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AN ACT

To protect, conserve and prohibit the hunting of the Commonwealth Bird (Tottot)
defined in 1 CMC § 233; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE TWELFTH NORTHERN MARIANAS
COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE:

Section 1.  Short Title.  This act may be cited as “Commonwealth Bird Protection Act of
2000.”

Section 2.  Findings and Purposes.  The legislature finds that there is a need to protect,
conserve and prohibit the hunting of the Commonwealth Bird (Tottot) designated under 1 CMC §
233, to allow its survival and availability for the future CNMI generation.  Therefore, it is the purpose
of this act to include the protection of the Commonwealth Bird (Paluman Tottot) under 2 CMC, Div.
5, § 5108.

Section 3.  Declaration of Protection.  The legislature hereby declare the protection of the
Commonwealth Bird (Paluman Tottot) under 2 CMC, Div. 5, § 5108, including all rules and
regulations promulgated thereunder.

Section 4.  Severability.  If any provision of this Act or the application of any such provision
to any person or circumstance should be held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the
remainder of this Act or the application of its provisions to persons or circumstances other than those
to which it is held invalid shall not be affected thereby.

Section 5.  Savings Clause.  This Act and any repealer contained herein shall not be construed
as affecting any existing right acquired under contract or acquired under statutes repealed or under
any rule, regulation or order adopted under the statutes.  Repealers 
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contained in this Act shall not affect any proceeding instituted under or pursuant to prior law.  The
enactment of this Act shall not have the effect of terminating, or in any way modifying, any liability,
civil or criminal, which shall already be in existence at the date this Act becomes law.

Section 6.  Effective Date.  Upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law
without such approval.

CERTIFIED BY:                      ATTESTED BY:

          /s/ Thomas P. Villagomez                  /s/  Joaquin G. Adriano            
   THOMAS P. VILLAGOMEZ       JOAQUIN G. ADRIANO
      Acting President of the Senate         Senate Legislative Secretary

       Approved     this     26     day of    June   , 2000th

                                /s/   Pedro P. Tenorio                               
PEDRO P. TENORIO

Governor
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
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