










































































































































































COMMONWEALTII OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

DIRECTIVE 
DATE: 
No. 

TO: All Department and Activity Heads 

FROM: Governor 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
Capitol Hill 
Saipan, MP 96950 

September 20, 2002 
220 

SUBJ.: Control of Sources of Non-point Pollution In The Commonwealth Of The Northern 
Mariana Islands Coastal Zone; To Adopt Mandatory Management Measures 

Article J, Section 9, of our Constitution provides that each person has the right to a clean and 
healthful public environment Article 14, Section 9, of our Constitution provides that the marine resources 
in waters off the coast of the Commonwealth over which the Commonwealth has jurisdiction shall be 
manag� controlled, protected and preserved for the benefit of the people. The Commonwealth of the 
Northem Mariana Island's lan� water, and living resources have been placed under the control of the 
CNMI to be administered for the benefit of all the- Commonwealth's community, establishing the People's 
right to safely enjoy such land, water and living resources through a wide range of recognized public uses. 

The Commonwealth Environmental Protection Act, Public Law 3-23, as amended, and codified at 
Title 2, Section 3 1 1 1(a) of the Commonwealth Code, states it is the policy of the Commonwealth to 
affirmatively protect the right of each person to a clean and healthful public environment, to maintain 
optimal levels of air, land, and water quality in order to protect and preserve the public health and general 
welfare, to establish and enforce environmental standards to protect and preserve the marine resources of 
the Commonwealth, and to preserve, protect, and improve the aesthetic quality of land, water, and natural 
resources of the Commonwealth in order to promote the beauty of the Commonwealth for the enjoyment 
of its residents and visitors. 

Pursuant to the Federal Clean Water Act of 1972, the Commonwealth Environmental Protection 
Act, and Title 1,  Section 2601,  et seq., of the Commonwealth Code the Division of Environmental Quality 
classified the Commonwealth' s  water bodies according to designated uses and established water quality 
criteria and standards for the coastal waters� fresh waters, ground waters and wetlands to protect these 
resources from said uses. 

The Coastal Resources Management Act of 1983, Public Law 3-47, as amended, and codified at 
Title 2, Section 1 5 1 1  of the Commonwealth Code states it is the policy of the Commonwealth to require 
compliance with all local water quality laws and regulations and any applicable federal water quality 
standards; to plan for and manage any use or activity with the potential for causing a direct and significant 
impact on coastal resources; to mitigate, to the extent practicable, adverse environmental impacts, 
including those on aquifers, beaches, estuaries and other coastal resources resulting from any use or 
activity; to encourage land use master planning, floodplain management, and the development of zoning 
and building code legislation; to require any development to strictly comply with erosion, sedimentation, 
and related land and water use districting guidelines, as well as other related land and water use policies 
for such areas; to maintain or improve coastal water quality through control of erosion, sedimentation, 

runoff, siltation, sewage and other discharges; and to not permit, to the extent practicable, development 
with the potential for causing significant adverse impact in fragile areas such as critical wildlife habitats, 
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beaches, designated and potential pristine marine and terrestrial communities, and designated and 
potential mangrove stands and other wetlands. 

Pursuant to the Federal Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 and the Commonwealth' s  Coastal 
Resources Management Act of 1983, the coastal resources policy of the Commonwealth was adopted and 
the Coastal Resources Management Office was established and empowered to coordinate the planning and 
implementation of the coastal resources management policies and to provide for coordination and 
decisions on whether federal activities affecting the coastal resources of the Commonwealth are consistent 
with the coastal resources policies and regulations. 

It is the Coastal Resources Management policy under Title 2� Section 1 5 1 1 to have all 
depaabnents� agencies, offices, and instrumentalities of the Commonwealth government incorporate these 
policies into their programs and to conduct their activities in a manner consistent with these policies. Tide 
2, Section 1 5 12 provides that the Coastal Resources Management Office has the power, function, and 
duty to coordinate the planning and implementation of the coastal resources management policies by the 
Commonwealth government and to review and monitor Commonwealth government activities for their 
consistency with the coastal resources management policies. 

Despite achievements obtained in the control of water pollution generated by point sources, water 
quality data logged by the Division of Environmental Quality and other state and federal agencies show 
that the degradation of certain bodies of water has an impact on some of their designated uses. This 
condition motivates us to pay more attention to non point source pollution related to the following 
categories of land use or activities: urban development, agriculture, marina develot>ment and operation, 
recreational boating, and wetland and riparian degradation. 

To address the problems of coastal water pollution on a national level, generated by the above­
mentioned non point source categories, in 1990, the Federal Government approved Section 6217 of the 
Reauthorization Amendments to the Coastal Zone Act of 1990, Federal Law No. 101-508, which requires 
that states and territories with coastal management programs approved by the U.S. Department of 
Commerce� as in the case of The Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, implement nonpoint 
source pollution control programs or fimds for Coastal Zone and Nonpoint Source Pollution Programs will 
be progressively withheld. 

The Coastal Resources Management Office and The Division of Environmental Quality entered 
into a policy agreement endorsing the goals of the above-mentioned Federal program and agreed to the 
development of a state plan involving existing state programs, and incorporating the mandatory 
management measures contained in the guidelines promulgated by the Federal Environmental Protection 
Agency, pursuant to Section 62 17 (g) of the above-mentioned Federal Law No. 101-508. To comply with 
this policy agreement, the following provisions shall become effective pursuant to the tenns set forth 
below: 

Section 1 .  In the discharge of the Commonwealth government's duty to the Northern 
Mariana Islands community, facing the conditions that threaten our terrestrial, aquatic, and living 
resources, it is our obligation ,  as trustee of said resources, to take additional measures to 
protect and preserve them for the enjoyment of our present and future generations. 
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Section 2. In consonance with the above, it is the public policy of the Commonwealth's 
government to develop and implement, in collaboration and coordination with related Federal 
agencies and programs, an approved Plan for the Control of Sources of Nonpoint Pollution in 
The Commonwealth of The Northern Mariana Islands' Coastal Zone, within the framework of 
and the use of existing state programs, by adopting locally appropriate, enforceable policies and 
management measures to address conditions such that the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands will have a fully approved plan utilizing the guidelines promulgated by the 
Federal Environmental Protection Agency in the Guidance Specifying Management Measures 
for Sources of Nonpoint Pollution in Coastal Waters. 

Section 3. The Coastal Resources Management Office. under the Office of the 
Governor of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, shaD include in its programs, 
enforceable pof'lCies and mechanisms to implement management measures for the control and 
reduction of non-point source poUutants entering coastal waters, surface waters. ground water, 
lakes. and streams in the land use/activities categories that have been oond"ationally approved 
consisting of Marina Siting and Design for new and expanding facilities, Marina Operation and 
Maintenance. Watershed Protection, and Existing Development, to insure the implementation of 
locally appropriate management measures in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands that are consistent with the guidelines promulgated by the Federal Environmental 
Protection Agency in the Guidance Specifying Management Measures for Sources of Nonpoint 
Pollution in Coastal WatefS. 

The Office of Coastal Resources Management and The Division of Environmental Quality 
shall create an interagency Committee that is designated to fonnulate and identify Critical 
Coastal Areas in the CNMI that need additional measures to protect against C\Jrrent and 
anticipated nonpoint source pollution problems. The Committee will develop a process to 
identify. implement, evaluate, and, as necessary, revise additional management measures to 
mitigate problems that may occur in these identified areas of concern. The Committee will 
designate Saipan Lagoon as the first Critical Coastal Area. 

Section 4. The Division of Environmental Quality, under the Office of the Governor of 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, shall include in its programs, enforceable 
policies and mechanisms to implement management measures for the control and reduction of 
non-point source pollutants entering coastal waters, surface waters, ground water, lakes, and 
streams in the land use/activities categories that have been conditionally approved consisting of 
Construction Site Chemical Control, Watershed Protection and Existing Development, 
Agriculture with regard to Animal Waste Control and Nutrient Management, and the Inspections 
of On Site Disposal Systems to insure the implementation of locally appropriate management 
measures in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands that are consistent with the 
guidelines promulgated by the Federal Environmental Protection in the Guidance Specifying 
Management Measures for Sources of Nonpoint Pollution in Coastal Waters. 

The Division of E nvironmental Quality and the Bureau of Environmental Health, under the 
Department of Public Health, shall execute a Memorandum of Understanding to implement the 
On-site Disposal System Compliance Inspection Program of July 2002 (attached) and to 
formulate a septic system tracking system that will insure all On-Site Disposal Systems in the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands are permitted, are operating properly, and are 
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properly maintained in order to reduce the threat of contamination of the ground water, surface 
waters, streams, or coastal waters. 

Section 5. The agencies which are members of the Committee shall make aU efforts 
within their means to strengthen linkages with each other, and with pertinent Federal agencies 
and programs, to improve the effectiveness of the state and municipal efforts to manage land 
use activities which degrade coastal waters and habitats. 

u
S::;� �e shall become effective as of the date 01 my 

tt.::.UfA , 
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