
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

Ralph DLG. Torres 
(jovernor 

The lIonorab le Ralad S. Dcmapan 
Speaker. Ilouse r Representatives 

Nineteenth Northern Marianas 
Commonwealth Legislature 
Saipan. MP 96950 

Th� I lonorable Francisco M. Borja 
Senate President. The enme 
Nineteenth Nortllcrn Marian!c 
Commllnwealth Legislature 
Saipan. MP 96950 

Dear Mr. Speaker and Mr. I'resident: 

Victor B. Hocog 
Lieutenant Governor 

17. NOV 2016 

This is to inform you that I have si!lned into law House Bill No. 19-185, entitled, "To 
amend 6 Me S107 by allowing the prosecution for sexual crimes commirted against 
persons under the 3!,!e of I g to c()mmenc� at any time," which was passed hy the House 
or Representatives and the ena\e" of th.: Nineteenth Northern Marianas Commonwealth 

Legislature. 

This bill becomes PubUc Law I o. 19-72. Copies bearing my signature are forwarded for 
your reference. 
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"Pre., e retary; .\ttomey General ' s Of tic,,: Public Auditor: Special 
Assistant for dminist.ration: 'pecial A sistant for Programs and Legislative RlOview 
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Public Law No. \9-72 

J{ouse of �presentati1Jes 
1911i• ORTIIER MARIAN S COMMONWEALTH L.EGISLATURE 

P.o. BOX 500586 

October 14, 2016 

The Honorable Ralph DLG. Torres 
Governor 
Commonwealth oftbe Northern 

Mariana Islands 
Capitol Hill 
Saipan, MP 96950 

Dear Governor Torres: 

AlPAN. MP ')6950 

[ have the honor of transmitting herewith for your action H. B. No. 19-185, entitled: "To amend 
6 CMC §107 by aUowing the prosecution for sexual c rimes committed against persons 
under the age of 18 to commence at any time.", which was passc:d by the House of 
Representatives and the Senate of the Nineteenth Northern Marianas Commonwealth 
Legislature. 

S incerel y yours, 

Attachment 



Nineteenth Legis{ature 
oJthe 

Public Law No. 19-72 

Commonwea{th oj the Northern :Mariana Is{ands 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Fifth Special Session 

July 14, 2016 

Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb, of Saipan, PrCCill(t 3 UOI" himself, Represent<1rives Roman C. Bena\�rltc. 

George N. Camacho, Lorenzo 1. Delcnn Guerrero, l .dwin K. Propst, and Vinson F. Sablan) in an open and public 
meeting with an oprortuniry for tbe public to comment, introduced the lollowing Bill: 

H. B. No. 19-185 

AN ACT 

TO lUIIlNU 6 OIC § I ()7 BY lUWWIN(; 'I'D11 l'UOSII(;U'l'lON 

liOn SIlXU1U cuums CmUlI'l'Tlm A(;AINST PIIltSONS 

UNJ)J1lt '1'D11 AGII 011 I a TO (;mUIIlNCII AT l'�'Y 'lUll\. 

Tbe Bill was .-ckITed to the House Committee on JudicialY and OovcJ'l1l11clltal Operations, which 
submitted Standing Committee Report 19-141; adopted 9/15/16. 

THE BILL WAS PASSED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON 

FIRST AND FINAL READING, SEPTE\IBER 15,2016; 
wi/houl amendments and transmitted to the 

THESDATE. 

Tbe Bill was not referred to a Senate COl11miltcc. 
THE BILL WAS PASSED BYTHE SENATE ON FmST AND FINAL READING, OCTOBER 5, 2016; 

wi/houl amendments and HDS returned /0 

THE HOLSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

D ON SEPTEMBER 15,2016. 

ouse Clerk 



:Nineteentfi Legisfature 
of tfie 

Public Law No. 19-72 

Commonweaftfi of tfie :Nortfiern Mariana Isfands 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Third �)ay, Fourth Regular Session 

September 15, 2016 

U. B. No. 19-185 

AN ACT 

TO A�mNn H nlc §I07 BY ALLOWIN(; TOIl I)ROSII(;UTION liOn 

SIIXU1U cnulIIs CmUIIT'I'lm l\(;lUNST 1)lmSONS UNIHIIt TIIII lU;11 

011 18 TO (;mUIIINCII AT l\NY TUllio 

Be it enacted by the Nineteenth Northern .\1arianas Commonwealth 
Legislature: 

Section 1. Findings and Purpose. The Legislature finds that sexual crimes 

2 committed against persons under the age of eighteen (J 8) is a very sensitive issue that not 

3 only af fects the victims, but the overall outlook of our great Commonwealth. The Legislature 

4 also finds that the time limitation for sex crimes committed against persons under the age of 

5 eighteen (18) shall initiate until the alleged victil!l reaches the specified age. Due to the 

6 victim's fear of revealing such disturbing information, the time limitation as set by our 

7 current statute will prove to be detrimental for after the exhaustion of such time limitation, 

8 the allegations shall become null and void and cannot be prosecuted. The Legislature finds 

9 that removing the time limitation will p rove to be beneficial for it will give the victims, 

10 regardless of age and duration since the allc;ged incident, tbe opportun ity to build their 

II confidence and report such incidents knowing tbat the prosecution can begin at any time 

12 regardless of the time duration since the victim reached the age of eighteen (18). 



Public Law No. 19-72 

HOUSE BILL 19-185 

Therefore, the purpose of this Act is to amend 6 CMC § I 07 by allowing the 

2 prosecution for sexual crimes committed against persons under the age of 18 to commence at 

3 any time. 

4 Section 2. Amendment. 6 CMe § I 07 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

5 "§ 107. Time Limitations for Beginning Prosecutions. 

6 (a) A prosecution for murder and for any clime involving sexual contact, 

7 physical or sexual abuse, exhibitionism or sexual exploitation, committed against a 

8 person under the age of I 8 may be commenced at any time. 

9 (b) Except as otherwise provided in this section, prosecutions for offenses 

10 other than traffic offenses are subject to the following time limitations: 

I I (I) A prosecution for an offense which is punishable by imprisonment 

12 for five years or more must be commenced within four years after it is 

13 committed. 

14 (2) A prosecution for an offense which is punishable by imprisonment 

IS for six months or less, or by a fine only must be commenced within one year 

16 after it is committed. 

17 (3) A prosecution for any other offense must be commenced within 

18 two years after it is committed. 

19 (c) If the time limitation set forth in subsection (b) of this section has expired, 

20 a prosecution may nevertheless be commenced for: 

21 (1) Any offense, an element of which is either fraud or a breach of 

22 fiduciary obligation, within one year after discovery of the offense by an 

23 aggIieved party or by a person who has a legal duty to represent an aggrieved 

24 party and who is himself not a party to the offense, but in no case shall this 

25 provision extend the period of limitation otherwise applicable by more than 

26 three years. 

27 (2) Any offense based on misconduct in office by a public officer or 

28 employee at any time when the defendant is in the same public office or 

29 employment or within two years thereafter. 
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Public Law No. 19-72 

HOLSE BILL 19-185 

(3) Any offense for which a pending prosecution results in a dismissal 

withom prejudice within one year from the date of such dismissal. 

(4) Any offense involving or against the fonner Saipan Credit Union, 

or its depositors, shareholders, investors, or guarantors on account of or in 

connection with their intcrest therein, w ithin 10 years after it was committed. 

(d) The time limitation does not run: 

(1) During any time when the accused is absent from this jUlisdiction 

or has no reasonably detenninable place of abode or work within this 

jurisdiction; or 

(2) During any time when a prosecution against the accused is pending 

in this jurisdiction. 

(e) A prosecution is commenced either when an infonnation or complaint is 

filed, or when an alTest walTant or other process IS executed without 

14 unreasonable delay." 

15 Section 3. Severability. ff any provisions of tbis Act or the application of any such 

16 provision to any person or circumstance should be held invalid by a court of competent 

17 jurisdiction, the remainder of this Act or the application of its provisions to persons or 

18 circumstances other thao those to which it is held invalid shall not be affected thereby. 

19  Section 4. Savings Clause. This Act and any repealer contained herein shall not be 

20 construed as affecting any existing right acquired under contract or acquired under stanltes 

2 1  repealed or under any rule, regulation , or order adopted under the statutes. Repealers 

22 contained in this Act shall oot affect any proceeding instituted under or pursuant to prior law. 

23 The enactment of the Act shall not have the effect of tem1inaring. or in any way modifying, 

24 any liability, civil or criminal. which shall already be in existence on the date this Act 

25 becomes effective. 

3 
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HOUSE BILL 19-185 

Section 5. Effective Date. This Act shall take effect upon its approval by the 

2 Govemor, or its becoming law without such approval. 

Allested to by. 

('Crlifled by. 

( 
Lind'a--B..P!.!.lfi 

SPl:!.It.KER RAFAEL S. DEMAPAN 
House of Representatives 
19th Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legis/ature 

"(:016 
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