RLBLI C LAW NO 7-25

SEVENTH NORTHERN MAR ANAS COVWONWEALTH LEGQ SLATURE HOUSE BI LL

NQ 7-150, HDI

FOURTH SPECI AL SESSI QN, 1990

AN ACT

To establish a judicial building fund; to amend Title 1
CMC, Dvision 3, by adding new Section 3405-3409 to
Chapter 4 providing for and regulating a judicial
bui I ding fund; and for other purposes.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE NCRTHERN MAR ANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGQ SLATURE:
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Section 1. Short Title. This Act may be cited as "The
Judicial Building Fund Act to 1990".

Section 2 Purpose. The purpose of this bill is to
establish a judicial building fund dedi cated to financing the
construction and furnishing of an appropriate structure to
house t he courts of the Commonweal t h.

Section 3. Findings. The Legislature finds that he
exi stingfacilities housingthe Coormonweal t h Suprene Court and
t he Commonweal th Superior Court are inadequate to neet the
current and anticipated future needs of both institutions.
Construction of a new building or buildings containing
facilities for both the Suprene Court and the Superior Court
woul d be the nost efficient use of public funds by conbi ni ng
certain necessary elenents such as a library. Funding for
such a structure is best provided by establishing a buil ding
fund derived fromjudicial fees collected by the courts and
dedi cat ed excl usively for new courthouse facilities.

Section 4. Arendnent. Title 1 OMC, Dvision 3, (P. L

No. 6-25) is anended by adding to Chapter 4 the-foll ow ng new

sections to read:
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"Section 3405. Est abl i shing of the Judici al

Bui | di ng Fund. There is hereby established a

speci al fund within the Departnent of Fi nance which
shall be known and designated as the Judicial

Bui | di ng Fund. Gommenci ng on t he ef fective date of
this Act, all crimnal and civil fines and all

revenues collected by the courts of the
Commonweal th pursuant to Section 3403 (a) and (b)

of Public Law No. 6-25 or fines or fees collected
pursuant to any other law and remtted or paid to
t he Commonweal th treasury pursuant to 7 CMC Secti on
3206 and 7 CMC Section 3251 shall be deposited and
credited to the Judicial Building Fund.

Section 3406. Purpose of the Judicial

Bui | di ng Fund. The purposes of the Judicial
Building Fund shall be to pay the expenses to
construct and furnish a suitable building or
buildings for the Judicial Branch of the
Government. These expenses shall include, but not
limted to. The costs of professional assistance
for pl anning, engineering and architectural
services; site acquisition; the cost of
construction of the building or buildings; the
furnishing of sanme, including any equi pnent, |aw
books or other itens necessary to mnake the
facilities fully functional for the operations of

t he Judi ci al Branch.
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Section 3407. Managenent and Control of the
Judicial Building Fund. The Fund shall be expended

by the Governor according to the "Planning and
Budgeting Act of 1983", as anended. The Governor
shall consult closely with the Chief Justice as to
t he needs and requirenents of the Judicial Branch
for the construction of the judicial,facilities.

Secti on 3408. Use of the Judicial Building
Fund. In order to expedite the construction of the
judicial facility, the GCovernor may— use the
Judicial Building Fund as collateral for the
advancenent of architectural, desi gn and
construction services. G her funds as properly
all ocated pursuant by local or federal |aw, may
also be used by the GCovernor to augnent the
Judicial Building Fund for the conpletion of the
judicial facilities.

Secti on 3409. Termnation of the Judicia

Bui l ding Fund. Upon certification by the Drector

of Finance that all expenses and debts for the
judicial facility have been paid in full and
di scharged, the Judicial Building Fund shall cease
to exist and any funds remai ning therein shall be
deposited in the General Fund, and fromthe date of
certification all further revenue produced by the
courts of the Commonweal th shall be deposited in

t he General Fund. "
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Section 5 Severability. If any section of this Act or

any regul ati on i ssued under the authority of this Act should
be declared invalid or unenforceable by a court of conpetent
jurisdiction, the judicial determnationshall not affect the
validity of the Act or regulations as a whole, or any part
t hereof, other than the particular part declared invalid or
unenf or ceabl e.

Section 6. Ef fective Date. This Act shall take effect

upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becom ng |aw

wi t hout such approval .

CERTI FI ED BY. ATTESTED BY:

THOVAS P VI LLAGOMEZ Y LEM NG
Acting Speaker use cl

House of Representatives

AFPPCyyz/>  this /S ot day of 274254 , 1991

Gover nor _
Commonweal th of the Northern Mari ana | sl ands
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