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TENTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE

H. L. 1. NO. 10-8, SS1
FOURTH REGULAR SESSION, 1997

A LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVE

To propose a constitutional amendment to update the legislative budget
ceiling to provide sufficient funding for an effective and independent
legislative branch supported by professional and technical staff and
appropriate resources, and guarantee an equitable distribution of funds for the
personal staff and offices of each member of the legislature, so that each can
function properly as an independent representative elected by the people.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE TENTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE:

Section 1. Legislative Initiative. Pursuant to Article XVIII, Section 3 of the
Commonwealth Constitution, the Tenth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature, by the
affirmative vote of three-fourths of the members of each house present and voting, hereby
proposes the following amendment to the Constitution to be placed before the people for
ratification in the next regular general election as provided in Article X VIII, Section 5 of the
Commonwealth Constitution:

"A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
To amend Article II, Section 16 of the Commonwealth Constitution to
update the legislative budget ceiling to provide sufficient funding for an
effective and independent legislative branch supported by professional
and technical staff and appropriate resources, and guarantee an equitable
distribution of funds for the personal staff and offices of each member of

the legislature, so that each can function properly as an independent
representative elected by the people.

I. Article II, Section 16 is amended to read:
Section 16. Budget Ceiling. There shall be a ceiling on the budget of the
legislature.
a) Appropriations, or obligations and expenditures, exclusive-of-the

salaries-of the-members-of the-legislature; for the operations and activities of the

legislature and legislative bureau, other than the salaries of members of the
le gislatur n ments required law m n lover

contribution to any Commonwealth government retirement fund, and major
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gquipment or capital improvement projects, may not exceed twe-million-eight
hundred-thousand-deHars in any fiscal year the budget ceiling provided in this
section.

b) Each member of each house shall receive an equal amount within
this ceiling not to exceed one hundred fifty-five thousand dollars annually for
ffi nd related expenses including all expenses for travel. Members m

voluntarily pool all or any part of these funds.
¢) The presiding officer in each house shall receive within this ceiling
an_additional amount not to exceed four hundred thousand dollars a year to

u th rations and activities of that h xpen rdin
the rules of that house. A portion of such amount shall be equally distributed to
he standin mmi f that house for their operations an iviti

The legislative bureau shall have a fn re_than tw

million dollars, for the purposes specified in section 17. The Bureau may not

rchase. rent. or lease vehicles for the use of individual members of th
legislature or their offices. The Bureau mav no fray travel expen
individual members of the legislature or their personal staff ex \

joint resolution of the legislature. Th rm_'major ipment or ital

improvement projects' in ection (a) does not include the purch ren T
1 f vehicles for the use of individual members of the legislature or their
offices.

Beginning the second Monday of January 1998, the amount of th

iling and all other dollar amounts stated in thi ion shall j A

W IS he same percenta the percen hange in the Uni
Department of Commer mposite price index during the two pr in
fiscal ing th inning of fiscal ye he ba

N f th ropriations for the legislatur h islativ

bureau, other than a member's salary, may be used for personal or political
activities,

g) Obligations and expenditures for the operations and activities of the
legislature for the period October 1 through the second Monday in January of a
fiscal year in which there is a regular general election may not exceed seven

hundred-thousand—-deHars—er twenty five percent of the annual spending
authority etherwise-available provided by law consistent with this section. This
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ceiling shall apply to the various offices and activities in the same proportions
as the annual spending authority provided by law consistent with this section.

II. Repealer.

Subsection (f) of Section 17 of Article II of the Commonwealth
Constitution is repealed."

Section 2. Adoption and Transmittal. The President of the Senate and the Speaker of
the House shall certify, and the Clerks of the Senate and House shall attest to the adoption of
this Legislative Initiative by the affirmative vote of three-fourths of the members of each house
present and voting. The House Clerk shall then cause the Initiative to be transmitted to the
Governor and the Board of Elections. Pursuant to Article XVIII, Section 5 of the
Commonwealth Constitution, the Board shall place this Legislative Initiative before the people
of the Commonwealth for a ratification vote in the next regular general election (November 1,
1997).

Passed by the House of Representatives on September 19, 1997 and the
Senate on September 17, 1997, with the affirmative vote of three-fourths (3/4)
of the members of each house present and voting.

CERTIFIED BY:

DIEGOT. BENAVENTE S R. SABLAN
Speaker of the House resident of the Senate

ATTESTED BY:
EVELYN G, FLEMING NICOLASA B. BORJA
House €lerk Senate Clerk
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