THIRTEENTH NORTHERN MARIANASCOMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE

Public Law 13-9
FIRST REGULAR SESSION, 2002 SENATE BILL

NO. 13-12, HS1

AN ACT

To amend 4 CMC § 8131(a) regarding the qudifications of the board
of directors of the Commonwedth Utilities Corporation; and for other
pUrposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE THIRTEENTH NORTHERN MARIANAS
COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE:

Section 1. Findings The Legidature finds that the qudification requirements for to
become a member of the board of directors of the Commonwedlth Utilities Corporation
(CUC) or other public boards or commissons is unduly redrictive with respect to the
members gppointed from the idands of Tinian and Rota Because the population of these
two idands is quite smdl compared to Sapan and a large mgority of resdents on Tinian
and Rota work for the government, the pool from which to appoint prospective board
members is severdly limited. Therefore, the purpose of this act is to give the Governor the
discretion to gppoint members to represent Tinian and Rota on the CUC board, respectively,
who are otherwise qudified but for their employment with the governmen.

Section 2. Amendment.

@ 4 CMC § 8131(a) isamended to read asfollows:

“8§ 8131. Board of Directors. Established

€) The corporation shal be governed by a board of directors
composed of eight members. The Governor shal gppoint the members with
the advice and consent of the Senate; provided, however, that no employee or
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offidd of the Commonwedth govenment (incduding any agency,
indrumentdity, or politicd subdivison thereof) shal be gppointed except as
explicitly authorized by this section; provided, further, that no person shdl be
gppointed who does not have a least an Associate of Arts degree from an
accredited postsecondary  educational  inditution. Except as explicitly
provided by this section, title 1, divison 2, part 2 [1 CMC 8§ 2901 &t s=q], is
gpplicableto the board. The board shdl be composed as follows:

(@) At least one member shdl be from Tinian and & least
one member shdl be from Rota, provided that the Governor, a his
discretion, may appoint a peson who is a Commonwedth
government officia or employee;

2 At least two members shall be women,

(3 At leest one member shdl be from off-idand with
utility management experience; and

4) At lesst five membes dshdl possess a minimum of
three years private sector business or professond background.”

(b) 1 CMC 8§ 2901(a) is amended asfollows:

“§2901. Appointments. Generdl.

@ No person may be appointed as a department head, or a
member of a boad or commisson who is not a resdent of the
Commonwedlth and who is not a citizen or a nationd of the United States
and a least 18 years of age. The appointing authority may waive the
requirement of Commonwedth resdence when in its judgment the technicd
or professona expertise of a potential gppointment is of criticad importance.
Notwithstanding any provison of lav to the contrary, the appointing
authority may wave any dautory employment redriction with the exception
of those convicted of a fdony, imposed on the gppointment when such
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redriction, in the judgment of the agppointing authority, would place an undue
burden by limiting the pool of otherwise qudified potentia appointees.”

Section 3. Seveability. If any provison of this Act or the gpplication of any such
provison to any person or circumgance should be held invadid by a court of competent
juridiction, the remainder of this Act or the gpplication of its provisons to persons or
circumstances other than those to which it isheld invalid shal not be affected thereby.

Section 4. Savings Clause. This Act and any repeder contained herein shdl not be
condrued as affecting any existing right acquired under contract or acquired under statutes
repeded or under any rule, regulation or order adopted under the dsatutes. Repeders
contained in this Act shdl not affect any proceeding indtituted under or pursuant to prior
lawv. The enactment of this Act shdl not have the effect of terminating, or in any way
modifying, any liability, civil or crimind, which shdl dready be in exigence a the date this
Act becomes effective.

Section 5. Effective Date. This Act shdl take effect upon its gpprovd by the
Governor or its becoming law without such gpproval.

CERTIFIED BY. ATTESTED TO BY:
/s /s
PAUL A. M ANGLONA THOMASP. VILLAGOMEZ
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE SENATE LEGISLATIVE SECRETARY

Approved this 17" day June, of 2002

Isl

JUAN N. BABAUTA
Governor
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA |SLANDS
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