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AN ACT

Kequiring MPLC to \\:aive certain pre-1978 requiremenls in its
agricultural homestead program b>r amending 2 CMC Sections
4323; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NORTHERN hIARIANAS COkIMONWEALTI-I
LEGISLATURE:

Section 1. Findings and Purpose. The present law gives MPLC the

discretion to \vaive pre-1978 requirements for agricultural homesteads for

persons \vho can demonstrate 15 >.ears of continuous and actual occupanc~~

of public land used for agricultural  purposes. The  purpose  of th i s
- -

legislation is to require r\lPLC to \vai\:c those requirements thus rtmo\Fing

~IPLC’s discretion in these matters. This change is required because the

I.egislature finds that numerous persons have demonstrated actual and

cont inuous  use  of  the  land before 1978 and have re located \\:ith the

government commitment that alternati\;e land lvould be provided. These

persons are still \\pithout agricultural homestead. A required, rather than

discretionary*, \vai\-er o f  r e q u i r e m e n t s s h o u l d  rcmed!. t h e  c u r r e n t

inequitable situation.

Section 2. Amendment. 2 ChIC Section 4323 is amended 10 read as

I’ollo\\~s:

“Section 4323. Wail-cr of Ilomestcad Rcuuircmcnts. The

bIaria1la.s  P u b l i c  L a n d  C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  1t.ail.e an>

rcquircmcnts ,  l imi ta t ions  or  regula t ions  rclaling to the

a g r i c u l t u r a l  homesteading p r o g r a m  i n  cl‘l’cct to p r i o r  t o
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bc legall). cnlitled lo all the rights and interests of o\\.ncrship

procedurcs and t-equircmcnts so1 grant ing 01‘ dcccls

established under Section 4324.”

Section 4. Se\~Cxbilit\,. If an\’ section of this Act or an). regulation

be declared in\-alid oris issued under the authority to this Act should

u n e n f o r c e a b l e  b y  a  c o u r t  o f  c o m p e t e n t  j u r

determination shall not affect the validit>- of the

,isdiction, the  judic ia l

Act oi- regulations as a

whole, or any part declared in\:alid or unenforceable.

Section 5. Effecti\-e Date. This Act shall take effect upon its appro\Tal

by the Go\:ernor or upon its becoming law without such approval.
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