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PUBLIC NOTICE 
PROPOSED RESTATEMENT AND ADOPTION OF COMPREHENSIVE 

IMMIGRATION REGULATIONS 

The Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Office of the Attorney General notifies the 
general public of the proposed restatement and adoption of a comprehensive set of Immigration 
Regulations. In light of the Commonwealth's evolving immigration laws and practices, and the 
need to keep accompanying regulations consistent with such changes, the Attorney General 
hereby proposes to restate the existing immigration regulations in their entirety, updated and 
amended for consistency, upon proper adoption, after the requisite period for public comment 
and with such changes as may be appropriate. 

It is the intent of the Oflice of Attorney General to adopt the comprehensive Immigration 
Regulations as permanent, pursuant to 1 CMC $ 9104(a)(l) and (2). This publication of the 
proposed comprehensive Immigration Regulations in the Commonwealth Register provides 
notice and opportunity for comment. If necessary, a public hearing will be provided. All 
interested persons may submit written comments on the proposed amendments to Pamela Brown, 
Attorney General, Office of the Attorney General, Second Floor, Juan A. Sablan Memorial Bldg, 
Capitol Hill, Saipan MP 969 to (670) 664-2349, during the thirty-day period 
immediately following publi 

Submitted by: /e/ l~/b 
PAMELA BROWN Date 
Attorney General 

\ 

Received by: /+'& u 
MOMAS A. TEBUTEB Date 
Special Assistant for Administration 

I 
Pursuant to 1 CMC $21 53, as amended by Public Law 10-50, the rules and regulations attached 
hereto have been reviewed and approved as to form and legal sufficiency by the CNMI Attorney 
General's Office. 

Attorney General 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
PROPOSED RESTATEMENT AND ADOPTION OF COMPREHENSIVE 

IMMIGRATION REGULATIONS 

The following comprehensive Immigration Regulations are proposed in accordance with the 
Administrative Procedure Act, 1 CMC $ 9 10 1, et seq. The Office of the Attorney General is 
proposing to amend the Immigration Rules and Regulations that were initially adopted as 
permanent in Commonwealth Register, Vol. 7, No. 5, May 20, 1985, as subsequently amended, 
and to restate and republish the Immigration Regulations in their entirety, upon proper adoption. 

Citation of 
Statutory Authority: 

Short Statement of 
Goals and Objectives: 

Brief Summary of 
Proposed Amendments: 

For Further 
Information Contact: 

The Office of Attorney General is authorized to promulgate 
regulations governing the movement of aliens into and away from 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas Islands pursuant to 
Executive Order 03-01 and 3 CMC $43 12(d). 

The proposed amendments to, and comprehensive restatement of, 
the Immigration Regulations will bring the regulatory code into 
compliance with existing law, policy and practice, and will provide 
a single source of reference for government and private 
practitioners. 

The proposed amendments to the comprehensive Immigration 
Regulations are promulgated to: 

(1) Amend Sections 703(C), (D), (E), (G), and (L), Section 
804(C)(l), and Section 1401, to provide a consistent 
numbering scheme throughout the regulations. 

(2) Remove or amend outdated terms and references. 

(3) Remove or amend outdated provisions to comply with 
existing policy or practice. 

(4) Correct typos and grammatical errors. 

(5) Amend Section 703(L)(1) to clarify that all companies 
organizing travel from locations which require a VEP 
must be duly licensed and conducting business in the 
Commonwealth, whether registered as a travel agent or 
otherwise. 

Eric S. OYMalley, Assistant Attorney General, Office of the 
Attorney General, telephone (670) 664-2366 or facsimile (670) 
234-7016. 
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Citation of Related 
and/or Affected Statutes, 
Rules and Regulations, 
and Orders: The proposed amendments affect the Immigration Regulations. 

Dated this of December 2004. 

Attorney General 
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NOTISIAN PUPBLIKU 

MAN MAPROPONE I REGULASION IMMIGRASION NI MATALUN 
MASMGAN YAN ADOPTA POT PARA HU KOMPRENDIYON 

I Ofisinan i Abugao Henertt gi Commonwealth I Sankattan Siha Na Islas Marianas, ha notififika 
i pupbliku heneriit pot i Man Mapropone Na Regulasion Imrnigrasion Ni Matalun Masingan yan 
Ma'adopta Pot Para Hu Komprendiyon. Sigun gi tinilaikan i lai Imigrasion ni man mapraktitika, 
nisisiuio na hu inakompapania ni regulasion gi parehu na tinilaika. I Abughdo Henerit ha 
propone na hu rnamanifesta talo' i Regulasion Imrnigrasion interamente, kabiles ya hu 
ma'arnenda pot para hu konsiste yan i propio na inadoptasion despues de ginagagao na tiempo ni 
para hu mana guaha opinion pupbliku. 

I intension-niha i Ofisinan Abugao Henerit i pot para hu adopta i komprendiyon yan petmanente 
na Regulasion Immigrasion sigun gi 1 CMC Seksiona 9 104 (a)(l) yan (2). I maproponen este i 
Komprendiyon na Regulasion Immigrasion gi Rehistran i Commonwealth, mapupblika pot para 
hu guaha notisia yan opottunidit pupbliku pot para hu fan nahalom opinion, ya siempre hu mana 
guaha huntan pupbliku yanggen nisisikio. Todu i man enteresao na petsona siiia masatmiti i 
matuge' na opinion pot i mapropone na amendasion guatto gi as Pamela Brown i AbugAdo 
Heneriit gi Ofisinan i Abugao Henedt, gi segundo bibienda gi Juan A. Sablan Memorial Bldg. 
giya Capitol Hill, Saipan MP, 96950 osino Fax guatto gi (670) 664-2349, gi halom trenta (30) 
diha siha na tiempo despues de mapupblikan este i mapropone na amendasion siha. 

Masatmiti as: 
PAMELA BROWN 
Abuggdo Henergt 

 OMA AS A. TEBUTEB 
Espesiht Na Ayudhte Para i Atministrasion 

Pinelo7 yan 
Rinikot as: 

Fecha 

f 4+/0 .B 
Fecha 
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Sigun i lai 1 CMC Seksiona 2 153, ni ina'amenda ni Lai Pupbliku 10-50, i areklamento yan 
regulasion siha ni man che'che'ton guine esta man ma'ina yan ma'aprueba i fotrna kumo 
sufisiente na ligit ginen i Ofisinan i Abugao Henerit i CNMI. 

Mafecha este gi mina na ha'he gi Disembre, 2004. 

PAMELA BROWN 
AbugMo Henerit 
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NOTISIAN PUPBLIKU 

MAN MAPROPONE I REGULASION IMMIGRASION NI MATALUN 
M A S ~ G A N  YAN ADOPTA POT PARA HU KOMPRENDIYON 

I sigente siha na Regulasion lmmigrasion ni man komprendiyon mapropone pot hu fan konsiste 
ni Akton i Areklamenton i Atministrasion lai 1 CMC Seksiona 91 01, et. seq. I Ofisinan i 
AbugAdo Henerit mapropone na hu amenda i Areklamento yan Regulasion Immigrasion ni man 
ma7adopta petmanente gi Rehistran i Commonwealth, gi Baluma 7, Numiru 5, gi Miyo 20, 1985, 
ni ma'amenda mh,  ni para hu matalun masingan yan matalun pupblika i Regulasion 
Immigrasion siha enterarnente gi propio na inadoptasion. 

Man Amok na 
Aturidit i Lai: Sigun i Otden i Eksekatibu 03-0 1 yan 3 CMC Seksiona 43 12 (d) ha aturisa 

i Ofisinan i Abugao Henedt na hu fan establesi regulasion siha ni 
ginibebetna i kinalamten i taotao hiyong gi bandan humilom yan humhao 
gi Commonwealth I Sankattan Siha Na Islas Marianas. 

Kadada Na 
Surneria pot i 
Mapropone na 
Amendasion Siha: I mapropone na amendasion pot para hu Komprendiyon Na Regulasion 

Irnmigrasion siha man ma7establesi para: 

(1) Amenda Seksiona 703 (C),@),(E),(G) yan (L), Seksiona 804 (C) (1) 
yan Seksiona 1401, pot para hu probeniyi lamaolek na plbun man numiru 
gi enteru i regulasion siha. 

(2) Hu fan malaknos pat amenda i hagas na palabra siha yan matiriat 
infotmasion(references). 

(3) Hu fan malaknos pat amenda i hagas na prubension pot para hu 
konsiste ni eksisiste na areklamento yan prinaktika siha. 

(4) Makurihi i man lache7 na tinaip yan gramatika siha. 
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(5) Ma7amenda Seksiona 703 (L) (1) pot para hu klarifika na todu i 
kompania siha ni plumiplhu para hu fan karera gi lugit siha ni manisisita 
i lisensian humilom para i bisita na debidi hu fan malisensia ya hu 
makondukta bisnis gi Commonwealth, maseha ma'enlista na pumasesehu. 

Para M& 
Infotmasion Agan: Si Eric S. O'Malley, Ayudhten i Abugido Hener&t, Ofisinan i Abugao 

Henerit, numirun tilifon (670)664-2366 pat facsimile (670) 234-701 6. 

Amok i Man Achule 
yardpat Inafekta Na 
Lai, Areklarnento, 
Regulasion yan Otden 
Siha: I mapropone na amendasion ha afekta i Regulasion Immigrasion Siha. 

Mafecha este gi mina na ha75ne gi Disembre, 2004. 

Masatmiti as: 

Pamela Brown 
Abugido Henerit 
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ARONGORONGOL TOULAP 
POMWOL A S S E F ~ I L  ME FILLOOL ALONGAL ALLEG- IMMIGRATION 

Commonwealth TC61 Faluwasch Marianas, Bwulasiyool S6w Bwungiil AllCgh Lapalap e 
arongaar aramas toulap reel pomwol ff&r seffil me fill66y alongal allCghd Tmmimtion kkaal. 
S h g i  bw&iwowul eghfis me eghfis, ffCCnil allCghfil Commonwealth me mw6ghutu1, me rebwe 
aschuuw alongal allkgh kka e welepakk bwelle reel ssiwel kkaal, S6w Bwungiil Alltgh Lapalap 
ekke pomwoli bwe ebwe ffCQ seffil alongal allCgh kka ighila, mil ffCCtA me fi1166y bwelle ebwe 
ghol, ngare schagh aa fil bwe ebwe fill66y, mwiril schagh yaal isisiwow aghiyeghiir toulap 
bwelle reel lliwel kkaal igha ebwe mmwelil allCghel6. 

Aghiyeghil Bwulasiyool S6w Bwungiil AllCgh Lapalap bwe ebwe fill66y alongal allkghfd 
Immigration igha ebwe schCCschC61, bwelle reel 1 CMC talil 9104(a) me (2). Arongol pomwol 
alongal allkghfd Immimation kkaal 1161 Commonwealth RegJster e ayoora akkatel me bwhgil 
mhgemhg. NgAre e welepakk, arongorong nge rebwe ayoora. Sch66kka eyoor mhngemkgiir 
reel pomwol yeel nge emmwel rebwe ischilong reel Pamela Brown, S6w Bwungtil AllCgh 
Lapalap, Bwulasiyool S6w Bwungiil AllCgh Lapalap, aruwowal pw6, Juan A. Sablan Memorial 
Bldg, Capitol Hill, Seip6l MP 96950 me n g h  fax reel (670) 664-2349,btol eliigh (30) M i l  
mwiril yaal arongowow pomwol lliwel kkaal. 

Isaliyallow: 
PAMELA BROWN 
S6w Bwungiil AllCgh Lapalap 

Mwir sangi: 

S6w Alillisil S6w Lemelem 

Aisis me ammwel: 
B E ~ A D I T A  B. D%LA CRUZ 
coborate Register 

S h g i  6utol 1CMC talil 21 53, iye aa lliwel mereel AllCghfd Toulap 10-50, allCgh kkaal ikka ee 
appasch nge raa takkal amweri fischiy me al~ghtihighf~l6 mereel CNMI. Bwulasiyool S6w 
Bwungiil AllCgh Lapalap. 

Rfillil ye 1161 Tumwur (December) 2004. 

PAMELA BROWN 
S6w Bwungiil AllCgh 
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ARONGOL TOULAP 
POMWOL A S S E F ~ I L  ME FILLOOL ALONGAL ALLEG- IMMIGRATIONS 

KKAAL 

Tail alongal alldghirl Immimtion kkaal ikka raa pomwoli bwelle reel Administrative Act, 
lCMC tiilil9101, et seq. Bwulasiyool S6w Bwungiil AllCgh Lalapalap ekke pomwoli bwe ebwe 
sssiweli AllCghlil Immimtion kkaal ikka raa fasirl fill66y bwe ebwe allCghel6 me1161 
Commonwealth Register, Vol. 7, No. 5, Ghuuw 20, 1985, iye ebwe s6bweey yaal ssiweli, me 
rebwe assefili me akatC sefd alongal allCghirl Immigration, n g k  schagh aa ghatch rebwe fill66y 

AkkateCl pomwol lliwel: 

Bwulasiyool S6w Bwun@ AllCgh Lapalap nge ebwe mweiti ngdi 
akkatkC1 allCgh kkaal ye ebwe lemelem mw6ghutul aramasal 
lGghi3, toolongol me shgi  Commonwealth TCCl Faluwasch 
Marianas &gi AkkalCCyal s6w Lemelem 03-01 me 3 CMC tali1 
43 12(d). 

Pomwol lliwel kkaal ngdi me alongal milikka ebwe assefd reel, 
A11Cghd Irnmimation igha ebwe toolong allCghd & 1161 eew 
schagh kkapasal reel Gobenno me mw6ghutul private kkaal. 

Pomwol lliwel kkaal ngali alongal alleghul Immimtion kkaal ikka 
ebwe akkatCCwow reel: 

(1) Ssiweli Tdil kka 703 (C), (D), (E), (G), me Q, Tdil 
804 (C) (I), me Tali1 1401, igha e schungi feffeer ng6w 1161 
allegh kkaal. 

(2) atoowowu me nghre ssiweli fasd mw6gutul me 
kkapasal. 

(3) atoowowu me ngare ssiweli fasd allkgh kkaal igha 
ebwe tabweey allCgh me mw6ghut kkaal. 

(4) Awela typos me grammatical errors. 

(5) Ssiweli Tail 706 (L) (1) Igha ebwe &ata bwe alongal 
mwiischil mwoghutul kkompinia me tafal igha ebwe y8y8 
ngili VEP nge ebwe lisensia me ayoora business me1161 
Commonwealth, e weewe schagh bwe e registered bwe 
traveled agent me nghre ifa leil. 
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Reel amataf faingi:: Eric S. 07Malleyy Sow alillisil S6w Bwungid AllCgh Lalapalap, 
Bwulasiyool Sow Bwungul Allegh Lapalap, tilifoon (670) 664- 
2366 me nghre facsimile (670) 234-7016. 

AkkatCCl akkhhw allCgh: Pomwol lliwel kkaal iye e aweiresi all6ghtil Irnmiaation. 

Rdlil ye 1161 Tumwur (December) 2004. 

Isaliyallong : 

PAMELA BROWN 
S6w Bwungid AllCgh Lapalap 
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COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN ISLANDS 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAGIMMIGRATION DIVISION 

[PROPOSED AMENDED AND RESTATED] IMMIGRATION REGULATIONS' 

I. GENERAL 

Section 101. Pumose. These regulations shall replace those rules and regulations repealed by Section 29 
of Public Law No. 3-105. 

Section 102. Definitions. The words and phrases used in these regulations have the meanings ascribed to 
them in Section 3 of Public Law No. 3-105. As used herein, "inspector" shall include registrars, examiners, 
inspectors, and all officers of the Immigration Office. 

11. APPOINTMENTS 

Section 201. Immigration Officer. The Immigration Officer shall be appointed by a letter of appointment 
signed by the Attorney General delivered to the Immigration Officer and the Governor. 

Section 202. Inspector. 

A. Inspectors shall perform all the duties of the Office of Immigration under Public Law Nos. 1-8 and 
3-105. 

B. Inspectors shall be appointed by memoranda of the Immigration Officer with the written 
concurrence of the Attorney General. To become effective, the appointments must be followed by 
the execution of an oath of office. 

Section 203. Examiner. 

A. Examiners shall provide further examination of persons excluded at the borders by an inspector. 
An examiner shall have the powers and duties described in Sections 14-16 of Public Law 3-105 
specifically and those of an inspector generally. 

B. Examiners shall be designated by memoranda of the Immigration Officer with notice to the 
Attorney General. Appointment to the position of examiner does not entitle the examiner to an 
increase in compensation and shall not be considered as a promotion or demotion. There shall be 
one examiner on duty with an inspector at each port of entry when clearing vessels. 

Section 204. ~ e ~ i s t r a r . ~  

A. Registrars shall register aliens in accordance with Section 24 of Public Law No. 3-105 and the 
regulations issued thereunder. 

B. Registrars shall be inspectors designated as registrars by the Immigration Officer with notice to 
the Attorney General. Appointment to the position of registrar does not entitle the registrar to an 
increase in compensation and shall not be considered as a promotion or demotion. 

1 Comprehensive Regulations proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 7, No. 5, May 20, 1985, at page 3623 
to 3645, adopted with amendments Commonwealth Register Vol. 7, No. 7, July 22, 1985, at page 3774 to 
3795. 
2 Amendment proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 8, No. 6, September 15, 1986, at page 4576 to 4579, 
adopted Commonwealth Register Vol. 8, No. 7, October 22, 1986, at page 4687 to 4688. 
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C. There shall at all times be at least two registrars in the island of Saipan and one registrar each in 
Rota and Tinian. 

111. COURSE OF INSPECTORS 

Section 301. Personnel Service System Rules and Regulations. The Personnel Service System Rules and 
Regulations, as finally adopted by the Civil Service Commission, shall apply to all inspectors. All 
amendments thereafter shall apply. In particular, the Code of Ethics, Part V(D), applies to every inspector. 
The Immigration Officer shall cause a copy of the Code of Ethics to be delivered to every inspector. 

Section 302. Dress. No inspector shall report to duty unless dressed in full uniform. Full uniform consists 
of black shoes, dark socks, dark blue pants, black leather belt, light blue shirt, name tags and badge. Those 
items issued by the government cannot be substituted. In cold weather, the government-issued dark blue 
jackets shall be worn. 

A. Clothing shall be clean and ironed. Shoes shall be shined. The inspector must be clean-shaven 
and neat. 

Section 303. Punctuality. 

A. An inspector shall arrive at his assigned station on time for his shifts in uniform and prepared to 
work. Failure to do so may result in suspension or termination. This is particularly important at 
the ports of entry where the commercial activities of the Commonwealth depend upon 
Immigration to promptly clear vessels and aircraft. 

B. If an inspector is unable to arrive on time or is unable to show up to work, he shall immediately 
notify his supervisor in advance. If his supervisor is unavailable, he shall notify the Deputy 
Director or the Immigration Officer. Failure to do so may result in suspension or termination. 

Section 304. Chain of Command. 

A. Requests or grievances shall be brought within the chain of command in order to provide for an 
orderly, non-partisan resolution of problems within the Oflice. An employee shall not pursue a 
grievance with a higher rank supervisory official until he has done so with a lesser rank official. 

B. The one exception to the rule is that informal grievances may be brought to the Personnel Officer 
in order to seek advice. 

IV. REGISTRATION 

Section 401. Purpose. These regulations shall provide for a system of annual registration as required by 
Section 24 of Public Law No. 3-105. 

Section 402. Definitions. The words and phrases used in these regulations have the meanings ascribed to 
them in Section 3 of Public Law No. 3-105, except as may be set forth pursuant to administrative or 
executive order. I 

I 

Section 403. Registration. 

A. Any alien who intends to remain in the Commonwealth for more than ninety (90) days shall 
register with the Office of Immigration within ninety (90) days of their arrival, except as set forth 
pursuant to these regulations. 

Amendment proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 16, No. 7, July 15, 1994, at page 12234 to 12236, 
adopted Commonwealth Register Vol. 18, No. 7, July 15, 1996, at page 14206 to 14208. 
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B. Any alien who is issued a renewal of his or her employment or business permit shall register 
within ten (10) business days after the issuance of the renewal. 

C. Parents and legal guardians of alien children and wards are responsible for the registration of such 
children and wards that are under the age of 2 1. 

D. An employer shall ensure that any alien in his or her employ has registered in accordance with 
these regulations. An employer's responsibility under this section is in addition to and does not 
diminish the responsibility of an alien. 

Section 404. Registered Alien Sticker. 

A. Aliens who file the required documents, pay the required fee, and who are legally present in the 
Commonwealth shall receive a Registered Alien Sticker. 

B. The Registered Alien Sticker shall be affixed on the reverse side of the immigration entry permit 
card. 

Section 405. Repistration Fee. No Registered Alien Sticker shall be issued until the alien has paid a 
twenty-five dollar ($25.00) application processing fee to the Treasurer of the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana ~slands.~ 

Section 406. Application. 

The alien must complete an Alien Registration Application and sign it under penalty of perjury before a 
Registrar. 

Section 407. Examination. 

Upon registration, the alien must appear before a registrar in the Office of Immigration. 

Section 408. Not Evidence of Legal Status. 

The purpose of the Alien Registration Sticker is to provide evidence that the alien has complied with the 
alien registration requirements. The issuance of an Alien Registration Card is not an adjudicatory act 
determining the legality of an alien's status. 

Section 409. Immination Processing. The Immigration Officer shall cause the information received to be 
recorded on computer. In addition, a current file system shall be established with a file for each alien 
containing, at the minimum, the application forms and a photograph of the alien. 

V. PORT OF ENTRY 

Section 50 1. Pwose.  The Attorney General shall designate Ports of Entry for arriving aliens under 
Section 26 of Public Law No. 301-5. 

Section 502. Saipan and Northern Islands. There are hereby designated only two ports of entry for the 
island of Saipan and those islands of the Commonwealth north of Saipan: 

A. Saipan International Airport (at Aslito Field) for all carriers, 

Amendment proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 16, No. 7, July 15, 1994, at page 12234 to 12236, 
adopted Commonwealth Register Vol. 18, No. 7, July 15, 1996, at page 14206 to 14208. 
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B. Charlie Dock (Tanapag Harbor, Saipan) for ocean carriers. 

Section 503. Tinian. There are hereby designated two ports of entry for the islands of Tinian and Aguigan: 

A. North Field Airport, Tinian for air carriers, 

B. Tinian Harbor for ocean carriers. 

Section 504. Rota. There are hereby designated three ports of entry for the island of Rota: 

A. Rota International Airport for all carriers, 

B. West Dock (Sasanlago Harbor), 

C. East Dock (Sasanhaya Harbor). 

Section 505. Exclusive Ports of Entry. The ports of entry designated in Sections 502,503 and 504 are 
exclusive. Any person who unlawfully enters or attempts to enter the CNMI or any alien who enters or 
attempts to enter the CNMI at a place other than these ports of entry is guilty of a crime under Section 25(a) 
of Public Law No. 3-105. In addition, any carrier, master, commanding officer, purser, person in charge, 
agent, owner or consignee of any vessel or aircraft who knowingly brings or attempts to bring or aid, abet 
or assist in bringing any person into the Commonwealth at other than these ports of entry may be punished 
by a civil penalty of not more than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) for each occurrence. 

VI. VESSEL AND AIRCRAFT ENTRY 

Section 60 1. Permission to Enter 

A. Permission to Enter. No vessel or aircraft, unless military, shall enter the CNMI without first 
having received permission from the Immigration Officer. A vessel or aircraft master or pilot may 
file an Application For Vessel Or Aircraft To Enter The Northern Mariana Islands. Request for 
permission to enter shall contain the following information: 

1. Vessels: 

a. Name of vessel, 

b. Place of registry and registration number, 

c. Name, nationality and address of operator, 

d. Radio call sign, 

e. Length, breadth and depth of vessel, 

f. Gross tonnage, 

g. Last port of call, 

h. Date of last entry, 

1. Purpose of entry, 

j. Approximate duration of stay, 

k. Port of next destination, 
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1. Name and address of agent, 

m. Estimated time of arrival. 

2. Aircraft: 

a. Type and serial number of aircraft, 

b. Name, nationality and address of senior pilot, 

c. Name, nationality and address of owner, 

d. Plan of flight route, 

e. Landing weight, 

f. Date of last entry, 

g. Port of next destination, 

h. Name and address of agent, 

I. Purpose of entry, 

j. Estimated time of arrival. 

B. Aircraft may obtain multiple entry permission upon submission of the type and serial number of 
the aircraft, the name, nationality and address of the owner, the purpose of entry, the name, 
address and phone number of the agent, and roster of all flight staff. This multiple entry 
permission shall remain in effect for one (1) year and is specifically conditioned on the local agent 
providing at least seven (7) days in advance to the Immigration Officer an estimated passenger 
forecast and the port of last call for the aircraft. 

C. Non-commercial pleasure vessels or aircraft may arrive at the ports of entry without prior 
permission to enter if: 

1. They immediately notify the port authority of their entry and their lack of permission to 
enter fiom the Immigration Officer, 

2. The total number of crew and passengers is less than ten (10) persons, 

3. The master or pilot immediately reports to port authority to request Immigration 
clearance, 

4. The master or pilot fills out the form entitled "Application for Vessel Or Aircraft To 
Enter The Northern Marianas," and 

5 .  No member of the crew leaves the vessel or aircraft until directed to do so by an 
Immigration Inspector. 

Section 602. Emergencv Entrv. Upon request, the Immigration Officer may authorize the emergency 
entry of a vessel or aircraft to CNMI port of entry in the event of distress, weather, mechanical, or medical 
emergency. Post-entry authorization may be granted where circumstances do not permit pre-entry 
authorization. No vessel or aircraft which has entered the CNMI port by reason of an emergency shall be 
permitted to depart the CNMI until a written report of the emergency incident, bearing the subscription of 
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the master of such vessel or senior pilot of such aircraft, is filed with and evaluated by the Immigration 
Officer with the concurrence of the Attorney General. If the emergency is not verified by such report, the 
entry shall be considered as being unlawful. The period of stay authorized by an emergency entry shall be 
limited to the length of time until the emergency circumstances have been resolved. The owners, agents, 
crew, passenger and master of any such vessel or aircraft shall be liable for the costs of inspectors 
providing services at hours other than working hours in accordance with Section 605. 

Section 603. List of Crew and Passengers. The master or pilot of every vessel or aircraft arriving in the 
CNMI port outside the CNMI shall h i s h  a list of the crew and passengers aboard before the 
commencement of inspection. 

Section 604. Departure of Vessel or Aircraft. The privilege of a vessel or aircraft to enter the CNMI may 
be revoked or suspended at any time by the Immigration Officer. Grounds for revocation or suspension 
include violation of any section of these Regulations or violations of Section 22 of Public Law No. 3-105. 
An aircraft or vessel's privilege to enter shall be suspended if the aircraft or vessel abandons any of its crew 
in the CNMI. The period of suspension shall be at the discretion of the Immigration Officer. 

Section 605. Comvensation for Services Rendered. 

A. All air and sea carriers and other persons whose operations require the service of Immigration 
officers of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands at other than established working 
hours shall pay the overtime costs for such officers providing said services. 

1. "Other than established working hours" include work performed in excess of eight (8) 
hours on a weekday or forty (40) hours a week and the twenty-four (24) hour period for 
Saturday and the twenty-four (24) hour period for Sunday. The rate of compensation for 
overtime or for employees required to work during other than established working hours 
is one and one-half (1 %) times the employee's basic pay. An employee required to work 
on a legal holiday shall be compensated at two (2) times the base salary rate. Overtime 
pay shall include overtime compensation as well as applicable employer contributions for 
retirement and Medicare. 

2. There shall be a minimum charge of two (2) hours overtime for each arrival requiring the 
services of Immigration officers. An employee who is required to work overtime of less 
than two (2) hours is credited with a minimum of two (2) hours overtime work. Any 
fiaction of an hour in excess of the two (2) hour minimum shall be compensated at the 
full hour rate. Compensation for services shall commence thirty (30) minutes prior to the 
scheduled arrival time of a carrier. It shall terminate thirty (30) minutes after the officer's 
services are terminated at the post of duty. 

3. Sea carriers, individuals, non-scheduled aircraft, and others for which overtime services 
can be specifically assigned shall be charged for the actual overtime incurred by the 
Immigration officer(s) providing such services. 

4. Said overtime charges and holiday charges shall be waived when services are rendered to 
a carrier operating under emergency conditions or for emergency purposes. 

5. For scheduled and extra section flights to Saipan, Tinian, or Rota, Immigration services 
provided during overtime hours shall be presumed to be performed for two or more 
airlines during one continuous tour of overtime duty. The total charge for these services 
shall be prorated to the aircraft arriving between 4:00 p.m. to 6:30 a.m. weekdays, and the 
twenty-four (24) hour period of a Saturday, Sunday or holiday. The total charge shall be 
assessed pursuant to Customs Service Regulation Section 1302.22(e)(l). 

5 Emergency amendments proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 14, No. 10, October 15, 1992, at page 
9761 to 9768, adopted Commonwealth Register Vol. 15, No. 2, February 15, 1993, at page 10472 to 10477 
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6. For purposes of this application, overtime charges of the Immigration Division will be 
included and billed using a standard rate that also includes the overtime charges of the 
Customs and Quarantine Division and assessed pursuant to Customs Service Regulation 
Section 1302.22(e)(l). 

7. At the end of the fiscal year, the Director of Finance will compute actual costs in 
accordance with the percentage allocation formula set forth in Customs Service 
Regulation Section 1302.22(e)(l). 

B. Non-performance of Requested Service. If employees have reported to work in order to provide 
requested overtime services, but services are not performed by reason of circumstances beyond the 
control of the employees concerned, compensation shall be in accordance with paragraph (1) of 
this section. 

C. Notice of Rate Change. The Director of the Department of Finance pursuant to the authority 
granted the Director under 4 CMC $2553, may change the rate and basis for allocation used for 
billing overtime services upon ninety (90) days public notice. 

D. Interest Charge. Interest charge of fifteen percent (15%) per m u m  shall be imposed on all 
unpaid charges required by this part. 

Section 606. Clearance During Journey. 

A. Clearance services may be provided during the journey of a vessel or aircraft upon request. 

B. The charges shall be according to Section 605 .~  

C. All necessary transportation shall be furnished by the master, owner or agent. The master, owner, 
or agent shall provide to the inspector [a] per diem at the prevailing government rate or adequate 
hotel accommodations if the vessel departure is delayed and the inspector is required to wait for 
more than three (3) hours between 10:OO p.m. and 5:00 a.m. or for more than six (6) hours 
between 6:00 a.m. and 10:OO p.m. for the departure. 

D. During the voyage, accommodations provided [to] passengers must be provided to the inspector 

E. The master, owner or agent shall assume responsibility for necessary medical expenses incurred 
while away ffom the primary duty station in order to provide clearance during a journey. 

Section 607. Billing. 

A. Charges shall be billed monthly. 

B. Late payment shall be charged at fifteen percent (1 5%) per m u m .  

C. All bills not paid within ninety (90) days shall be reported to the Attorney General for civil suit 
and to revoke a carrier's entry privilege. 

VII. ENTRY PERMIT 

Section 701. Requirement. An alien may enter the CNMI only upon evidence of a valid entry permit 
(either a Visitor Entry Permit or an Authorization For Entry) granted in advance of his arrival at the port of 
entry. 

Section 702. Exceptions by Waiver. Section 701 is waived for: 

6 Conforming amendment adopted Commonwealth Register Vol. 15, No. 2, February 15, 1993, at page 
10478. 
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A. Aliens traveling for purposes of tourism or business who are exempt pursuant to Section 703(B). 

B. Employees of the CNMI government and their immediate relatives exempt pursuant to Section 
705. 

Section 703. Visitor Entrv ~ e r m i t . ~  

A. Applicability. A Visitor Entry Permit is required for entry by aliens who are seeking to enter the 
CNMI for tourism or business purposes. The term "tourism purposes" is defined as traveling for 
pleasure or recreation by an alien who has a residence in a foreign country which he has no 
intention of abandoning and who is visiting the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 
temporarily for business, pleasure or recreation. Such visitors shall not include those visiting the 
Commonwealth for purposes of work, or for other purposes requiring an Authorization For Entry. 

B. Visitor Entry Permit Exemptions. The following aliens do not require a Visitor Entry Permit in 
order to enter the CNMI: 

1. Any alien with a valid United States entry visa which is valid for at least 60 days from the 
date of entry into the CNMI provided that the United States visa permits re-entry back 
into the United States after entry and departure from the CNMI. 

2. Any alien who is a national or citizen of a country that is permitted to enter the United 
States under the United States visa waiver program. 

3. Any alien who is a citizen, national, permanent resident, or holds a status as a temporary 
resident authorized to work in and unconditionally reenter a country that appears on the 
Commonwealth Visitor Entry Permit Exempt Countries List, which shall be issued from 
time to time by the Attorney General, and made available to members of the public at 
their reasonable request. 

4. United States residents who present evidence of a valid, un-expired form 1-55 1 issued by 
U.S. Customs and Immigration Service (USCIS). The following shall be acceptable as 
providing evidence of such status: 

a. Form 1-55 1 - Permanent Resident Card 

b. Form 1-55 1 - Alien Registration Receipt Card 

c. A Lawhl Permanent Resident may present a valid un-expired passport 
containing a valid un-expired temporary residence stamp. (Processed for 1-55 1 
Temporary Evidence of Lawful Admission) 

C. Carrier Responsibility 

1. The carrier at the point of embarkation shall not board an alien seeking to travel to the 
CNMI for tourism or business purposes unless: (1) the individual presents a valid, un- 
expired Visitor Entry Permit; or (2) the individual satisfies one of the exempt categories 
set forth in Immigration Regulation 703(B) above. 

Emergency amendments proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 24, No. 6, June 17,2002, at page 19246 
to 19255, re-proposed with amendments Commonwealth Register Vol. 25, No. 6, July 15,2003, at page 
20649 to 20676, adopted Commonwealth Register Vol. 25, No. 10, November 17,2003, at page 21469; 
amendments proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 26, No. 3, March 23,2004, at page 221 10 to 22120 
and 22120A to 22120H (emergency supplement), adopted with amendment Commonwealth Register Vol. 
26, No. 4, April 23,2004, at page 22482. 
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2. For all flights or cruises originating fiom a port outside the authority of United States 
immigration, carriers shall provide to the Division of Immigration an electronic manifest 
listing the names and nationalities of all passengers prior to arrival in the Commonwealth. 

D. Persons Not Permitted to Enter. 

1. No alien may enter the CNMI by exiting their country of citizenship or point of origin 
with a Visitor Entry Permit as described under these regulations and then entering the 
CNMI with an Authorization for Entry or work entry permit issued under Section 706(K) 
of these regulations. 

2. No alien is entitled to a Visitor Entry Permit by right. Citizens of countries not exempt 
from the Visitor Entry Permit requirement pursuant to Immigration Regulation 703(B) 
may enter only under the terms contained herein. 

1 .  In order to obtain a Visitor Entry Permit, the applicant must submit an application via 
fax, e-mail, or posted mail to the CNMI Division of Immigration, Office of the Attorney 
General. The Visitor Entry Permit application shall be submitted under penalty of 
perjury and shall include the following information: 

a. Name; 

b. Certified copy of valid passport; 

c. Home address, telephone number, fax number, place of birth; 

d. Length of time at home address; 

e. Expected date and time of arrival; 

f. Expected date and time of departure; 

g. Name and address of sponsor/reference/hotel in the CNMI; 

h. Proof of financial responsibility; 

1. Copy of round trip ticket or e-ticket or verified itinerary; 

j. Indication whether applicant has visited CNMI previously; and 

k. Indication whether applicant has ever applied and been denied entry or an entry 
permit. 

Additional information may be required as needed. 

2. The application shall be fiee of charge if submitted more than more than seven (7) days 
prior to the expected date of arrival. If the application is received less than seven (7) days 
prior to the expected date of arrival, the applicant must submit a non-returnable 
processing fee of one hundred dollars ($100). Expedited processing fees must be 
received prior to issuance of a VEP. 

Amendment proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 26, No. 1, January 22,2004, at page 2156 1 to 21579, 
adopted with amendments Commonwealth Register Vol. 26, No. 4, April 23,2004, at page 22482. 
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F. Finding of Deficiency. 

Once the Division of Immigration receives an application for a Visitor Entry Permit, it will review 
the application to determine whether all of the information required has been provided. This 
deficiency review will be completed within seven working days after receipt of the application. If 
the application is found to be complete, it will be reviewed in accordance with the Standards For 
Review provided herein. If the application is found to be deficient, then the deficiencies shall be 
listed and forwarded to the applicant by the third day of the deficiency review period in the same 
manner as the application was received. 

G. Standards for ~ e v i e w . ~  

1 .  Once a Visitor Entry Permit application is determined to be complete, within seven 
working days it will be reviewed for substantive compliance and approved by the 
Attorney General, or her duly-appointed designee, based on the following requirements: 

a. valid passport for at least sixty (60) days after expected time of departure fiom 
the CNMI; 

b. copy of a round trip ticket or verified electronic itinerary (i.e., e-ticket); 

c. finding that person resides permanently in place of residence and is reliably 
expected to return there; 

d. finding that there is no reasonable cause to believe the visit is for purposes other 
than tourism or business; 

e. either (a) acceptable sponsorship and affidavit of support fiom a party residing 
in, or an entity located in, the Commonwealth who has not been found in 
violation of prior sponsorships; or (b) acceptable proof (such as a bank account 
statement, letter of credit, or proof of a valid credit card with an equivalent 
available credit) of means sufficient to support a stay for the duration of the trip 
(which shall be no less than $100 per day, per day); and 

f. determination and finding of accuracy in application. 

2. A Visitor Entry Permit may be denied if the examining official has reasonable cause to 
believe that the individual is excludable pursuant to 3 CMC 4322, or reasonable cause 
to believe that the individual's entry is not in the best interest of the Commonwealth. 

H. Issuance of Permit - Decision Within Seven Working Days. 

Once a Visitor Entry Permit application is determined to be complete and all of the substantive 
Standards For Review are determined to be satisfied, then a Visitor Entry Permit will be granted 
within seven working days after the initial receipt of the application. If any of the standards are 
determined to be in non-compliance, the application shall be denied and the applicant shall be 
notified of the denial within two working days of the determination. 

A copy of the approved Visitor Entry Permit shall be delivered to the applicant with a copy to the 
airline carrier in the CNMI. The airline carrier in the CNMI shall forward a copy of the Visitor 
Entry Permit to the point of embarkation to the CNMI. The airline carrier at the point of 
embarkation shall not board a Visitor Entry Permit holder if the holder's copy does not match the 
carrier's copy. 

Amendment proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 26, No. 1, January 22,2004, at page 2 156 1 to 2 1579, 
adopted Commonwealth Register Vol. 26, No. 4, April 23,2004, at page 22482. 
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I. Duration of Visitor Entry Permit. 

Once the application is approved, it will be valid for a single entry and for thirty (30) days £i-om 
the original date of entry to the CNMI. An alien may apply for an extension as permitted by law. 

J. No Transfer of Permit. 

An alien with a valid Visitor Entry Permit may not work, and may not obtain or seek to obtain a 
work permit under Section 706(K) of these regulations during a visitor permit entry. An alien who 
violates this provision shall be subject to criminal prosecution andlor deportation pursuant to 
applicable statues and regulations. 

K. Admission. 

No alien may seek or obtain entry into the Commonwealth as a matter of right. Nothing in these 
regulations shall be construed to entitle any alien, to whom a Visitor Entry Permit has been issued, 
to enter the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, if, upon arrival at a port of entry in 
the Commonwealth, he is found to be excludable under any provision of law. If entry is denied to 
a valid Visitor Entry Permit holder, the applicant may be temporarily admitted at the discretion of 
the Director of Immigration under such conditions as will insure the visitor's availability for 
M h e r  proceedings, including retaining the visitor's passport and return airline ticket. An alien so 
admitted shall be deemed not to have entered the Commonwealth. The exclusion or removal of a 
temporarily admitted alien shall not require deportation proceedings. 

L. Approval of Travel ~ ~ e n c i e s . "  

Any travel agency, as that term is defined by the Secretary of Commerce, or similar organization 
seeking to arrange travel or process documents for persons requiring a VEP shall have satisfied the 
conditions set forth herein and shall have received prior written authorization from the Office of 
the Attorney General. 

1. Eligibility. 

Only companies duly licensed and conducting business in the Commonwealth are eligible 
to apply for status as authorized agencies. 

2. Petition. 

An eligible travel agency shall file a signed petition with the Office of the Attorney 
General, Division of Immigration. Such petition shall include: (1) a description of the 
travel agency, including the number of operational offices and estimated annual revenues, 
as well as the services it seeks to provide; (2) any associations or institutions with which 
the travel agency is affiliated; (3) the anticipated number of alien visitors per year; (4) the 
number of employees, both in the Commonwealth and in the location of departure, and 
their positions and qualifications; and (5) a description of the travel agency's procedures 
for conducting background and medical searches, and for returning alien visitors who fail 
to comply with the terms of entry. 

3. Interview of petitioner. 

10 Addendum proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 26, No. 3, March 23,2004, at page 221 10 to 22120 
and 22 120A through 22 120H (emergency supplement), adopted with amendment Commonwealth Register 
Vol. 26, No. 4, April 23,2004, at page 22482. 
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Petitioner may be required to appear in person, under oath, before the Attorney General 
or her duly appointed designee prior to approval. Petitioner may also request an 
interview. 

Approval of petition. 

Subject to the bonding requirement described in paragraph (10) of this Section 703(L), 
the Attorney General may approve a petition upon a determination that the travel agency 
is capable of and intends to comply with Commonwealth laws and regulations and will, if 
necessary, take all reasonable measures to assist the DO1 in performing its functions. The 
Attorney General shall notify the petitioner in writing whether the petition has been 
approved or denied. An approval may be revoked in accordance with the provisions of 
paragraph (8) of this Section 703(L), and is subject to annual review and renewal. 

Denial of petition and opportunity to cure. 

If the petition is denied, the petitioner shall be notified of the reasons thereof and of the 
right to cure any deficiency in the petition within fifteen (15) days after service of the 
written denial. Should the petitioner fail to satisfactorily cure the deficiency within the 
prescribed cure period, the petitioner shall be ineligible to reapply for a period of sixty 
(60) days after expiration of such cure period. 

Recordkeeping requirements. 

An approved travel agency must keep records of the names, date and place of birth, 
country of citizenship, address and telephone number, and a photocopy of the passport 
and entry permit for each alien visitor. Such records shall be readily available to the DO1 
and shall be retained for a period of two years following the departure of the alien visitor. 

Reporting requirements. 

Approved travel agencies are required to immediately report to the DO1 the following: 

a. An alien visitor is arrested or detained for any reason; 

b. An alien visitor fails to depart the Commonwealth as scheduled; 

c. An alien visitor requires hospitalization due to illness or injury; or 

d. Any event, whether in the Commonwealth or in the country of origin, that could 
potentially prevent the scheduled repatriation of the alien visitor. 

Revocation of approved status. 

a. Revocation on notice. 

The approval may be revoked on notice by the Attorney General for a failure to 
comply with Commonwealth law and regulation or for any valid and substantive 
reason. If a travel agency's approval is revoked on notice pursuant to this 
paragraph, the travel agency shall be ineligible to reapply for a period of one 
year after the effective date of the revocation. 

b. Automatic revocation. 

If an approved travel agency terminates its operations or experiences a change in 
ownership that results in a change of control, approval will be automatically 
revoked as of the effective date of such events. 
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9. Revocation proceeding. 

Should the DO1 believe that a travel agency is no longer entitled to approval, the DO1 
shall serve notice of intent to revoke the approval. Such notice shall describe the grounds 
for revocation and shall inform the travel agency that it may, within fifteen (15) days of 
the date of service of the notice, file an appeal to the Attorney General. A statement 
setting forth the grounds for contesting the revocation of the approval shall support such 
appeal. The Attorney General shall promptly issue a written decision either revoking 
approval or granting continued approval, including a discussion of the evidence and 
findings. The Attorney General may rely solely on the record, or may supplement the 
record with new evidence. The decision of the Attorney General shall constitute a final 
agency decision for purposes of judicial review. 

10. Bonding Requirement. 

a. Once a travel agency has received a written approval fiom the Attorney General 
but prior to making travel arrangements for any alien visitor, the travel agency 
shall deliver to the DO1 a bond or other surety fiom a recognized insurance 
company in a form acceptable to the DO1 to secure the faithful performance of 
the duties and responsibilities of the travel agency, to ensure the departure of all 
alien visitors as scheduled and prior to expiration of the alien visitor's tourist 
permit, and to indemnify the Commonwealth for reasonable costs incurred as a 
result of the travel agent's negligence or failure to comply with these 
regulations. 

b. If the travel agency fails to make reasonable efforts to repatriate an alien visitor, 
thereby allowing that alien visitor to become an illegal alien, then all costs of 
deportation shall be paid by the travel agency or deducted fiom the bond or 
surety, subject to the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act 1 CMC 9 
9101 et seq.. All such payments or deductions shall be made to the Alien 
Deportation Fund. 

c. The amount of the bond shall be determined and maintained at: (i) at least two 
thousand dollars ($2,000) per alien visitor if the expected number of alien 
visitors in the next fiscal quarter is less than 200; (ii) at least five hundred 
thousand dollars ($500,000) if the expected number of alien visitors in the next 
fiscal quarter is more than 200 but less than 500; (iii) at least seven hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars ($750,000) if the expected number of alien visitors in the 
next fiscal quarter is greater than 500 but less than 1,000; and (iv) at least one 
million dollars ($1,000,000) if the expected number of alien visitors in the next 
fiscal quarter is greater than 1,000. 

Section 704. Short-Term Business Entrv permit." 

A. The Short-Term Business Entry Permit may be obtained only upon arrival at the port of entry 
subject to an arrival interview conducted at the port of entry by a designated immigration 
inspector. 

B. The Short-Term Business Entry Permit is for the purpose of conducting negotiations, formulating 
business plans, surveying business prospects and engaging in any lawful business or commercial 
activities. The holder of a Short-Term Business Entry Permit may not become employed by a 
Commonwealth employer. 

l' Emergency regulations proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 13 No. 1 1 November 15, 199 1, at page 
85 1 1 to 85 13, adopted Commonwealth Register Vol. 14, No. 2, February 15, 1992 at 8929 to 8933. 
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C. The Short-Term Business Entry Permit allows the holder to stay in the Commonwealth for one 
visit of not more than thirty (30) days. 

D. The Short-Term Business Entry Permit shall not be granted within thirty (30) days of the 
expiration of stay allowed in the entrant's previous Short-Term Business Entry Permit. 

E. No extension of the Short-Term Business Entry Permit may be granted. The stay allowed can be 
lengthened only upon the grant of a Regular-Term Business Entry Permit. 

F. Application for a Regular-Term Business Entry Permit must be made at least ten (10) days in 
advance of the expiration of the Short Term Business Entry Permit. 

Section 705. CNMI Emvlovees. 

A. CNMI alien employees and immediate relatives may enter for twenty (20) days without an entry 
permit if they possess a valid passport and a valid CNMI government travel order that specifies 
the immediate relatives to accompany the employee. 

B. It is specifically a condition of such entry that applications for CNMI employee entry permits shall 
be filed within ten (10) days of the arrival. 

C. Should employment terminate for any reason during the twenty (20) day period, the alien and the 
supervisor must report this fact to the Immigration Officer within twenty-four (24) hours. 

Section 706. Classification of Entry Permits. 

A. The Regular-Term Business Entry permit'' - allows the holder to stay in the CNMI for one visit 
of not more than a ninety (90) day stay or multiple visits totaling not more than ninety (90) days 
within one twelve (12) month period. The applicant must be present in the CNMI to apply for the 
permit. 

1. The Regular Term Business Entry Permit allows the holder to engage in any lawful 
business or commercial activity in the Commonwealth only after certification of such 
activity by the Secretary of Commerce. 

2. The holder of a Regular-Term Business Entry Permit shall not become employed by a 
Commonwealth employer, other than by such an employer in which the holder maintains 
a substantial ownership interest. 

B. CNMI Employee Entry Permit - permits alien to remain in the CNMI for one (1) year so long as 
the alien is employed by the CNMI government. Alien may not enter into any other employment 
agreements while in the CNMI other than with the government. If the employee continues 
employment beyond the entry permit, then the permit may be renewed. . 

" Amendment proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 8. No. 6, September 15, 1986, at page 4576 to 4579, 
adopted Commonwealth Register Vol. 8. No. 7. October 22, 1986, at page 4687 to 4688; amendment 
proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 1 1, No. 9, September 15, 1989, at page 6457 to 6462, adopted 
Commonwealth Register Vol. 12, No. 7, July 15, 1990, at page 7203; amendment proposed Commonwealth 
Register Vol. 13 No. 11, November 15, 1991, at page 85 10 to 85 13, adopted Commonwealth Register Vol. 
14. No. 2, February 15, 1992, at page 8929 to 8933; amendment proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 16, 
No. 11, November 15, 1994, at page 12585, adopted Commonwealth Register Vol. 17, No. 3, March 15, 
1995, at page 13040 to 13047. 
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C.  Long-Term Tourist Entry permit13 - permits alien to remain in the CNMI for up to sixty (60) days. 
No Long-Term Tourist Entry Permit shall be granted within thirty (30) days of the expiration of 
any previous tourist entry permit, except that one Long-Term Tourist Entry Permit may be issued 
as an extension to a Short-Tern Tourist Entry Permit. Alien shall not conduct business or perform 
services during stay. The Division of Immigration may impose a reasonable fee for processing 
andlor issuing a Long-Term Tourist Entry Permit. A Long-Term Tourist Entry Permit will be 
granted only upon a determination that it is in the best interests of the Commonwealth. 

D. Immediate Relative of Non-alien Entry Permit - permits immediate relatives of persons who are 
not aliens to remain in the CNMI for one (1) year so long as the immediate relative status is in 
effect. The permit may be renewed. 

E. Immediate Relative of Alien Entry permit14 - an immediate relative of an alien may enter under a 
permit for the same term as the alien's entry if, in addition to satisfying such other requirements as 
may be imposed by law or regulations, the alien posts cash as a bond with the Director of 
Immigration in the amount of twice the cost of return travel to the point of origin at the time of 
application. An alien may not obtain a permit under this section solely by virtue of his or her 
relationship to an alien who holds an Immediate Relative of a Non-Alien Entry Permit issued 
pursuant to Immigration Regulation 706@). 

F. Diplomat or Consular Entry Permit - permits designated principal resident representing a foreign 
government which government is recognized in law by the United States and his immediate 
relatives to remain in the CNMI for the duration of his appointment. The DCEP also permits 
officially designated staff members and their immediate relatives to remain for the term of their 
appointment. There shall be no fee for this permit. 

G. Foreign Investor Visa - an alien granted a certificate of foreign investment by the Department of 
Commerce and Labor and has complied with Part IX of these regulations. 

H. Foreign Student Entry ~ermits" - 

1. Post-Secondary Student Entry Permit. 

a. In order to qualify for entry into the CNMI under this subsection, an applicant 
must be admitted to matriculate "full time" in a post secondary educational 
institution, which is licensed and permitted in the Commonwealth, and which the 
Office of the Attorney General has determined in writing is a bona-fide post- 
secondary institution eligible to accept foreign students under this provision. 
"Full time" under this subsection is defined as 12 credit hours per semester. 

b. Applicants may apply for this type of entry permit prior to formal enrollment with 
an approved CNMI institution, but the permit will not be issued until proof of 
enrollment is received and verified by the Office of the Attorney General, 
Division of Immigration (DOI). Upon receipt and preliminary approval by the 
DO1 of a Foreign Student Entry Permit application and supporting materials (see 
Section 3 and 4, below), the DO1 will issue a " Student Authorization For Entry" 
or similar document that will allow the individual to travel to and enter the CNMI 
temporarily, in order to enroll in their approved institution and obtain a permit. 

l3  Amendment proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 26, No. 1, January 22,2004, at page 21580 to 
21590, adopted with amendment Commonwealth Register Vol. 26, No.7, July 26,2004, at page 22865. 
l4 Amendment proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 25. No. 6, July 15,2003, at page 20677 to 20681, 
adopted with amendments Commonwealth Register Vol. 25, No.9, October 15,2003, at page 21444. 
" Emergency amendment proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 25, No. 7, August 22,2003, at page 
207 17 to 20739, adopted with amendments Commonwealth Register Vol. 26, No. 1, January 22,2004 at 
page 2 1709. 
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c. Permission to remain in the CNMI, as granted by this subsection, shall expire 
upon completion of a degree or upon notification by the institution to the DO1 that 
the student is no longer a full-time active student. It is the responsibility of the 
institution to notify the DO1 of a student's failure to maintain "full-time" status. 
Failure of an institution to notify the DO1 immediately when a student falls below 
full-time status, or has more than three (3) consecutive days of unexcused absence 
from required classes, may result in revocation of that institution's approved status 
and denial of future of Foreign Student Entry Permits under this subsection issued 
for that institution. 

d. A permit issued pursuant to this subsection shall be valid for no more than one (1) 
year and is renewable on an annual basis if the applicant continues to meet all 
conditions of the original issuance. All applicants must comply with paragraphs 3 
and 4 of this section. 

e. Dependents of students. 

Dependents (which includes only children, under the age of eighteen, and 
spouses) of a holder of a Foreign Student Entry Permit issued pursuant to this 
subsection may be granted "Immediate Relative of Alien" entry permits pursuant 
to Immigration Regulation 706(E); provided, however, that in addition to the 
requirements of that Regulation, the applicant must also submit proof that 
sufficient funds are or will be available fiom an identified and reliable source to 
defiay all living expenses during the period of the applicant's Foreign Student 
Entry Permit. Provided, further, that in addition to the repatriation bond required 
by Immigration Regulation 706(E), the applicant also must secure a three 
thousand dollar ($3,000) bond for each dependent for health care services or 
provide proof of valid medical insurance coverage. An Immediate Relative of an 
Alien entry permit issued pursuant to this subsection shall be valid for no more 
than one year and renewable on a yearly basis provided that all conditions of the 
original issuance are met. 

Limited Term Student Entry Permit. 

a. In order to qualify for entry into the CNMI under this subsection, an applicant 
must be admitted "full time" to a school or training program licensed in the 
Commonwealth that the Office of the Attorney General has determined in writing 
is a bona-fide school or training program eligible to accept foreign students under 
this provision. "Full time" under this subsection is defined as a program of study 
or training that requires at least twelve (12) hours of active participation in course 
work or training per week. Such bona-fide school or training program shall 
include but not be limited to management training programs, pre-college course 
work such as NCLEX or CPA training. Such bona-fide school or training 
program is not intended to include traditional primary or secondary school. 

b. Applicants may apply for this type of entry permit prior to formal enrollment with 
an approved CNMI institution, but the permit will not be issued until proof of 
enrollment is received and verified by the Office of the Attorney General, 
Division of Immigration (DOI). Upon receipt and preliminary approval by the 
DO1 of a Foreign Student Entry Permit application and supporting materials (see 
Section 3 and 4, below), the DO1 will issue a " Student Authorization For Entry" 
or similar document that will allow the individual to travel to and enter the CNMI 
temporarily, in order to enroll in their approved institution and obtain a permit. 

c. Permission to remain in the CNMI, as granted by this subsection, shall expire 
upon completion of the coursework or program or upon notification by the 
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institution to the DO1 that student is no longer a full-time active student. It is the 
responsibility of the institution to notify the DO1 of a student's failure to maintain 
"full-time" status. Failure of an institution to notify the DO1 immediately when a 
student falls below full-time status, or has more than three (3) consecutive days of 
unexcused absence fiom required classes, may result in revocation of that 
institution's approved status and denial in the future of Foreign Student Entry 
Permits under this subsection issued for that institution. 

d. A permit issued pursuant to this subsection shall be valid for no more than the 
approved course of study, and in no event for more than six (6) months, but may 
be renewed if the applicant continues to meet all conditions of the original 
issuance. All applicants must comply with paragraphs 3 and 4 of this subsection. 

3. Proof of economic condition. 

Applicants must prove that sufficient funds are or will be available &om an identified and 
reliable financial source to defiay all living and school expenses during the period of 
anticipated study. Specifically, applicants must prove that they have enough readily 
available funds to meet all expenses for the period of study including proof of adequate 
financial capability to defiay all health care costs. 

4. Application Requirements. 

Each applicant for a Foreign Student Entry Permit shall pay a non-refundable application 
fee of $100 and submit: 

a. A permit application, signed under penalty of perjury; 

b. a completed biographical form; 

c. certified copy of an applicant's passport; 

d. certified copy of a police clearance reflecting an applicants criminal record over 
at least a ten-year period; and 

5. Approval of 1nstitutions.16 

Prior to issuance of any Student Authorization For Entry or Foreign Student Entry 
Permit, the DO1 must approve in writing the school in which a foreign student intends to 
enroll pursuant to the regulations set forth in this Section 706(H)(5). Such regulations 
shall only affect a school's ability to accept students who are in the Commonwealth or 
seeking to enter the Commonwealth under a Foreign Student Entry Permit and shall in no 
way affect or impinge upon the school's accreditation by the Board of Regents or other 
accreditations, or the school's operation except as it relates to students who are aliens. 

a. Eligibility. 

(1) Eligible schools include, but are not limited to, post-secondary 
institutions, such as colleges, universities, community colleges or 
junior colleges, offering recognized associate, bachelor's, master's, 
doctor's or professional degrees, as well as "transitional schools" (as 
that term is defined in paragraph (2) of this Section), language schools, 

l6  Addendum proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 26. No. 1, January 22,2004, at page 21608, adopted 
with amendments Commonwealth Register Vol. 26, No. 3, March 23,2004, at page 22190 to 22192. 
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religious schools, vocational schools, sports schools and professional 
training programs. Home schools and traditional primary and 
secondary schools are not eligible. 

(2) A "transitional school", meaning a school which specializes in 
preparing for entry into post-secondary institutions in the 
Commonwealth or the United States those foreign students who: (i) 
have successfully completed the full course of publicly-offered 
secondary education in their home country; and (ii) are at least fourteen 
(14) years of age as of the date of enrollment but who may not have 
reached the age of eighteen (1 8), shall be eligible provided that it shall 
have satisfied any additional requirements under this Section 706H, and 
shall have assumed legal guardianship for each foreign student who has 
not achieved the age of eighteen (1 8) and who does not otherwise have 
a legal guardian in the Commonwealth, while the foreign student is in 
the Commonwealth. 

b. Petition. 

An eligible school seeking approval as a bona fide school eligible for attendance 
by foreign students, shall file a petition with the DOI. Such petition shall 
include: 

(1) A letter of intent and request for certification fiom an authorized 
representative of the school that describes the basic program, including 
curriculum, for which certification is requested. The letter shall also 
include: (i) the number of years the school has existed and operated; (ii) 
any established affiliation (including student exchange programs) with 
any other institutions inside or outside the CNMI; (iii) current number 
of students; (iv) number of foreign students requested and anticipated 
in the first two years after approval; (v) number of current faculty 
members (administrators and those holding teaching positions); (vi) 
number of faculty members anticipated in the first two years after 
approval (administrators and those to hold teaching positions); and (vii) 
anticipated or estimated sum total of tuition to be charged to each 
foreign student for the complete course of study, including any 
potential scholarships, or tuition waiver programs. 

(2) For a school or training program licensed by the Board of Regents of 
the CNMI under 2 CMC 5 13 16(k), a certification to that effect signed 
by a member of the Board of Regents who shall also certify that he or 
she is authorized to do so. The school shall attach as an exhibit to the 
certification a copy of its submission to, and any findings of, the Board 
of Regents. 

(3) For any other petitioning school or training program: (i) a certification 
that the school is licensed, approved, or accredited by a recognized 
authority, signed by an official of such authority who shall also certify 
that he or she is authorized to do so; (ii) evidence that it confers upon 
its graduates recognized associate, bachelor, master, doctor, 
professional, or divinity degrees, or evidence that its credits have been 
and are accepted by at least three institutions that do confer such 
degrees; and (iii) a school catalogue, if one is issued, including a 
printout of any web pages operated by the school that advertise or 
explain its program. If a catalogue is not issued, or if not included in 
the catalogue, the school shall furnish a blank application for student 
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admission, in addition to a written statement describing the size of its 
physical plant, nature of its facilities for study and training, 
qualifications and salaries of the faculty (administrators and those 
holding teaching positions), attendance and scholastic grading policy, 
and finances (including a certified copy of the accountant's last 
statement of school's net worth, income, and expenses). A charter, 
authorization to do business, or instrument of incorporation shall not be 
considered a license, approval, or accreditation. 

(4) Transitional schools shall submit an additional certificate, signed by a 
designated official, as that term is defined in paragraph 5(k) of this 
Section, stating that prior to the foreign student's arrival in the 
Commonwealth, the school: ( 1 )  has assumed (or will have assumed) 
legal guardianship for each foreign student who has not achieved the 
age of eighteen while they reside in the CNMI or that the foreign 
student has a legal guardian already in the Commonwealth; and (2) can 
provide adequate room and board, and full-time adult supervision. 

c. Interview of petitioner. 

An authorized representative of the petitioner may be required to appear in 
person, under oath, before the DO1 prior to the adjudication of the petition 
concerning the eligibility of the school for approval. 

d. Approval of petition. 

To be eligible for approval, the petitioner must establish that: (i) it is a bona fide 
school; (ii) it possesses the necessary facilities, personnel, and finances to 
conduct instruction in recognized courses and to provide such other services as 
are described in the petition; and (iii) it is, in fact, engaged in instruction in those 
courses and providing such amenities. Upon approval, the DO1 shall notify the 
petitioner in writing. Initial approval for a six (6 )  month period may, at the 
discretion of the Attorney General, be granted on a conditional basis and is 
renewable for an additional six-month period provided that the Attorney General 
is satisfied that the school has complied with the terms of this Section. An 
approved school must report immediately to the DO1 any material modification 
to its name, address, or curriculum for a determination of continued eligibility 
for approval. The approval is valid only for the type of program and students 
specified in the approval notice. The approval may be revoked in accordance 
with the provisions of paragraph 5(1) of this Section, and is subject to annual 
review. 

e. Denial of petition and appeal. 

If the petition is denied, the petitioner shall be notified of the reasons therefor 
and of the right to appeal. Any appeal shall be taken within fifteen (15) days 
after service of the written denial. The reasons for the appeal shall be stated in 
the notice of appeal, and supported by a statement setting forth the grounds for 
contesting the revocation of the approval. 

f. Recordkeeping requirements. 

An approved school must keep records containing certain information and 
documents relating to each foreign student while the student is attending the 
school. Such records shall be readily available to the DO1 and shall be retained 
by the school for a period of two years following the departure of the student. 
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The information and documents that the school must keep on each student are as 
follows: 

Name, 

Date and place of birth, 

Country of citizenship, 

Current address, or an accurate description of where the student and his 
or her dependents physically reside, and their mailing address, 

The student's current academic status, 

Date of commencement of studies, 

Degree program and field of study, 

Termination date and reason, if known, 

The number of credits completed each semester, 

A photocopy of the student's Passport and Foreign Student Entry 
Permit, 

For a transitional school, an original or certified copy of the document 
whereby the school or a legal guardian already present in the 
Commonwealth has assumed legal guardianship of each student who 
has not achieved the age of eighteen (1 8). 

g. Reporting requirements. 

Once every term or session, the DO1 shall send each approved school a list of all 
foreign students who are attending that school. A designated official must certify 
whether or not each student on the list is a full time student, and give the names 
and current addresses of all foreign students attending the school that are not 
listed and other information specified by the DOI. The designated official must 
comply with the request, sign and return the list to the DO1 within thirty days of 
the date of the request. 

h. Additional Reporting requirements. 

Schools are required to report to the DOI, within fourteen (14) days of 
occurrence, the following events: 

(1) A foreign student fails to enroll or register for classes following the 
respective deadlines for enrollment or registration; 

(2) A foreign student fails to complete his or her program in the time 
typically required to complete such program; 

(3) A change of the student's or dependent's legal name, mailing address or 
location of residence; 

(4) A student graduates prior to the program end date; 

(5) Any disciplinary action taken by the school against a student as a result 
of the student being convicted of a crime; 

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER VOLUME 26 ~ ~ M B E R  12 December 17,2004 PAGE 23728 



(6 )  Any other request made by the DO1 with respect to the academic, legal 
or immigration status of the student; and 

(7) For a transitional school, a student who turns eighteen (1 8) years of age 
and for whom the school no longer serves legal guardian. 

1. Advertising. 

A school must send to the DO1 a copy of any advertisement, catalogue, 
brochure, pamphlet, literature, or other material hereafter printed, reprinted or 
published, including via the internet, by or for an approved school containing 
any statement concerning attendance by foreign students. Such copies must be 
received by the DO1 prior to distribution. 

j. Issuance of Foreign Student Entry Permit. 

A designated official of a school approved under this Section must sign any 
completed Foreign Student Entry Permit application issued for either a 
prospective or continuing student. The designated official shall sign the 
Foreign Student Entry Permit application only if the following conditions are 
met: 

(1) The prospective student has made a written application to the school. 

(2) The written application, the student's transcripts or other records of 
courses taken, proof of financial responsibility for the student and 
dependents, and other supporting documents have been received, 
evaluated and deemed satisfactory by the school. 

(3) The appropriate school authority has determined that the prospective 
student has satisfied the requirements set forth in paragraphs 3 and 4 of 
this subsection. 

(4) The official responsible for admission at the school has accepted the 
prospective student for enrollment in a full course of study. 

k. Designated official. 

"Designated official" means a member of the school administration designated 
by the president, owner, or head of the school and approved by the DOI, who 
does not receive commissions for recruitment of foreign students. A designated 
official may not delegate this designation to any other person. Each school may 
designate up to three designated officials. Each designated official must sign a 
certificate stating that the official is familiar with the regulations relating to the 
requirements for admission and maintenance of status of foreign students and to 
school approval under this Section, and affirming the official's intent to comply 
with these regulations. 

1. Revocation of approved status. 

(1) Revocation on notice. 

If a school's approval is revoked on notice pursuant to this paragraph, 
the school is not eligible to file another petition for approval until one 
year after the effective date of the revocation. The approval of a 
petition by a school for the attendance of foreign students may be 
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revoked on notice by the DO1 in its discretion for any valid and 
substantive reason including, but not limited to, the following: 

Failure to immediately notify the DO1 if a student falls below 
full-time status or has more than three consecutive days of 
unexcused absences. 

Failure to comply with the reporting requirements set forth in 
paragraphs 5(d), 5(g) and 5(h) of this subsection. 

Failure to comply with the recordkeeping requirements set 
forth in paragraph 5(9 of this subsection. 

Willful issuance by a designated official of a false statement 
or certification in connection with an application for approval 
or other document related to the acceptance for enrollment of 
a foreign student. 

A designated official does not meet or comply with the 
requirements set forth is paragraph 5(k) of this subection. 

Signing of a Foreign Student Entry Permit application for a 
foreign student without receipt of proof that the student has 
met the requirements set forth in paragraphs l(a), l(c), and 
I(e), or 2(a), 2(c), and 2(e), as appropriate, as well as 
subsections 3 and 4 of this Section. 

Failure to employ qualified professional personnel, to 
maintain proper facilities and curriculum, or to maintain such 
accreditation or licensing as represented in the petition. 

Failure to provide the DO1 with the materials as prescribed in 
paragraph 5(i) of this Section or if the Attorney General finds 
that such materials contain materially false or misleading 
statements. 

For a transitional school, failure to assume legal guardianship 
for foreign students under the age of eighteen who do not have 
legal guardians already in the Commonwealth, or failure to 
provide adequate facilities and supervision appropriate to such 
student's age level. 

Any conduct on the part of a school or designated official that 
does not comply with the regulations set forth herein. 

(2) Automatic revocation. 

If an approved school terminates its operations, approval will be 
automatically revoked as of the date of termination of the operations. If 
an approved school experiences a change in ownership that results in a 
change of control of the school, approval will be automatically revoked 
thirty days from the date of change of ownership unless the school files 
a new petition for school approval. If, upon completion of the review, 
the DO1 finds that the approval should not be continued, the DO1 shall 
institute revocation proceedings in accordance with sub-paragraph 
5(1)(3) of this Section. 
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(3) Revocation proceeding. 

Should the DO1 believe that an approved school is no longer 
entitled to approval, a proceeding shall be commenced by 
service upon the school's designated official a notice of intent 
to revoke the approval. Such notice shall describe the grounds 
upon which the withdrawal is based and shall also inform the 
school that it may, within 30 days of the date of service of the 
notice, submit a written answer setting forth reasons why the 
approval should not be revoked and that the school may, at the 
time of filing the answer, request an interview before the DO1 
in support of the written answer. 

If the school admits all of the allegations, or if the school fails 
to file an answer within the thirty (30) day period, the DO1 
shall revoke the approval and shall notify the designated 
official. If the school admits to the allegations or fails to file 
an answer within the thirty (30) day period, it shall have 
waived its right to appeal. 

If the school denies the allegations, then the school shall, in its 
answer, provide all information, including all documentary 
evidence, which shall be included in the record, on which the 
answer is based. 

Should the school request an interview; the school shall be 
given notice of the date set for the interview. In the discretion 
of the DOI, the interview may be recorded. 

The DO1 shall promptly issue a written decision either 
revoking approval or granting continued approval, including a 
discussion of the evidence and findings. The written decision 
shall be served upon the school or school system, together 
with the notice of the right to appeal. 

Any appeal of a revocation by the DO1 shall be taken within 
fifteen (15) days after the service of the written decision. The 
reasons for the appeal shall be stated in the notice of appeal, 
and supported by a statement setting forth the grounds for 
contesting the revocation of the approval. 

(4) Institutional Certification Appeals. 

Whenever a school is authorized to appeal a decision denying or 
revoking approved status, such appeal shall be taken by filing the 
required notice of appeal with the Office of the Attorney General. The 
Attorney General at his discretion may rely solely on the record, or may 
supplement the record with new evidence. The Attorney General shall 
con fm or modify the DO1 decision in writing within thirty (30) days. 
The decision of the Attorney General shall constitute a final agency 
decision for purposes of judicial review. 

Foreign Press Entry Permit - An alien who is a bona fide representative of foreign press, radio, 
film, or other foreign information media, who seeks to enter the Commonwealth solely to engage 
in such vocation, and the spouse and children of such representative which have joined him may 
remain in the CNMI for six (6) months. The permit is renewable. 
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J. Distinguished Merit Entry permit17 - An alien who has a resident in a foreign country, which he 
does not intend to abandon who is of distinguished merit and ability, and who is coming 
temporarily to the CNMI to perform temporary service of an exceptional nature requiring such 
merit and ability may remain for up to one year. This permit is renewable indefinitely. Aliens 
performing services on a contract basis either directly or indirectly for the Federal Government 
and who otherwise satisfy the requirements of this section may be granted a DMEP upon request 
by the contracting agency or employer. 

K. Nonresident Worker Entry Permit - An alien who is coming temporarily to the CNMI to perform 
temporary service or labor who has been certified as an eligible nonresident worker by the 
Department of Labor may be granted an entry permit in accordance with Public Law No. 3-66. 

L. Minister of Religion Permit - permits an alien who, for at least two (2) continuous years before 
seeking admission, has engaged as a minister of religion, and who seeks to enter the CNMI solely 
for the purpose of engaging in that occupation, provided his or her services are needed by a 
denomination having a bona fide organization in the CNMI. 

M. Religious Missionary - permits an alien who is a bona fide missionary of a religion who seeks to 
enter the CNMI solely for the purpose of engaging in missionary work provided his or her services 
are needed by a denomination having a bona fide organization in the CNMI to enter. 

N. Long Term Business Entry ~ermit" - allows the holder to enter and exit the CNMI for two (2) 
years. The permit shall have no effect other than for the purpose of allowing the holder to reside 
in the CNMI as long as the Commerce Certificate for which the permit is issued is valid. 

1. The initial term of the Long Term Business Entry Permit shall be for a period of two (2) 
years. 

2. The Director of Immigration may only issue a long term Business Entry Permit to an 
alien whose business activity has been approved and certified by the Secretary of 
Commerce, and who is not an excludable alien. 

3. The immediate relatives of the holder may be issued an Immediate Relative Permit for 
the same duration as the holder, provided that such persons are not excludable aliens. 

4. The holder has no absolute right to the renewal of hisher Long Term Business Entry 
Permit. 

5. The immigration privileges of the holder shall be revoked upon written notification by 
the Secretary of Commerce to the Director of Immigration of the revocation of the 
holder's Commerce Certificate. 

0. Retiree Investor Entry permitlg - allows the holder and his or her spouse to stay in the 
Commonwealth for up to five (5) years, during which time the Alien may exit and re-enter the 
Commonwealth at any time. 

17 Amendment proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 25, No. 6, July 15,2003, at page 20677 to 2068 1, 
adopted Commonwealth Register Vol. 25, No. 9, October 15,2003, at page 21444. 
18 Amendment proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 11, No. 9, September 15, 1989, at page 6457 to 
6462, adopted Commonwealth Register Vol. 12, No. 7, July 15,1990, at page 7203; amendment proposed 
Commonwealth Register Vo1.14, No.7, July 15, 1992, at page 95 14 to 9521, adopted Commonwealth 
Register Vol. 14, No. 9, September 15, 1992 at page 9668 to 9673; amendments proposed Commonwealth 
Register Vol. 16, No. 11, November 15, 1994 at page 12585, adopted Commonwealth Register Vol. 17, No. 
3, March 15, 1995, at page 13040 to 13047. 
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1. In order to be eligible, an Alien applicant must: 

a. be at least fifty-five (55) years old; 

b. satisfy all CNMI health requirements; 

c. not have been convicted of a felony in the Commonwealth or convicted of a 
crime outside the Commonwealth that would be considered a felony within the 
Commonwealth; 

d. have invested a minimum of $150,000 in a single residential property in the 
Commonwealth. 

2. Alien applicants must provide: 

a. Proof of property interest and the value of the property underlying the residence; 

b. Proof of the value of the improvements on the property; 

c. Any other evidence supporting proof of investment; 

d. Police clearance fiom the Alien's and his or her spouse's previous residences in 
the previous twenty (20) years; 

e. Proof of health certificate; 

f. Original birth certificate (or equivalent document) as proof of age; 

g. Declaration of the Alien sworn under penalty of perjury that the Alien is not 
employed in the Commonwealth and does not own 10% or more of a business 
located in the Commonwealth; 

h. Proof of health insurance with a minimum aggregate coverage of $100,000; and 

i. A non-refundable application fee of $1,000 for a single applicant and $1,500 for 
an applicant and his or her spouse. 

P. Temporary Work Authorization permit2' -permits an alien who has received a Special 
Circumstances Temporary Work Authorization from the Department of Labor or been granted 
refugee protection pursuant to P.L. 13-61 to legally remain in the Commonwealth while such 
authorization is in effect and for a period of fifteen (15) days following the expiration, revocation, 
or termination of such Special Circumstances Temporary Work Authorization. 

Q. Comity Entry permiel - permits citizens of a country, which the Attorney General determines 
provides a comparable permit to citizens of the Commonwealth, to remain in the CNMI for a 
period of up to ninety (90) days. The Attorney General shall publish a list of countries for which 
Comity Entry Permits may be issued; such list shall be promptly published in the Commonwealth 
Register. 

1. No application fee or other charge shall be required for issuance of a Comity Entry 
Permit. 

l9 Emergency regulations proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 26, No.5, May 24,2004, at page 22486- 
22499, adoption pending. 
20 Emergency regulation proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 26, No.5 on May 24,2004, at page 22486 
to 22499, adoption pending. 
21 Emergency regulation proposed Commonwealth Register Vol. 26, No.7 on July 26,2004, at page 22833 
to 22835, adoption pending. 
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