


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SECIION 31 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMONWEALm OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISl..ANDS 

Jose M. Sablan Buil ding, Chic Cent£r Susupe 
P. O. Box 300791 SaJpan, MP 96950 

Telephone: (670) 664-9001 (24 Soun) Facsimile: (670) 664-9019 

NMIAC § 150-40.1-820 is hereby repealed. 
§ 1 SG 4G.1 82G Unsafe Heating er Eleetrieal Equipment and StFtIotura l H .. aros 

(8) WheR the Chief deems BAy ehimRey,---smeJrestaeiE, stove, o¥err,---ifl6i.nefeter, 
fttma6e or other heating device, eleetrie fixture or any appurtenanee thereto. or 
anytHing reguiatefi HAder 8 R8tionwly reeegRizeEi st8tldard iR or lipon My 
ooilding, stAJGture, or premises flot speeifieally mentioned in Ihe Gode in this 
subchapter, to ee defeetive or liRSSfe so 85 to create 8 ha2'£lnl, the Chief is 
authori2etl to sef\'e upon the owner or the folersen having control efthe pF6perty a 
written Retise to repair or alter as neoessary and 51=1811 notify any other autheRty 
enf{lfeing redes regulating slich eetuiJ3ment. The Chief is authorized to affiK 8 
condemnation tag prohibiting the use thereef uAtil such ref)airs or alterations ere 
made. When affiKed, such tag shall only be r-emeved by the order of the Chief 
when lbe hazard to wmGh the onler pertains has been eliminated in an apJ3roved 
!fIeRRer. Until removed, tAM item or device whioh has eel:lsed the hftatfd shell not 
be l:lsed or be permitted to be useth 

ttl) When en appwent struGtl:lral hazard is oaused l3y the fal:llty installation, oJ3eration, 
or malfunction of any of the items or devioes listed in--this sul3seetion. the Chief 
shell immediately notify the l3uilding effiGial to investigate sueh ha:zard and eause 
,"oh h..aro te be abated a, required by the Building Cede. (U.F.G. seetieB 
103.4.1.2 Unsafe heating or eleotri68:1 equipment and structl:1ral haz:a.� 

SECTION 32 
NMIAC § 1 50-40.1-825 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
§ 1 50-40. 1-825 Compliance with Orders and Notices 

(a) Orders and notices issued or served as provided by the Fire Code Regulations 
oode in this sl:lbehaJ3ter shall be complied with by the owner, operator, occupant, 
or any other person responsible for the condition or violation to which the order or 
notice pertains. In eases of extreme danger to persons or preperty, immediate 
oomplianoe is required. 

(b) (fthe building or other premises is not owner oGelipied, under lease or otherwise, 
and the order or ooliGe requires additions or chaRges in !Q:the building or J3remises 
which would immediately beeome real estate and l3e the f)fOf)erty of the OWAer of 
the building premises, suoh orders or notices shalll3e oomplied with l3y the owner. 
(U.F.G. seotion 103.4.3.1 Compliance with orders &Rd notiees.) 

(0) EKoef.ltioa: 'Nhen the OWfler and the 06el:lp&nt have agfeed otherwise eetween 
themselves, ift whieh (Weftt the ocouf.laat shall 6Omply. 

"The Department of Public Safety is all equal opportunity provider alld employer" 
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SECTION 33 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMONWEALm OF THE NOR1H.ERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

Jose M Sablan Building, Civic Center Susupe 
P. O. Box SOO79I Saipan, MP 96950 

Telephone: (670) 664-9001 (24 Houn) Facsimile: (670) 664--9019 

NMIAC § 1 50-40. 1-830 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

§ 1 50-40. 1-830 Compliance with Tags 
(a) A building, premises, or any establishment shall not be used when a tag Qr notice 

of closure has been affixed to it in accordance with the Fire Code Regulations. m 
violation ohhe code iA tHis sliheAftf)ter as Hoted OR 8 tag effixed in aoooroaflGe 
with seetian 103.4.1. (V.F.G. seatian 103.4.3.2. Camplian.e with tag'.) 

(b) Permit applieants &Ad tke applieaflts' agents and employees shall carry out tfie 
proposed ami-lity in eomplienee with this Gade 8fld other laws or regulations 
applioable thereto, whether speeified OF flot, and in complete aeeord8Aee with 

approved plaRs BAd speein6atioRs. Permits whieh purport to S8f1ction a \'iolation 
of this code or a:ny a):lj3lioable law or regulation shall be void and a):lj3(o'/als of 
j3lBflS and sj3eeificatioAs in the issuBnGe of sl;.Ich permits shall likewise be 't'oid. 
(U.F.G. seelian 105.2.3. Gamplianee.) 

SECTION 34 
NMlAC § 1 50-40. 1 -840 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
§ 1 50-40 . 1-840 Authority to Inspect 

The Fire Prevention and Arson Investigation Unit shall inspect, as often as 
necessary, buildings and premises, including such other hazards or appliances 
designated by the Director of Fire Gflief for the purpose of ascertaining and 
causing to be corrected any conditions which would reasonably tend to cause fire 
or contribute to its spread, or any violation of the purpose or provisions of the Fire 
Code Regulations or the Fire Code Safety Act of 1998. code is this subehaj3ter 
and of any aliler la", ar standard affeating fire sarely. (U.F.G. seatian 103.3.1.1. 
Authority to isspeet.) 

SECTION 35 
NMlAC § 150-40. 1 -840 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

§ 1 50-40. 1-845 Right of Entry 
(a) Whenever necessary to make an inspection to enforce any of the provisions of the 

Fire Code Regulations or the Fire Code Safety Act of 1998 earle in this 
subeha):lter, or whenever the Director of Fire Gbief has reasonable cause to 
believe that there exists in any building or upon any premises any condition which 
makes such building or premises unsafe, the Director Of designated official is 
authorized to enter such building or premises at all reasonable times to inspect the 
same or to perform any duty authorized by this code, provided that if such 
building or premises is occupied, the Director or designated official shall first 
present proper credentials and demand entry� and if such building or premises is 
unoccupied, the Director or designated official shall first make a reasonable effort 

"The Department of Public Safety is an equal opportunity provider and employer" 
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMONWEALm OF1lIE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

Jose M. Sablan Building. Civic Center Susupe 
P. a BoJ: 500791 Saipan. MP 96950 

Telepbone; (670) 664-9001 (24 Hours) Facsimile: (670) 664-9019 

to locate the owner or other persons having charge or control of the building or 
premises and demand entry. If such entry is refused, the Director or designated 
official shall have recourse to every remedy provided by law to secure entry. 

(b) If  the owner or occupant denies entry, the Director or designated official is 
authorized to obtain a proper inspection warrant or other remedy provided by law 
to secure entry. Owners, occupants, or any other persons having charge, care, or 
control of any building or premises shall, after proper request is made as herein 
provided, promptly permit entry therein by the Director or designated official for 
the purpose of inspection and examination pursuant to the code in this subchapter. 

(0) Fertile purpose efseetien 103.3.1.2. (Right efEn,ry), the te .... "Chier' sllall 
iflolude the orner effieer ortke fire departmeRt serviRg thejurisdietioR and tke 
effi.e" named in seetien, 103.2.1.2. and 103.2.2.22. (U.F.C. se.tien 103.3.1.2 
Rigllt efentry.) 

SECTION 36 
NMIAC § 150-40.1-840 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

§ 150-40. 1-850 Service of Orders and Notices 
(a) Orders and notices authorized or required by the code in this subchapter shall be 

given or served upon the owner, operator, occupant, or other person responsible 
for the condition or violation either by verbal notification, personal service, or 
delivering the same to and leaving it with a person of suitable age and discretion 
upon the premises: or, if no such person is found on the premises, by affixing a 
copy thereof in a conspicuous place on the door to the entrance of said premises 
and by mailing a copy thereof to such person by registered or certified mail to the 
person's last known address. 

(b) Orders or notices that are given verbally shall be confirmed by service in writing 
as herein provided. (V.F.G. seetleR 103.4.2 Serviee oferders and netiees.) 

SECTION 37 
Subject to codification by the Law Revision Commission, a new section is hereby added 
to NMIAC § 1 50-40. 1 that reads as follows: 

The most up to date version of the International Fire Code. subject to the amendments 
provided in this section and the Fire Code Safety Act of 1998, is adOPled and made a Part 
of the Fire Code Regulations. 

SECTION 38 
All references to the Chief in NMIAC § 1 50-40.1 shall be replaced with the word 
"Director." 

"The DeJXlrtmel1l of Public Safely is an equal opportunity provider and employer " 
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SECTION 39 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMONWEALTH arm! NORTHERN MARIANA ISlANDS 

Jose M. Sablan Building. Civic Center Susupe 
P. O. BoJ: �I Sldpa.,. MP 96950 

TC'lcphone: (670) (164..9001 (24 Hours) Facsimile: (670) 664-9019 

All references to the Fire Division in NMIAC § 1 50-40. J shall be replaced with "Fire 
Prevention and Arson Investigation Unit," 

SECTION 40 
Subject to codification by the Law Revision Commission, a new section is hereby added 
to NMIAC § 150-40.1 that reads as follows: 

- Order of Closure 

(a) Whenever the Fire Prevention and Arson Investigation Unit finds any work. 

structure. or activity regulated by this code or by the Fire Code Safety Act of 1998 

in a manner contrary to the provisions of such code or the law, any design and 

installation document approved by the Director. Of any condition of a permit. Qf 
otherwise being performed in an unsafe manner. the Director Of a designated 

official may issue an order of closure. 

(b) An order of closure shall be in writing and shall be issued to the owner or other 
person occupying. using. authorizing. supervising. or engaging in work that is 
contrary to this code or the law. Upon issuance of an order of closure. the cited 
activity. work. building. structw=e. or premises. shall be closed to the public and 
will not be used for habitation. The order of closure shall state the reason for the 
order. and the conditions under which the order may be lifted. 

Cel Where an emergency exists. the official issuing an order of closure shall not be 
required to give written notice prior to issuing an order of closure. 

SECTION 41 
Subject to codification by the Law Revision Commission, a new section is hereby added 
to NMIAC § 150-40.1 that reads as follows: 

- Scope. 
This code governs: 

(8) The manufacturing. storage. handling. use. sale and transportation of hazardous 
materials. combustible materials. and devices that create fire hazards. 

(b) The design. installation. operation and maintenance of devices. equipment and 
systems designed to prevent. mitigate. control and extinguish fire. explosions or 
other life safety hazards. 

"The Deparfmettl oj Public Safety is an equal opportunity provider and employer" 
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMONWEALm OF mE NORl'IlERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

Jose M. Sablan Building, Civic Center Susupe 
P. O. &x 500791 Saipan, MP 96950 

Telephone: (670) 664-9001 (24 l:1oun) FaCllimilc: (670) 664-9019 

(el Emergency preparedness and planning. including the orderly evacuation of 
occupants of buildings. structures or premises in the event of fire. explosion. 
biological. chemical Of hazardous material incident Of release. natural disaster or 
other emergency. or the threat thereof. 

(d) The prevention. mitigation. and control of fire hazards. 

ee) The prevention, mitigation. and control of hazards to firefighters and emergency 
responders during emergency operations. 

(e) The operation and maintenance of any manual. automatic OT other fire alarm or 
fire extinguishing device. equipment Qr system, 

"The Departmenl of Public Safety is an equal opportullity provider and employer " 
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COMMONWEALTH OF HIE NOllTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

Eloy S. loos 
GO\'ernor 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 2014-07 

Jude U. Borschoeider 
lieutenant Governor 

SUU.IECT: DECLARATION OF A STATE OF SIGNIFICANT EMERGENCY 

AUTHORITY: L ELOY S. INOS, pursuanl lo the authority vested in me as Governor of 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariona Islands by Article I l l .  § 10 of the 
Commonwealth Constitution and PL 1 8-4. § 104 of the Homeland S�curilY and 
Emergency Management Act of 2013. do hereb) declare a St3te of Significant 
Emergency for the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands due to the imminent 
threat of the inability of the Commonwealth Utilities Corporation (" cue") 10 provide 
critical power generation. water. and wastewater services 10 the CNMI and considering 
the harm such condition would pose to the community. environment. and critical 
infrastructure ofth� Commonwealth of the Nonhern Mariana Islands. 

WHEREAS, CUC IS THE SOLE ELECTRICITY SUPPLIER to the Govommem of the 
C Ml. including all public safelY activities. the schools. and the only hospilal. cue also 
supplies electricity to most of the CNMJ"s businesses and homes. While some businesses 
and agencies own backup generators. they are not generally organized to use the backups 
as pennanent power sources and the diesel oil purchased to run these generators is 
substantially more expensive than that used for cue power. 

WHEREAS. WITHOUT CUC ELECTRICITY: 

( I )  Most CNMI economic activity would come to a halt. much refrigeraLion and 
air conditioning would end, and the airports and ports would be forced to rely 
on emergency genl.'ralion on the limited. expensive oil supply for it: 

(2) The CNr"ll"s health and safel) would immediately be at risl-.. becausc tfaffic 
signals and street lighting would cease to function: emergency. fire, police 
facilities and their communications systems. and the hospital and island 
clinics would have to rely on limited fuel supplies for emergency generation 
and then cease functioning: :md much refrigeration of food and medicines 
, .. auld end. as would air conditioning for (he elderly and sick: 

(3) The public schools and the Northern Marianas Col\eg< would close. Other 
educational institutions would close as their backup fuel supplies for 
emergency generalors '\ere exhulisted; and 
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(4) Water and sewage treatment \\ould soon end. One of cues largest electric 
customers is the combinoo cue \Vat�r and Wastewater Divisions. cue is the 
sole supplier of electricity for these systems. CUC's waler system relies on 
electricity to maintain the system pressure needed to prevent the back flow of 
pathogens. to chlorinate. and to pump. store. and distribute water supplies. 
CUC's wastewater system requires electricity to collect. pump. process. treat. 
and discharge sewage. The lack of electricity could result in sewage 
overflows. contaminating land and \\-aler. 

WHEREAS, THERE EXIST A FINANCIAL CRISIS: 

( I )  CUC is owed approximately $20 million by the public school system (" PSS") 
and the Commonwealth Healthcarc Corporntion ("CI'IC" ) and is owed over 
mill ions more by residential users: 

(2) Although the commonwealth economy has recently improved. the 
improvement is only marginal and the economy and the government's 
finances are still fragile. This govemmcnt strains to meet its obligations. 

(3) cue oflen only has days' worth of purchased diesel fuel to po\\cr its system 
because it lacks the funds to buy oil from its sole. cash-only supplier. CUC 
has no credit or other means to buy fuel than the rcvcnue it collccts from its 
customers: 

WHEREAS, THERE EXISTS A TECHNICAL IVORKER CRJSIS: 

( I )  CUC faces :l manpower crisis. Skilled workers and a responsive support 
system are key to the success of the o�ration. particularly for preventative 
maintenance. At present. CNMI law at 3 CMC §§ �53 1 and 4532 prohibits 
cue from hiring any more non-U.S. technical workers: 

(2) CUC bears 8 substantial obligation to deliver highly technical work on time to 
thc satisfaction of the U.S. District Court and the U.S. Environmental 
Protcction Agency ("EPA"). pursuant to two sets of consent, or "Stipulated 
Orders." Failure to meet the requirements of the federJI court orders could 
subjcCl cue and the CNMI to substantial fines and charges and, in the 
extreme. to a federal takeover of their finances: 

(3) cue requires employees with specialized training. There are many non·U.S. 
citizens whom cue needs to retain on technical and professional contracts. 
Without these positions filled. cue operations would be severely 
compromised: 

(4) The legislature. through P.L. 1 7- 1  (Mar. 22, 2010), has limited CUC's ability 
to hire tcchnical staff. eliminating prior statutory pcmlission to hire up to 
nineteen foreign workers and reinstituting a moratorium on the govemment's 
hiring of foreign nationals. even if needed for highly technical positions lor 
which no local or mainland citizens are available. TIle cue Act. as 
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subsequently reen.cled by P.L. 1 6- 1 7  (OCI. I ,  2008), provides Ihat cue shall 
hire such persons as are necessary for operations. C!xcep' as utherwise limited 
by other law. 4 CMe § 8123(h): 

(5) There are nOI enough U.S. citizen or U.S. resident technical specialists al cue 
to perform the power generation work. particularly specialists with experience 
in the Iype of engines that cue uses. U.S. citizens with the necessary skills 
are not readi ly available in the CNMI and it is costly to recruit from the 
United States. cue believes that the vast majority of skill sets. considering its 
cash restrictions, must come from non-U.S. personnel. cue has tried to hire 
diesel mechanics in the CNMI, but has been unsuccessful in finding enough 
qualified candidates: 

(6) The impact of an inadequate workforce is substantial. First. there would be a 
direct deterioration of service to existing customers. There would be 
brownouts or area blackouts with the above-mentioned loss of service. 
Second. the power plants would again degrade. producing more of these 
outages. Third. if cue fails lO meet federal court dead lines for the Stipulated 
Orders. the Court could appoint a federal receiver and its consulting team. 
with all expenses charged to cue customers. 

(7) cues renewal of contracts and hiring of foreign expert workers is necessary 
to sustain the integrity of CUC's systems. Thus. continued relief from the 
legislative prohibition on hiring foreign national workers is necessary to 
ensure the deliyel)' of uninterrupted power services to the people of tbe 
Commonwealth. The legislature is urged to address this matter by way of 
amending local law to allow cue to continue employing the services of 
foreign workers for such technical positions difficult to fill and to provide for 
a reasonable transition period. 

WHEREAS, BY THIS DECLARATION OF 1\ STATE OF SIGNIFICANT 
EMERGENCY, I intend to enable cue to continue to provide necessary services to the 
people of the Commonwealth. This Declaration is necessary to protect the health and 
safety of our children. our senior citizens. businesses. and all other CNMI residents and 
visitors. 

NOW, THEREFORE, 1 hereby iO\!oke my authority under Article III.  § 1 0  of the 
Commonwealth Constitution and PL 1 8-4 § I 04(c). to take all necessary measures to 
address the threats facing the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands including. 
but not limited to. the authority to: 

I .  Suspend all statutory or regulatory provisions as required: and 

2. Utilize all available resources of the Commonwealth government and its political 
subdivisions as reasonably necessary to respond to the emergency. 
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" is hereby ORDERED that: 

This Declaration of a State of Significant Emergency shall take effect immediately and 
all memoranda, directives. and other measures taken in accordance with this Declaration 
shall remain in effect for thirty (30) days from the dale of this Executive Order unless I, 
prior to the end of the thirty (30)-day period. terminate the declaration of a state of 
significant emergency. PL 1 8·4, § 1 04(g) 

Under authority of this Declaration and with the goal of mitigating or ameliorating the 
above described crises. I immediately direct the following: 

DIRECTIVE: Section 4531 of Title 3 of the Commonwealth Code is hereby suspended 
as to cue as follows: 

The following strike-out formatted language of the quoted provisions of the folJo\ving 
statute regulating government employment is. as indicated. suspended imlllcdime.ly: 

3 CMC §�53 1 .  Restrictions on Government Employment 
6m�loYAlem By ElepartFnenls, ageneies. ami ell other instrumentalities of 
the COIHlllollweahh gO�'ernffleRI is lil'l'IiteEi 10 eiti'l€ns and �eTA1tmeIH 
residcl1Isj j3rovided that the go"cFIlll1ent may enter into eontraets with 
foreign nationals fer sU','it!€s j3crrormcd outside of lhc CorllmonwcttllA. 

As a result of my suspension of 3 CMC § 453 1 .  CUC shall have the full power and 
authority to retain staff which may include employees other than citizens and permanent 
residents of the United States. 

The above described Directives arc in no way meant liS the limils of my actions or 
authority under this Declaration. Accordingly. [ reserve the right under this Declaration 
to issue any and all directives necessary to prevent. mitigate or ameliorate the adverse 
effects of the emergency. 

SIGNED ANh I'ROMULGATED on this 1 6th day of May 2014, 

Eloy S. Inos 
Governor 
Commonwealth of the Northem Mariana Islands 
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COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

[loy S. [nos 
Gov�rnor 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 201 4·08 

J de U. Hofschneider 
Lieutenant Governor 

SUBJECT: DECLARATION OF A STATE OF SIGNIFICANT EMERGENCY 

AUTHORITY: I. ELOY S. INOS. pursuant to the authority veSfd in me as Governor of 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands by A icle III. § 1 0  of the 
Commonwcahh ConstilUlion and PL 1 8·4. § 1 04 of the 1- meland Security and 
Emergency Management Act of 20 1 3 ,  do hereby declare State of Significant 
Emergenc)' for the Commonwealth of the Nonhem Mariana , s,a'rdS due to the imminent 
threat of the inability of the Commonwealth Utilities Corporali n ("'cue") 10 provide 
critical power generation. water. and wastewater services to the CNMI and considering 
the haml such condition would pose to the community. enjironmcnt, and critical 
infrastructure of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Isla ds. 

WHEREAS, CUC IS THE SOLE ELECTRICITY SUPPLIER t the Government of the 
CNMI. including all public safety activities. the schools. and the nly hospital. cue also 
supplies electricity to IllOst of the CNMJ"s businesses and homes.1While some businesses 
and agencies own backup generators. they are not genemlly organized to use the backups 
as pennanent power sources and the diesel oil purchased to run these generators IS 

substantially more expensive than that used for cue power. 

WHEREAS, WITHOUT CUC ELECTRICITY: 

( I )  Most CNMI economic activity would come to a halt. much refrigeration and 
air conditioning would end. and the airports and ports vould be forced to rely 
on emergency generation on the limited. expensive oil uppJy for it: 

(2) The CNMl"s health and salety wOllld immediately b� at risk becallse tranic 
signals and street lighting would cease to fl!nction: Fmergency, fire. police 
facilities and their communicmions systems, and the hospital and island 
clinics would have to rely on limited fuel supplies for emergency generation 
and then cease functioning: and much refrigeration bf food and medicines 
would end. as would air conditioning for the elderly an� sick: 

(3) The public schools and the Northern Marianas College would close. Other 
educational institutions would close as their backup fuel supplies for 
emergency generators were exhausted; and 
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(4) Water and sewage treatment would soon end. One 0 CUC's largest electric 
customers is the combined cue Water and Wastewat r Divisions. CUC is the 
sole supplier of electricity for these systems. CUC's water system relies 011 
electricity 10 maintain the system pressure needed to revent the back flow of 
pathogens, to chlorinate, and to pump, store, and di tribute Wafer supplies. 
cue s wastewater system requires electricity to colle· t. pllmp. process, treat. 
and discharge sewage. The lack of electricity c uld result in sewage 
overflows, contaminating land and water. 

WHEREAS, THERE EXISTS A FINANCIAL CRISIS: 

( I )  CUC is owed approximately 520 million by the publi school system ("PSS") 
and the Commonwealth Healthcare Corporation ("'Clle') and is owed over 
millions more by residential users: 

(2) Although the commonwealth economy has rerntlY improved, the 
improvement is only marginal and the economy nd the government's 
finances are still fragile. This government strains to m ct ils obligations. 

( 3 )  CUC often only has days' worth of purchased diesel I lei to po\\cr its system 
because it lacks the funds to buy oil from its sole, clsh.only supplier. cue 
has no credit or other means to buy fuel than the reV11nuc it collects from its 
customers: 

WHEREAS, THERE EXISTS A TECHNICAL WORKER CRlS S: 

( 1 )  cue faces a manpower crisis. Skilled workers and a responsive support 
system are key to the success of the operation. pnrti�ularly for preventative , 

maintenance. AI present CNMI law at 3 CMC §§ 4531 and 4532 prohibits 
euc from hiring any more non·U.S. technical workers; 

(2) CUC bears a substamial Obligation 10 deliver highly lethnical work on limc 10 
the satisfaction of the U.S. District Court and tlie U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency ("EPA'"), pursuant to two sets of bonsent. or " Stipulated 
Orders," Failure to meet the requirements of the fedkrul courl ordcrs could 
subject CUC and the CNMI to substantial fines ru{d charges and, in the 
extreme, to a federal takeover of their finances; 

(3) CUC requires employees with specialized training. There are mnny non·U.S. 
citizens whom cue needs to rctain on technical and professional contracts. 
Without these poSitions filled. eue operations would be severely 
compromised: 

(4) The legislature. through P.L. 1 7·1 (Mar. 22. 2010). has limited CUe's ability 
to hire technical stafT. eliminating prior statutory P9m1 i ssion to hire up to 
nineteen foreign workers and reinstituting a moraloriulll on the government's 
hiring of foreign nationals. even if needed for highlyltcchnical positions for 
which 110 local or mainland citizens are availabl!". Tht: cue Act, as 
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subsequcnlly reen.cled by P.L. 16- 17  (Oel. I .  2008). provides Ihal CUC shall 
hire such persons as are necessary for operations. exc�pl as OIl1erwise limited 
by orher law. 4 CMC § SI 23(h): l (5) There are not enough U.S. citizen or U.S. resident tech ical specialists at cue 
to perfonn the power generation work. particularly s�cialisls with experience 
in the type of engines that cue uses. U.S. citizens \ ilh the necessary skills 
are not readily available in lile CI MI and it is cO�lly to recruit from the 
United States. cue believes Lhat the vast majority of skill sets. considering ils 
cash restrictions. must come from non-U.S. personnelJ. cue has tried 10 hire 
diesel mechanics in the CNMI. but has been unsucce�sflll in finding enough 
qualified candidates: 

(6) The impact of an inadequate workforce is substantial. First. there would be a 
direct deterioration of service to existing euston ers. There would be 
brownouts or area blackouts with the above.ment�oned loss of service. 
Second. the power plants would again degrade. producing more of these 
outages. Third, ifCUC fails to meet federal coun deadlines for the Stipulated 
Orders. the Coun could appoint a federal receiver and its consulting team. 
with all expenses charged to cue cUStomers. 

(7) cues renewal of contracts and hiring of foreign expen workers is necessary 
to sustain tht: intcgrit) of cues systt:ms. Thus. cOlllinued relief from the 
legislative prohibition on hiring foreign national ,,!arkers is necessary to 
ensure the delivery of uninterrupted po\\cr services to the people of the 
Commonwealth. The legislature is urged to address this matter by way of 
amending local law to allow cue to continue emgloying the services of 
foreign workers for such technical positions difficult to fill and to provide for 
a reasonable transition period. 

WtIEREAS, BY THIS DECLARATION OF A STATq OF SIGNIFICANT 
EMERGENCY, I intend to enable CUC to continue to provide ntcessary services to the 
people of the Commonwealth. This Declaration is necessary tol prOlcct the health and 
safety of our chi ldren. our senior citizens. businesses. and all otHer CNMI residents and 
visitors. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I hereby invoke Illy aUlhoril) under Anicle III.  § 1 0  of the 
Commonwealth Constitution and PL 1 8·4 § 1 00(c). to take all necessary measures to 
address the threats facing the Commonwealth of the Nonhem Mariana Islands including. 
but not limited to. the authority to: 

1 .  Suspend all statutory or regulatory provisions as required; hnd 

2. Utilize all available resources of the Commonwealth government and its political 
subdivisions as reasonably necessary to respond to the emergency. 
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It is hereby ORDERED thaI: 

This Declaration of a State of Signi ficant Emergency shall take 
lefTecl immediately and 

nil memomnda. directives. and other measures taken in accordanTc with this Declaration 
shall remain in effect for thirty (30) days from the date of this E¥cculive Order unless I .  
prior to the end of the thirty (30)�dny period. terminate the declaration of a state of 
significant emergency. PL 18-4. § 104(g) I 
Under authority of this Declaration and with the goal of mitigat;ing or ameliorating the 
above described crises. I immediately direcl lhe following: 

DIRECfIVE: Section 4531 of Titlc 3 of the Commonwealth cJde is hereby suspended 
as to cue as follows: l 
The following strike·out formatled language of the quoted pro'1sions of the following 
statute regulating govemmcnt employment is. as indic3Icd. suspended immediately: 

3 CMC §-IS31. Restrictions on Covernment Employment 
fmploymeAl by departmeAts. egeneies. anti all olher insirumefllelilies of �:i=";::�' ,::::";�.:,�:t:; .. :=�::� =t=·:�: 
f&t:ei.gn Milano Is for sep .. iees performed outside or the COllllHollweallh. 

As a resulL of my suspension of 3 CMe § 453 1 ,  cue shall have the full power and 
authority to rctain stafT which may includc employees other than citizens and permanent 
residents of the United States. 

The above described Directives are in no way meanl as the limits of Ill) actions or 
authority under this Declaration. Accordingly, I reserve the righ, under this Declaration 
to issue any and all directives necessary to prevent. mitigate or allleJior:'lIe the adverse 
errects of the emergcrlt: y . 1\ 

c"" '�1::�'"" , �, 

" , .,,� '" 

ELOY S. INOS " 
Govemor 
Commonwealth of the Nonhem Mariana Islnnds 
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COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTItERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

Eloy S. Inos 
Governor 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 201 4-09 

Jude U. Hofschneider 
Lieutenant Governor 

SUBJECT: DECLARATION OF A STATE OF SIGNIFICANT EMERGENCY 

AUTHORITY: I, ELOY S. INOS, pursuant to the authority vested in me as Governor of 
the Commonwealth of the Nonhern Mariana Islands by Article [II .  § 10 of the 
Commonwealth Constitution and PL 1 8-4. § 104 of the Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management Act of 2013. do hereby declare 8 State of Significant 
Emergency for the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands due to the imminent 
threat of the inability of the Commonwealth Utilities Corporation (" CUe") to provide 
critical power generation. water. and wastewater services to the CNMI and considering 
the harm such condition would pose to the community. environment. and critical 
infrastructure of the Commonwealth of the Nonhern Mariana Islands. 

WHEREAS, CUC IS THE SOLE ELECTRICITY SUPPLIER to the Government of the 
CNMI, including all public safety activities. the schools. and the only hospital. CUC also 
supplies electricity to most of the CNMl"s businesses and homes. While some businesses 
and agencies own backup generators. they arc not generally organized to use the backups 
as pennanent power sources and the diesel oil purchased to run these gcncralOrs is 
substantially more expensive than that used for CUC power. 

WHEREAS, WITHOUT CUC ELECTRJCITY: 

( \ )  Most CNMI economic activity would come to a halt. much refrigeration and 
air conditioning would end. and the airpons and pons would be forced to rely 
on emergency generation on the limited. expensive oil supply for it: 

(2) The CNMl's health and safety would immediately be at risk because traffic 
signals and street lighting would cease to function: emergency. fire. police 
facilities and their communications systems. and the hospital and island 
clinics would have to rely on limited fuel supplies for emergency generation 
and then cease functioning: and much refrigeration of food and medicines 
would end. as would air conditioning for the elderly and sick: 

(3) The public schools and the Nonhem Marianas College would close. Other 
educational institutions \\ould close as their backup fuel supplies for 
emergency generators were exhausted: and 
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(4) Water and sewage trealment would soon end. One of cues largest electric 
customers is the combined cue Water and Wastewater Divisions. cue is  the 
sale supplier of electricity for these systems. CUe's water system relies on 
electricity m maintain the system pressure needed to prevent the back flow of 
pathogens. to chlorinate. and to pump, store. and distribute water supplies. 
CUC"s wastewater system requires electricity to colle<:t, pump. process. treat, 
and discharge sewage. The lack of electricity could result in sewage 
overflows, contaminating land and water. 

WHEREAS, THERE EXISTS A FINANCIAL CRJSIS: 

( I )  CUC is owed approximately S20 million by the public school system ("PSS'O) 
and the Commonwealth '-Iealthcare Corporation ("CI-IC') and is owed over 
millions more by residential users: 

(2) Although the commonwealth economy has recently improved, the 
improvement is only marginal and the economy and the government's 
finances are still fragile. This government strains to meet its obligations. 

(3) cue often only has days' worth of purchased diesel fuel to power its system 
because it lacks the funds to buy oil from its sole. cash·only supplier. CUC 
has no credit or other means to buy fuel than the revenue it collects from its 
customers; 

WHEREAS, THERE EXISTS A TECIINICAL WORKER CRISIS: 

( I )  cue faces a manpower crisis. Skilled workers and a responsive support 
system are key to the success of the operation. particularly for preventative 
maimcnance. At present. CNMI law at 3 CMC §§ 4531 and 4532 prohibits 
cue from hiring any more non· U.S. technical workers; 

(2) cue bears a substantial obligation to deliver highly technical work on time to 
the satisfaction of the U.S. District Court and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency ("·EPA""). pursuant to two sets of consent.. or ""Stipulated 
Orders." Failure to meet the requirements of the federal Court orders could 
subject eue and the CNMI to substantial fines and charges and. in the 
extreme, to a federal takeover of their finances; 

(3) cue requires employees with specialized training. There are many non·U.S. 
citizens whom cue needs to retain on technical and professional contracts. 
Without these positions filled. CUC operations would be severely 
compromised; 

(4) The legislature, through P.L. 17·1  (Mar. 22, 201 0), has limited CUC's ability 
to hire technical staff. eliminating prior statutory pennission to hire up to 
nineteen foreign workers and reinstituting a moratorium on the government" s 
hiring of foreign nationals_ even if needed for highly technical positions for 
which no local or mainland citizens are available. The eue Act. as 
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subsequently reenacted by P.L. 16-17 (Oct. 1 .  2008). provides that CUC shall 
hire such persons as are necessary for operations. except (IS otherwise limired 
by olher laH'. 4 CMC § 8 1 23(h): 

(5) There arc not enough U.S. citizen or U.S. resident technical specialists at cue 
to perfoml the power generation work, particularly specialists with experience 
in the type of engines thaI cue uscs. U.S. cit'izens with the necessary skills 
are 1101 readily available in Lhe CNMI and it is costly to recruit from the 
United tntes. cue believes that the vast majority of skill sets. considering its 
cash restrictions. must come from oon·U.5. personnel. cue has tried to hire 
diesel mechanics in the CNMI. but has been unsuccessful in finding enough 
qualified candidates: 

(6) The impact of an inadequate workforce is substantial. First. there would be a 
direct deterioration of service to existing customers. There would be 
brownouts or nrea blackouts with the above-mentioned loss of service. 
Second. the power plants \\ould again degrade. producing more of these 
outages. Third, if CUC fails to meet federal coun deadlines for the Stipulated 
Orders. the Coun could appoint a federal receiver and it's consuliing team. 
with all expenses charged to CUC customers. 

(7) cue s renewal of contracts and hiring of foreign expen workers is necessary 
to sustain the integrity of CUC's systems. Thus. cOlllinued relief from the 
legislative prohibition on hiring foreign national workers is necessary to 
ensure the delivery of uninterrupted power services to the people of the 
Commonwealth. The legislalure is urged to address this matter by way of 
amending local law to allow CUC to continue employing the services of 
foreign workers for such technical positions difficult to fill and to provide for 
a reasonable transition period. 

WHEREAS, BY THIS DECLARATION OF A STATE OF SIGNIFICANT 
EMERGENCY. I intend to enable cue to continue to provide necessnry services to the 
people of the Commonwealth. This Declaration is necessary to protect the health and 
safety of our children. our senior citiLcns. businesses. and all other CNMI residents and 
visitors. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I hereby invoke my authority under Anicle III. § 10  of the 
Commonwealth Constitution and PL 1 8-4 § 1 04(c). to take all necessary measures to 
address the threats facing the Commonwealth of the Nonhern Mariana Islands including. 
but not limited to. the aUlhority to: 

I .  Suspend all statutory or regulatory provisions as required: and 

2. Utilize all available resources of the Commonwealth government and its political 
subdivisions as reasonably necessary to respond to the emergency. 
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It is hereby OllDERED thut: 

This Declaration of a State of Significant Emergency shall take effect immediately and 
all memoranda. directives. and other measures taken in accordance with this Declaration 
shall remain in effect for thiny (30) days from the dale of this Executive Order unless !, 
prior to the end of the thirty (30)-day period. tenn inate the declaration of a state of 
significant emergency. PL 1 8-4. § 100(g) 

Under authority of this Declaration and with the goal of mitigating or ameliorating the 
above described crises, I immediately direct the following: 

DlRECTI VE: Section 4531 of Title 3 of the Commonwealth Code is hereby suspended 
as to cue as follows: 

The following strike-oOl formatted language of the quoted provisions of the following 
statute regulating government employment is. as indicated. suspended immediately: 

3 CMC §�531 .  Restrictions on Government Employment 
EI1lJ:llerlneFH er departn,\ents. ag-eneies. and all ether in5l:rllll'leAtalities ef 
the COl1llllenweahh government is iilniled IS eitii!!ens aRe:! f)erm6Rem 
resideRts: J3Fovided tRat IRe gsvemment IllAy eAteF iRts eSl1traets with 
rereigA IUttisl1als fer seF�'iees f'erf'emled slilside or the CSllunenYo'eallh. 

As a result of my suspension of 3 CMC § 453 1 .  cue shall have the full power and 
authority to retain staff which may include employees other than citizens and permanent 
residents of the United States. 

The above described Dir�ctives are in no way meant as the l imits of my actions or 
authority under this Declamtion. Accordingly. I reserve the right under this Dcclannion 
to issue any and all directives necessar) 10 prevent, mitigate or ameliorate the adverse 
effects of the emergency. 

I 

SIGNED AND I>�OMULGATED on this 16" day of July 2014. 

Eloy S. Inos " 
Governor 
Commonwealth of the Nonhern Mariana Islands 
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COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

Eloy S. Inos 
Governor 

I EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 2014-10 I 

Jude U. Hofschneider 
Lieutenant Govemor 

SUBJECT: DECLARATION OF STATE OF SIGNIFICANT E��ERGENCY 

I, ELOY S. INOS, pursuant to the authority vested in m� as Governor of the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands by Ankle III,  § 1 0  of the 
Commonwealth Constitution. hereby declare a State of igni ficant Emergency for the 
Commonwealth of the onhem Mariana Islands and order the iacliv81ion of the State 
Emergency Operations Plan throughout the Commonweahh. 

This emergency declaration is necessary for the Commonwealth Government to identify 
and mobilize available resources in response to the anticipated impact and potential 
damage as a result of Typhoon Halang. 

Duly executed this 7r o'Tt1day of July. 2014. 

::1 � \ � . INOS� 

Caller Box 10007 Saipan, MP 96950 Telephone: (670) 237·2200 (2300 Facs imile: (670) 664·221 1123 1 1  I 
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COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

Eloy S. Inos 
Governor 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 2014·11 

Jude U. Hofschneider 
Lieutenant Governor 

SUBJECT: DECLARATION OF A STATE OF SIGNIFICANT EMERGENCY 

AUTHORITY: I, ELOY S. TNOS, pursuant to the authority vested in me as Governor of 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands by Article III,  § 1 0  of the 
Commonwealth Constitution and PL 1 8A. § 104 of the Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management Act of 2013, do hereby declare a State of Significant 
Emergency for the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands due to the imminent 
threat of the inability of the Commonwealth Utilities Corporation ("'CUe" ) to provide 
critical power generation. water. and wastewater services to the CNMJ and considering 
the harm such condition would pose to the community. environment. and critical 
infrastructure of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

WHEREAS, CUC IS THE SOLE ELECTRICITY SUPPLIER to the Government of the 
CNM1, including all public safety activities. the schools. and the only hospital. CUC also 
supplies electricity to most of the CNMl"s businesses and homes. While some businesses 
nnd agencies own backup generators. they are not generally organized to use the backups 
as pennanent power sources and the diesel oil purchased to run these generators is 
substantially more expensive than that used for cue power. 

WHEREAS, WITHOUT CUC ELECTRICITY: 

( 1 )  Most CNMI economic activity would come to a halt. much refrigeration and 
air conditioning would end. and the airports and pons would be forced to rely 
on emergency generation on the limited. expensive oil supply for it; 

(2) The CNMl's health and safety would immediately be at risk because traffic 
signals and street lighting would cease to function; emergency, fire, police 
facilities and their communications systems. and the hospital and island 
clinics would have to rely on limited fuel supplies for emergency generation 
and then cease functioning: and much refrigeration of food and medicines 
would end. as would air conditioning for the elderly and sick; 

(3) The public schools and the Nonhern Marianas College would close. Other 
educational institulions \vould close as lheir backup fuel supplies for 
emergency generators were exhausted; and 
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(4) Watcr and scwage treatment would soon end. One of euC's largest electric 
customers is the combined cue Water and Wastewater Divisions. cue is the 
sale supplier of electricity for these systems. cue's water system relies on 
electricity to maintain the system pressure needed to prevent the back flow of 
pathogens. to chlorinate, and to pump. store. and distribute wflIer supplies. 
CUe's wastewater system requires electricity to collect, pump. process, treat. 
and discharge sewage. The lack of electricity could result in sewage 
overflows. contaminating land and w::ner. 

WHEREAS, THERE EXISTS A FINANCIAL CRISIS: 

( I )  eue is owed over $20 million by the public school system ("PSS" ) and the 
Commonwealth Healthcarc Corpormion ("CHC') and is owed ovcr millions 
more by residcntial users: 

(2) Although the commonwcalth economy has recently improved. thc 
improvement is only marginal and the economy and the govt:rnmel1t's 
finances arc still fragile. This government strains to meet its obligations. 

(3) cue often only has days' worth of purchascd diesel fuel 10 power its syslem 
because it lacks the funds to buy oil from its sole. cash-only supplier. eue 
has no credit or other means to buy fuel than the revenue it collects from its 
customers: 

WHEREAS, THERE EXISTS A TECHNICAL WORKER CRISIS: 

( l )  CUC faces a manpower crisis. Skilled workers and a responsive support 
system arc key to the success of the operation, particularly for preventative 
maintenance. At present. CNMI law ai 3 CMC §§ 4531 and 4532 prohibits 
cue from hiring any more non-U.S. technical workers; 

(2) cue bears a substantial oblig8lion to deliver highly technical work on time to 
the satisfaction of the U.S. District Court and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency ("EPA"). pursuant to two sets of consent. or " Stipulated 
Orders." Failure to meet the requirements of the federal court orders could 
subject CUC and the C MI to substantial fines and charges and. in the 
extreme. to a federal takeover of their finances: 

(3) euc requires employees ..... itb specialized training. There 3rl,; many non-U.S. 
citizens whom cue needs to retain on technical and professional contracts. 
Without these positions filled, cue operations would be severely 
compromised; 

(4) The legislature, through P.L. 17-1  (Mar. 22. 201 0), has limited CUC's ability 
to hire technical staff. eliminating prior statutory permission to hire up to 
nineteen foreign workers and reinstituting a moratorium on the government's 
hiring of foreign nationals. even if needed for highly technical positions for 
which no local or mainland citizens are available. The cue Act, as 
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-

subsequently reenacted by P.L. 1 6- 1 7  (Oct. I .  2008). provides that CUC shall 
hire such persons as are necessary for operations, except (IS OIhenll;se limited 
by other law. 4 CMC § S 1 23(h): 

(5) There arc not enough U.S. citizen or U.S. resident technical specialists at cue 
to perform the power generation work. panicularly specialists with experience 
in the type of engines that cue uses. U.S. citizens with the necessary skills 
are not readily available in the CNMI and it is costly to recruit from the 
United States. cue believes that the vast majorit), of skill sets. considering its 
cash restrictions, must come from non-U.S. personnel. cue has tried to hire 
diesel mechanics in the CNMI. but has been unsuccessful in finding enough 
qualified candidates: 

(6) The impact of an inadequate workforce is substantial. First, there would be a 
direct deterioration of service to existing customers. There would be 
brownouts or arca blackouts with the above·mcntioned loss of service. 
Second. the power plants would again degrade. producing more of these 
outages. Third. if eue fails to meet federal court deadlines for the Stipulated 
Orders. the Court could appoint a federal receiver and its consulting team, 
with all expenses charged to CUC customers. 

(7) cue's renewal of contracts and hiring of foreign cxpen workers is necessary 
to sustain the integrity of CUe's systems. Thus, continued relief from the 
legislative prohibition on hiring foreign n3lional workers is necessary to 
ensure the delivery of uninterrupted power services to the people of the 
Commonwealth. The legislature is urged to address this matler by way of 
amending local law to allow CUC to continue employing the services of 
foreign workers for such technical positions difficult to fill and to provide for 
a reasonable transition period. 

WHEREAS, BY Ti l lS DECLARATION OF A STATE OF SIGNIFICANT 

EMERGENCY. I intend to enable cue \0 continue to provide necessary services to the 
people of the Commonwealth. This Declaration is necessary to protect the health and 
safety of our children, our senior citizens. businesses. and all other CNMI residents and 
visitors. 

NOW, THEREFORE. I hereby invoke m)' aUlhorit), under Articlc III .  § 1 0  of the 
Commonwealth Constitution and I'l 1 8·4 § 100(c). to take all necessary measures to 
address the threats facing the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands including. 
but not limited to, the authority to: 

I .  Suspend aU statutory or regulatory provisions as required: and 

2. Utilize all available resources of the Commonwealth gowrnmc:nl and its political 
subdivisions as reasonably necessary to respond to the emergency. 
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It is hereby ORDERED that: 

This Declaration of a State of Significant Emergency shall take effect immediately and 
all memoranda. directives, Wld other measures taken in accordance with this Declaration 
shall remain in effect for thiny (30) days from the date of this Executive Order unless I. 
prior to the end of the thiny (30)-day period. tenninate the declaration of a state of 
significant emergency. PL 1 8-4. § 1 04(g) 

Under authority of this Declaration and with the goal of mitigating or ameliorating the 
above described crises. I immediately direct the following: 

DIRECTIVE: Section 4531 of Title 3 of the Commonwealth Code is hereby suspended 
as to cue as follows: 

The following strike-out fonnnued Innguage of the quoted provisions of the following 
statute regulating government employment is. as indicated. suspended immediately: 

3 CMC §453 I .  Restrictions on Government Employment 
gmpie)'menl by departFAenls. egefleies, end all ether lnslrUlllefltalil'ies ef 
the Cemmonweahh geVefRmeAI is lilllilea la eili2eAs BRd pefl'Renenl 
resideAls; pra\'ided lhal Ihe geveAlI'ReRI l'Ray enter illle eonlraelS witA 
fereign llelisHals fer serviees perfen'Red eutside sf the CellllHsAweahh. 

As u result of my suspension of 3 CMC § 453 1 .  CUC shall have the full power and 
authority to retain staff which may include employees other than citizens and permanent 
residents of the United States. 

The above described Directives are in no way meant as the limits of my actions or 
authority under this Declaration. Accordingly. I reserve the right under this Declaration 
to issue any and all directives nccessary to prevent. mitigate or ameliorate the adverse 
eiTecls of the emergency. �D �\OMULGATED on this 

\==='= � � Eloy S. Inos 
Governor 

IS �a)' of August 2014. 

Commonwcalth of the Nonhern Mariana Islands 
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