THIRTEENTH NORTHERN MARIANASCOMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE

Public Law No. 13-34
SECOND REGULAR SESSION, 2002 H.B. NO. 13-173, HS1

AN ACT

To trander the Divison of Veterans Affairs within the Department of Community
and Cultura and Culturd Affairsto the Office of the Governor and to rename it the
Office of Military Liaison and Veteran Affairs, and for other purpose.

BEIT ENACTED BY THE THIRTEENTH NORTHERN MARIANAS
COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE:

Section 1. Short Title. This Act may be cited as the “Military and Veterans
Affars Office Act of 2002.”

Section 2. Purpose. The purpose of this Act is to trandfer the Divison of
Veterans Affars, which is currently under the Depatment of Community and Culturd
Affairs, to the Office of the Governor and to rename it the Office of Military Liaison and
Veteran Affars.

Section 3. Findings. The Legidaiure finds that the Divison of the Veterans
Affars currently under the Depatment of Community and Culturd Affars is
inconsgent with national organizationd settings and as such is not conducive in sarving
the interest of the CNMI and the United States Armed Forces. In its current location, the
Veterans Affars office is impeded in redizing its full potentid especidly when sengtive
military inteligence an operations and nationd security issues are involved. Therefore,
the establishment of nationdly recognized office that would cater to the needs of the
United States Armed Forces in the CNMI, the returning veterans, and those individuals
who gave the ultimate sacrifice for the cause of freedom islong overdue.

The Legidature further finds that the increesng globd insurgencies and the
barbarous act of the September 11 attacks against the United States d America present a
compdling case mantain readiness and to ensure an immediate response to outsde

interference requiring the use of the land, sea and airgpace of the Commonwedlth for
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maneuvering and other military and security training purpose. The CNMI is capable of
making avalable for military use its land and sea as well as its argpace as its contribution
to the Nationd’s military and national security needs. It is dso podtion of the Legidature
that the CNMI Government can contribute to the Homeland Security Act of the United
States of America by avalling its unique arspace, land and sea resources to the United
States military for both short-term and extended periods of the time for purpose of
military and periodic military and civilian civic projects.

As a member of the American politicad family, the CNMI Government may be
required to play an increesng role in defense of the national and security interest of the
United States and as such the Legidature finds that establishing an independent  office of
Military Liason and Veteran Affars under the Office of the Governor is proper and
fitting, timely, and the best interest of the United States and CNMI Governments.

Section 4. Amendment. 1 CMC, Divison 2, Pat 1, Chapter 1 is hereby
amended by adding anew Article designated as Article 6 to read asfollows.

“Article 6. Office of Military Liaison and Veteran Affairs.
Section 101. Office of Military Liaison and Veteran Affars. Edablished

There is hereby edablished within the Office of the Governor, notwithstanding
any language to the contrary, the Office of Military Liaison and Veteran Affars, which
dhdl have its head an Executive Officer for Military Liaison and Veean Affars, who
shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the Governor. The Executive Officer

for Militay Liason and Veean Affars shdl be responsble for the day-to-day
management and operation of the office and shdl have authority over dl militay and
veteran's affairs of the United States Armed Forces in d matters not within the exdusve
jurisdiction of the United States Government.

Section 102. Assstance to Military and Veterans. The Executive Officer

for Military Liason an Veteran Affars shdl be respongble for the day-to-day
management and operation of the office and dhdl have authority over dl military
and veterans affairs of the United States Armed Forces in al matters not within
the exclusve jurigdiction of the United States. The Office of Military Liaison and
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Veteran Affars shdl dso asss veterans returning to the commonwedth after
their tours duty in finding full-time employment. The Office of Military Liason
and Veteran Affairs shdll:

(&) Formulate plans an policies, develop a comprehensive
gpproach coordinate and /or implement programs or activities that result in
an improve relaionship between the Commonwedth and U.S. Armed
Forces. The office shdl be a sngle point of contact and clearinghouse on
matters reative the U.S. military and U.S. veteran affairsin the CNMI.

(b) Encourage the use of the Commonwesdlth, especidly the
Northern Idands, as a place where the U.S. military can conduct its
readiness and training exercises.

(c) Act asaliaison between the U.S. Armed Forces and the
Commonwedth on matters rdating to the use of the CNMI’s land, sea and
arrgpace for military purposes.

(d) Act asaliaison between vidting U.S. Armed Forces and the
military ship and /or units and the Commonweslth.

(e) Provide assistance to the members of the U.S. Armed Forces
who are on officid vist to the Commonwedth.

() Communicate with the various branches of the U.S. military
and encourage the use of the Commonwedth as a place for rest and
relaxation a wel as coordinate community relations project in the CNMI
with the military.

(g) Provide generd counsding and assistance to CNMI residents
who aspire to join the U. S. Armed Forces in regard to military benefits,
and procedures and processes of enlisting in the U.S. Armed Forces, and
guidance in digning ther military gods and objectives with their career
aspirations in order to learn occupations that can be of benefit to them
when they are discharged and return to the Commonwedl th.
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(h) Maintain gatigtica records on dl military and veteran activity

within the Commonwedth and submit written reports to the Governor and
the Legidature on a periodic bass rddive to the daus of U.S. military
needs and local veteransin the CNMI.

(i) Fadlitate imely communication on behdf of locd veterans

with the appropriate branch of the U.S. Armed Forces rdative to

identification care (ID) renewa or replacement, medica and retirement
benefits, and other benefit deemed appropriate.

() Assg veterans returning to the Commonwedlth after their tours

on duty find full-time employment and shall;

(1) Assst unemployed veteransreceive dl
available military federd and locd benefits that they are entitled to
or digiblefor.

(2) Givereasonable clerica and
adminidrative asssance returning veterans who ae activey
searching for employment in the CNMI.

(3) Givereasonable clerica and
adminidrative assstance returning veterans who desire to pursue
their educations.

(4) Keep gatistical records of the
employment datus of veterans in the Commonwedth, and make
such records public, insofar as it may be compatible with persond
privacy and confidentidity.
(k) Perform such other duties as may be assigned by the Governor.

Section 103.  Discrimination Againg Veterans Prohibited. No person
dhdl disriminge agang any other person in employment, including but not limited to
hiring, promotion, dismissal, and the granting of appropriate sdary and benefit because

of prior military service in the United States Armed Forces or Reserves. Any violaion of

this section shdl be:
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@ punishable by afine or not more than $2,000; and
(b) actionable as a civil tort within the jurisdiction of the

Northern Mariana Idands. A court that has found such discrimination may

grant punitive damagesiif it deemsfit.”

Section 5. Trangtion.

@ All records and property (including office equipment) of
the Divison of the Veeans Affars within the Depatment of Community and
Culturd Affars, and dl records and property used primarily in the administration
of the Dividon of Veerans Affars within the Depatment of Community and
Culturd Affars, and al personnd used in the adminidration of the Divison of
Veaegans Affars within the Depatment of Community and Culturd Affars
(including employees whose chief duties reate to such adminidration) are hereby
tranderred to the Office of the Military Liason and Veteran Affars, Office of the
Governor.

(b) The unexpended balance of appropriations, alocations,
dlotments, or other funds avalable for the use by the Divison of Veterans
Affars within the Depatment of Community and Culturd Affars shdl be
transferred to the Office of Military liason and Veteran Affars, Office of the
Governor. In the transfer of such funds, an amount shdl be included for the
liquidetion of obligationsincurred prior to the transfer.

(© All budgeted full-time (FTE) employee positions, vehicles,
office furniture, equipment and office and operation supplies currently assigned to
the Divison of Veterans Affars are hereby trandferred to the Office of Military
Liaison and Veteran Affairs.

Section 6. Funding. The Governor shdl either identify new sources of funding
or reprogram exiging fund, for the initid budget of the Office. Theredfter, the Executive
Officer shdl include in an annud budget request to the Governor and the Legidature for
the operation and personnel needs of the Office of Military Liaison and Veteran Affairs.
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Section 7. Repealer. PL 916, codified as 1 CMC, Divison 2, Part 1, Chapter 2
Article 4, Sections 2391 through 22394, is hereby repedled in its entirety.

Section 8. Severability. If any provison of this Act or the application of any
such provison to any person or circumstance should be hdd invdid by a court of
competent juridiction, the remainder of this Act or the gpplication of its provisons to
persons circumgances other than those to which it is hdd invdid shdl not be affected
thereby.

Section 9. Saving Clause. This Act an any repeder contained herein shal no be
condrued as affecting any existing right acquired under contract or acquired under Statute
repedled or under any rule, regulation or order adopted under the Statutes. Repeders
contained in this Act shal not affect any proceeding indituted under or pursuant to prior
law. This enactment of this Act shdl not have the effect of terminating, or in any way
modifying, any liddility, avil or caimind, which shal dready be in exigence a the dae
this Act, becomes effective.

Section 10. Effective Date. This Act shdl take effect upon its gpprova by the

Governor or upon it becoming law without such gpproval.

CERTIFIED BY. ATTESTED TO BY.
Isl Isl
Heinz S. Hofschneider Evelyn C. Heming
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE House CLERK

Approved this5th day of December, 2002

Is/

Juan N. Babauta
GOVERNOR
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA |SLANDS
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