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PUBLIC NOTICE

PROPOSED REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE USE OF CUC WATER SYSTEM
PURSUANT TO PUBLIC LAW 4-47
COMMONWEALTH UTILITIES CCORPORATION

SECTION 1. These regulations have been proposed by the Board of
Directors of the Commonwealth Utilities Corporation (CUC)
pursuant to Public Law 4-47 of the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands. These requlations and technical
provisions and specifications which may be adopted by CUC
from time to time, shall have the force and effect of law
and shall be binding on all persons and entities subject to
the jurisdiction of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
islands.

SECTION 2. The purpose of these regulations is to establish
requirements for connection to CUC Water System where and
when CUC Water System are available and to establish fees
for the use of and connection to CUC Water System.

The proposed regulations include the following subject areas:

1. Wwhen a CUC water system will be considered as being
available for connection.

2. Design standards and requirements for water service
connection to CUC waterline,

3. The procedures to be followed for applying for and
installing water connections.

4, Establishment of fees for water use and connection
to CUC water lines.

5. Sanctions and penalties for failure to pay water
charge and for any other violation to these
regulations.

SECTION 3. These regulations are only applicable where CUC water
systems exist in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands.

A complete copy of the regulations is published herewith and additional

copies are available from the Commonwealth Utilities Corporation, Lower
Base, Saipan, MP 96950 (670) 322-9371.
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Anyone interested in commenting on the proposed Regqulations Governing the
Use of CUC Water System may do so by submitting comments in writing to
the Executive Director, CUC, Lower Base, Saipan, MP 96950, within thirty

(30) days from the date this notice is published in the Commonwealth
Register.

_ 2 /z2 /?7
0 ‘\) Jose M. Taitano

Date
Chairman, Board of Directors
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NOTISIA PUBLICKA

MAPROPOSA NA REGULASION NI PARA UGINEBETNA
I MAUsSAN T HANOM CUC
SUGUN I LAI PUBLIKO 4-47
COMMONWEALTH UTILITIES CORPORATION

I Kuetpon Directores I Commonwealth Utilities Corporation gi
Sankattan na Islan Marianas haproposa nuebo na regulasion ni para
ugenebetna 1 mausan yvan 1 kKoneksion guato gl hanom CUC.

I proposition este na regulasion esdesit pot para usstablese fotma na
araeglo gi para macho’guen i Kkonedsion guato gi hanom CUC guihe siha
na ligat anail guaha hanom CUC yan pot uestablese apas gl para mausan
van lokue apas koneksion gi hanom CUC.

I maproposa na regulasion hana sasaunao 1 sigiente siha na asunto:

1. Hata na kondision na para umaconsidera na guaha Hanom CUC
anal sina makumple i koneksion.

2. Maestablese un modelu van areklo para 1 hanom ginen i gima
van 1 mana cheton~-na guato gi Hanom CUC.

z. I areklo ni para uma dalalaki para i applicasion ni para
umana shetton (connection) guato gi hanom CUC.

4. Maestablesen 1 apas ¢gi para mausan 1 Hanom van apas
koneksion para 1 Hanom CUC. Koneksion guma familia guato gi
Hanom CUC.

5. Mutta yan pena pot ti makumple i koneksion guato gi Hanom

anal debs esta de umacho’gue, pot ti ma-apase 1 maestablese
na apas yan pot kuatkiet kontradiksion gi regulasion.

I masasangan na regulasion mapublika completamente guine, va masea
haye na hanesesita copian este na regulasion sina manule copia ginen
i Commonwsalth Utilities Corporation gi Sadog Tase (Lower Base),
BSaipan, MP 926950, numeron telefon (670)322-9371.

Kuatkiet petsona na interesao mann’i opinion pot i mapropoposa na
Regulasion ni para Uginebietna i1 Hanom CUC, masosovo’ na utuge i
opinion-na yva usubmite guato gi Commornwealth Utilities Corporation,
Lower Base, Saipan MP 96950 gi halom 30 dias desde i fechan anail
mapublika este na notisia gi Commonwealth Register.

> fog Jrr

/// JOSE M. TAITANO FECHA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

o
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ARONGORONGOL "ARAMAS TOWLAP

TINGOROL ALLEGH YE YAARYAAL MWOGHUTOGHUTOL SCHAAL (CUC)
ALLEGH NGALI ALLEGHUL TOWLAP YE 4-47
COMMONWEALTH UTILITIES CORPORATION

T41il 1. Tingbr ye aa allégh 16 sidngiir Board of Directors-ul
Commonwealth Ulitities Corporation (CUC) aa alléghléd
sangi alléghtil towlap ye 4-47 melldl faltw kka
faluwasch (Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is).
Allégh kkaal me féfféér e ayoora me e amatafa ifa
mille yaal tingdr CUC sdngi 6tol fa, ebwe yoor
maamaawal bwe ebwe féérd kkepasal allégh yeel (laay)
bwe ebwe afidlliiy alongeer aramas me melawal
bwangiir mellél Commonwealth ye 1161 Northern
Mariana Islands.

T41il 2. Bwuldl allégh yeel nge ebwe féérG meta kka ammwelil
ngdli s6ébwosb6bwol schaal iya me ileet schaal ebwe
yoor me ebwe yoor O6bwbdbs reel ydadyail schaal yeel,
(cuc) ,
Tingbrol allégh yeel nge e toolong bwuléy kka e
tattéddletiw. |
1. Ngére mw6ghfitGghlitil schaal ye CUC ebwele

mmwel bwe ebwele s8bwdsobw.

2. Ffééril me ammwelil mwdghGttghfitil schaal
igha ebwe s6bwb6s6bw ngidli schidpil pipeail
mille CUC.

3. Allégh ye ubwe tabweey igha ubwe tingdr me
ydaya schaal. |

4, Yoorul Obwdbs reel ydidyddl schaal me sébwd-
sébwol ngdli CUC schépil pipe. |

5. AltGghtltigh me dastigo reel ngire iye use
6bwdéssuuw schaal me ngire use.tabweey
altghtiliigh kkaal.
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Talil 3. Allégh kkaal nge igha schagh elo iye yidayaal
schaal yeel melldl Commonwealth 1161 Northern

Mariana Islands.

Kopiyaal allégh yeel nge emmwel ubwe 16 bweibwggh me Commonwealth

Utilities Corporation me Lower Base, Saipan, MP 96950
Tilifoon (670) 322-9371.

Ngire iyo ye eyoor yaal dghiydgh reel allégh ye aa fféérld reel
y4d4dyddl schaal ebwe ischiilong schagh nge aa is8llong reel
Executive Director-ul CUC, Lower Base, Saipan, MP 96950, 11461

eliigh r4dl (30 days) sadngi maram, rdl, me rdigh ye e atootoowow

Jose M. Taitano
Board of Directors Date
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AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE

GECTION 1. These regulations have been adopted by the Commonwealth
Utilitiss Corporation (CUC) pursuant to Public Law 4-47 of
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. These
regulations and technical provisions and specifications
which may be adopted by CUC from time to time, shall have
the force and sffact of law and shall be binding on all
persons and entities subject to the jurisdiction of the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana islands.

BECTION 2. The purpose of these regulations is to establish
requirements for connection to CUC Water System where and
when CUC Water System are availlable and to establish fees
for the use of and connection to CUC Water System.

The adopted regulations include the following subject areas:

1. When residential and non-residential building must
be connected to CUC available CUC Water Systeam.

2. When a CUC water system will be considered as being
avallable for connection.

[#2]

Design standards and reguirements for water service
connection to CUC waterline.

4, Establishment of fees for water use and connection
to CUC water lines.

5. Sanctions and penalties for failure to pay water
chargs and for any other violation to these
regulations.

SECTION 3. These regulations are only applicable where CUC water

systems exist 1n the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands.
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ARTICLE 1
DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of these Regulations, unless it is evident from the
context that a different meaning is intended, certain words and phrases
used hersin are defined as follows:

1. "Appurtenances” shall mean valves, stops, bends, elbows, reducers,
bushings, plugs, caps, blocks, jackets, manholes, and all other objects,
fittings, or installations required to make a complete installation.

2. “Chief Engineer” shall meah the person holding the position of
Bssistant Director, Water Division CUC, CNMI.

3. "Cost of Service Connection” shall mean the sum of the cost of the
labor, materials, transportation, equipment, excavation and road repair,
if any, and other incidental charges necessary for the complete
installation of a service connection, but excluding the cost of the meter
and meter box.

4. "Construction Plans" shall mean Engineering drawings representing
the design of a specific Project.

5. "Customer” shall mean the person, firm, partnership, corporation or
assocliatlion, regardless of government-connected status, governmental
department, or other legal entity whose name appears on the record of CUC
as the party responsible and liable for receiving water searvice.

6. “Customer’s Pipe” shall mean the pipe extending from three feset
cutside the customer’s foundation, across his property to the service
connectien dafined in 1tem 17 at the main top property line.

7. “CUC" shall mean the Commonwealth Utilities Corporation of the
Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas.

8, “CUC Water System” shall mean the water system owned and operated by
the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas.

9. "Exscutive Director” shall mean the person holding the position of
Executive Director of the Commonwealth Utilities Corporation, CNMI.

10. "Governmental Department” shall mean any department, and/or agency
of the CNMI Government, including autonomous agency.

1. "Main" shall mean CUC Water Systsm supply pipe to which servics
connections are made.

12. "0Or Approved Equal” shall mean a substitute brand or article which
may be installed 1n place of the one named whsre such substitute has been
approved in writing by the Chief Enginesr prior to the actual
construction of the Project.

13. In the matter of "Ownership by UUC" and "Convevance of Property and
Improvements to CUC" it shall be understocd that the property and
improvements are ownad by, and that convevance 1s made to, CUC.

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER VOL. 10 NO. 3 MARCH 15, 1988 PAGE

5480




14. "Project" shall mean the structure, undertaking, or improvement to
be constructed in whole or in part through the performance of the work
covered by these Regulations and all other Special Provisions.

15, "Standards” shall mean CUC Standards and/or Water System Planning,
Materials, and Construction of the Water Division.

16. “Subdivision Water System " shall mean the water system, within any
subdivision, including mains, valves, hydrants, laterals, pumps, tanks,
reservoirs, and all appurtenances necessary to provide water and fire
protection for such subdivision, and where necessary, sources of supply.

i17. "Subdivider" shall mean a person, firm, corporation partnership,
association, gavernmental department, trust or othsr legal entity, or a
combination of any thereof who, or which causes land to be divided into
two or more lots, parcels, sites, or other divisions of land for the
purpose, whether immediate or future, of sale, lease, rental, transfer of
title to or interest in, any or all of such parcsls, and shall include
resubdivision, and when appropriate to the context shall relate to the
process of subdividing or the land or territory subdivided.

18. "Service Connection” shall mean the main tap, pipe, fittings, and
valves, from the water main to and including the meter and shui-off valvse.

19. “Service Limits" shall mean the maximum elevation to which adequate
water service 1s available. The sevice unit shall be that slevation
which i1s 100 fzet below ths spillway elevation of the supplying reservoir
for the area

20. "Subdivision" shall msan improved or unimproved land or lands
divided or proposaed to be divided into two or more lots, parcels, sites,
or other divisions of land including designation of easements, for the
purpose, whethar immediate or future, of sale, lease, rental, transfer of
title to or interest in, any or all of such parcels, and shall include
resubdivision, and when appropriate to the context shall relate to the
process of subdividing the land or territory subdivided.

21. "Water Authority” shall mean the Commonwealth Utilities Corporation,
CNMT,
22. "Water Service” shall mean service connection as defined in item

17. This term also refers to the delivery of water to customer.
23, “Work"” shall be understood to msan all equipment, materials,

operations and incidental activitiss necessary for the completion of any
part or all of the Project covered by these Regulations.
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ARTICLE II
EXISTING RULES AND REGULATIONS

Any regulations, concerning the provision of water services, in existance
on the date of adoption of these regulations, are herewith repsaled,.
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ARTICLE III
GENERAL CONDITIONS

1. Any prospgctive consumer whose premises are within service limits
established by CUC, and adjacent to distributing main, may obtain water
service where pressure conditions permits, provided that CUC has a
sufficlent water supply developed for that use and for the fire
protection to take on new or additional service without datriment to
those already served and the customer agrees to abide by these
Regulations, and other CUC Rules.

2. Where an extension of mains is necessary, or where large qguantitiss
of water are reguired, or a substantial investment is necessary to
provide service the customer will be informed by CUC as to the conditions
and charges to be made for the particular area and situation in question
before water service will be approved.

3. 811 water supplied by CUC will be measured by the means of suitable
meters registering in U.8., gallons. The amounts to be paid for water and
water servics shall be in accordance wWith the rates established by CUC
Board of Directors and shall be as indicated hereinafter. Ratess shoun
are current rates and are subject to change upon proper processing of ths
rate changes in accordance with applicable laws.

4, CUC will detarmine the location and size and brand of manufacturer
of all meters and service connections to its system. All service
connections including the metser box assembly shall becoms the propsrty of
the CUC for operation and maintenance after installation and new
connections or disconnections may bes made thereto by CU{ at any time.

5. CUC will exercise reasonable diligence and care to deliver an
adeguate supply of safs, potable water to the customer and to avoid
shortages or interruptions in water service, but will not be liable for
any interruption, shortage, insufficiency of supply, or any loss or
damage occasioned thereby.

6. Whenever, in the opinion of CUC special conservation measures are
advisable in order to forestall water shortages and a consequent
emergency, CUC will restrict the use of water until the water shortage no
longer exists.

7. CUC reserves the right at any and all times to shut-off water from
the mains with proper notice considering the circumstances for the
purpose of making repalirs, extensions, alterations, or for other
reasons. QLCustomers depending upen a continuous supply of water shall
provide emergency water storage and any check valves or other davices
necessary for the protection of plumbing fixtures against failure to the
pressure or supply of water in CUC mains. Repairs of improvements will
be parformed as rapidly as practicable and, insofar as practicable, at
such times as will cause the least inconvenisnce to the customer.

3. CUL willl make svery sffort to maintailn proper pressure but will not
accept responsibility for unforseen loss of pressure in its watsr mains.
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9. Where property 1s situated at such an elevation that 1t cannot be
assured of a dependable supply or of adequate pressure from the CUC
distribution system, the customer, in consideration of connection with
the CUC system must agree to accept such water service as is avallable.
When required by CUC, the customer shall install an air gap check valve,
or other protective devices between the customer’s supply pipe and the
service connection. The customer shall execute a written release in
favor of CUC for all claims on account of any inadaquacy in CUC system or
inadequacy of water supply to the customer.

10. When the pressure of CUC supply is higher than that for which
individual fixtures are designed, the customer shall protect such
fixtures by installing and maintaining pressure reducing and relief
valves. CUC will not be liable for damage due to pressure conditions
caused by or arising from the failure or defective condition of such
pressure regulators and relief valves or for damage that may occur
through the installation, maintenance, or use of such equipment.

11. The resale of water by the customer is not permitted unless approved
in writing by the Executive Director of CUC

12. Mo unauthorized person shall uncover, make any connections with or

opening into, use, alter, or disturb any CUC Water System without first
obtaining a written permit from the Chief Enginger
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ARTICLE IV
APPLICATION FOR WATER SERVICE AND SERVICE CONNECTION

L. Fach prospective customer upon requesting water service 1s required
to make an application in order to be considered for servics.

2. The customer shall be responsible for the payment of all charges for
water service at the designated location. Charges, including
construction and connection costs before service Will begin when the
water service 1s established and will continue until due potification
from the customer or until discontinued by CUC for failure of the
customer to comply with these Regulations.

3. When an application for water service is made by a customer who uwas
responsible for and failed to pay all bills previously rendered,
regardless of location or time incurred, CUC will refuse to furnish water
service to such applicant until his outstanding CUC bills are paid.

4. Taking possession of a property and using water without having made
application to CUL for water service to such property, shall be held
liable for the water delivered. If proper application for water service
15 not made upon notification to do so by CUC and if accumulated bills
for wWwater service are not palid upon presentation, the water service shall
be subjsct to discontinuance without further notica.

5. Any new applicants for service or anv existing customers shall be
reguired to make a guarantee deposit to vover charges for utility
services.

&, The amount of the deposit to establish credit reaguired of any
customer shall be an amount astablished by CUC approximatsly squal to tuwo
month’s charges for the service or services involvad, and as hereinafter
indicated.

7. Upon discontinuance of sarvices, CUC will refund the customer’s
deposit or the balance in excess of the unpaid bills for the services.




ARTICLE V
INSTALLATION OF WATER SERVICE COMNECTIONS

1N Installation. When the application for water service has been
approved, a service connection will be installed by CUC at the expsnse of
the applicant. There shall be one meter for sach service connection,
unless CUC because of operating necessity, installs two or more meters in
parallel. All meters will be sealed by CUC before installation and no
segal shall be altered or broken except by one of its authorized emplovess.

2. Installation charge. The cost of the service connection shall be
paid by the applicant before the connection is installed. Installation
charges shall be based on the cost of such installation as sstablished by
CUC and shall be as initially set at the rates indicated in ARTICLE X -
5.1 which would be revisad time to time.

3. Customer’s pipe. The customer shall install and connect at his
expense his supply pipe to the shut-off valve or outlet installed by

fUC. The customer’s pipe shall at all times remain the sole property of
the customer, who shall be responsible for 1ts maintenance and repalr.

If the customer’s pipe is installad before the service connection is sat,
CUC will make the connsction to it provided, however, it is requested, 1in
writing, by the customer prior to the installation of the service
connestion.

4, Connection to main. Only emplovees of CUC or persons authorized by
the Chief Engineer will be allowed to connect or disconnect the service
gconnection to or from CUC main,

5. Location of service connection or main. No service connection or
water main will be installad by CUC in any private road, lane, street,
alley, court or place, until such private streets are open to the public
and brought to proper grade and CUC 1s given proper easements for the
main or service connection. Otharwise, an applicant desiring water
service to property fronting on such private roads, lanes, etc., must
gxtend his supply pipe to the nsarest public street on which a main

exists.

6. Location of meters. All meters shall be installed in locations
determined by LUC.

7. Change 1n location or size of service connection. When the proper
size of service connsction for any premise has been determinad and the
installation has been made, CUC has fulfilled its obligations as the sizs
of the service and the location thereof are concerned. If thareafter the
consumer desires a change in size of the service connection or a change
in the location thereof, he shall bear all costs of such changes.
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8. Alteration to CUC Water System. All work and materials in
connection with the change in location and size or elevation of any part
of the existing public water system made necessary by the new service
connection shall be at the expense of the applicant.

9. Contours or elevation. When regquired by CUL, contours or slevations
shall be furnished by the applicant, based on the Coast and Geodatic
Survey Vertical Control System for the Commonwealth of the Northern
Marianas.

10. 5i1ze of meter and service connection. CUC will determine the
location and size of all meters and service connections to 1ts system.

11. One water service supplying multiple structures. CUC reserves the
right to limit the number of houses or buildings and the area of land to
be supplied by one servicse connection.

12. MWater service to undeveloped areas. Any prospective consumer
requesting water service for an undevsloped area or tract of land in
which a distribution system has not been installed may be required to
furnish CUC with plans and specifications for the proposed distribution
system for zuch area or tract which shall conform to the standards and
requirements of CUC. Such distribution system will be installed at the
expense of the customer in accordance with the plans and specifications
and reviewed and approved by CUC.

In the case of water main replacement or extensions of new main fundsd by
the CNMI the customer will only be charged for the service line
connection and initial deposit as referred to praviously.

13. Drainage to CUC's propsrty. Any damage to water mains, servics
connection, valves, fire hydrants, or other property of CUC shall be paid
for by the person, persons, or legal entity responsible for the damage,
Cost of damags will include cost of repairs and the amount of water loss
as estimated by CUC based on accepted angineering practices.
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ARTICLE VI
METER READING AND RENDING OF BILLS

1. Meters will be read and bills rendsred monthly or at other intervals
as determined by CUC. Special readings may be made when necessary for
closing of accounts or for other reasons.

2. Closing bills for short periods of time since the last meter reading
date will ordinarily be determined by the amount of water actually used,
as indicated by the meter reading.

3. Readings of separate meters not combined. For the purpose of
computing charges, all meters serving the customer’s premises shall be
considered separately, and the readings thereof shall not be combined
except in cases where CUC, because of operating necessity, installs two
or more meters in parallel to serve the same consumer’s supply pipe.

4. The customer will recelive estimated bills when the melers cannot be
read by the meter reader for reasons beyond his control.
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ARTICLE VII
PAYMENT OF BILLS

1. All bills shall be due and pavable upon deposit ip the United States
Mail by CUC or upon other presentation to the customer. Payment shall be
made at the office of CUC or to duly authorized collectors of CUC.

2. Any b1ll which is not paid within 30 days after the due date shall
be deemed delinquent and the water service shall be subject to
discontinuance without further notice.

3. Two or more persons who join in one application for service shall be
jointly and severally liable thereunder and shall be billed by means of
single periodic bills,

4. Failure of a customer to receive a bill does not prevent the account
from becoming payable when due.
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ARTICLE VIII
METER TESTS AND ADJUSTMENT OF BILLS

1. Meter tests. All meters shall be tested by CUC prior to
installation. Any customer who, within reason, doubts the accuracy of
the meter serving his premises may raquest a test of the meter. The
customer, if he so requests, will be notified as to the time of the test
and may witness the test if he so desires, No charge will be made for
the first meter test.

2. Adjustment of bills for meter inaccuracy. If, as the result of the
test, the meter 1s found to register more than two percesnt fast under
conditions of normal operation, CUL will refund to the customer the
overcharge, based on past consumption, for a period not exceeding four
months, unless it can be proved that the error was due to some cause, the
date of which can be fixed. In this latter case, the overcharge shall be
computed back to, but not beyond, such date.

3. Failure to register. If a meter fails to register due to any cause
except the non-use of water, an average bill wWill be rendsred. Such
average bill will be subject to sgquitable adjustment taking into account
all factors before, during and after the period of said pill.

4., Allowances. The customer has the responsibility for the control of
the water delivered beyvond CUC’s service connection and CUC is not
responsible for maintenance and repairs to pipes and fixtures beyond the
service connection.




ARTICLE IX
DISCONTINUATION OF WATER SERVICE

Water service may be discontinued for reasons as follows:

1. Non-payment of bills. Water service may be discontinued for the
non-payment of a pill within 30 days after the mailing or pressntation
thereof to the customer. If a customer is receiving service at more than
one location, service at any or all locations may be discontinued if
works for and service at any one or more locations are not paid within
the period specifisd harein.

2. Non-compliance with CUC’s Regulations. If the customer fails to
comply with any of these Regulations CUC will have the right to
discontinue the service.

3. Customer about to vacate premises. Each customer about fto vacate
any premises supplied with water by CUC shall give 10 working davs notice
of his intention to vacate prior thereto specifving the date service is
desired to be discontinued. Before buildings are demolished, CUC should
be notified so the service connasction can be clased,

4, Unauthorized use of water. CUC will refuss or discontinue water
service to any premises if necessary, without giving notice, to protect
1tzelf against fraud, abuse, or unauthorized use of water.

5. Wasteful uss of water. Where negligent or wasteful use of water
exists on any premises, CUC may discontinue the service 1f such
conditions are not corrected within five days after giving the consumer
Written notice of its intent to do so.

&, Service detrimental to others. CUC will refuse to furnish water to
any premises where the demands of the customer will result in inadequate
service to the rest of the existing svsten.

7. CUC shall have the right to refuse service or discontinue sarvice if
the acts of the consumer or the conditions upon his pramisss are such as
o indicate intention to defraud CUC.

3. Restoration of service. If water service is turned off because of
failure to pay a bill, for violation of any of the regulations of CUC, or
for other reasons, all outstanding accounts against the customer must be
raid before water service will be restored. In addition, the
reconnection charge, must be pald before water service will be restored.
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ARTICLE X
SCHEDULE OF RATES AND CHARGES

L. The following rates and charges are current for water services and
shall be effective until such time as the CUC establishes new rates and

charges,

2. Guarantee deposit is based on an average month’s charges for the

type of service and size of meter connected.

Size of Meters Deposit
5/8°, 3/4° $§  30.00
K 90.00
i-1/2" 150.00
2 350.00
3 900.00
4" 2000.00
.
8
1

4000.00
" 12,000.00
0" 18,000.00

3. Installation charge is based on the cost of service installation.

b

3.1 Bervice installation charges and distances from main.

Meter 0-20 20-4G  40-60 60-80 80-100 Gver 10
gize Fest Feet Feet Feet Feet Feet
3/4"7 $135 $155 $175 $195 $215 $ k
1" 145 165 185 205 225 ¥
1-1/4 145 165 185 205 225 *
1-1/2" 145 165 185 205 225 *
2" 145 165 185 205 225 *
>2 ¥ X % X X *

*Charge will be based on case by case cost to be paid prior to

installation,
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3.2, Where 1t 1s necessary to cross streets or highways in making sarvice
installations, the extra costs for such crossings including paving
repairs wlll be added to the charges under 3.1 above.

3.2.1 This charge will be collected in advance on an estimated basis
subject to refund or additional charge when each Jjob is completed,
ervice 1nstallation charges are collected from customers and ara not
refundable.

4. A1l water service shall be provided with a water meter and monthly
charges will be according to the register reading; in unavailable cases
the monthly charges will be used or consumption estimated by the Chisf
Engineer.

Water Rates:

a. For residentlal commercial and government customers:
Firet 3,000 gallons ~ 0.50/1000 gallons
Above 3,001 & up to 15,000 gallons - $1.20/1000 gallons
Above 15,001 & up to 30,000 gallons - $1.50/1000 gallons
Above 30,001 & up to 60,000 gallons - $1.75/1000 gallons
Above 60,001 gallonns - $2.00/1000 gallons

Minimum monthly charge:

Meter Size Miniaum Rate
5/8", 3/4" $ 6.00/monthn
1 7.00 "
1~1/2" 11.00 !
2" 14.00
3" 35.00 "
4" 55,00 "
6" 75.00
8" 110.00
10" 155,00 !
1z" 200.00
5 Procedure for establishing new rate structuras:

When new rates are desmed nscessary, a public hearing will be given and
after receiving comments CUC board will establish new rates considering
those comments.
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ARTICLE XI
CUC EQUIPMENT ON CUSTOMER’S PREMISES

i All equipment belonging to CUC and installed upon the customer’s
premises for measurement, test, check or any other purpose, shall
continue to be the property of CUC, and may be repalred, replaced or
removed by CUC at any time by notifying the customers. The customer
shall exerclse reasonable care to prevent damage to meters and other
equipment of CUC upon said premises and shall in no way interfere with
the operation of same,

2. Any damage to water mains, service connections, valves, fire
hydrants, or other property of CUC shall be paid for by the person or
organization responsible for the damage.

3. The customer shall be liabls for any damage to a meter or other
gguipment or property of CUC caused by the customer or his tenants,
agents, employess, contractors, licensess or permittess, on the
customer’'s premises and CUC shall be promptly reimbursed by the customer
for any such damage upon presantation of a bill therefore. In the svent
settlement for such damage is not promptly made, CU{ reserves the right
to discontinue water service to such premises.

4, No obstruction nor aquard dogs or any other hinderances shall pe
placed on or around any water meter, fire hydrant, or valve so as to
render 1! inaccessible.

5. Any officer or emplovee of CUC shall have the right of ingress to
and egress from the consumer’s premises at all reasonable hours for any
purpose reasonably connected with the furnishing of water or other
service to said premises and the exercise of any and all rights secured
to it by law. In case any such officer or employee is refused admittance
to any premises, or being admitted shall be hindered or prevented fron
making such insgpection, CUC may cause the water to be turned off from
sa1d premises after giving 24 hours notice to the owner or occupant of
sald premlses of its intention to do so.
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ARTICLE XII
RESPONSIBILITY FOR CUSTOMER’S EQUIPMENT

L. The customer shall at his own risk and expense furnish, install and
keep 1n good and safe condition all eguipment that may be required for
receiving, controlling, applying and utilizing water, and CUC will not be
responsible for any loss or damage caused by the improper installation of
such equipment, or the negligence, want of proper care or wrongful aot of
the customer or any of his tenants, agents, emplovees, contractors,
licensees or permittees in installing, maintaining, using, oparating or
interfering with any such equipment.

2. Water service may be discontinued to any customer whose water system
includes plumbing fixtures, or wabter contalners in any form, or any use,
which in the opinion of CUC may sndanger CUC’s water supply from a public
health standpoint. Any such discontinuation of service shall continue
until objectionable installations have been corrected and CUC has beean
assured that the objsctionable uses and practices will not be resumad,

3. CUC will not be responsible for damage to property caused by
spigots, faucets, valves and othser equipment that may be open when water
15 turned on after a temporary shutdown.

4. Wherever a check valve or prassure reducing valve is installed on
the customer’s cold water supply line between the main and a hot wWater
storage tank and/or heater, there shall be installed on the customer’s
hot water distributing system a suitable pressure relisf valve.

5. Where it has been determined that noises emanating from a customer’s
premises are caused by plumbing fixtures or other equipment attached to
water pipes and such noises are being transmitted through the water pipes
and causing annoyance to other customers, CUC may issue a notice in
Wwriting to the offending customer or to the owner of such premises or to
hls adency, giving reasonabie time within which to correct or to remove
the cause of the complaint. Fallure on the part of such customer, owner,
or person responsible to correct or remove the cause of the noise will be
sufficlent reason for discontinuance of water service to the customer
until such time as the condition complained of has been remedied.




ARTICLE XIII
ELECTRICAL GROUNDING

1. Protective grounding of alternating current secondary distribution
circuits made to the water system shall be subject to written approval by
CucC.

2. No grounding of direct current system to any portion of the water
system shall be psrmitted,

3. CUC will not be responsible for the maintaining of a continuous
metallic water piping system and reserves the right, without liability to
public utility electric companies, electric customers, or any other
agency or individual to create a physical break in its searvice
connections and mains, or to incorporate non-metallic pipes and
appurtenances in its system and to make Jjoints of any materials, without
regard to their efficiency as conductars of electricity and without
giving notice.

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER VOL. 10 NO. 3 MARCH 15, 1988 PAGE 5496




ARTICLE XIV
CUSTOMER’S PUMPING INSTALLATION

1. Customers shall not be permitted to install or operate pumps that
pump water directly from or into the mains of CUC systenm,

2. If & customer would like to have a pumping system in his ouwn
premises, such pumping should be done from his own storage tanks. Such
storage tanks should be constructed after the meter and there should bs a
6" air gap between the inlst pipe to the tank and the maximum water leavel
of the tank.

3. All existing customer pumps after the effective date of these
regulations shall cease to operate until approval 1s given by CUC.
Failure on the part of the customer to comply with this regulation shall
be subject to disconnection of water services until requirements have
been made.

4. A written approval from the Chief Engineer should be obiained for
construction of such storage tanks.
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ARTICLE XV
CROSS~CONNECTION AND BACKFLOW PREVENTION

1. In order to provide proper sanitary protection to CUC’s water supply
and to comply with the applicable regulations under the Federal Safe
Drinking Water Act, CUC will require that following the effective date of
these Regulations no cross-connectlions with other water supplies, or
other physical connections, shall exist, or be installed, located,
maintained or operated which could permit backflow of contaminated water
or any other dangerous, impure, unsanitary, or unpotable substance fronm
the customer’s premises into CUC’s water supply system, except as
provided below:

1.1 Cross~connections with other water supplies. OQOuwners (or operators)
of presently existing water supplies which are in active use and
cross-connected to CUC’s system will be required to install check valves,
air gaps or other devices to minimize the hazards of such
cross-connections. Permits will be granted on a provisional basis,
renewable yearly, under the following conditions:

1.1.1. Where such water supplies are regularly sxamined by CUC and DER
are approved by CUC and DER as acceptable, safe and sanitary suppliss and
continue as such at all times while the connections are 1n existencs,

1.1.2. Where such water supplies do not mest the requirements of (1.1.1)
above, are not normally under pressure and are maintainesd solely for fire
fighting purposes, and where adequate protection against back~flow to CUD
water svstem 1s provided by mechanical, or othar methods or devicas
satisfactory to CUC,

2. Heparate pressure system. CUC will require the installation of
mechanlcal, or other, methods or devices on the customer’s side of the
meter to prevent backflow whenever the customer maintains a separate
pressure system or a separate storage facility, or In any way increases
the pressure of the water within his premises above the prassure
furnished by CUC or has such squipment devices or arrangement of piping,
storage or industrial methods or processes that might, under certain
conditions, raise the pressure of the watsr within his premises above the
pressure of the water in the mains of CUC. Plans and spacifications for
such 1installations must be approved by CUC.

3. l.ocation and inspection of protective devices. Any device installed
for the prevention of backflow as may be reguired under these
Regulations, shall, unless CUC approves otherwise in writing, be located
above ground and 1n such a manner as to be safe from flooding or
submergence 1n water or other liquids, properly protected from external
damage, freely accessible and with adequate working room for inspection,
testing and repairing. All such devices shall be tested and inspected
internally not less than once annually or more often in those Instancss
where successive inspections indicate repsated failure. Repairs,
replacement of parts, stc., shall be made whenever necessary at itne
expense of the customer. Making tests and annual inspections shall be
the responsibility of the customer and shall be furnished to CUC.
Failure of the customer to make the proper tests and submission of

c records may result in CUC's making the tests, needad repairs and

; replacements and charging the costs thersof to the customer.

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER VOL. 10 NO. 3 MARCH 15, 1988 PAGE 5498




COMMONWEALTH REGISTER VOL. 10 NO. 3 MARCH 15, 1988 PAGE 5499

4. Affidavit of compliance. Upon request of CUC, the customer shall
present an affidavit either certifying to the fact that there are no
connections or other installations of the type prohibited in Paragraph 1
of this Regulation on his premises or describing in detail nonconforming
connections or installation.

5. Discontinuance of water service for non-compliance. Faillure on the
part of the customer to comply with CUC’s reaquirements relative to
cross-connections and backflow prevention will be sufficient reason for
discontinuing water service until such time as the requirements have been
net.




ARTICLE XVI
USE OF AND DAMAGE TO FIRE HYDRANTS, CHANGE IN HYDRANT LOCATION

1. The primary purpose of the provision of fire hydrants in CUC water
systems 1s to assist the Department of Public S5afety to carry out their
responsibility of protecting the public from fire hazards. CUC and
Department of Public Safety will enter into a Memorandum of Understanding
delineating each others obligations, CUC will provide specified servicas
for agreed upon costs borne by the Depariment of Public Safety

2. Use of Fire Hydrant. Any use of a fire hydrant or tampsring
therewith or the taking of water there from for purposes other than fire
protection by persons other than authorized employees of the Department
of Public Safety or of the CUC is prohibited, except upon prior
application to and written permit by CUC. The Departmant of PUblic
3afety shall have the prior right to use any hydrant at any time and
shall have the authority to remove temporarily , if necessary in case of
fire, any connection that may be made to a hydrant under a permit ilssued
by CUC. The use of any hydrant under a permit and the connscitlons
thereto shall be subject to the direction and approval of the CUC,
including the payment of appropriate charges.

3. fpplication for Permit. Application for a permit for the use of a
fire hydrant for purposes other than fire protsction shall be made in
writing to CUC and when required, shall be accompanied by payment of the
applicable connection charges. It shall be non-transferable and shall be
shown by the permittee, its agents or emplovess upon demand. CUC
reserves the right to reject any application, to refuse to issue any
permit and to revoke any permit at any time. No permit will be issued
unless the permittee agrees to notify CUC as soon as tha use of the
hydrant is finished. In the event that a psrmit shall be ravoked, the
use of the hydrant thereunder shall csase immediately and all connections
thereto shall be properly removed forthwith. CUC will inspect @ach
hydrant which has been used under a permit, and all costs of repairs
which the CUC may adjudge to be due o such use and the cost of
inspection shall pe paid for by the permittes. ALl water drawn from a
hydrant under permit shall be mstered or estimated by CUC and shall be
pald for by the parmittee at the current water rates. A traveling
portable meter will be issued the permittee by CUC for this purposs. The
permititee shall make the meter available to CUC for reading upon

request. Any damage caused to the meter during the time of use by the
permittee shall bs pald for by the permittee. The permittee shall pay
all of the costs of connecting to and disconnscting from the hydrant.

4, Hydrant Wrenches. 0Only regulations for fire hydrant wrenches which
shall have been approved by CUC shall be used for the operation of fire
hydrants.
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5. Damage to hydrant or property. The permittee shall report promptly
any defect in or damage to the hydrant. The cost of any damage to
property including the hydrant or of any injury to persons resulting from
the use of the hydrant shall be paid for by the permittee. OUC will not
be held responsible for any damage to property or injury to persons
arising from the use of any hydrant for any cause whatsosver. Any damage
to fire hydrants shall be paid for by the person or organization
responsible for the damage.

6. Change in hydrant location. CUC will, 1f 1t approves the request
for a change 1in location of hydrant, change such location provided the
cost of all labor, material, equipment and all other charges are paid by
the person requesting such change.




ARTICLE XVII
SUBDIVISION WATER SYSTEM REGULATIONS

Article 8-1 Availability of Water and Approval of Subdivision Map

b, Extensions from and connections to the public water sysiem will bs
approved by CUC where pressure conditions permit; provided that CUC has a
sufficlient water supply developed for domestic use and for fire
protection to take on a new or additional service without detriment to
those already served and the subdivision water system otherwise conforms
to these Regulations.

2. In aresas where there 13 no CUC water supply available, or whare
large quantities of water are required or a large investmant is necsessary
to provide service, the subdivider will be informed as to the conditions
under wWwhich the subdivision may be approved.

3. After a gevernmental department submits the subdivision map to CUC
along with the backup information, CUC will inform the department 1in
writing of its approval, requirements for approval, or its disapproval of
extention or connection to CUC water system map based on water utility
service capapilities. No statement by C.R.M. prior to CUC approval
should be construed as to the availability of water at a certain location
where development is proposed to take place

Article $-2 Extension to Subdivision

1. General Requirement. The subdivider shall install and pay for ifhe
subdivision water main extension required from CUC water system to the
subdivision. All such subdivision water extensions shall be designad and
located in accordance with CUC Standards.

2. Increase 1n Size of Water Main Extensions for %ervicses to other
Areas. Whenever CUC finds it is necessary that the water mains needs be
of a greater capacity than to provide adequate service and fire
protection for such subdivision, in order to supply water and firsg
protection to property not in the subdivision, it shall require the
subdivider to install mains of such greater capacity.

Article $-3 Installations Within Subdivision

1. General Requirement. The subdivider shall install in accordance
with these Regulations and the Standards of CUC and pay for the
subdivision water system required within a subdivision.

2. Increase in size of water mains within subdivision for benefit of
other areas. Whenever, 1in order to provide for existing or future
services bevond the boundaries of a subdivision, CUC finds that mainsg to
be installed within the subdivision should ba of greater capacity than
would be required to provide adequate service within such subdivision,
CUC will regquire the subdivider to make installations of such greater
capacity.

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER VOL. 10 NO. 3 MARCH 15, 1988 PAGE

5502




3. If and when reimbursement to subdivider who 1s required to install a
larger size main for the reasons set forth in the preceding paragraph,
CUC will reimburse the subdivider, as soon as practicable after
acceptance by CUC of the completed wWwork, the additional cost of the
installation over and above the cost of the mains that would have been
required; provided, however, that in no case will reimbursement be made
of any portion of the cost of an 8~inch main in other areas; provided
further that reimbursement will not be made to the subdivider where such
larger main or malns will serve only areas under the same ownership as
the subdivision under consideration.

After the installation has been completed and accepted by CUC, the
subdivider shall furnish CUC with an affidavit itemizing the costs
incurred by him in the installation of the said larger mains. The said
additional costs shall be determined by CUC.

Article 8-4 Mains, Hydrants in Subdivisions

1. Locations and sizes of mains, fire hydrant locations and other
pertinent design c¢riteria shall be determined by CUC Chief Enginesr.

2. Fire Protection. In fixing the standards for fire protection
insofar as water supply is concerned, CUC will be guided by the standards
of the National Board of Firs Underuriters,

firticle $-5 Preparation and Approval of Plans, Elevation Agreement,
Delays in Construction

1. Preparation of Plans. All construction plans shall be prepared by a
registered engineer to the axtent of his professional gualifications and
approved by the Chief Engineer, CUC. Tentative maps and final maps of
subdivisions to be reviewed by the CUC shall fully conform to the
definitions and rsquiremsnts of the Subdivision Rules and Regulations of
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

Z. Elevation Agreement., Whenever a lot or lots within a subdivision
are at such an slevation that they cannot be assured of a dependable
water supply, the approval of the construction drawings will be subjsct
to each owner of such lot or lots signing an “Elevation fgresment”
whereby such lot owner agrees to accept such water service as CUC 1s able
to render, and such owner agrees to construct, if necsssary, and maintain
at his expense a water tank or a pump wWwith a water tank, all in
accordance with the Standards and Requirements of CUC, of sufficient
capacity to furnish a supply of water at such times as the pressure 1in
the water mains may be insufficisnt to supply such lot or lots with
water. When required, a statement as to this conditional approval will
be clearly lettered on the construction drawings by LUC.
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3. Approval of Plans. No construction of a subdivision water system,
or any portions thereof shall be undertaken prior to approval of the
final construction plans by CUC., After said approval, the subdivider
shall transmit four sets of all final construction plans to CUC.

In areas where there 15 no CUC water supply available to serve the
subdivision, plans and specifications for the development of water
sources, including wells, tunnels, shafts, pumps, buildings, mains and
other appurtenant structures and devices, shall pe approved by CUC in
thelr entirety prior to construction.

Article S$-6 Materials and Construction Standards, Installation of Water
Service

L. Materials and Construction Standards. All materials, design and
construction procedures, and workmanship, with respect to any
subdivision water system, or any portion thereof shall be in accordance
with the requirements and Standards of CUC.

2. Installation of Water Service. No water service will be approved,
gxcepting a service for subdivision construction purposes, until the
subdivision water system has been completed and accepted by the CUC and
all the improvements required by the Subdivision Rules and Regulations
have been completad,.

Article §-7 Ouwnership of Installed Water System

L. As a condition precedent to connecting the project water system to
the public water system, the subdivider shall convey the water systasm to
CUC and sald system thereafter will be malintained and operated as a par

of the public water system provided, howaver, that CUC may refusse Yo
operate and maintain facilities installed without CUC’s prior approval.
Frior to commencement of water services and as a prerequisite to such
sgrvice, the subdivider shall deliver to CUC perpetual easements for all
portions of the water system installsd other than publicly ounsad
property. The subdivider shall also convey, without cost to CUC, fee
simple title to all sites on which are located tanks, resarvoir, sources
of supply, and pumps constructed by the subdivider and connected to the
public water system together with eassments for access, water pipsline,
and other necessary utility purpose.




All decisions
to be made 1in

ARTICLE XVIII
WATER RESOURCES CONSERVATION AND WATER POLLUTION

regarding water resources conservation and water pollution,
conjunction with the operations of CUC’s Water Division,

shall be based on the applicable laws.
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ARTICLE XIX
SEVERABILITY

If any, article saction, sentence, clause, or phrase of these Regulations
or their application to any person or circumstance or property 1s held to
be unconstitutional or invalid, the remaining portion of these
Regulations or the application of these regulations to other persons or
circumstances or property shall not be affected and shall therefore
remaln in force and effect.
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ARTICLE XX
EFFECTIVE DATE

The Regulations shall become effsctive immediately upon their approval
and adoption by the Board of Directors of CUC.
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ARTICLE XX1
CERTIFICATION

The undersigned hereby certifies that these Regqulations have been
officially adopted as final Regulations pursuant to the authority
contained in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands Public Law
4-47

Certified by:

Jose M. Taitano Date:
Chairman, Board of Directors
Commonwealth Utilities Corporation

Httested hy:

Oscar M. Buitugua Date:
Secretary, Board of Directors
Commonwealth Utilities Corporation
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5

COMMONWEA LT_H AARIANA ISLANDS

GENERAL
., CAPITOL HILL
ALEXANDRO C.CASTRO

ATTORNEY GENERAL
TEL: (670) 322-4311/4312

JOHN F. BIEHL

TEL: (670) 234-7771/6207/7111

PUBLIC NOTICE

A.G. OPINIONS PUBLISHED

February 15, 1988 - March 15, 1988

Index
Number Date Subject
88-03 02/19/88 Lease of Public Land for

Use as Municipal Golf Course

Date: 7%, /M%/’

7 ALEXANDRO . CASTRO o
Attorn General

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER VOL. 10 NO. 3 MARCH 15, 1988 PAGE 5509

DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL




