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SEVENTH NORTHERN MARI ANAS COVMONWEALTH LEGQ SLATURE

PUBLI C LAWND 7/-51

FOURTH REGULAR SESSI QN, 1991 SENATE Bl LL NO. _7-109

AN ACT

To anmend the Coastal Resources Managenent Act [2 CMC
section 1511, subsections(a? (11) and (17)], in order
to assert Comonwealth laws and standards as
prevailing over federal |aws and standards; and for
ot her purposes.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE NORTHERN MARI ANAS COVMONWEALTH LEG SLATURE:

Section 1. Fi ndi ngs. The Legislature finds that
Commonweal t h envi ronnment al policies and needs are frequently
subor di nat edt o f ederal standards and pol i ci es whi ch, al t hough
good inintent, bear little relevance to Commonweal t h needs,
subordi nate self-determnation to federal intervention and
result in unnecessary conflict. Such conflict is contrary to
the long term economc and political interests of the
Comonweal t h.

Section 2. Arendnent . 2 CMC, Section 1511(a),

Subsection (11) is anended to read as foll ows:

"(11) Recognize and respect locations and
properties of historical significance throughout the
Commonweal th, and ensure that devel opnent which woul d
disrupt, alter, or destroy these, 1is subject to
Commonweal th | aws and regul ations.”

Section 3. Anendnent . 2 CMC, Section 1511(a),

Subsection (17) is amended to read as fol |l ows:

"'(17) Protect all coastal resources, particularly
sand, corals and fish from taking beyond sustainable
| evel s and in the case of marine mammal s and any speci es
on the Commonweal th Endangered Species List, from any

t aki ng what soever. "
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Section 4. Severability. Should a court of conpetent
jurisdiction hold any portion of this Act to be invalid, the
remai nder of this Act shall not be affected by such hol di ng.

Section 5. Effective Date. This Act shall take effect
upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becomng |aw

w t hout such approval .
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