I N THE SUPERI CR COURT
CF THE
COVWWONVWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARI ANA | SLANDS

I N THE MATTER OF THE ) ADOPTI ON CASE NO 91-20
ADOPTI ON CF: )
)
SHARM N NESTLE ANTOLI N REYES )
and RAMON LI CERI O | SI DORO, )
) ORDER FOR ADCPTI ON
M nor s, )
)
BY: MARIANO CRUZ CAMACHQ, )
)
Petitioner. )
)

Mariano Cruz Camacho has petitioned this court to allow him
to adopt Ranmon Licerio Isidoro. M. Camacho is 25 years old.
Ranon Isidoro is 16 years old. Since Ranon is a mnor, his parents
have given their witten consent to this adoption pursuant to
8 cMc § 1402. Ramon, being a child over 12 years of age, has
al so given his consent pursuant to § 1402.

Having found that this adoption conplies with all other
provisions of the statute, the only issue left for resolution
I's whether the 9-year age differential between the petitioner
and the child to be adopted is in conpliance with the statute.

Though nmany state adoption statutes contain provisions

requi ring that an adopting parent be at least ten (10) years ol der
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than the child to be adopted, our statute contains no such
provi si on. See Cal. Cv. Code § 222(a) ("the person adopting
a child nmust be at |least 10 years ol der than the person adopted");
Nev. Rev. Stat. § 9:3-43(b) (requiring a 10 year differential,
but allowing the court to waive the requirenment for good cause);
S.D. Codified Laws § 25-6-2 (10 year requirenent); U ah Code Ann.

§ 78-30-2 (10-year mnimun). Section 18 of the Uniform Adoption

Act also requires a 10-year age differential between the adopting
parent and the adopted child.

8 CMC §§ 1402 - 1404 govern the eligibility requirenments
for adoptions in the Comonwealth. Nothing in the Code places
any limtations on the age differential that nust exist between
an adopting parent and the child to be adopted. Fur t her nor e,
there is no mninum age requirenent that nust be attained in order
to qualify as an adopting parent. The only requirenent is that
the court nust find the adopting parent "suitable" and do that
which is "in the best interests of the child."” Therefore, it
is entirely possible that under the proper set of circunstances,
the court could allow a suitable 16-year-old person to adopt a
15-year-old child if such adoption is in the best interests of
the chil d.

Since nothing has been submtted in this case that would
tarnish the suitability of M. Camacho, and the court finds that
this adoption would be in the best interests of the child, the

petitioner's request for a decree of adoption is granted.
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petitioner's attorney

adopt i onfor signature.

SO ORDERED this

15‘71‘5‘

is directed to prepare the decree

day of May, 1991,

Mo W Joss
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Marty . K. Ta
Assoc1ate Judge

of




