such information as well. 

15-10-210 Certification of OOtn�l-etiooCompJction of �ioot-i-e&.-Application. 

Within thirty days of the date on which an application for a CRM permit is received by the CRM 

Office, the GR-t\-1 Admirnstfffit:>-FDCRM Director shall review the application and either certify its 

oompletteAcompleteness to the applicant or notify the applicant of any defects or omitted 

necessary infonnation. After the submission of addiiional information, the Director shall have 

_fifteen davs in \.Vhich to assess the completeness of the application. The time commencing 

review of an application specified in § 15 10 215 .:;ha-H- 1 5- 1 0-220 shall begin on the date an 

application is certified complete. This provision shajl not apply to APC and emergency permits. 

§ 15 10 2-W-15-10-215 Notice of Application 

The CRM Office shall cause notice of each application for a CRM permit (except for temporarv 

penn its) to be published in a newspaper of general circulation within the Commonwealth within 

fifleen days of receipt of the application. _Tile notice shall state the nature, scope and location of 

the proposed project, invite comments by the public, provide information on requesting a public 

hearing and provide information on the procedure tor appealing any permit decision . 

§Hi 10 215-15-10-210 Review of Application 

(a) APC Pem1its. See 15-10-105 for provisions related to review or application APC permils. 

(b) Major Siting Permits 

ill_ The �\-l AdministratmDCRM Director and the CR1v1 agency officials shall have 

sixty days following certification of completion of application to grant or deny a 

GR-t\4amajor siting permit exeepl a p�rmit for a minor deYelopn'lent-Fer .. For the 

purposes of section 9(a) of the Coastal Resources Management Act of 1 983 (PL 3-47) (� 

GM��(2 CMC 1532(<�)), the tenn :.:receipt of any request tor review� shall 
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mean �cRM certification of completion of a permit application:l!-§.<eept for a penni� 

a minor devel�tH��e»��-'-
{2i The CRM Office shall review the application, publish notice of its contents, schedule 

a GRM-pem1it hearing if mandatory or requested f**SttaRt-le *·l-�-{l-22.QJn· a CRM 
agencv official or brthe public pursuant to 15-10-225. and transmit the application to the. 

CRM agency officials for review._ The CRM Office shall provide technical findings on 

the impacts of proposed projectprojects to assist CRM agency otlicials in reaching a 

unanimous decision on CRM pem1it applications and shall ensure compliance of CRM 
permit decisions with th1s chapter and CNMI PL 3-47 �1G § 1532cd)). (2 CMC 
1 532(d)). Where unanimous decision cannot be reached. the matter shall be submitted to 

the Governor for his determination pursuant to section 9(d) of PL 3-47 (2 CMC § 

1532(d)).) 2 CMC 1532(d)). 

(c) Review Period. The sixtv dav period of review tor major siting permits shall begin on the 

dav the application is cet1ifi.ed to be complete by the CRM Otlke. 

15�10-225 CRM Permit Heuring 
When a hearing on a permit application is required or requested pursuant to this section the � 
Admffiistmtet:DCRM Director shall schedule the hearing, inform the party or pa11ies involved of 

the hearing date and publish notices of the hearing two times in a ne·wspaper of general 

circulation in the Commonwealth at least tourteen days prior to the hearing. 

(a)-_ When Permit Hearing Appropriate. _The CRM :\dtHin+st-ra:teFDCRM Director shall 

schedule a CRM pem1it hearing if: 

(1 )-_The proposed project is determined to be a major siting by the CR1v1 agency 

otllcials: or 

(2)-_The proposed project does not constitute a major siting, but falls within one of the 

coastal APCs and the applicant, CRM agency official,-_ or people pursuant to 

subsection (a)(4) below, submit a written request for a public hearing; l)f 
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(3)-_If a CRM agency official requires a hearing on a proposed project; or 

( 4 )-_A petition signed by at least five people requesting a public hearing is received by 

the CRM Office within fourteen days of the date the application is published in the 

newspaper as required in � 15 10 JHU5-1 0-2 15. 

fl::>t-Reviev. J!er.feil-+he simy day period ofrevte\'V-0!7in ·t�use of a minor permit;-'!fle 
ten day period of t·eview, sha-l-l-begin Ofl the day lhe apJ*jL>atttnt-i!T-tet=t+lte64& be complete 

by the CIU\'1 Office. 

(c) _Presiding Officer. _The Gl{M--A4n�i-nistratorDCRM Director or his or her designee shall 

preside at CRM pennit hearings. _The presiding officer shall control the taking of testimony and 

evidence. _Evidence offered in a hearing need not conform wi#lto any prescribed rules of 

evidence; further, the presiding officer may allow and limit evidence and testimony in any 

manner he reasonably detennines to be just and efficient. 

(d)-_Public Invited. _CRM permit hearings shall be open to the public. 

(e)-_Location. _Public meetings may be held at any location within the Commonwealth. _Public 

hearings pursuant to permit applications shall be conducted on the island where the proposed 

project is located. _Appellate hearings shall be held on the same island as the permit hearings. or 

if no CRM pennit hearing was held, on the island where the proposed project is Jocated. _All 

other public hearings shall be conducted on Saipan. 

(1)-_Parties. _Any party to a hearing on a CRM permit application may appear on his/her ow11 

behalf. _Parties may appear through an authorized representative of a partnership, corporation, 

trust or association. _An authorized employee or officer of a govcmment department or agency 

may represent the department or agency in any hearings. 

(g)-_Record. _The CRM Office shaiJ provide for an audio recording or a stenographic record of 

CRM permit hearings. _Transcription of the record shall not be required unless requested by a 

CRM permit applicant or the CRM Admjni-stffiffitDCRM Director , and except for the latter any 
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party requesting transcription shall pay the cost incurred in the preparation of the 

transcript. .. Pub1ic access to the contents of the record and CRM records retention responsibilities 

are discussed in pa1:t 12GQ.,pan I 200..;. 

-ff*Fand] History/Comment 

§-h"-1��5-15-l 0-230 Filing of Documents 

Documents filed in support ot: or in opposition to, CRM pennit applications shall confonn to the 

following standards. 

(a)-_Form and Size. _Pleadings and briefs shall be bound by staple in the upper left hand comer 

and shaH be typewritten upon white paper eight-and-a-half by eleven inches (�8112" x I I ") in 

size. Tables> maps, charts, exhibits or appendices, iflarger, shall be folded to that size where 

practicable. _Text shall appear on one side of the paper and shall be double-spaced, except that 

footnotes and quotations in excess of a few Jines may be single-spaced. 

{b)-_ Title and Number. _Petitions, pleadings, briefs, and other documents shall show the title and 

number of the proceeding and the name and address of the party or its attorney. 

(c)-_Signatures. _The original of each application, petition, amendment or other legal document 

shall be signed in ink by the party or its counsel. _If the party is a corporation or a partnership, 

the document may be signed by a corporate ofticer or partner. _Motions, petitions, notices, 

pleadings and briefs may be signed by an attomey. _Certifications as to truth and correctness of 

information in the document shall be by atlidavit or declaration under penalty of perjury by the 

person charged with making the statements contained therein. 

(d)-_ Copies. _Unless otherwise required, there shall be filed with the CRM Office an original 

and five copies of each document. 

-H.*mmd] llistory/Comment 
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§+q{)-1JO. J5-J0-235 Decision on CRM Application 

The CRM agency oftkials shall review the CRM pem1it application, hearing transcripts, if any. 

CR\40DCRM technical findings, supporting documentation and relevant laws, rules and 

regulations, and issue a unanimous written decision to grant. deny, or grant with conditions, a 

CRM permit in accordance wilh the policies of CNMl PL 3-47 (2 CMC §§ I ${}.1-:(2 CMC I S O  I .  

et seq.) and applicable rules and regulations. _In reviewing a CRM pem1it application, the 

following procedures shall apply: 

(a)-_ Voluntary Disqualification. _CRM agency officials participating in decisions regarding 

CRJ\.1 penn its shall do so in an impartial manner. _They shall not contribute to decisions on CRM 

permits where there exists an appearance of bias, or where actual bias may prevent them from 

exercising independent judgment. _Should a CRM agency official detem1ine, after considering 

the subject matter of a CRM pennit application, that bias, or the appearance of bias, might 

appear to prevent him trom exercising independent judgment, he or she shall excuse himself or 

herself from that decision and appoint an alternate with comparable qualifications to act in his or 

her stead. 

(b)-_Disqualification by Challenge. _lf a CRM agency official refuses to disqualify himself or 

hersel f under subsection (a), an applicant or affected person may petition the C-RM 
.\dminislralorDCRM Director at any time prior to the issuance of a permit decision for 

disqualilication of a CRM agency official because of bias or the appearance of bias. _A petition 

for disqualification shall be accompanied by a declaration under the penalty of perjury 

containing facts supporling the assertion of bias. _The CRM AdminismH�rDCRM Director shall 

review the petition and determine whether the facts give rise to a significant inference of bias, 

and if so. he or she shall infonn the challenged CRM agency official that he/she is 

disqualified. _If a CRM agency official is disqualified the CRM AdminH>ffiH&fDCRM Director 

shall appoint a qualified alternate from the same department; to act in the disqualified CRM 

official's stead. _Alternates are also subject to disqualification by challenge of a party or affected 

person. 
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(c)� Quorum for decision. At leasi four CRM o:t1icials qualified to vose for the permit 

�plication at ha!.Jd are r�quired for the ill!_Orum necessarv to vote on a_decision to grant or deny 

that permit application . 

.{Ql_Unanimous Decision Required. _Decisions regarding issuance or denial of CRM pennits by 

the CRM officials shall be by unanimous vote. Attendance for all CRM officials ai meeting to 

vote on penni! request is not required, but a quorum is necessary. and the decision shall be by 

unanimous vote of the attending ollicials. Disagreements among the CRM agency officials shall 

be mediated by the GRM--Affin.ffiistratorDCR..J\:1 Direcror , and he or she shall assist in the 

preparation of a joint decision in order to achieve unanimous consent. _Further, the GR-M 

AdministratorDCRM Director shall certify that each CR.t\1 pennit decision complies with CNMI 

PL 3-47 (2 CMC § § 1501 ,(2 CMC 1501. et seq.) and applicable rules and regulations. 

(dj-( 1) The fact that al) agencv declines to vote 1{)r or againsl the issuance of a permit 

shan not affect whether a unanimous de<;ision has been made, but a decision regarding 

the issuance of a penn it must be made bv at least ttlur voting CRM oft1cials. and the vole 

must be unanimous amongst all voting CRM officials. 

(2) The determination on whether CRM agencv officials have unanimously agreed to the 

issuance of a CRM permit is based on the vote by CRM officials in attendance at the 

meeting to vote on whether to issue the permit. If there was a unanimous decision to 
award or not award a permit. that decision \Vas deemed to be made at that vote. 

(3) IL after the vote and while a pem1itjs beinl! sent to CRM agencies to be signed, a 

CRM agency that had voted to issue a pem1it refuses to sign. that will be considered a 

vote against the measure. and there will no longer be a unanimous decision regarding the 

jssuance of a permit. In that case. the Director shall tonvard the application to the 

Governor to resolve the deadlock. as per part (e) below. 

(3) The permit does not need to be signed bv a non-voting CRM agencv in order to be 
valid. 
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.tu_Deadlock Resolution by Governor. _In the event that tbe unanimity required by subsection 

(eg) is not obtained, and/or the GRM AdministrarorDCRM Director is unable to certify that 

a unanimous decision of CRM agency officials complies with CNMI PL 3-47 (2 CMG:§§ 

�h(2 CMC 1 50 1 .  et seq.) and/or appJicabJe niles and regulations, the G.R:M 
AdministratorDCRM Director shall forward the CR.i\lf permit application to the Governor 

for resolution of the deadlock. 

(1 )-_Referral. _Determination that a deadlock exists regarding a decision over a CRM 

permit application shall be made by the GRM AEhniRislf.ateFDCRM Director within 

the sixty day period of review by CRM agency officials specified by ffi-J-� 
I 5- I 0-220. _A deadlocked CRM penn it application shall be referred to the Governor 

for resolution within ten days following this detennination. 

(2}-_Supporting Documentation. Jn addition to the deadlocked CRM permit application, 

the GRM AdmiHisffat-GrDCRM Director shall forward all supporting documentation, 

including additional briefs, if any, filed by the applicant, and statements of support 

or opposition by CRM agency officials. _If a deadlock results solely from the GRM 

Adfniaist:rator'sDCRM Director denial of ceniti<;ation of compliance with CRM 

laws, then he or she shaiJ supply a statement of his or her objections. _If a deadlock 

results from dispute among CRM agency officialsr then statements reflecting the 

divergent views on the CR.ivf pern1it application shall be obtained from tbe CRM 

agency officials and forwarded with CRM pern1it application to the Governor for his 

or he..r_review. 

(3)-_Decision. _After receipt of the deadlocked CRM pennit application and 

accompanying documents, briefs and statements referred to above. the Governor 

shall have thirty days to render his or her decision. _He or she may gl-ant, deny or 

conditionally grant a CRM permit, but he or she must issue written findings of facts 

and conclusions of law for his or her decision. 

(4)-_Review. _The decision of the Governor in a deadlock resolution under this section 

shall be conclusive for purposes of permit issuance or deniaL _Parties objecting to 
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the Governor's decision may, if they seek review of the Governor's decision, appeal 

directly to the Appeals Board. 

(�!}_Written Findings and Conclusions. _Dedsions rendered by the CRM agency officials on 

granting, denying or conditionally granting CRM pennits shall be accompanied by written 

findings of facts and conclusions of law. _The CRM Office shall assist the agency ofiicials 

in preparing a consensus draft of findings of fact and conclusions of Jaw for signature by 

CRM agency officials and the CRM Adminf.sH:at�: DC RM Director . 

(8-g)_Issuance ofCRM Permit. _If the CRM agency otlicials unanimously agree on the issuance 

or conditioned issuance of a CRM pennit and the CRM t\dmmislratorDCR.M Director 

certifies that the CRM pennit complies with CNMI PL 3-47 (2 CMC �§�(2 CMC 

1 50 1 .  et seq.) and applicable rules and regulations, the CRM permit sha11 be issued. The 

CRM 011ice shall prepare a written CRM pennit stating the terms and conditions of 

issuance and obtain the signatures ofthe follo�>ving on the CRM permit: 

( ll/\11 CRM agencv officials that voted for the issuance of the permit; and 

(2) The DCRt\:1 Director . 

(h) Issuance of CRM Pem1it in case of CRJv1 permit deadlock. In the case of a deadlocked CRM 

pennit application, if the Governor tinds that it is proper to grant or conditionally grant a 

CRM permit, then the CRM Office shall prepare a \vTittcn CRM pern1it stating the tenns and 

conditions of issuance and obtain the signatures of the following on the CRM penn it: 

( 1 )  The Governor 

(2) /\II CRM agency officials. whether thev voted to issue tlle permit or not; and 

(�n_ TI1e GR:.\4 Adtnmislfa�FDCRM Director . 

(g) ''b}_He Who Decides Must Hear.,.::._,_ In those cases where a public hearing is held on a CRM 

permit application, the CRM agency officials shall review and consider the matters 

discussed or presented at the hearing. _To this end, CRM agency officials shalL whenever 

practicable. attend CRM pennit hearings. and if unable 10 attend a hearing, they shall listen 
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to the audio recording of the bearing, or obtain and read a stenographic transcript prior to 

rendering any decision on the affected CRM permit application . 

(hl-iLNotice . .  Within ten days of the issuance of a CRM penn it decision� CRM shall publish 

notice of such issuance in a newspaper of general circulation in the Commonwealth. 

§+5-t�� 15-1 0-2_.0 Appeal of CRM Permit Decision 

Any aggrieved person as defined in § 15 l 0 020<eiat 15-10-020 may appeal the decision of 

CRM agency officials or in the case of a mffief:APC development, the GR-M 

Mministralor'sDCRM Dir�ctor decision to grant, deny or condition a new CRM permit to the 

CR\.1 Appeals Board by filing a notice of the appeal wi.th the CRM Office within thirty days of 

the issuance of the CRM permit decision. _The GRM-Admi-a:isff.aH-)fOCRM Director shall then 

schedule an appellate hearing before the CRM Appeals Board. 

(a)-·_Disqualification: Voluntary or by Challenge. Jn the same manner and for the same reasons 

specified for CRM agency officials in § 15 l 0 230. 15-10-2 3 5, the three members of the 

CRM Appeals Board shall render decisions on CRM permit applications in an impartial 

manner. _They shall voluntarily disqualify themselves for bias or the appearance of bias� and 

they are subject to disqualification by challenge in the manner prescribed for CRM agency 

(b)-_Quorum. Vote. _A£ least two members of the CIUv1 Appeals Board shall constitute a 

quorum and must be present to act upon review of a CRM agency official decision and the 

vote of at least two members is necessary for board action on the appeal. 

(c)-_Bricfs, Statements. _Any aggrieved person who requests an appeal before the CRM Appeals 

Board shall file with the CRM Ollice within fifteen days follov.ring its request f(.)T appeal, a 

written statement of objections to the CRM permit decision. Jn addition, any existing party 

may within ten days of receipt of appellant's statement. submit to the CRM Office a 
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statement or brief providing arguments in support of or in opposition to; the pem1it 

decision. _Statements filed under this subsection shall be filed in accordance with the format 

and standards listed in § 15 l 0 225, 1 5 - 1 0-230. 

(d)- Contents of Notice of Appeal: Contents. !....Any notice of appeal tiled with the CRM Office 

shall contain all of the foiJowing: 

( I )-_ The nature of the petitioner"s interest in the CRM pem1it: 

(2)-_ The eftect of the CRM permit on the petitioAer· spetitioncr'� interest; and 

(3)-_The extent that the petitioner's interest is not represented by CRM. the applicant or 

other aggrieved persons. 

(e)-_Service of Papers. _All parties to an appeal shall serve all other parties \\>ith any papers that 

are required to be filed at the CRM Office and such service shall occur on the san1e day as 

filing at the CRM Otlice. 

(!}_Papers Considered by CRM Appeals Board. _.For the purpose of reviewing the CRM permit 

application decision. the CRM Appeals Board shaH receive and review all of the following: 

( l )-_Findings of facts and conclusions of law adopted by the CRM agency officials; 

(2)-_CRM permit application; 

(3)-_CRM pennit, if issued: 

(4)-_Record of the CRM permit hearing) if any; 

(5)-_Statements filed \·Vith the CRM Office in support oC or in opposition to, 1he appeal; 

and 

(6)-_Any other documents. correspondence or testimony considered in the penn it 

decision-making process. 

(g)-_ Oral Argument. _Upon written request to the CRM Ofticc by the appe.llant or other party to 

the appeal, oral argument shall be permitted. _The scope of tht: oral argument shall be 

limited to the written s tatements in support of, or in opposition to, the appeal. _Oral 

argument shall be scheduled by the CRM Adminis�rDCRM Director before the full 

membership of the CRM: Appeals Board. _Oral argument shall be heard after the submission 
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of written statements by the appellant and opponents. if any. and within twenty-five days 

afler the issuance of the CRM permit by CRM agency officials. 

(h)-__ Scope of Appeal. _In reviewing the CRM permit decision ofCRM agency officials, the 

CRM Appeals Board shall reverse the decision below, and remand if necessary when: 

( I )-_It is clearly erroneous in light of CRM rules and regulations-_ and the policies 

established in CNMI PL 3-47 (2 CMC §� 1501,(2 Ct-.·1C 1501. et seq.); or 

(2)-_It is in violation of applicable federal or CNMI constitutional or statutory 

provisions; or 

(3)-_..It is arbitrary or capricious; or 

(4)-_It was not issued in accordance with required procedures. 

(i)-_Written Decision. _After reviewing the record and considering the arguments, the CRM 

Appeals Board shaJJ render a wTitten decision detailing the reasons in support of its 

dctennination. _The decision of the Board shall be the final administrative decision, subject 

to judicial review. _In drafting its decision. the Appeals Board may utilize the reso·urces of 

the CRM Office. 

(j)-_Automatic Affinnance. _If no decision is rendered by the CRM Appeals Board within thirty 

days of the date of the hearing, the CR.'Vl AdministratorDCRM Director shall issue a notice 

of summary atlinnance ofthe CRM pem1it decision. _The party or parties aggrieved by the 

CRM pem1it decision. as defined at § I 5 I 0 020(e).l 5- 1 0-020, may then appeal to the 

Commonwealth Superior Court, pursuant to § 15 I 0 240. 1 5-I 0-245. 

§+5-t�0- 15-1 0-245 Commonwealth Superior Court 

Any person aggrieved by a ·final decision of the CRM Appeals Board may seek judicial review in 

accordance with 2-GMC §§ 1501. et seq. 2 CMC: 1501 .  el seq. In the event that the CRM 

Appeals Board does not have a quorum within sixty days, the decision of CRM agency officials, 

CNMJ Governor, or the CRM Adminislfatot=DCRM Director shall be considered summarily 
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affirmed and the aggrieved party may seek judicial review from the Commonwealth Superior 

Court in accordance with 2 CMC:-H 1501.2 CMC 1 501 .  et seq. 

Part 300 --_Standards for CRM Permit Issuance 

§- 1 5-1 0-301-_General Standards for all CRM Permits 

In the course ofrevie�ing all GAA4APC permits fe��eu projects located •Nholly, partially 
�l'lntHently •NithiA-afl-aFL'a efpartieular coneern-(A.J1G)�rwmeh-havc a direct and 

signilicaRl-itnpae-H:*HH!-Al2�f-WH�re designated as a major siting permits, the CRM agency 

officials and the CRM Adtnffii�DCRM DireclQ! shall require the applicant to demonstrate 

by a fair preponderance of evidence that the project will not have a significant adverse impact on 

the coastal environment or its resources. _The CRM program agency officials and 

Mtni.ffistfatf>t:Director shall also base their decisions on technical findings and the policy set out 

in section 3 of Public Law 3-47 (2 CMC § 1511).(2 CMC 1 5 1 1).  Adverse impacts may include 

but are not limited to those defined in § 15 I 0 020(c).at 15-l  0-020. 

§- 15-J0-305-_General Criteria for ��CRM Permits 

The CRM agency officials and the CRM AdministratorDCRM Director shall consider all of the 

following when evaluating ai4-CRM permit applications, including those for APC developments 

penn its. APC pennils. and maior siting pt!rmits: 

(a)-_ Cumulative Impact. _The ��eFDCRM Director and CRM agency officials 

shall determine the impact of existing uses and activities on coastal resources and determine 

whether the added impact of the proposed project seeking a CRM permit will result, when added 

to the existing use, in a significant degradation of the coastal resources . .  Consideration shall 

include potential coastal nonpoint source poUution, watershed setting, and receiving waters of 

the ""atershed in which a project is situated. 
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(b)-_Compatibi1ity. _The C'RM Administrat:orDCRM Director and CRM agency officials shall 

detennine, to the extent practicable, whether the proposed project is compatible with 

existing adjacent uses and is not contrary to designated land and water uses being followed 

or approved by the Commonwealth government, its departments or agencies. 

(c)-_Altematives. _The GR-:\4-A�nmltstffitofDCRM Director and CR.t\1 agency officials shall 

determine whether or not a reasonable altemative site exists for the proposed project. 

(d)-_ Conservation. _The f:.R.M-.A4ministratorDCRM Director and CRM agency officials shall 

determine, to the extent practicable, the extent of the impact of the proposed project, 

including construction. operation, maintenance and intennittent activities, on its watershed 

and receiving waters, marine, freshwater, wetland, and terrestrial habitat, and preserve, to 

the extent practicable. the physical and chemical characteristics of the site necessary to 

support water quality and Jiving resources. 

(e)-_ Compliance \vith Local and Federal Laws. _The GRM-A&nlinislratorDCRM Director and 

CRM agency officials shall  require compliance with federal and CNMI laws, including. but 

not limited to, air and water quality standards, land use, federal and CNMI constitutional 

standards. and applicable permit processes necessary for completion of the proposed project. 

(t}_Right to a CJean and Healthful Environment. _Projects shall be undertaken and completed so 

as to maintain and, where appropriate, enhance and protect the Commonwealth's inherent 

natural beauty and natural resources. so as to ensure the protection of the people's 

constitutional right to a clean and healthful environment. 

(g}-_Effect on Existing Public Services. _Activities and uses wltich would place excessive 

pressure on existing facilities and services ro the derriment of the Commonwealth's 

interests, plans and policies, shall be discouraged. 
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(h)-_Adequate Access. _The GR-i\-1--AtlmtmstFaiBFDCIUv1 Director and CRM agency officials 

shall determine whether the proposed project would provide adequate public access to and 

along the shoreline. 

(i)_ Setbacks. _The GR-M-A-t.:lmiffislfatefDCR.M Director and CRM agency officials shall 

detennine whether the 

proposed pro_ject provides adequate space between the project and identified hazardous 

lands including .floodplains, erosion-prone areas, storm wave inundation areas, air 

installation crash and sound zones, and major fault lines� unless it can be demonsrrated that 

such development does not pose unreasonable risks to the health safety, and welfare of the 

people of the Commonwealth, and complies with applicable 1aw·s. 

G)-_Management Measures for Control of Nonpoint Source Pollution. _The GRM 
AdministratorDCRM Director and CRM agency officials shall determine if the seleeted 

management measures outlined in the permit application are adequate for the control of 

nonpoint source pollution resulting from project construction, operations and maintenance, 

including intermittent activities such as repairs, routine maintenance, resurfacing, road o.r 

bridge repair, cleaning, and grading, landscape maintenance, chemical mixing, and other 

nonpoint sources.- DCRM mav impose additional conditions to include management 

ml!asurcs for control of nonpoint source pollution that are a result of pariicular site 

conditions. such as soil tvpe. soil erodibility. soil penneabililv, slope, drainage patterns and 

other issues. in order to prevent potential nonpoint source pollution impacts on adjacent or 

downstream APCs. 

§ 
15-10-310._Specific Criteria; Areas of Particular Concern; Generally 

Prior to the issuance of any GRMAPC pem1it for a proposed project within an APC, the CRM 

agency officials and the GRM--AdnlinistratorDCRM Direclor shall evaluate the proposed project 

in terms of its compatibility with the standards and relative priorities listed below, in this part 
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and the general standards provided above in f-l-:\-1-(}-]05. !_5-10-195. lf a proQO��d proj�ct is to 

be located in more than one APC. CHM permit standards and policies fl->r each. rumticable APC 

sha!l he evaluated in a sinulc CRM P-ermit decision. If more than one project requiring a CRM 

permit is proposed for a particular location, the project determined by the CRM regulatory 

officials to be the most compatil;>le with the general and specific standards provided herein shall 

be given priority over the less compatible project. 

taHS-10-315 Specific Criteria; Areas of Particular Concca·n; IJagoon and Reef.AI�Recfs 

(a) Area Defined. The area consisting of a partiallv enclosed bodY .. Pf wat�r formeQ..!?.)' sand 

spits. bav mouth bars, banier beaches, or coral reefs within the Comn1omvealth . 

.(Q) Management Standards. 
Any project proposed for location within the lagoon and reef APC shall be evaluated to 

detennine its compatibility with the following standards: 

(1  )-_Subsistence usage of coastal areas and resources shal l  be ensured; 

(2) _Living marine resources, particularly fishery resources, shall be managed so as to 

maintain optimum sustainable yields; 

(3)-_Significant adverse impacts to reefs and corals shall be prevented; 

( 4)-_Lagoon and reef areas shall be managed so as to maintain or enhance subsistence. 

commercial and sport fisheries; 

(5)-_Lagoon and reef areas shall be managed so as to assure the maintenance of natural 

water flows, natural circulation patterns, natural nutrient and oxygen levels and to 

avoid the discharge of toxic wastes. sewage, petroleum products, siltation and 

destruction of productive habitat; 

(6)-_Areas and objects of historic and cultural significance shall be preserved and 

maintained� and 

(7)-_Underwater preservation areas shall be designated. 

(bj-c_}_Lagoon and Reef APC: Use Priorities. 
fl)-GeHet=ai-I��gHHA-it OO-Ree-h\.P-Gs.,...Activities listed within a use priority category arc neither 

priority-ranked nor exhaustive. _Use priorities categories for the lagoon and reef APCs of the 

Northern Mariana Islands are as follows: 
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(t:}-lLHighest: 

(A)-_Projects promoting conservation of open space. high water quality, historic 

and cultural resources; 

(B)-_Projects promoting or enhancing public recreation and access; 

(C)-_ Water-dependent projects which are compatible with adjacent uses; 

(D)-_Sport and small-scale taking of edible marine resources within sustainable 

levels; 

(E} _Activities related to the prevention of beach erosion; or 

(F)-_ Projects preserving fish and wildlife habitat. 

(itt-�Moderate: 

(A)· _Commercial taking of edible marine resources within sustainable levels; 

(B)-_Aquaculture projects which do not adversely aftect the productivity of 

coastal waters or natural beach processes; or 

(C)-_Piers and docks which are constructed with floating materials or which, by 

design, do not impede or alter natural shoreline processes and littoral drift 

(fi.i-}-ll_Lowest: 

(A)·_Point StH:��sourcc discharge of drainage water which will not result in 

significant pennanent degradation in the water quality of the lagoon; or 

(B)�e- Dredging and fill activily-fur the purpose ofeonstructingfilling to 

construct piers. launching facilities. infrastruemre. and boat harbors, if designed to 

prevent or mitigate adverse environmental impacts. 

( Wj-4_j_ Unacceptable: 

(A)-_Discharge of untreated sewage, petroleum products or other hazardous 

materials; 

(B)-_Taking of sand and aggregate materials not associated with pennitted 

activities and uses: 

(C)-_ Destruction of coralline reef matter not associated vrith pcnnitted activities 

and uses; 

(0)-_Dumping of trash, litter. garbage or other refuse into the lagoon, or at a 

place on shore where entry into the lagoon is ine¥itabkli�:: 
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(E)-_Dredge and till activities not associated with permitted construction of piers, 

launching facilities, infrastructure and boat harbors. 

P-t-bagoon 

d) Sea1!rass and �fsenweed habitat within lagoon and .recfAPC 

( I) Manag_ement standards. Anv proposed project witl1in any sea grass APC shall he 

evaluated to detennine its comP-atibili£v with the following standards. as well  as the 

management standards for the l agoon and reef i\PC as listed at I 5-l  0-3 I 5(b ): 

2} Use priorities. Activities listed within a use priority categorv are neither prioritv 

ranked nor exhaustive. Use prioritv categories for sea grass habitat areas are as follows: 

(A) Highest: Preservation of natural sea grass and seaweed beds. which protect 

the shoreline from erosion and prevent the movement of sand in the lagoon. 

(B) Moderate: Projects that are designed to enhance tourism in th.� CNtvll directlv 

by making swimming areas in front of hotels more appealing!o hotel guests and 

other tourists. that minimize anv reduction or modification in §eagrass and 

seaweed habitat seagrass ancLsea,yeed. 

(C) Lowest: Projects that do not directly enhance the CNMl aJ. .. � tourist 

destination and that have the etJect ofmodifving and or reducing a seagrass and 

seaweed habitat. 

(0) Unacceptable 

{i) Anv project that does not minimize damage to sea grass habitat areas 

according to the pro\'isions ofNMIAC 15-1 0-3 1 5(d)(3).  

(ii) Anv project that \j.olates the moratorium on se.aweed. seat!rass,, and 

sea cucumber harvest provision of2 CMC §5601. to the extent that the 

.moratorium is current and applicable. 

(ii) Any project not associated with pennitted dredging that allows for the 

motorized removal of seagrass and sea\.vced. 

3) Seagrass and seaweed hahitatrnoditication 

(A) To the extent practicable. reductiortin the area ofseagrass and seaweed 

habitat bv direct actions associated with a permitted project shaii be avoided. 

(.B) In the event that reduction in the area of sea grass and seaweed habitat bv 

direct actions associated \·vith <l.P-crmiued project are unavoidable, the following 

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER VOLUME 36 
43 

NUMBER 09 SEPTEMBER 28, 2014 PAGE 035553 



� : 
I 

, ;; \ 1 
.I 
' I '� 
' ·' 

15-10-320 

Islands 

�l�ll applv: In the case of safe swimmin!! zones designated bv Department of 

Public Safetv where hotels are direc1l v fronting or adjacent to ihe Saipan Lau.oon, 

a given swimmim! zone mav be cleared only to the point that 50% of a given 

swimming zone is clear of seagrass and sea\veed. as authorized bv Public Law 1 5-

4 1 .  In the event that 50% or more of a given swimming zone is naturallv barren of 

seagrass and seaweed. no flllther removal is permitted. No permit f()r the removal 

of seagrass and sea\·veed will be issued unless a hotel swimming zone is properlv 

demarc<ited with appropriate buoys pursuant to Department of Public safetv 

gesignation and in consultation with the DCRM, Ivlarianas Visitor Authoritv and 

adjacent land owners. Under no circumstances will motorized removal of se.a 

W.§S of aoy kind be permitted in a safe swimming zone. 

Specific Criteria; Areas of Particular Concern; Managaha.,- and Anjota 

a) Management Standards. Management standards lor Managaha Island and Anjota Island shall 

be the same as the manauements standards applied to Lagoon and Reefs, at 1 5-1 0-3 l 5(b). 

b) Use Priorities. Managaha Island. Use priority categories tor Managaha Island (Saipan), in 

addition to those listed tor general lagoon and reef APCs, shall be as follows: 

(f1-.ll_Highest _Maintenance ofthe island as an uninhabited place used only for cultural 

and passive recreational purposes. 

(it}-2) Moderate. _Improvements for the purposes of sanitaiion and navigation. 

(tit)-J.L_Lowest. _Commercial activiiy situated on the island related to cultural and 

passive recreational pursuits. 

(Wj-4_1_ Unacceptable. _Development, uses or activities which preclude or deter or are 

unrelated to the use ofthe island by residents of the Commonwealth for cultural or 

passive recreational purposes. 

(3) Lagoon and Reef A PC; 

(c) Use Priorities, Anjota lsland7"" (Rota). Use priority categories for Anjota Island (Rota) shall 

be as follows; 
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(i-j-D._ Highest. _Maintenance of that part of the island outside the port and industrial 

APC as a v.rildlife sanctuary and tor passive recreation. 

(*t-2) Unacceptable. _Expansion of the port and industrial section of Anjota Island 

which would encroach upon or have signiticant adverse impact upon the 

maintenance of a wildlife preserve or upon recreational uses of the island. 

<41-f:-agoon and-Reef APC: 

15-10-325 Specific Critet·ia; Areas of Particular Concern; Coral Reefs. 

a) Management Standards: Managemcm standards for Coral Rccrs shall be the same 

management standards applied to Lagoon and Reefs. at 1 5- 1  0-31 5(b). 

b) Use priorities: The use priority categories for the coral reefs of Saipan. Tin:iaR, and Rotarhc 

Norihern Mariana Islands chain shall be as follows: 

(ij-ll_Highest: 

(A)-_Mainte11ance of highest levels of primary productivity; or 

(B)-_ Creation of underwater preserves in pristine areas. 

(ti+-fl_Moderate. _Dredging of moderately productive corals and reefs associated with 

permitted uses and activities. 

(ili}-ll_Lowest. _Taking of corals for cultural use (i.e. production of lime). 

(t>,t4_l_ Unacceptable: ------------

___ (A)-_Oestruction of reefs and corals not associated with permitted projects: or 

___ (B)-_ Taking corals for other than scientific study. 

(c) WetlancllS-1 0-330 
Ma1�grove APC:Mangroyes 

Specific Criteria; Areas of Particular Concern; Wetlands and 

(a) Area Defined. The geo�Zraphic area of particular concern which includes areas inundated by 

surface or uround water with a frequencv suJlicient to support a prevalence of plant or aquatic 

life that requires saturated or scasonallv saturated soil conditions lor growth and 

reproduction. Wetlands include swamps. marshes. mangroves. lakes, natural ponds. surface 

springs, streams. estuaries, und similar areas in the Northern Muriana Islands chain . 

.lhl Management Standards. 
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_Any project proposed for location within the wetland and mangrove APC shall be evaluated to 

deteimine its compatibility with the following standards: 

( 1 )-_Significant adverse impact on natural drainage patterns, the destruction of important 

habitat and the discharge of toxic substances shall be prohibited; adequate water flow, 

nutrients and oxygen levels shall be ensured; 

(2)-_ The natural ecological and hydrological processes anaof mangrove areas shall be 
preserved; 

(3)-_Critical wetland habitat shall be maintained and, where possible, enhanced so as to 

increase the potential for survival of rare and endangered flora and fauna; 

(4)-_Public landholding in and adjacent to the wetland and mangrove APC shall be 

maintained and, to the extent possible, increased, for the purpose of access and/or hazard 

mitigation. through land trades with the Marianas Oepm1ment of Public � 

Corporation Lands or anv of its successor agencies. land ptuchaserspurchases, creation of 

easementeasements or through taking by eminent domain.� and 

(5)-_ Wetland resources shall be utilized for appropriate agriculture, recreation, 

education, public open space and other compatible uses which would not degrade 

productivity. 

(aj--Wethmd afld Mangrove APC�£.)_ Use Priorjtics. _Activities listed within a use priority 

category are neither priority ranked nor exhaustive. _Use priority categories .for the wetland and 

mangrove APC are as follows: 

(1 )-_Highest: 

(i)-_Preservation and enhancement of wetland and mangrove areas; or 

(ii)-_Preservation of wildlife, primary productivity, conservation areas and 

historical properties in both wetland and. mangrove areas. 

(2)-_Moderate: 

(i)-_Non-intensive agriculture benefitted by inundation, low density grazing; 

(ii)-_Infrastn1cture corridors designed to avoid significant adverse impacts to 

natural hydrological processes and values as wildliH� habitat; 
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(iii)-_Non-commercial recreation including Light duty, elevated, non-pem1anent 

structures such as footbridges, observation decks and similar non-enclosed 

recreational and access structures. 

(3 )-_Lowest. _Residential development designed to avoid adverse environmental impacts 

and which is not susceptible to damage by flooding. 

( 4)-_ Unacceptable: 

(i} _Land fill and dumping not associated with Hood control and infrastructure 

corridors or other allowable activities and uses; or 

(ii)-_Land clearing, grading or removal of natural vegetation not associated with 

allowable activities, which would result in extensive sedimentation ofwetland, 

mangrove areas and coastal waters. 

(e) Shoreline APC�lS-I 0-335 Specific Criteria, Areas of Particular Concern; 

Shorelines 

(a) Area Detin.�_<:L_Th�_gcogra.Qhic area of particular concem consisting of the area between the 

mean high water mark or the edge of a shoreline cliff and one hundred fifty feet inland on the. 

islands of the Northern Mariana Islands chain. 

!.hl Management Standards. 
tB Any project proposed for location within the shoreline APC shall be evaluated to determine 

its compatibility \.Vith the following standards: 

(if-ll_The impact of onshore activjties upon "Vtildlife, marine or aesthetic resources shall 

be minimized; 

(itt-� The effects of shoreline development on natural beach processes shall be 
minimized; 

(ti+)-J..L The taking of sand, gravel. or other aggregates and minerals from the beach and 

near shore areas shall not be allowed; 

(W.)-4_LRemoval of ha1.ardous debris from beaches and coastal areas shall be strongly 

encouraged� 

(4iL Where possible public landholding along the shore shall be maintained and 

increased, for the purpose of access and hazard mitigation, through land trades with 

47 
COMMONWEALTH REGISTER VOLUME36 NUMBER 09 SEPTEMBER 28, 2014 PAGE 035557 



•. ·.· 
·1 { 

-Nlafianas!b� Dcpanment of Public Land Corporation+.�hor its successor agency. 
land purchases, creation of easements, and where no practicable alternative exists. 

through the constitutional authority of eminent domain�-aHJ.., 

(vi) .Marina-a:Hti-5fl1all boat harbor pm.fe<=ts Hhall be evttl:ootea-fi:lF-€<;)HS:tSl€fley-v.-ith the follmving 
�l'ffianee �;tandard!! and goal� 
(-A}Effeeti\·e runofr contrekhall be implemented whie-fl...i.JK4Hdes the use of pGlffition prevenriou 
activities and-the-proper design of ln1H main�enaoc� areas� 
�oord-j.ne--st-abi li:cat ion shal�tj'H-e-mefl ted-wJ.l'*�=t:)S:Hn-l-is-a-nenpoi nt sourct!-i**lutioo 
f)fOblem� 
(-G-}fffective fuef..s.tat·i(:m--desi-gn shall be impleH'Ietrie�s-atld--lwks and allov.· for 
effi-eieJ-tt.-and-efktt4 '<' e c leamtjH">f.s.pH+s� 
fl)) Effective :;ewage-+naoogement facililies shall be installed where-neeGOO-tn reduce the-release 

of !le>.vage to-sur.fae-e-wat-e-� 
{c) Addition�) Considerations for Q_ermits on shorelines. f-aei'lities sball bEl destgfltHi te al46w=4=m 
0iH�i�nt aAd etlOOti¥€ tumfttmafl@@ M�i-gfiage shall he }'}88h���iimt� the fltt\Jlie"B ttstl �f 
the feeiJity; 
��et.f¥tHish wasle management �;hall be imflleJHell1ed-dwoogh restrictio�+e 
education. and/or facili-ties for proper disposak}� 
(F) Petr�m-t-'OOtrol :;hall be implemented to reduce tht:Htmeunt of fuel and oil-frem boat bilges 
and-fuel tank air "rents an&effier vessel activities from entering marina and surface waters; 
(G) Boa:t cleaning-t>peffi1ions shall m-iniin�-e-tfle e?<tent p.Faetieable,. the release of harmful 
elean�s-f}affit-.:from in water hull- <.-'-leaffin� 
fH}P-Hblic education management. outreach, and training shall promote maflna..a€tivities that 

minimize environmet1tal impact; and 
(1) Boating activities Vlithin n1arina areas �;hall conform wit!H:}epartment of J4tbli&-S-a4ety 
Boatffig Safety Regulations-�'vH:t\£. title 150. chapter 20b 
P-f-ln additjon to deciding whether the proposed project is consistent with the above standards, 

CRM agency officials shall consider the tbliO\ving in their review of coastal permit applications: 

(i)�_ Whether the proposed project is \•later-dependent or water-oriented in nature; 

(ii)-__ Whetber the proposed project is to facilitate or enhance coastal recreational, 

subsistence. or cultural opportunities. _(i .e., docking, ult. tishing, swimming, picnicking, 

navigation devices)_� 

(iii)-_ Whether the existing land use, including the existence of roadways, has irreversibly 

committed the area to uses compatible with the proposed project, pat1icularly water 

oriented uses, and provided that the proposed project does not create adverse cumulative 

impacts; 

(iv)-_ Whether the proposed project is a single-family dwelling in an existing residential 

area and would occur on private property owned by the same owner as of the effective 
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date of the program, of which all or a significant portion is located in the shoreline APC, 

or no reasonable alternative is open to the property ovmer to trade land, relocate or sell to 

the government; 

(v)-_ Whether the proposed project would be sate.ly located on a rocky shoreline and 

would cause significant adverse impacts to wildlife. marine or scenic resources; 

(vi)-_ Whether the proposed project is designed to prevent or mitigate shoreline erosion; 

and 

(vii}_ Whether the proposed project would be more appropriately located in the port and 

industrial APC. 

(f1-d) Evaluation of marina and small boat harbor project pennits. l n.  addition. to deciding 

·whether the proposed project is consistent ·with the above standards, marina tmd small boat 

harbor projects shall be evaluated for consistency with the following perfi)rmance standards and 

goals� 

( 1) Effective nmoff control shall be implemented \Vhich includes the use of pollution 

prevention activities and the proper design of hull maintenance areas; 

11)_Shoreline stabilization shall be implemented where erosion is a nonpoint source 

pol lution problem; 

(3) Effective fuel station design shall be imr-le.IJlented to prevent spills and leaks and 

allow for efficient and effective cleanup of spil ls: 

(4) E1Tective sewage management facilities shall be installed where needed to reduce ihe 

release of sewage to surface waters. F:��ilH�lJ qe 4��ruJ9.v(Jpr efficient �o.d 
�ffective m.aiQ.temm�e .an�_gu1m!JJ��-R.2?ted tQ.f�£iJ�1��--1�.nub.li<;.�$�us�=Qf-tb£ 

tacii!!�AJ!G; 
(5) Effective fish waste management shall be implemented through restrictions. public 

education., and/or facilities for proper dispos:,1l of fish waste: 

<6) Petroleum control shall be implemented to reduce the amount of fuel and oil from 

boat bilges and fuel tank air vents and other vessel ac1ivities from enterinf! marina and 

snrfilce waters: 

ffi Boat cleaning operations shall minimize. to the exten1 practicable, the release of 

harmful cleaners and solvems as well as paint ti·mn in-waler hull cleaning; 
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(8) Public education mann!!cment. outrt�ach. and training shall promote mari.na activities 

that minimize environmental impact: and 

(9) Boatin£ activities within marina areas shall conform to the Department of Public. 

Safctv Boating Safety Re2.ulations INMlAC title 150. chapter 20]. 

(Q_ Use Priorities. _Activities listed within a use priority category are neither priority ranked nor 

exhaustive. _Usc prjority categories for the shoreline APCs of ihe entire Northem Mariana 

Islands chain are as follows: 

(I}-_Highest: 

(i)-_Public recreational uses of beach area, including the creation of public 

shoreline parks and construction of structures enhancing access- and use, such as 

barbecue grills, picnic tables, docks, shelters or boardwalks; 

(ii}-_Compatible water-dependent development which cannot be reasonably 

accommodated in other locations: 

(iii)-_T raditional cultural and historic practices; 

(iv)-_Preservation of fish and wildlife habitat; 

(v)-_Preservation of natural open areas of high scenic beauty and ·scientific value; 

or 

(vi}-_ Activities related to the prevention ofbeach erosion through non-structural 

means. 

(2)-_Moderate: 

(i)-_Single-family dwellings in existing residential areas; 

(ii)-_Agriculture/aquaculture. which requires or is enhanced by conctitions 

inherent in this APC; or 

(iii)-_Improvements lo or expansion of existing wateNlriented structures which 

are compatible with designated land uses and do not otherwise conflict with or 

obstruct public recreational use of coastal areas or other water-dependent or 

water-related uses. 

(3)-_Lowest: 

(i)-_Projects, which result in grov.1h or improvements to existing commercial, 

non-recreational public or multi-unit residentlal uses; or 
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(ii}-_ Water related and nev�; water-oriented development compatible with 

designated land uses, which cannot be accommodated in other locations and 

which neither conflicts with recreational uses nor restricts access to or along the 

shoreline. 

( 4 )·_Unacceptable: 

(i )-_New commercial structures, industrial structures, or non-recreational public 

structures which are not water-dependent, water-oriented or water-related; 

(ii)-_Disposal oflitter and refuse; or 

(iii)-_ The taking of sand for other than cultural usage, and mining of gravel and 

extraction of minerals, oil and gas, or other extractive uses. 

(gtpefl:l5-1 0-340 Specific Criteria; Areas of Particular Concem; I)orts and Industrial 

:t\:PG;Areas 

Ui)_Area defined. The land and water areas of particular concern sun-ounding the commercia! 

wts of the Northern Mariana Islands which consists of projects, industrial uses and all related 

activities. 

iliL. Management Standards. 
_Any project proposed for location within the port and industrial APC shall be evaluated to 
determine its compatibility with the following standards: 

_(1)-_Projects shall be undertaken and completed so as to maintain and, where 

appropriate, enhance and protect the Commonwealth's inherent natural beauty and 

natural resources and so as to ensure the protection of the people's constitutional 

right to a clean and healthful environment; 

(2)-_ln the siting of port and industrial development, its suitability in terms of meeting 

the long-term ec.onomic and social expectations of the Commonwealth: 

(3)-_Recognize the limited availability of the port and industrial resources in making 

allocation decisions; 

(4)-_Ensure lhat development is done with respect for the Commonwealth's inherent 

natural beauty and the people:SpeoP.Ies constitutionally protected right to a clean and 

healthful environment; 

(5)-__ Develop improvements to infrastructure in the port and industrial APC; 
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(6)-_Prohibit projects: which would result in significant adverse impacts, including 

cumulative impacts on coastal resources outside the port and industrial APC: 

(7)-_Conserve shoreline locations for water-dependent projects; 

(8)-_Consider and assist in resolution of possible conflicts by identifying and planning 

for the potential exercise of military retention area options affecting port resources; 

(9)-_Locate, to the maximum extent practicable, petroleum based coastal energy 

facilities within the port and industrial APC; 

(I 0)-_Consider development proposals from the perspective of federal port related 

opportunities and constraints which are applicable to the Commonwealth; and 

(I I )-_Tile amount of shoreline frontage utilized by any project regardless of the extent 

to which the project may be water-dependent, shall be minimized to the greatest 

extent practicable. 

(h) Port aAEi-lndustrial .AJlG:c_j_ Usc Priorities. _Activities listed within a use priority category 

are neither priority ranked nor exhaustive. _Use priority categories for the port and industrial 

APCs in the entire Northern Mariana Islands chain are as follows: 

(1)-_Highest: 

(i)-_Water-dependent port and industrial activities and uses located on the APC 

shoreline� 

(ii)-_Industrial uses that are not water-dependent but would cause significanl 

adverse impacts if situated outside the port and industrial APC and would not 

be sited directly on the port and industrial APC shoreline, and would not 

preclude the opportunity for water-dependent activities and uses; or 

(iii)-_1ndustries and services that support water-dependent industry and labor, 

which are not located on the port and industrial APC shoreline and do not 

interfere with water-dependent uses. 

(2)-_Moderate: 

(i)-_Recreational boating facilities; or 

(ii)-_ Clearing. grading or blasting which does not have long-term adverse etlects 

on environmental quality, drainage patterns or adjacent APCs, so long as the 

activity is related to the pennitted project. 
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(3 )-_Lowest: 

(i)_ Indefinite storage or stockpiling of hazardous materials; 

(i i)- _ _Indefinite storage of goods, not awaiting water-borne transport, i n  a 

shorefront location; or 

(1ii)_ Uses or activities which are acceptable in other APCs and which do not 

enhance or are not reasonable necessary to support pennissible uses. 

activities and priorities in the port and industrial APC. 

( 4 )-__ Unacceptable: 

(i}_ Non-port and industrial related activities and uses which, if permitted, would 

result in conversion to other uses at the expense of port and industrial related 

growth, or would induce port and industrial related growth into other APCs 

or areas; or 

(ii)_ Uses and activities which would have aHa s.ignficant adverse impact on other 

APCs. the American Memorial Park. Anjota Preserve. historic properties and 

other significant coastal resources. 

(i) Coaslal lcktr..ard APC ManagemeRt 81andards. 
(BlS-10-345 Specific Criteria; Areas of Particular Concern; Coastal Hazards 

(a) Area Defined. Areas identified as a coastal flood hazard zones_. (V & VE) in the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMsj1 shall be 

considered a coastal hazards APC and aRy� 

(b) Management Standards. Any project proposed for location within the coastal hazards APC 

shall be evaluated to detennine its compatibility with the following standards: 

(JLlfthe project wilt have a detrimental impact on existing landfom1s or coastal 

processes that provide natural resistance from the forces of coastal hazards such as 

beaches, wetlands and cliff lines, impacts to these coastal resources shall be avoided 

to the maximum extent possible: 
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(i+}-n_lfthe project is located in a geologically unstable zone such as cliff lines, severe 

slopes, coastal headlands or outcroppings, appropriate mitigation to prevent threat to 

human life, safety and the environment must be applied; 

(iiH-.ll_Ifthe project design. form or use tend to make the structure (or auxiliary 

structures) more vulnerable to the effects of coastal hazards such as high winds, 

wave energy� flooding and stonn surge, the plans must be certified by a CNMI 

licensed structural engineer to ensure potential impacts and threats to human life and 

safety are minimized; 

(Wj-1Llfthe project is located within an area which has historically been known to flood 

or be at high risk to storm wave inundation or erosion, all design plans must be 

approved by the DPW Building Control Officer for compliance with the UAiforrn 

Qiji\ding Code (UDG);applicable building code; and 

(42.LJf construction of the project may endanger human life or safety due to its design 

or siting, it shall not be allowed. 

(£)_In addition to deciding whether the proposed project is consistent with the above st�mdards, 

the CR.M agency otticials and the GRM-AdtRmtsH'atet'DCRM Director shall consider the 

following in their review of coastal applications: 

(itl.L Whether the project is shoreline dependent; 

(tit-£}_ Whether the project is located in an area ·where potentially hazardous construction 

or unsafe structures already exist; 
(+t:i1-J.L.. \\'hether the project is receiving funding by any entity of the federal or local 

government for-_its design or construction; 

(t¥1-4_1_ Whether the project will enhance or facilitate recreational or cultural 

opportunities; 

(¥)-.21.._ Whether access to or from the shoreline is enhanced or the level of safety to or 

along the shoreline is increased; 

(¥i+QL. Whether the project is designed to prevent or mitigate for shoreline erosion; and 

( ;,.:ii-1-l.l..._ Whether the project meets t11e requirements of the Y-BGapplicable building code 

for structures in flood or stonn hazard zones. 
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(j) Coastal Hazard .'\PC:ill_ Use Priorities. _Activities listed within a use priority category are 

neither priority ranked nor exhaustive. _Use priority categories for the coastal hazard APCs of the 

entire Northern Marianas Island chain are as follows: 

( 1 )-_Highest: 

(i)-_Projects which preserve� or enhance the natural defense of the shoreline 

against storm wave attack and flooding; 

(ii)-_Public recreational uses of beach area. including the creation of public 

shoreline parks and the preservation of open space along the shoreline; 

(iii)-_Trnditional cultural and historic practices; 

(iv)-_Preservation oftish and wildlife habitat; or 

( v)-_Preservation of natural open areas of high scenic beauty and/or scientific 

value . 

(2)-_.Moderate: 

(i)-_Projects which promote access to and from remote shoreline areas; or 

(ii)-_Improvements to, or expansion of, existing water oriented structw·es which 

are located in low risk hazard areas, are compatible with designated land uses and 

do not pose a risk to the health and safety of the public . 

(3)-_Lowest: 

(i)-_Projects which result i n  the start, growth or improvement of commercial, 

public, or multi-unit/single residential uses in areas identified or known to be in 

high hazard zones; 

(ii)-_Transportation facilities, public jnfrastructure or shoreline dependent 

projects which cannot be reasonably accommodated i n  other areas; or 

(iii)-_Projects which require the installation or placement of shore protection 

structures. 

( 4 )-_Unacceptable: 

(i)-_Projects which degrade or modify natural shoreline protective feature such as 

beaches. cliffs or rocky shorelines; 

(ii)-_Projects which require hard shore protection to facilitate or accommodate 

structural entities of the development� unless these developments are associated 

with boating or marine based facilities: or 
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(iii)-_Projects which interfere or disrupt the natural shoreline processes such as 

littoral transport or coastal dynamics. 

Height Density, Setback, Co\'er.tge, and Parking Guidelines 

(a)-_Application� 
of guidelines. generally. The following building design and site utilization guidelines will be 

applied to all projects requiring a CRM permit unless uoverned by zoning law pursuant to § l5-

1 0-025 or if CRM agency officials in writing, and with concurrence by GRMO 

AdministratarDCRM Director . grant an exception. _An exception may only be granted when the 

applicant can demonstrate that there will be no significant impacts on scenic, historical, coastal, 

biological. and water resources. _However, no exception may be granted for shoreline setbacks 

unless othe1wise provided for in subsection (b). _In order to be consistent with the +9001atest 

adopted CNMI Building Code (PL 6-45) (2 CMC §§-7-l-G-b{2 CMC 7 I 0 I .  et seq.) building 

heights will be measured according to the definition �nprovided by the appropriate sections 

of the Ynii6fm-Bui!d�eae;-ffila��� 408 (grade and �;eetion). 109 (height. efapplicable 

building-}; code. 

(b)-_Shoreline Setbacks. 

(1 )-_Scope of Regulations. _The shoreline setback regulations herein prescribed apply to 

all coasts of the Commonwealth except for the port and industrial APCs where no 

shoreline setback regulations shall apply. _Shoreline setbacks shall be measured inland 

from the mean high water level. _For purposes of the regulations in this section the front 

of any Jot shall be that side parallel to the coastline and/or ocean. 

(2)-_Shoreline Setbacks: 

(i)-_Shoreline setback A, from 0-35 feet. _Beach and shoreline reservation zone 

for use as public access and recreation. _Generally. structures are prohibited. 
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(ii)-_Shoreline setback B, from 35-75 feet. _No vertical construction, which will 

obstruct the visual openness and continuity of the shoreline area, is 

permitted. _Open space, rest and recreation areas, s\vimming pools, terraces, 

landscaping and related outdoor improvements are al1owed. _Parking areas are not 

permitted. 

(iii} _Shoreline setback C. from 75-100 feet. _Single-story structures. covered 

porches. trellises and similar improvements not to exceed 1 2-feet in height 

measured from the natural grade line. _Parking is pem1itted if otherwise allowed 

by law. 

(iv)-._.Shoreline setback D, .:lffifHgreatcr !.h�n 1 00-Jeet-eF-rneF&-!,_Building height 

based on§ 15 10 315(c). l5- '10-360(c). Ifthe building is higher than 2 stories, 

100 feet from shoreline shal1 be considered the property line. 

(3)-_Setbacks for Small Shoreline Lots. _For any lot where thirty percent or more of the 

land area of the lot is affected by the mandatory shoreline setback above, such shoreline 

setback regulations are moditied as follows: 

(i)-_Shoreline setback A-1, from 0-20 feet. .Beach recreation zone tor use as 

public �ccess and recreation. 

(ii)-_Shoreline setback B-1, from 20-60 feet. _Shall be open space with 110 

vertical construction or parking permitted. 

(iii} _Shoreline setback C-1, from 60-100 feet. _Single and two-story structures 

only, with the total height not to exceed 20 1eet. 

(iv)-_Shoreline setback D-1, ffflmgreater than I 00 feet or more. . Building height 

based on � 15 10 315(e). l 5- 10-360(c). 

(c)-_Height and Side Yard Setback. 

( l )-_High Rise Development. _All high rise developments defined as a structure more 

than six stories or more than sixty feet above grade are encouraged to locate in areas of 

existing high rise development. _High rise construction is only pem1issible subject to the 

following conditions: 
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(i)-_High rise structures proposed seaward of any coastal road must be set back 

one foot from the front and back property lines for each one foot in the 

overall height of the building: 

(ii)-_In order to create view corridors. the applicant for high .rise development 

will be required to draw one datum lint! perpendicular to the shoreline or 

beach. _All high rise structures shall be orientated so that the longest lateral 

dimension is parallel to the datum line; 

(iii} _Th� project design shall incorporate substantial landscaping and tree 

planting to reduce/screen the visual bulk and mass of buildings as seen from 

public places such as roads, parks, and other public areas: and 

(iv)-_ The applicant shall prepare a view corridor plan wbkh shall include an 

inventory of existing views, impacts on existing views and proposed 

mitigation measures to protect scenic views. 

(2)-_Multi-unit Residential. _Multi-unit residential buildings must be setbaeJ.rset back one 

fool from the front and back of property lines for each one foot in the overall height 

of the building. _All multi-unit residential buildings must be set back at least 1 0  feet 

from the side property lines. 

(3)-_Commercial. _Commercial buildings must be setbacks�t back one foot from the 

front and back property lines for each one foot in the overall height of the 

building. _All commercial buildings must be se�eaekset back at least 1 0  feet from the 

side property l ines. _The GRMO AdmiAistratet:DCRM Director may allow a smaller 

side setback upon a detem1ination that the adjacent property is being or is 

substantially likely to be used tor commercial or industrial purposes. 

(4)-_Hotel & Resort. _Hotel and resort buildings must be setbaekset back one foot from 

the front and back property line$ for each one toot in the overall height of the 

building. 

(5)-_Industrial. _Industrial buildings shall setbackpc set back a minimum of .20 feet from 

all property lines. _The �•rnst-fatt}FDCRM Director may allow less than a 

20 foot setback upon a determination that the adjacent property is being or is 

substantially likely to be used for industrial purposes. 
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(d)-_Lot Coverage Density and Parking Guidelines. _Lot coverage for structures means the 

:.:footprint.:: of buildings on the site and does not consider the floor area of upper floors or the 

overall density of the development. _ Where the first floor is elevated above the ground level� its 

lot coverage ratio shall be based on the proposed use tor the area below the stmcture. _The lot 

coverage ratio tor open space is considered to include plazas. terraces, decks, and other outdoor 

areas which are not covered or \\o'a1Jed, landscaped areas, recreation and open space improved or 

unimproved natural areas. covered storm water disposal areas. and pedestrian walkways. _The 

continuity, conservation, and maintenance of open space must be provided for; any later 

modification must be first approved. 

(1)-_One and Two Family Residential: 

(i} _Maximum Jot coverage by buildings is 40% for lots on which not all 

dwellings are connected to a public sewer and 60% ior lots on which all 

d';vellings are connected to a public sewer. 

(ii)-_In developments consisting of more than four lots, the developer and/or 

subdivider must provide common use open space at a ratio of one acre of 

common use open space per every five acres of private Jots. _Up to 50% of 

the required common open space may be open space useable by the 

community included in public schools or similar public facilities. 

(2)-_Multi Unit Residential. _Maximum lot coverage by buildings is 60%. _A rni·nimum 

of 1.25 parking spaces must be provided for each dwelling unit. 

(3)-_Commercial. _Maximum lot coverage by structures is 75%. _A minimum of one 

parking space must be provided tor each 200 square feet of commercial space; one 

parking space for each 1 50 square feet of oftice space; and one parking space for 

every four restaurant seats. 

(4)-_Hotel & Resort: 

{i)-_.For buildings exceeding 35 feet in height. _Maximwn Jot coverage by 

structures is 20%. _Maximum Jot coverage by parking. roads. and service 

entries is 35%. _Minimum lot coverage lor open space is 45%. 

(ii)-_For buildings less than 35 feet in height. _Maximum lot coverage by 

structures is 35%. _Maximum Jot coverage by parking, roads and service 

entries is 35%. _Minimum lot coverage for open space is 30%. 
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(iii}-_A minimum of l parking space for �every 5 guest units must be 

provided. 

(5)-_Industrial. _An adequate number of parking spaces for employees and customers 

must be provided. 

(e) Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to prohibit CRM from imposinu additional buffer 

zones to protect environmentallv sensitive resources as appropriate. 

Part 400 -_Standards for APC Creation and Modification 

§-.15-10-40.1-_Authority 

The CRM agency officials or the CRM :\dm�-eFDCR1V1 Director may seek designation of 

any area within the Commonwealth as an APC or propose a change in any APC 

boundary. _Further, the CRM AdmiAisrratorDC1Uv1 Director may review requests from private 

parties for designation or modification of APCs. 

§-l 5-1 0-405·_Procedure 

Requests for new or modified APCs shall include detailed documentation supporting the APC 

designation or boundary change. _The documentation shall be based on criteria set fotth in � 

JO 410 15-10-4 1 0  below, hut may include other information pertinent to the area nominated or 

proposed boundary change. _Within thirty days of a nomination or proposed boundary change. 

the CR:.\4 AdministFa:l�FDCRM Director shall circulate it to the CRM agency officials and the 

CRM Coastal Advisory Council. _The CRM :\dminjstraterDCRM Director shall, within that 

same period. publish notice of the nomination or proposed boundary change, describing the area 

involved, in a newspaper of general circulation within the Commonwealth. _The CRM Oflice 

shall be available to receive public comment for a period offorty-.tive days from the date such 

notice is published. _Within the torty-five day comment period. the CRM agency officials and 

the CRM Coastal Advisory Council shall submit to the CRM Office comments and 

recommendations, and a public hearing shall be conducted by the CRM Office. _Within thirty 
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days after the closure of the comment period, the CRM Coastal Advisory Cow1cil shall, after 

adequate consideration of the commenis received, issue a recommendation on-_the nomination to 

the CRM agency ollicials who shall make the final decision regarding the proposed creation or 

modification. 

�HS-10-410-_Criteria for Creation and Modification 

In reviewing a request for designation or modification of an APC. the f:.RM 

MtHtnistt:at�rDC RM Director and the CRM agency officials shall consider whether the areas 

require special management because the a.--easth�y are: 

(a)-_Areas ofWlique, scarce, fragile. or vulnerable natural habitat; have a unique or fragile 

physical configuration (e.g. Saipan lagoon); are of historical significance, cultural value or scenic 

importance (including resources on or dctcnnined to be eligible for the National or CNMI 

Register of Historic Places); 

(b)-__ Areas of high natural productivity or essential habitat for living resources, including fish, 

wildlife and endangered species and the various trophic levels i n  the food web critical to their 

well-being; 

(c)-_Areas of substantial recreational value or potential; 

(d)-_Areas where developments and facilities are dependent either upon the utilization of, or 

access to, coastal waters. or of geographic significance for industrial or commercial development 

or for dredge spoil disposal; 

(e)-_Areas of urban concentration where shoreline utilization and water uses are highly 

competitive; 
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(f}_Arcas which, if development were permitted, might be subject to significant hazard due to 

storms, slides, floods, erosions, stormwater sedimentation. settlement or salt water intrusion; 

(g)-_Areas needed to protect, maintain. or replenish coastal lands or resources, including coastal 

flood plains, aquifers and their recharge areas, estuaries, sand dunes, coral and other reefs, 

beaches and offshore sand deposits; or 

(h)-_Areas needed for the preservation or restoration of coastal resources due to the value of 

those resources for conservation, recreational. ecological, or aesthetic purposes. 

[EKJ')antl] Jijstory!Comment 

§-15-10-415-_New APC Standards and Use Priorities 

Upon a determination to designate a new APC, the CRM Aan1inistratoFDCRM Director shall 

draft management standards and use priorities. _Designation of the area as an APC and 

publication of the new standards and use priorities shall be effected by publication of the 

designated APC and standards and use priorities in the Commonwealth Register pursuant to ! 

CMC §§ 9101, et seq.l CMC 9101, et seq . 

Part 500 -_Standards for Determination of a Major Siting 

�15-1 0-SOl_Determination of Major Siting 

(a)-_The determination of whether a proposed project, inside or outside a coastal APC, 

constitutes a major siting shall be issued by the CRM Office based on a documented 

ee&.re-nsusmajoritv of CRM program agencies stating the rationale therefore. _Major siting is 

defined in § 15 I 0 020: 1 5-1 0-020. 

(b)·_AII major siti-Agsitings shall be in conformity with the policy enumerated in section 3 of PL 

3-47 <2 C�K' § 1511 ).(2 CJ'v1C 1 5  1 1 ). 
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15-10-505-_Spccific Criteria for Major Sitings 

The CRM agency officials and the G.RM .Adn1inistmtorDCI:Uv1 Director shall evaluate a proposed 

project found to constitute a major siting based on the specitic criteria listed below, as well as the 

general criteria for all GRM-J.�ermils Jjsl�+r-H 5 10 3g+..major siting and APC permits at 15-

1 0-30 l and general standards at 1 5- 1 0-305. A major siting application must contain an 

evaluation by the applicant of the groposed project based on the criteria below. as required lw 

1 5-1 0-205(h)(20)(viii ). 

(a)-_Project Site Development. _The proposed project site development shall be planned and 

managed so as to ensure compatibility with existing and projected uses of the site and 

surrounding area. 

(b)-_Minimum Site Preparation. _Proposed projects shall. to the extent practicable, be located at 

sites with pre-existing infrastructure. or which require a minimwn of site preparation (e.g. 

excavation, filling, atld-removal of vegetation, utility connection). 

(c)-_Adverse Impact on Fish and Wildlife. _The proposed project shall not adversely impact 

fragile fish and wildlife habitats, or other environmentally sensitive areas. 

(d)-_Cumulative Environmental lmpact. _The proposed project site shall be selected in order to 

minimize adverse primary, secondary, or cumulative environmental impacts. 

(e)-_Future Development Options. _The proposed project site shall not unreasonably restrict the 

range of future development options in the adjacent areas. 

(f) _Mitigation of Adverse Impact. _ Wherever practicable, adverse impact of the proposed 

project on the environment shall be mitigated. _Mitigation shall include the incorporation of 

management measures for the control of nonpoint source pollution. 
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(g)-_Cultural-historic/Scenic Values. _Consider siting altematives that promote the 

G�-a#&--sCommonweahhs goals with respect to cultural-historic and scenic values. 

(h)-_ Watershed Conservation. _In regard to site development (including roads, highways, and 

bridges), avoid development. to the extent practicable. of areas that are particularly susceptible to 

erosion and sediment loss; preserve areas that provide important water quality benefits and/or are 

necessary to maintain riparian and aquatic biota; and/or protect to the extent practicable the 

natural integrity of Wftlerbodieswater bg_gies and natural drainage systems. 

Part 600-_CRM Permit Conditions 

§-lS-10-601-_Use of Conditions in CRM Permits 

CRM agency officials may delineate the scope of an approved activity, or otherwise limit CRM 

permits, by issuing conditions to CRM pem1its. _The conditions. shall be set out individually in 

writing, shall be accompanied by a specific reason for each condition and shall be issued 

contemporaneously with the CRM permit. _In permitted projects of an ongoing nature, the 

requirement for satisfaction of or compliance with the CRl\11 permit conditions shall continue for 

the duration of the pem1itted activity. _Violation of a CRM permit condition at any time shaH be 

cause for the CRM :\dminislratorDCRM Director to take enforcement action pursuant to � 

800pans 800 and 900:900. 

§-15-10-605-_Purpose and Scope 

The purpose of issuing CRM pem1jts subject to specific conditions is to ensure that a permitted 

project complies with pan 300. · 'Standard�; for CR�t Permit Jssuant;e.'"part 300, Standards for 

CRM Pcm1it Issuance. and CRM program policies. _Any lawful requirement consistent with the 

standards and policies referred to above may be the basis of a CRM permit condition. 
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§-15-10-61 0-_Mandatory Conditions 

All CRM permits shall contain at least the following conditions: 

(a)-_Inspection _ _  The GRM-A4Hin+s•Fah1fDCRM Dir�ctor or his designee shall have the right to 

make reasonable inspections of the out-of-doors portions of a permitted project site at any 

reasonable time in order to assess compliance with the C.R!v1 permit and its conditions. 

(b)-_ Timing and Duration._ 

(1 )-_Permitted physical development of the project site subject to a CRM permit shall 

begin within the time frame specified for project commencement on the permit. _The 

maximum time allowed for project commencement shall be one year. _The project shaH 

be completed within the time frame specified on the pennit tor project completion. _The 

maximum time allowed for project completion shall be three years unless it can be 

demonstrated the scope of the project requires additional time for constn1ction purposes 

(only). _Upon project completion, the pennittee shall deliver a completion certificate to 

the CRM Office. _If the project is not c<>mpleted within the time frame specified in the 

permit, the permit will be reviewed by the CRM Admiflist-r-atoFDCRM Director who will

do one of the following:_ 

(i)-_Extend or amend the permit; or 

(ii} _Terminate the permit._ 

(2)-_Ifthe CR.M AdministrnlOrDCRtv1 Director grants an extension of the permit, a fee 

equaling fifty percent of the original permit fee shall be assessed. _The GRM

.AdministratoFDCRM Director shall have the discretion to waive this fee if the project has 

been substantially completed. _Substantial completion means: the project is over seventy

five percent structurally complete as certified by a CNMI licensed architect or engineer._ 

(3)-_Ail conditions attached to the permit shall be of perpetual validity unless action is 

taken to amend, suspend, revoke or otherwise modify the CRM permit. 

(c} _Duty to Intonn. _The CRM pem1it holder. whether it be the applicant or a successor in

interest. shall be required to notify the GfUvt Admtni-stflNef=DCRM Director in writing i f  heishe 
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has knowledge that any information in the CRM permit application was untrue at the time of its 

submission or if he/she has knowledge of any unforeseen adverse environmental impacts of the 

permitted project. _A CRM permit holder shall further have the duty to inform any successor in 

interest of the permit granted and the conditions attached thereto, if any; and the suc.cessor in  

interest shall, within Jive days thereafter. advise the CRM Office of his/her interest in  \vriting. _ 

(d)-_ Compliance with Other Law. _The CR.M permit is valid only if the permitted project is 

otherwise lavvful and in compliance with other necessary governmental pem1its. 

(e)-_The following conditions will be included in every permit involving construction of any 

kind: 

(1 )-_The permittee shall be responsible for preventing discharge of construction site 

chemicals through the proper use of best management practices as described in the 

document :!Construction Site Chemical and Material Control Handbook:! for the 

following activities: _material delivery and storage; material use, spill prevention and 

control; hazardous waste management; concrete waste management: vehicle and 

equipment cleaning, maintenance and fueling; and 

(2)-_ W'here appropriate, the project shall preserve, enhance, or establish buffers along 

surface water bodies and their tributaries. 

[eJipand] History!CoiHmeAt 
15-10-61.5 Insurance Condition 

{a) When a permit iutanted with a condition that permittee must obtain insurance for the 

activities enuag.ed in bv permittee. that insurance must be obtained from an insurer licensed bv 

the CNMl Departmt!nt of Commerce to sell and supply such insurance in the Commonwealth, 

and otherwise Jegallv competent to sell and supply such insurance. The failure to obtain such 

insurance is grounds for non-issuance or revocation of nem1it. 

(b) \\'hen a pern}jt contains a condition reguirin!!lhe pennittec to obtain insurm1ce. the pennittee 

must include proof of insurance provided by the insurer with its permit appl ication. Such proof 

of information must include the name of the insurer. the name of the insured. the policy number. 
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the effective dill� and expirat ion d�tc ol· tl�. policv. a co\ eragc and limit or liabilitv description if 

applicable. and a contact address �nd telephone number for the insurer. The failure to provide 

such docum�ntation is urounds for non-issuance or rc,·ocation of 12crmit. 

(c) The subminal of insurance information tu th� DCRM or anv C'RM agency in a permit 

@plication shall be considered a grant of pem1ission by the permittee to the DCRM or anv CRM 

agencv the authoritv to cont.uct the insurt:r l isted to make inqui ries as to the insurance policv 

listed in the permit application. 

Part 700 --_CRM Permit Amendment 

§-15-10-701-_CRM Permit Amendment 

Att-aitlet'lde&.GRM(a) Amendment of penn it for change in scope or nature of project. An 

amended DCRM permit shall be required of all projects before they are significantly altered or 

substantially expanded. _Such an amendment shall require submittal of a revised GRMDCRM 

permit application to the �:OCRM Office. _Alterations and expansions requiring amended 

{;.RMOCRM permits include, but are not limited to, project changes which exceed $5000.00 of 

the monetary value of the permitted project as described i n  the original GRMDCRM permit 

application. _Where a substantially new project is proposed, a new and different permit must be 

obtained. 

§{b) Amendment of permit on request 0fCRM auencv. A CRM agency nwv request the 

inclusion of a condition to a permit after the decision to award the nennit hut prior to actual 

issuance of permit to permittee. o.r at anv time after the issuance of the permit. The permit shall 

be amended bv the inclusion of the proposed condition if the CRM agency officials decide to 

include the condition ihroul.!h the same process as the original penn it, as set fot1h in§ 15-10-235. 

15-1 0-705-_Transfer of Interest 
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If a property interest in the project is transferred, the CRM Oftice shall issue a new permit in the 

name ofthe successors in inter�st within 30 days ofreceiving notice of the transfer. _A pem1it 

issued under this section shall be identical in respect to terms and conditions to the permit issued 

to the predecessor in interest. 

Part 800 -_Enforcement of CR.M. Permits 

§-15-10-80 l-_Purpose 

The provisions of this part are intended to establish procedures whereby the GRM 

Adminislralorl)CRM Director may enforce the terms and conditions of CRM permits. _Final 

actions of the CRM AdministratorDCRM Director based upon this part are final agency 

ae+iet�action reviewable directly by the Commonwealth Superior Court pursuant to the 

Administrative Procedure Act, I CMC §§ 910l.l CMC 9101. et seq. 

§-15-10-805-_Grounds for Action 

The CRM Athninistral:efDCR:vt Director shaH take action to enforce compliance with CRM 

program policies and CRM permit conditions in any of the following cases: 

(a)-_Misstatement. _The CRM permit applicant, a party or any participant in a hearing on the 

CRM permit application made a material misstatement that directly and significantly affected the 

CRM permit decision. 

(b)-_Permit Violation. _The CRM pem1it applicant or its successor in interest. has violated a 

materiaJ term or condition of the CRM permit. 

(c)-_Supervening Illegality. _The permitted project, as constructed or operated. has become 

unla\vful by subsequent case law. statute. regulation, or other illegality. 
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(d)-_New Environmental Impact. _The pennitted project has a newly discovered adverse 

environmental impact. 

§-15-10-810-_ Warning 

The �4-A4-Hinisu-atorDCRM Director , upon a determination that a permitted project violates 

one or more provisions of* 15 10 805. 1 5-1 0-805, may issue a notice of intent to undertake 

CRM pem1it enforcement proceedings unless the CRM pem1it holder accomplishes corrective 

measures. _This warning procedure shall not affect nor limit the GRM-Aeministrator'sDCRM 

Director duties. powers, and responsibilities under § 15 lO 815. 1 5 - 1 0-815. 

§- 15-10-815- Permit Enforcement Notice . -

If after thirty days oft he date the CRM AdministratorDCRM Director issued a notice of intent 

under § 15 I 0 81 0.1 5- 10-8 1 0, the CRM permit holder has failed to take corrective action, or 

continues to be in violation of its CRM pennit or in the case of an ongoing violation. the GAA1 

AdministratofDCRM Director shall issue a written permit enforcement notice to the CRM permit 

holder. 

(a}-_ Content ofNotice . .  .A permit enforcement notice shall include a statement of facts or 

conduct constituting the violation and shall indicate the intended action to be taken by the �1 

Administrator. DCRM Director . If the �-Mmin-istfatefDCRM Director intends to impose a 

fine for the violation(s), the permit enforcement notice shall state the proposed amount of the 

line. _A permit enforcement notice shall provide for permit enforcement hearings, if requested, 

and inform the CRM permit holder of his responsibilities and rights under this part. _The notice 

shall inform the pern1it holder that unless he requests a permit enforcement hearing '\\-ithin 30 

days, the proposed sanction will be imposed. 
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(b)-_Service. _A permit enforcement notice shall be delivered by the CRM Office staff i n  person 

to the CR.M penn it holder, or served by certified U.S. mail addressed to the CRM permit holder, 

or his designated agent. _Proof of service shall be made by affidavit. 

(c} _Response to Notice. _If the CRM permit holder believes the statement of facts or conduct 

constituting violation in the permit enforcement notice is inaccurate, and desires a permit 

enforcement hearing, he/she shall respond in writing to the GRM AdminislraHwDCRM Director 

within thirty days of service of the penni I enforcement notice. _This response shall include a 

written statement indicating the CRM permit holder's arguments. 

§-15-l 0-820-_Emergency Suspension 

lf  the CRM Adminislrate:FOCRM Director detem1ines that a CR.M permit holder has v..illfully 

violated a provision of§ 15 10 805 1 5-1 0-805 . or if the public health, safety; or welfare 

imperatively requires immediate action, the CRM AdmiAistffitefDCRM Director may order 

emergency summary suspension of a CRM permit pending proceedings for revocation or other 

action, notwithstanding, any notice requirement under § 15 10 8�1 5-10-81 5. If a permit 

enforcement hearing is requested, the proceeding shall be promptly instituted and determined 

pursuant to � 15 10 825. 1 5-I 0-825. 

§-lS-1 0-825-_Perrnit Enforcement Hearing 

Upon receipt of a request for permit enforcement hearing, the GRM AdministratorDCRM 

Director shaH schedule a hearing within fifteen days. _The GRM-AffiniBistratorDCR.M Director 

or his designee shall preside at CRM enforcement hearings. shall control the taking oftestimony 

and evidence and shall cause to be made an audio recording or stenographic record ofCRM 

enforcement hearings. _Evidence presented at such hearings need not conform with any 

prescribed rules of evidence but may be limited by the GRM .'\dRlinistrawDCRM Director 

Director in any manner she/he reasonably detennines to be just and eflicient and promote the 
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ends of justice. _Permit enforcement hearings shall conform to the provisions of the 

Administrative Procedure Act, �K §§ 9108: 1 CMC 91 08. et seq. _The (.;.RM 

1\dminislrat-et:DCRM Director Director shall issue a decision within ten days of the close oftl1e 

enforcement hearing and all orders shall be in writing and accompanied by written findings of 

fact and conclusions of law. _The standard of proof for such hearing shall be by the 

preponderance of the evidence. 

§-15-1 0-830-_Rernedies 

Upon a determination by the CJ{J"v1 i\dmini�;lratmDCR i\-1. Pire.ctor Director and/or CRM agency 

officials that a violation did occur. the GRM Admf.t:listratorDCRJv1 Director Director may order 

any or all ofthe following remedies: 

(a)-_Revocation . . The CRM permit may be revoked in its entirety. 

(b)-_Suspension. _The CRM permit may be temporarily suspended for a given period. or until 

the occurrence of a given event or satisfaction of a specific condition. 

(c)-_Corrective Measures. _Measures may be ordered of the CRM permit holder so that the 

project conforms to the CRM permit terms and conditions. 

(d)-_Civil Fines . .  The GRM-r\t:lministratorDCRJ\1 Director Director may impose a civil fine in 

an amount not to exceed $1 0.000 per day for each day the violation of the CRM permit occurred 

pursuant to �C § 15'13(a). 2 Ci\K' 1543(a). For purposes of computing a fine, any day that 

the CRM AdmtnistmtorDCRM Director Director finds that a violation of the CRM permit 

occurred may be counted. _The GAA1-A-4mini�;tratorDCRM Director Director shall, in his or her 

discretion, set fines in an amount calculated to compel compliance with �\4DCRM permit 

conditions, applicable Jaw, and any order issued by the A-Effilini:;tralofDirector. taking into 

consideration the value of the existing and potential damage to the environment caused by the 
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violation, efforts at compliance, and/or any other factors that the i\dmini�;trakwDircctor finds 

relevant to the calculation. 

Part 900 -_Enforcement of CRM Standards and Policies 

§-15-l 0-90 l·_ Purpose 

The provisions ofthis part are intended to establish procedures whereby the GRM

AdtflinistratorDCRlvt Director and/or CRM agency officials may enforce penalties against 

persons conducting activities or participating in projects within the jurisdiction of the CRM 

program without a required CRM pennit. _The actions of the CRM Admini �DCT�\.1 

Director and/or CRM agency officials based upon this part are agency action reviewable by the 

Commonwealth Superior Court. 

§-15-1 0-90S._lnvestigation 

(a)-_ The CR�ll AdministrateFDCRiv1 Director shall have the authority to investigate suspected 

violations ofCNMI PL 3-47 f.2 CMC §f-±Wh<2 CMC 1 5 0 1 .  et seq.) or this chapter. _If 

practicable, the CRM AdmiRistmtorDCRM Di rector shall first request the person or persons 

having knowledge or custody of the infom1ation to voluntarily produce or allow access to it. _If 

volw1tary production of or access to the inionnation is not forthcoming. the � 

AdmiRistmtOFDCRM Director may implement the following measures to compel disclosure. 

(b)-_Authority to Search. 

( 1 }-_Consent from Penn it Application. _The CRM :\dminis!f.atet=DCRt-.·1 Director or his 

designee may enter. at any reasonable time, the site of a proposed p�ject for which there 

exists a signed CRM pennit application on file vt�ith the CRM Office. 

(2)-_Perrnit Authorization. _The CRM AdmiRistmtorDCRM Director or his designee 

may enter, at any reasonable time, the site of a project for which there has been granted a 

CRM permit. 
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(3)-_Search Warrant. _The GRM .\Hntin�FDCRM Director may. if necessary. apply 

to the Commonwealth Superior Court for a search warrant allowing entry onto a project 

site on land or \•.;ater su�iect to CR.M program jurisdiction, pursuant to applicable law of 

administrative searches, regardless ofthe existence of a pending CRM permit application 

or a currently valid CRM permit. 

§-15-10-910-_ Conditions Warranting Investigation 

The GR-M-A4nffiisti'illiwDCRM Director may act pursuant to this part upon reasonable 

detennination that a violation of CNMI PL 3-47 @:GMC §§ 15(.+.1-;(2 CMC I 50 I, et seq.), or this 

chapter, or CR..\1 administrative orders issued under this chapter, has occurred. _Such violations 

include, but are not limited to, projects undertaken without a required CRM permit and activities 

that do not conform to the CRM permit terms and conditions under ft8;ft-SOO.:part 800. 

§-15-10-915-_ Warning 

Upon a determination that a violation of law subject to CRM program jurisdiction has occurred. 

the CRM AEin'liAist:fatef:DCJUv t Director may issue a cease and desist order to the person(s) 

responsible for the violation and state notice of intent to undertake legal proceedings unless 

corrective measures are undertaken. _The Jetter shall state the corrective measures necessary and 

shall provide for a period in which compliance shall be effected. 

§-15-1 0-920-_ Enforcement 

Upon a determination that a person other than a CRM permi1 holder is in violation of CNMI PL 

3-47 (2 CMC §§ 150 1.(2 CMC I 50 l ,  et seq.), or applicable rules and regulations or 

administrative orders issued thereunder, the f::.AA-1-Adminisfrat�DCRM Director shall promptly 

issue an enforcement notice to the ofiending party. _The enforcement notice shall be delivered 
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personally to the offending party or, if such service is not reasonably possible, it may be sent by 

certified mail to his residence or place ofbusiness. 

(a}-_Content of Enforcement Notice. 

(1 )-_Completed Violation. _If acts constituting a violation are complete and the violation 

is not of an ongoing nature. the enforcement notice shall include a statement of the tacts 

and conduct constituting the violation, the amount of an imposed fine. if any, a warning 

not to repeat the unlawful activity and a statement that a hearing on the findings of 

violation or of size of the fine is available if the C'RM AdministrattnDCRM Direc1or is so 

requested, in writing, within seven days of service of the enforcement notice. 

(2)-_Continuing Violation. _If acts constituting a violation are of an ongoing nature or 

likely to be repeated, the enforcement notice shall include a statement of facts and 

conduct constituting the violation, a statement of an imposed, continuing tine, if any, an 

order to cease and desist the activity giving rise to a violation, a warning that additional 

fines may be imposed for thllure to cease and desist the prohibited activity and a 

statement that an enforcement hearing on the finding of violation or size of-_the fine is 

available if the GRM-Adm.ilristraterDCR��J pirector is so requested. in wTiting, within 

seven days of service of the enforcement notice. 

(b)-_Response to Notice. _If the party lo whom enforcement notice is sent objects to the finding 

of violation, or seeks an enforcement hearing on the fme. he shall submit a written response to 

the enforcement notice within seven days of service of the entorcement notice. _Failure to 

provide written response or to demand an enforcement hearing within the prescribed period shall 

be deemed a waiver of defenses and the right to an enforcement hearing and the fine. as set in the 

enforcement notice, shall upon expiration ofthe seven day-_period, become immediately due and 

payable to the CNMT Treasurer. _All fines shall be paid by check made payable to the Treasurer 

of the CNMI. _A copy ofthe payment receipt shall be provided to the CRM Office by the 

violator. 

§-15-10-925-_Determination of Fines and Penalties 
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The (;,��h\dtntmSti'<HEWi)CRtvl Director shall, in his sow1d discretion, set fines in an amount 

calculated to compel compliance with applicable law and administrative orders and shall 

consider the value of the existing and potential damage to the environment proximately caused 

by the violation described in pan 800part 800 and f@'f-9Q�parl 900. In no event however, shalJ 

any fine imposed exceed the ceiling imposed by 2 CMC § 1513. 2 CMC I 543. In addition the 

�DCRM Director may order the offending party to cease and desist from the 

activity that is in violation, take mitigation measures to cure the violation: or seek any other 

remedy available at law or in equity. 

§-15-1 0-930-_ Enforcement Hearing 

I f a written response to an enforcement notice is filed with the CRM Office requesting an 

enforcement hearing. it shall be conducted by CRM Ach:ninistratorDCRM Director pursuant to i 
-14-1-Q-&.8,.- LS-10-825. The decision of the GRM-A:dministratorDCRM Director shall be final as 

within the CRM program. _Appeal from an enforcement decision shall be to the Commonwealth 

Superior Court within thirty days following service of the CRM Administrator'sDCRM Director 

's written enforcement decision on the offending party. 

§-15-10-935-_Enforcement by Common·wealth Superior Court 

Fines and cease and desist orders issued by the CRM AdministratorDCR M Dircclor for purposes 

of enforcement constitute official agency orders and must be complied with. by persons 

detennined in violation of CRM program policies or CM1 permit conditions. _In the event fines 

are imposed or cease and desist t:Wt:leforders are issued. and compliance with either is refused. the 

CRM Administt=a1arDC RM Direclor may file in Commonwealth Superior Court seeking court 

enforcement. 

§·lS-10-940-_Enforcemenf by Criminal Prosecutions 
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If the GRM·-A4mf.r�:atB-FDCRM Director has reason to believe that a person in violation of 

CRM program policies or CRM pennit conditions or administrative orders issued thereunder has 

committed criminal offense within the definition provided in 2 CMC § 1543(b). (Ei);2 CMC 

1543{b). (d). he shall promptly submit a report of the violation to the Attorney General. 

§-15-1 0-945-_Administrative Order 

For purposes of f)arts 800parts 800 and 000900 administrative orders shall be any orders issued 

by the �\4-A4niAistraterDCR.Jv1 Director for enforcement of CRM policies and regulaHons 

pursuant to 2 CMC § 115J(a).2 CMC 1453(a). 

Part 1000 -_Public Information and Education 

§-15-10-1001-_Public Information and Education 

The CRM Office shall make infbnnation and educational materials available to the public and 

CRM agency otlicials. _The CRM Office, under the direction of the CRM AdministratorDCRM 

Director , shalJ assist a CRM penn it applicant, CR.rv1 agency officials, the Governor and the 

CRJv1 Appeals Board, by explaining the policies and procedures of the CRM perntit process. 

(a)-_ Vernacular. _When requested and reasonably necessary, the CRM Office shall provide 

translation of official business into the appropriate vernacular. 

(b)-_Media. _The CRM Otlice shall, to the extent practicable, develop and maintain a continuing 

program of public infonnation and education. _lntonnation regarding coastal resources 

management and conservation shall be disseminated through newspapers, television, radio, 

posters, and brochures supplied by the CRM Office. 
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(c)-_Public Hearings. _Any hearing or meeting held for purposes of the CRM permit or 

enforcement process, or the Coastal Advisory Council. shall be open to the public. 

(d)-_APC Maps . .  The CRM Office shall maintain a current series of island maps clearly 

showing the areas of particular concern. 

Part 1100 -_ CRM Coastal Advisory Council 

�15-10-1101-_ Creation 

Pursuant to CNMI PL 3-47 f6 C CMC §§ 1521 1522).(2 CMC 1521-22), a CRM Coastal 

Advisory Council (CAC) shall be established, consisting ofthose members listed in § 15 10 
020(s). l 5- l  0-020 

§-15-10-1 105-_Adopt Internal Procedures 

The CAC shall adopt internal procedures which shall govern its meetings. 

§-15-10-1110-_Ad,·ise CRM 

The CAC shall advise the CRM Office and the CR�-1 AdministratorDCRM Director on any 

proposed cba11ge in the CRM program or the CRM permit process or any proposed rules and 

regulations considered useful for implementing the CRM program. 

§-l S-10-11 15-_Conduct Meetings 

The CAC shall conduct meetings from time to time in public sessions, in order to receive 

infonnation from the public on the impact or advisabHity of programs and policies in the CRM 

program. _Meetings shall be scheduled by the Council or as requested by CRM Admifti-stfCHt">fthe 
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DCRM Director , as he deems necessary for purposes of obtaining input and advice. and shall be

scheduled at teasel east twice each calendar year. 

Part 1200-_CRM Public Records 

* 15-10-1201-_Retention

The CRM Oftice shall retain and preserve the following documents for a minimum of five years 

following their receipt or acquisition. unless the CRM Office determines that they shall be 

retained for a longer pedod of time . . After five years, all pertinent materials shall be safely 

stored. 

(a)-__ CRM Permit Application Materials. _All applications, permits, variances, pleadings, 

motions, affidavits, charts, petitions, statements, brief.<> or other documentation submitted in

support of or oppOsition to applications tor CRM pem1its or variances, or prepared by the CRM 

Office in the course of the CRM pennit process, shall be retained and preserved. 

(b}-_CRM Hearing Records. _Stenographic or tape recordil1gs of all CRM permit or enforcement 

hearings and written minutes of CAC meetings shall be retained and preserved. 

(c)-_ Coastal Resources Materials. _All studies, guides, plans, policy statements, charts, special 

reports, educational materials, or the information obtained or prepared by the CRM Office in 

order to provide public education shall be retained and preserved. 

(d)-_Best Management Practices. _CRM shall provide access to reference documents� including, 

�Gutt:laHee-Soeeifving-MaAagemt*ll M�asures k>r Sources of Nonaoint Pollution in Coastal 

Waters'' . Guidance Specifying Man�gement Measures tor Sources ofNonpoint Pollution in. 
Coastal Waters published under the authority of section 6217(0) of the Coastal Zone 

Management Act Reauthorization Amendments of 1990, United States Environmental Protection 

Agency Office of Water, Washington. DC, and relevant BMP documents published by Office of 
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Ocean and Coastal Resources Management, Environmental Protection Agency, Natural 

Resources Conservation Service and other local and federal agencies. 

§-15-10-1205-_Public Access to CRM Records 

All CRM program records shall be available for inspection for a period of five years by any 

person during established business hours at the CRM Office in Saipan except as otherwise 

provided by law. 

(a)-_Minutes and Transcripts. _Minutes ofCAC meetings and transcripts or tapes ofCRM 

permit or enforcement hearings shall be made available upon request to the public within thirty 

days after the meeting or hearing involved, except where the disclosure would be inconsistent 

with law, or where the public distribution of minutes of meetings held in executive session would 

defeat the lawful purpose of the executive meeting. _All CRM permit or enforcement hearings 

must be open to the public, and all transcripts of-_the hearing shall be made available upon 

request; provided, however, that those persons requesting transcription shall pay the costs of 

transcription at the time of the request. 

(b)-_Copies of Documents. _Copies ofCRM public records shall be made available to any 

member of the public requesting them provided that reasonable fees or costs incurred in 

reproducing the records shall be paid by check into the CNMI Treasury by tl1e requesting party. 

(c)-_Denial of Inspection. _Any person aggrieved by a denial ofac-eess to CRM program records, 

or transcription or copying thereof� may apply to the Commonwealth Superior Court for an order 

directing inspection or copies or extracts of CRM program public records. _The court shall grant 

the order after hearing upon finding that the denial was not for just and proper cause. 

Part 1300 -_ CRM Access to Records 

§-lS-10-l30lAdmini.<>tnter- Dirl.)ctor Access 
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The Admini:;tratorDirector , on behalf of.lti�lt-b.l.!n ot.: hers�)£, the CRM Office, the CRM 

agency onicials, the Governor, the CRM Appeals Board, and the CRM Coastal Advisory 

Council, shall have access to such records necessary for conducting official CRM business, 

except as provided by law. 

�15-10-1305-_CNMI Government Records 

The GRM i\clmiAistrat�DCRM Director shaiJ have access to relevant CNMI governmental 

records for the purpose of obtaining information for official CRM business. _This access may 

include government reports, reviews, policy statements, and any other data not protected as 

confidential by law. _The G-R-t\4 Admiaistr=atorDCRM Director shall keep his or her requests 

reasonab]e in scope and accompany his or her requests for information with payment for copying 

or gathering of specific information. 

�15-10-1310-_Private Records 

The GRM-A4flliAistratorDCRM Director may request from interested parties only such records 

and documents deemed necessary for the CRM permit process. 

Part 1400 --_Computation of Time_ 

§-15-10-1401-_Computation ofTimc 

In computing any period of time under this chapter, the time begins with the day following the 

act. event or default, and includes the last day of the period unless it is a Saturday, Sunday, or 

legal holiday, in which event, the period runs until the end of the next work day. _When the 

prescribed period of time is ten days or Jess, Saturdays, Sundays, or holidays within the 

designated period shall be excluded from the computation. 
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Part 1500 -_Federal Consistency 

§-15-10-1501-_General Law 

Federal activities and development projects which directly affect the coastal zone must be 

conducted or supported i n  a manner which is, to the maximum extent practicable, consistent with 

the CRM �tt�Tr.-enforceablc polices approv�d by National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. Federally licensed or permitted activities and the provisions for federal financial 

assistance for activities affecting land or water uses of the coastal zone must be consistent with 

the CRM program_ :Furthennore, any federal agency proposing to undertake any development 

project in the coastal zone shall insure that the project is, to the maximum extent practicable, 

consistent with the CRM program. _The implementation of these federal consistency provisions 

will be carried out in accordance with section 307 of the CZMAsection 307 ofthe CZMA and 

federal regulations at -8-GFR....-paf!-9-J0,- 1 5  CFR. part 930. 

§-15-10-1505-_Standard for Determining Consistency 

1be GRMGDCR1\:l shan apply the following enforceable standards in making consistency 

determinations: 

(a)-_ The goals and policies set forth in CNMJ Public Law 3-47 �-W-h(2 CMC I 501, 

et seq.); 

(b)-_ The standards and priorities set forth in this chapter; 

(c)-_Federal air and water quality standards and regulations, to the extent applicable to the 

Commonwealth of the Northern Marina Islands; and 
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(d)-_Air and water quality standards and regulations of the CNMI, including, but not limited to, 

the CNM I Undewo\ffid-1-Hml-i�t:H ��e:t:llatiew.;-ft'\JMJ.AG:4iik��atzt�-99"JCNM I 

llnder�round Injection Control Retwlations [Nl'v11AC, titk 65. chapter 90] and the (:'NwH 

fffi.fl.kinl:! Willer Reguf.a��t-NMIAC. title 65. chapter 20hCNMJ Drinking Water Reuulations 

!NMIAC. title 65. chapter 20.1; and 

(e} _Any additional policies. regulations, standards, priorities and plans that are enforceable and 

incorporated into any amendment of the CRM program in the future. 

§-15-10-1510-_Federal Activities and Development Projects 

(a)-_A federal development project includes any federal activity involving the planning, 

construction� modification, or removal of public works, facilities, or other structures; and the 

acquisition, utilization or disposal of land or water resources. 

(br _Federal activities!.: include those federal agency actions which are either development 

projects or licenses, permits. or assistance actions as described herein below. _Examples include 

federal agency activities requiring a federal pennit and federal assistance to entities other than 

the local government. _Although federal lands in the CNMI are excluded from the CRM program 

jurisdiction pursuant to section 7 of PL 3-4 7 (2 CMC § 1513 ).(2 CMC 15 13  ). federal activities 

occurring on federal lands whkh result in spillover impacts which directly affect the 

teRUM�Hwcalth'sCommonwe<�lths coastal zone must be consistent, to the maximum extent 

practicable, with the CRM program._ 

(c)-_In the event that a federal agency plans to undertake a federal activity, including a 

development project, which is likely to directly affect the coastal zone. the federal agency must 

notify tbe GR-MGDCRM of the proposal at least ninety days before any final decision on the 

federal action) unless both the federal agency and G-Rt\4GDCRM agree to an alternative 

notification schedule. _Such notification must include a brief statement indicating how the 

proposed project will be \mdertaken in a manner consistent, to the maximum extent practicable, 
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with the CRM program . .  .The federal agency's consistency determination must be based upon an 

evaluation of the relevant provisions of the CRM program. _Consistency determinations must 

include: 

( 1)-_A detailed description of the proposed project; 

(2)-_ The project's associated facilities: 

(3)-_The combined, cumulative coastal effect of the project: and 

(4)-_Data and infonuation sufficient to support the federal agency's conclusion. 

(d} _If GI?-M-Gthe DCRM does not issue a written response within fu1�sixty days from the 

receipt of the federal agency notification, the federal agency may presume GRMQ..!s 

agreemenHbat DCRM agrees that the activity is consistent with the CRM program.�quests for 

afl e?<teAsion of The Commonwealth mav extend the time ma)' be made for a period of not 

more than fifteen days, unless the federal agency agrees to longer or additional extension 

requests. CRMO DCRM a&rreement shall not be presumed ifCRMODCRM requests an 

extension of time within the forty fi'>·esixty day review period. 

(e)tRMQ:s DCRM's concurrence with or objection to a federal agency's consistency 

determination must be set forth in ,..,Titing with reasons and information supporting the 

agreement or disagreement and sent to the federal agency. J n  case of disagreement, 

CRMODCRM will attempt to resolve its differences with the federal agency's consistency 

determination within the ninety day-_notification period. 

(f)-_In the event that the CRMODCRJv1 and the federal agency are unable to come to an 

agreement on the maru1er in which a federal activity or development project may be conducted or 

supported in a manner consistent. to the maximum extent practicable, with the �M 

pffibl'.faffiDCRM enforceable policies, the GAAtGDCRM or federal agency may request 

mediation of the disagreement pursuant to the procedures set forth in s�lion 307 of the Federal 

t4:tas ia� Zone Maoogement Act of-+9-R-fPL 92 583. as an1ended) und 15 CFR 930, sueeart 
!+.-section 307 of tl1e federal Coastal Zone Mana�ement Act of 1972 ( PL 92-583. as amended) 

and 1 5  CFR 930. subpa11 II. 
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§- 15-10-1515-_Federal Licenses and Permits 

(a)-_Federal licenses and permits include any authorization. certification, approval or other form 

ofpem1ission which any federal agency is empowered to issue to an applicant. 

(b)-_An applicant includes any individual or organization, except a federal agency, which. 

following management program approvaL files an application for a federal license or permit to 

conduct an activity affecting the coastal zone. 

(c)-_An applicant for a federal license or permit for an activity affecting the coastal zone must 

file, along with the application, a certification that the activity will be conducted in a manner 

consistent with the CRM progFam. enforceable policies. A copy of the application and 

certification, along with all necessary data and information as <!Qproved by the National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration, should also be sent to the GR.MO. DCRM. The federal agency 

shall not issue the license or permit unless GRM.QDCRM concurs i n  the consistency certification 

or its concurrence is presumed because GRM(.JDCRM has failed to respond in six months. _The 

applicant's consistency certification statement, which will then be reviewed along with the 

application by CRt>.·10DCRM, must be accompanied by sufficient information to support the 

applicant's consistency determination. 

(d)-_Federal Agency Licenses and Permits. 

(1 )-_The federal agency licenses and permits that the CRM OfiiceDCRtv1 will review for 

consistency with the QY..1;)rogramDCRM enforceable policies are those listed in the 

Procedures Guide for Achieving Federal Consistency with the CNMI GR:M 

programDCRM enforceable policies (available from CRMODCRM), incorporated and 

made a part hereof. _If. in the future, it is found that the issuance of other types of federal 

pem1its and licenses cause direct and significant impact on coastal land and water 

resources. the said listing wi11 be expanded as necessary. 

(:�) CRt>.-tO DCRM shall be responsible for providing the above list to the relevant 

federal agencies wMlhat in tum shall make the information available to applicants. 
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(e)-_Ifany project which requires a federal license or pennit also requires a coastal pennit. 

applications for both should be filed simultaneously . .  A certification of consistency with the 

�;H:M programDCRM enforceable polices shall be filed with both applications. _The issuance or 

denial of a GRMDCRM pennit will indicate consistency or the lack of consistency with the 

CRM program and the GR:MGDCIUvl shall notify the federal agency of the GRMDCRM 

permitting decision for its use in its federal permitting decision. 

lf)-_Certification of Consistency. 

( 1 )·_A ce.rtification of consistency shall include the follo\\oing clause: ."The proposed 

activity complies with the CNMI CRM program and will be conducted in a manner 

consistent with such program:' 

(2)-_Supporting information must be attached to the certification. _This information v.rill 

include a detailed description of the proposal, a brief assessment of the probable coastal 

zone effects; and a brief set of findings indicating that the proposed activity, its associated 

facilities and. their effects. are all consistent with the provisions of the CR11 program, 

including the application standards listed in �-l4-l� 15-10-1 505 above. 

(g)-_Interested parties may assist the applicant in providing information to the CRMO. 

OCRM. Jn addition, the CRMODCRM will, upon the request of the applicant, provide 

assistance to the applicant in developing the assessment and findings required. 

(h}-GI�_ OCRM review begins at the time the oftice receives both the applicant's consistency 

certification and the supporting infonnation and determines that the information is 

complete. _Timely public notice of the proposed activity will be made by CRMO. DCRM. The 

public notice will include a summary of the proposal, an announcement that information 

submitted by the applicant is available for public inspection. and a statement that public 

comments are invited. 

(i)-_ Certification of Consistency Decisions. 
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( l )-_ At the earliest practicable time and within six months after the date of receipt, the 

CRMO will notify the issuing federal agency of its concurrence or objection. _If 

GRMGDCRIV1 has not issued a decision within three months after the date of receipt, it 

must notify the applicant and the federal agency of the status of the matter and the basis 

for further delay. if  any. 

(2)-_In the event that GRMGDCI?w\r1 objects to the applicant's consistency determination, 

the office must set out its objection, in -wTiting, with reasons and supporting information 

and alternative measures, if they exist, which, if  adopted, would permit the activity to be 

conducted i n  a manner consistent with the CRM program. _A c.ru�·10QCRM objection 

will include a statement infom1ing the applicant of a right to appeal to the Secretary of 

Commerce as provided in seetiofl: 307 ofth.e federal Coastal Zone Managt:'!ment 
Attsection 307 of the Federal Coastal Zone Management Att. as amended. 

§-] S-1 0-1 520-_Federal Assistance 

(a)..:.: _Federal assistance� means assistance provided under a federal grant program to an 

applicant agency through grant or contractual agreements. loans. subsidies, guarantees, insurance 

or other forms of fmancial aid for activities which affect the coastal zone. 

(b}·_An applicant refers to any unit of the CNMI government, which. following CRM program 

consistency concurrence, submits and application for federal a$Sistance. 

(c)-_ The GRMGDCRM shall be notified of any application submitted to the Planning and 

Budget Affairs Office for any federal assistance program listed in the Catalog of Federal 

Domestic Assistance in addition to applications to the Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource 

Zone Management for Coastal Energy lmpact Program grants. 

(d)-_Application for federal assistance for activities affecting the coastal kmdszone must go 

through the clearinghouse notification and review process to ensure that the GRMGDCR�·t has 

an opportunity to review the proposed action for consistency with the CRM program. _Such 
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applications must include a certification of consistency which meets the information 

requirements set out in this chapter. 

(e)-_If a coastal pemtit is  required for a project utilizing federal assistance, then the coastal 

permit and the federal assistance application shall be filed simultaneously. 

(f)-_In the event that GAA1GDCRJv1 finds that the proposed federal assistance is  not consistent 

with the CR.i\1 program, the application shall not be approved unless the CRMO.sDCRtvfs 

objection is resolved through informal discussions among the federal program agencies, the 

applicant, and the CRMODCRM., or unless the objection is set aside on appeal to the Secretary 

of Commerce pursuant-_to seetion 307 of tl:\e lederal Coastal Zmle Manaeement Aet. 
CRMO'ssection 307 oflhe Federal Coastal Zone Manag-ement Act. The DCRM's objection must 

be set forth in VvTiting \\oith reasons, supporting information and alternative measures. _'Ibe 

Planning afld Budget Affairs Offi€eThe DCRM must then notify the applicant agency and the 

federal agency ofGR+\iJG-!.sDCRM's objection and must inform the applicant agency of its right 

to appeal to the Secretary of Commerce. _If CRMODCRI'v1 does not object to an application 

proposal during the clearinghouse process, the federal agency may grant the federal assistance. 

Part 1600- Water sports permits 

15·10-1601 Water sports permits. 

The CRM shall have the right and responsibility to permit all commercial water sports activities 

in the CNMI. All rules and regulations pertaining to such permits shall be found at NMIAC Title 

1 5, Chapter 15-20. Until rules and regulations pertaininu to water sports permits are promulgated 

by the CRM. CRM may pennit water sports operators and their operations bv means of the 

regulations of NMIAC Title 15.  Chapter 15-10. 

Part 1700 - Miscellaneous Provisions 

§-15-10-t-601-1701 Severability Provision 

lf any provision of this chapter, or the application of any provision of this chapter to any person 
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or any other instrumentality or circumstances shall l'e. is held invalid by a court of competent 

jurisdiction! the remainder of this chapter and the application of the affected provision to other 

persons, instrumentalities. and circumstances, shall not be affected thereby. 

§-#-JO-J.Mq5-10-1705 Savings 

The repeal of the CRM Rules and Regulations which notice of adoption was published in 

Commonwealth Register (volume] 7, number 7 at [page] 3883, does not release or extinguish 

any penalty, forfeiture or liability incurred or right accrued or accruing under such law. _The 

regulation shall be treated as remaining in force for the purpose of sustaining any proper action 

or prosecution for the enforcement of the right, penalty or forfeiture. 
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Commonwc.'llth of the �onhcrn .lvlariana lslands 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

�-�· 

Frank M. !Ubauliman 
Administt310r 

Bureau of Environmental and Coastal Quality 
l)i-:, i'tliiJit u( Cv� ..... r H<·:.:r\Urc\'$ �b."�t�or 

I' 0. �� .. ����17. :v"'i""· !\II' ')(•'Jill 
Td: :t.71>j( >lo·l .. �.'l!Wt, 1-.": (l•7!') (.toi.X,\1.'; 

u'\vw.crm.g(J\' .mp 

Public Notice 

COASTAl REsoURCES 
ll.lH.lGEJIEWT 

Francee A. Ca5uo 
Djn,.-c£t•t 

From the <;:OMMONWEALTH OF THE NOTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS COASTAL 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

of the CNMI'S DJVISION OF COASTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT 

DATE: September 10, 2014 

NOTICE: Pursuant to IS CFR §923.84(b)(4), the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands' (CNMI) Bureau of Environmental and Coastal Quality (BECQ) gives notice of the 
routine program changes made to the CNMI's Coastal Management Program (CMP), as 
approved to date by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 

Approved changes to the CNMI's CMP are outlined in the table below. The approval letters from 
NOAA are attached to this notice. 

Date of Approval from NOAA Description of Action 
April4, 1986 Routine program change 
April 29, 1987 New regulations concerning jet skis and changes to existing 

regulations on minor permits 
January 20, 1991 Adoption of Public Law 7-3, which added the 

Commonwealth Utilities Corporation as a coastal resources 
management agency 

December 18, 1992 Revisions to: submission requirements for major siting 
applications, adding new conditions to Section 8 requiring 
erosion control and drainage plans, adding a new clause that 
documents must be submitted in English units 

December 28, 1994 Modifies the fee for extending a Major Permit Application 
February 2, 1995 Relocation of jet ski operations to Chalan Laulau 
May 7, 1996 Create a Coastal Hazards Area of Particular Concern (APC) 
April 8, 2006 Addition of Coastal Resources Management Rules and 

Regulations and three sets of Division of Environmental 
Quality regulations to CMP 
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For additional information about this notice or other aspects of the CNMI Coastal Management 
Program, please contact DCRM at 670-664-831 1. 
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Ms . Tami Grove 
Acting Admin i s t r a to r  

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT O F  COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
:oi.ATICINAL OCEAN SERVlCE 
OFFICE OF OCE.\� ANO CJAST>.L RESOURCE >IAHAGEMEHT 

tlloih•"fJIOn. D.C. �0135 

Coastal Resour ces Manageme n t  O f f ice 
O f f ice of the Governor 
Saipan ,�iana Islands 9 6 9 5 0  

De a r  � �Vfll'i·�; 
Thank you for your March 7 ,  l 9 8 6  letter providing t h e  necessary 
public notice documen t a t ion r equested in our letter of February 7 ,  
19 8 6 .  \'le revi ewed Public Law 3-47 and the rev i sed c eg u l a t ions 
(Commonwe a l t h  Register Vol .  7 No. 3) and concur wi t h  your f i nding 
that these changes cons t i tute routine program impleme n ta t ion . 
Ther efore , we approve the inco r po r 3 t i on of these changes i n to 
the Northern Ma r i ana Islands ' Coastal Management Prog r am ,  pursuant 
to 1 5  CFR 9 2 3 . 8 4 .  Fede r a l  consistency w i l l  apply �hen you publish 
notice of our approva l .  

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER VOLUME36 
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; 
. Peter L. Tweedt 
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APR 2 g !987 

Mr . Robert Rudolph 
Acting Adm i n i s t rator 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Nationill Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE 
OFfiCE OF OCEA� A�D COASTAL RESOURCE MArtAGEioiEHT 
Washing!...,, D.C. 20235 

Coastal Resources Management Off ice 
Office of the Governor 
Saipan , Mariana Islands 96950 

Dear Mr . Rudolph: 

Thank you for your March 2 7 ,  1987 letter provid ing the necessary 
public notice documentation requested in our letter of February 2 4 ,  
1987. We reviewed the new regulations conce rning jet s k is and 
changes to the exist i ng regulations o n  minor permit s ,  and concur 
with your f i nd i ng that these changes constitute routine p rogram 
implementat ion. Therefore, we approve the incorporation of these 
changes into the Northern Mariana Island s '  Coastal Management 
Program , pursuant to 1 5  CFR 923 . 8 4 .  Federal consistency will 
apply when you publish notice o f  our approval . 

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER 

Sincerely , 

c. Peter ::� f" Director 
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Jqaquin P .  Vill agomez 
Administrator 

UNITED STJ ···s DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceiin"ic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE 
OFFICE OF OCEAN At�D COASTAL RESOURCE MAf'IAGEMENT 

Wosh;ngton, D.C. 20235 

FEB 2 I 1991 

RECEIVED 0 5 MAR 1991 

Coastal Resources Management Office 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 
Office of the Governor 
Saipan, Mariana Isla(9j 9� 
Dear HJ:;..-V-i-H:agolll1!Z'f { � .I 

Thank you for your January 2 0 ,  1991 resubmittal of the request to 
incorporate changes to Public Law 7-3 and changes to the Coastal 
Resources Management Regulations (1987 and 1990) into the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana· Islands' Coastal Resources 
Management Program (CRMP) . We· found the publ ic notices to be 
adequate, although we encourage you to expand the list of Federal 
agencies for future program change requests. We now concur with 
your finding that the changes to the cru�p anq adoption of Public 
Law 7-3 constitute routine program implementation. We hereby 
approve their incorporation into the CRMP pursuant to 15 c . F . R .  
923 . 8 4 .  Federal consistency will apply t o  these changes when you 
publish notice of our approval . 

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER 

Sincerely, 

_____ __ §� �-� 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OP COMMERCE 
N•tlonil Oceanic 1nd Atmoapherio AdmJni$tration 
HA.TIOHAL OC!AH SUVlC! 
0, rice 0, OC!.lN AHO COAST AI. R(SOURCI IIIANAG!Mf�T 
Wo•hlngl.,, D.C. 20'35 

OEC I 8 1992 

Joaquin , Villagomez 
Administ ator 

coastal esouroes Management Office 
Ottioe o the Governor 
Saipan, �6950 

· 

Thank yo 
request 
the No 
The rev! 
majo� ai 
requirin 
clause t 

Villagomez: 

for the Coastal Resources Management November 16, 1992 
o �ake ohanqes through routine program implementation of 
ern Mariana .Island• coastal zone Management Proqram. 
ions include: changes to the submission requirements for 
ing applications; adding new eonditions to Saotion 8 

erosion control and drainage plans J and, adding a new · 

at documents lDUSt be submitted in English units. 
• 

After th rough analysis ot this submittal! we have conoluded that 
these Ch nges constitute routine prpgram mplementation and we 

approve aae changes pursuant to 15 CPR l 923 . 8 4 .  Federal 
consista cy will apply when the Commonwealth of Northern M�riana 
Islands ublishea notice ot our approval . 

sincerely, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE 
OFFICE OF OCEAN ANO COASTAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

DEC '18  1994 

Manuel c .  Sablan, Administrator 
Coastal Resources Management Office 

Office of the Governor, CNMI 
Saipan, Mariana I s lanQS 96950 

Dear Mr . Sablan: 

Thank you for you� November 2 1 ,  1 9 9 4  request to the Office 
of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management (OCRM) to modify the fee 
for extending a Coastal Resources Management Office ' s  (CRMO ) 

Major Permit Application. 

OCRM has reviewed this request and concurs with your finding 
that this change represents a routine program implementation. 
OCRM therefore approves the modification o f  the fee pursuant to 
1 5  CFR §923 . 8 4 .  

Please contact Matthew Arnn a t  ( 3 0 1 )  713-3121 i f  you have 
any further questions . 

Beno i t  
Director 
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; I Jam11 Sahi-::n •' . . � . . l":�li) l :s t.r r.. t;c;::-
�oas·t:�l Q a g -,;yra� M,ana�e-en � n f f i ce 
.jf:i�:.;-0f-t��-;���e.rn�r �· 2Nl·1 � � - - - ·-

S:aicl::.n, H,'irL: .. na Islands 9695') 

-�.1" '"'·-··.· • 

,...,..-.... UNITED s· 9 CEPARfMENT OF COMMERCE 
NPtion.ai'Oc . .-.1lc e.,d Atmospheric Admlnl•tretion 
NATlONA•- OCEI\N SERVICE 
OFFiCE OF' OC!:AN ANO COASTAL RESCUF<CE M.t.NA�EMENT 
S!!�oer spr:no, tl.a·yte�d 20�10 

FEB 2 !995 

ci�:<aj1 Nr . Sabl c. n :  

J Thank y1ot. for your ,Tan11ary 9 ,  1995 request t o  th� Off.i.ce of 
Oce�n and Co'asi:al Resource Management (OC.RM) to modi fy j et ski �eg'... lations for the Coastal Resources t-!anageme. nt Office {C'Rl-10i , 
�nd th-e subf;'e(r!.tent provision cr additional in forl:'.ation on the �haJl �� :,a•J2.a·! ·ar-�a oi�nd thQ C:RMO ' s  jar. ski ope:::-a tion permi tting 

I �eq 1r�r.1ents .  
. ' 

I I I "CT") )J. . 
: 

. . th . � i .. ) d 1 ... I 1 -v .. �'J r,as r·evH�'-:ea 1s request resu�Jln t .. a . an re_e V'!llh. 
irifqrnat i on .c.nd r.O\v co�1curs with your finding that this change 

II �<!prlesents a rO!..!tine program implementa t i o n .  OCRH therefore �pp,oves th� modification pursuant to 15 CFR §923 . 8 4 .  
I : 1 OCPJ1 i s  confid�nt that: our initial concerns over the 

I �u i �.abi l i ty :o f  Chalan �aulau to jet ski opgrations will be 
:nan aed in the l'e�mittina p:roce.ss and that the relocation of jet � I � $ �iJcperati�ns f:?m less suitable areas to Chalan wil l  even�ual l y  
� ns1e as indicated in your RPI package. 

� I Please �conract �atthew �rnn at ( 3 0 1 )  7 1 3-312� ext. 183 if )1ClJ h3ve f..ny f�.lrther questic:1s regarding this c;o!:'respondence. . ' 

Benoit: 

.� .. 

·----- �· 
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Manuel C .  Sablan, Director 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE 
OFFICE OF OCEAN AND COASTAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
Silver Spring. Maryland 20S 1 0 

MAY - 7  1900 

Coastal Resources Management Division 
Department of Lands and Natural Resources 
2nd Floor t-1orgen Building, San Jose 
Saipan, Mariana Is lands 96950 

Dear Mr. Sablan : 

Thank you for your March 28,  1996 request to the Office of Ocean 
and Coastal Resource Management to create in the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands a Coastal Hazards Area of Particular 
Concern . 

OCRM has reviewed this request and concurs with your finding that 
this change represents a routine program implementation. OCRM 
therefore approves the modification pursuant to 15 CFR §92 3 . 84 . 

We are hopeful that the designation w i l l  serve as a basis for 
future e:forts in hazards planning and encourage your 
participation i n  the OCRM Hazards Mitigation Workshop, scheduled 
for August 11-1� in Honolulu. 

Please contact Matthew Arnn at ( 3 0 1 )  71 3-3121 x l 8 3  i f  you have 
any questions . 
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Dr. John Joyner 
Director, Coastal Resources Management 
P.O. Box 10007, 2nd Floor, Morgen Building 
San Jose Saipan, MP 96950 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

N.AT IONAL OCEAN SERVICE 
OFFICE OF CCEAN liND COASTAL RESOURCE I.IANioG:MENT 
Silver Spring Mary'31\C <0910 

APR I 8 2006 

Conunonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 

Dear Dr. Joyner: 

Thank you for the Coastal Resource Management Office's D.ecember 12, 2005, request that 
changes to the Conunonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) Coastal Resources 
Management Rules and Regulations and Department of Environmental Quality regulations be 
incorporated into the CNMI Coastal Management Program (CMP). You requested that changes 
to the Coastal Resources Management Rules and Regulations and three sets of Division of 
Environmental Quality regulations described below be incorporated as routine program changes 
(RPCs), pursuant to Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) regulations at I 5 C.F.R. part 923, 
subpart H, and Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management (OCRM) Program Change 
Guidance (July 1996). OCRM received the request on December 12, 2005, and OCRM's 
decision deadline was extended until Apri1 18, 2006. 

Based on our review of your submission, we concur that the changes to the CNMI Coastal 
Resources Management Rules and Regulations and three sets of Division ofEnvironmental 
Quality regulations are RPCs, and we approve the incorporation of the changes as enforceable 
policies of the CNMl CMP. Federal Consistency will apply to the approved changes only after 
you publish notice of this approval pursuant to 1 5  C.F.R. § 923.84(b )( 4). Please include in the 
public notice the list of changes to enforceable policies provided in this letter, and please send a 
copy of the notice to OCRM. 

SECTIONS APPROVED 

Name/Description of State Law/Regulation/Policy 
Added or Removed from CMP (all sections are Date Adopted Date'E�tive 
added to CMP unless noted otherwise) State Legal Citation by State in State 

"Part 001 - General Provisions: Definitions" Subsections to 15- 10-020 12127/2002; 02123/2004 
02123/2004 

"Part 200 - CRM Permit Process: Application" Subsections to 15-10-205 12/27/2002; 02123/2004 
02/2312004 

"Part 200 - CRM Penn it Process: Decision on Subsections to 15-10-230 02/23/2004 02/23120o4 
CRM Application" 

"Part 300- Standards for CRM Permit L�uance: Subsections to 15-10-305 1212712002; 02123/2004 
General Criteria for all CRM Pennits" 02/23/2004 

"Part 300 - Standards for CRM Pennit I�ce: Subsections to 15-10-310 12/27/2002; 02123/2004 
Specific Criteria, Areas of Particular Concern" 02123/2004 ... �t.._,. 

� ... !lllir' 
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Name/Description of State Law/Regulation/Policy 
Added or Removed from CMP (all se<:rioos are Date Adopted Date Effective 
added to CMP unless noted otherwise) State Legal Citation by State in State 

"Part 500- Standards for Determining of a Major Subsections to 15-10-505 12127/2002; 02/23/2004 
Siting: Specific Criteria for Major Sitings" 02/23/2004 

"Part 600 - CRM Pennit Conditions: Mandatory Subsection to I 5-l 0-610 02123/2004 02123/2004 
Conditions" 

"Part 700 • CRM Pennit Amendment: Transfer of Section 15-10-705 02123/2004 02123/2004 
Interest" 
''Part 800- Enforcement ofCRM Pennits: Permit Subsection to 15-10-815 02123/2004 02123/2004 
Enforcement Notice" 

"Part 800- Enforcement ofCRM Permits: Subsection to 15-10-830 02/23/2004 02123/2004 
Remedies" 

''Part 1200 - CRM Public Records: Retentioo" Subsection to 15-10-1201 12127/2002 12127/2002 

"DEQ Well Drilling and Well Operations Subsections to Section 2 12117/2004 1211712004 
Regulations: Purpose'' 

''DEQ Well Drilling and Well Operations Subsections to Section 25 12/17/2004 1211712004 
Regulations: Groundwater Management Zones" 

"DEQ Wastewater Treatment and Disposal Rules Subsections to Section 3 11/27/2002 1 1/27/2002 
and Regulatioos: Definitions" 

"DEQ Wastewater Treatment and Disposal Rules Subsections to Section 20 11 /27/2002 1 1/27/2002 
and Regulations: Animal Waste Managernentn 

"DEQ Water Quality Standards: Classificatioo and Subsection to Section 6 09/24/2004 09/24/2004 
Establishment ofWater Use Areas'' 

"DEQ Water Quality Standards: Specific Water Subsections to Section 8 09124/2004 09/24/2004 
Quality Criteria" 

"DEQ Water Quality Standard:�: Mixing Zone in Subsection to Section 9 09/24/2004 09/24/2004 
Receiving WatJ:rs" 

PUBLIC AND FEDERAL AGENCY COMMENTS 

OCR.M: received no connnents on this RPC submission. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this review. Please contact John Parks at (808) 532-5563 if 
you have any questions. 

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER 

Sincerely, 

II fLtlil;t��; ��g. Olief / 
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Commonwealth of the Northern ?v!ariana 1 �lands 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Frank M. Rabauliman 
t\dminisceltot 

Bureau of Environmental and Coastal Quality 
l)a ui' ''l <Ji ( .<1.1 .. 1.11 H.t..�onn.."l·s \ bn:t��l·nn. nt 
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Public Notice 

Fnancxe A. Cattro 
Di11eonr 

Prom the COMMONWEALTH OF THE NOTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS COASTAL 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

of the CNMl'S DIVISION OF COASTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT 

DATE: September 15,2014 

NOTICE: Pursuant to Section 307(f) of the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA), 16 U.S.C. 
§ 1451-§ J 465, and the Program Change Guidance issued in July 1996 by the Office of Ocean and 
Coastal Resource Management (OCRM) of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands' (CNMI) Bureau 
of Environmental and Coastal Quality (BECQ) gives notice of incorporation into the CNMJ 
Coastal Management Program (CNMI CMP) of the current requirements of its water quality 
standards found in the Northern Mariana Islands Administrative Code (NMIAC), Chapter 65-
130. 

CZMA § 307(f) states that requirements established by a state or local government pursuant to 
the federal Clean Water Act "shall be incorporated" into any program developed pursuant to the 
CZMA. 

In 2006, CNMI's Water Quality Standards as administered by the Department of Environmental 
Quality were recognized as a part of the CNMI's CMP. 

The CNMI now gives notice to OCRM of the incorporation into the CNMI CMP of the current 
provisions of the Northern Mariana Islands Administrative Code (NMIAC), Chapter 65-130 

(Water Quality). 

ADDITIONAL INFO.R!'\iA TION: Additional information and related documents are available 
on the DCRM website at: http:i/cnn.!!ov.mQ. The water quality standards can be found in full at: 
hllp:i/www.cnmilaw.org/mediawiki- 1 .21 .2iindex.php?title=65- I 30 

If you have questions regarding this notice, please contact DCRM at 670-664-83 1 1 .  

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER VOLUME36 NUMBER 09 SEPTEMBER 28. 2014 PAGE 035611


