
PUBLIC LAW NO. 5-41 
FIFTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEG ISLATUR E HOUSE RILL NO. 5-15 

THIRD REGULAR SESSION, 1987 

_--_-_-.----.----------------------------------------------------------------,  

A LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVE 

To amend various prov is ions o f  A r t i c l e  V I  o f  t he  Commonwealth 
Cons t i t u t i on  so as t o  maintain t h e  Of f i ce  of the Mayor o f  Saipan 
a f t e r  the  second Monday o f  January 1990 and t o  es tab l i sh  a  M u n i c i ~ a l  
Council s i m i l a r  as t o  t h a t  prev ious ly  establ ished f o r  the Islands o f  
T in ian  and Rota, and f o r  o ther  purposes. 

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE FIFTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMDNWEALTH LEG ISLATURE : 

Sect ion 1. Short T i t l e .  This Act may be re fe r red  t o  as "The Saipa ..----------- 

Mayor's Office Leg i s l a t i ve  I n i t i a t i v e  Act o f  1987." 

Sect ion 2. Purpose and Findings. Pursuant t o  A r t i c l e  X V I I ,  .-- --------------- - 
Sect ion 3 o f  the  Commnwealth Const i tu t ion,  the purpose of t h i s  Act i s  

t o  approve a  Leg i s l a t i ve  I n i t i a t i v e  t o  p lace before the  voters i n  the 

November 7, 1987 General E lec t ion proposed amendments t o  A r t i c l e  V I  of 

the C o n w e a l t h  Cons t i tu t ion  which w i l l  maintain the  Office of the Mayor 

of Saipan a f t e r  the second Monday o f  January 1990, and w i l l  es tab l i sh  a  

Municipal Council f o r  Saipan s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  which the C o n s t i b t i o n  

providqs f o r  t he  Islands o f  Rota, and, T in ian and Aguiguan. The 

Legi sal t u r e  f i nds  tha t :  

(a) Const i tu t iona l  Amendment No. 25, approved i n  the 

November, 1985 General Elect ion,  se t  i n t o  motion the  f ramemrk 

t o  e l im ina te  the  Saipan Mayor's O f f i c e  on the Second Monday o f  

January, 1990, t o  be replaced by fou r  Prec inc t  Commissioners. 

(b) The research conducted by the  Const i tu t iona l  

Convention Committee which presented Amendment No. 25 was 

based on f i n d i n g  conducted i n  a  very shor t  per iod of time. 

( c )  I n  the  General E lec t ion o f  November, 1985, a t o t a l  

o f  1,579 voters  who went t o  the p o l l s  f a i l e d  t o  cas t  a vote 

on Amndment NO. 25, which ind ica ted  a la rge number of voters 
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were n o t  sure o f  the issues which t h i s  Amendment involved o r  

were f a m i l i a r  enough w i th  the subject t o  cast  a  vote. 

(d) The r e s u l t s  of the November, 1985 General E lec t i on  

more c l e a r l y  ind ica ted  t h a t  the people o f  Saipan s t i l l  des i re  

t o  continue the Of f i ce  o f  the  Mayor o f  Saipan. 

(e)  The o f f i c e s  o f  the  fou r  p rec inc t  canmissioners, as 

created by Amendment No. 25, w i l l  n o t  r e s u l t  i n  economic 

savings t o  the  Commonwealth taxpayers nor w i l l  there be a  

su i tab le  subs t i t u t e  f o r  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and serv ices 

which are now being provided b y  t he  Saipan Ma.yorls O f f i ce  t o  

the  res idents  and people o f  Saipan. 

( f )  During the past  several months the people o f  Saipan, 

through pe t i t i ons ,  have f r e e l y  expressed t h e i r  utmost concern 

t h a t  Amendment No. 25, t o  abo l ish  the Saipan Mayor's O f f i c e  

was a  regre t tab le  a c t i o n  and one which they would now l i k e  t o  

reverse. 

(g) That i t  i s  now des i rab le  t o  a? low the people of 

Saipan another oppor tun i ty  t o  express t h e i r  t r u e  fee l ings  by  

again being able t o  vote on t h i s  issue i n  the November, 1987 

General Elect ion.  

L e ~ i  s la t i v e  I n i t i a t i v e .  The F i f t h  Northern Marianas Sect ion 3 .  - ------------------- 
C m m n w a l t h  Leg is la tu re  does hereby approve the f o l  lowing I n i t i a t i v e  be 

placed on the  b a l l o t  on the nlovember, 1987 General E lec t i on  so t h a t  the 

people a re  given an opportuni ty t o  express t h e i r  t r u e  fee l ings concernfng 

the  a b o l i t i o n  of the Saipan Mayor's Off ice: 
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" A  PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

"To amend A r t i c l e  V I  r e l a t i n g  t o  Local Government and 

decentral i zed  del i v e r y  o f  pub1 i c  services. 

"I. A r t i c l e  V I  i s  amended toCread: 

"Section 1. +- Local --------------- Goverment. Agenci es o f  l oca l  goverment 

s h a l l  be establ ished as provided by t h i s  a r t i c l e .  

"Section 2. .--- E lec t i on  ----- -- o f  --- Mayor. --- The q u a l i f i e d  voters f r an  

Rota, T i n i an  and Aguiguan, Saipan, and t he  is lands nor th  o f  Saipan 

sha l l  e l e c t  a  mayor f o r  each i s l and  o r  group o f  is lands.  

(a )  A mayor s h a l l  be q u a l i f i e d  t o  vote i n  the  

i s l a n d  o r  is lands served by the mayor, a t  l e a s t  

twenty- f ive years o f  age, a res iden t  and dom ic i l i a r y  

o f  the i s l a n d  o r  is lands served b y  the mayor f o r  a t  

l e a s t  three years immediately preceding the date on 

which the  mayor take o f f i ce ,  and must res ide i n  the 

i s l and  o r  i s lands  served by the  mayor a f t e r  each 

e lec t ion,  and s h a l l  meet o the r  qua1 i f i c a t i o n s  

provided by  law. No person convicted o f  a fe lony  i n  

the Commnwealth o r  i n  an area under the j u r i s d i c t i o n  

o f  t h e  United States may be e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h i s  o f f i c e  

unless a  f u l l  pardon has been granted. 

( b )  The mayor s h a l l  be e lec ted a t  a  r egu la r  

general e l e c t i o n  f o r  a  term o f  o f f i c e  o f  f o u r  .years 

and may no t  ho ld  t h a t  o f f i c e  f o r  more than two t e rns .  

A vacancy i n  the Of f i ce  o f  Mayor sha l l  be f i l  led  by 
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2 remains and otherwise as provided b y  law. 

3 "Sect ion 3. R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and Dut ies  o f  t h e  Mayor. 
-_.-- ------ ------ -- ------- ------.-_---- -.- - 

4 (a )  A mayor s h a l l  Serve on t h e  Governor's 

5 Council as es tab l ished b y  Sect ion  5 o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  

6 ( b )  A mayor s h a l l  admin is ter  governmnt  

programs, pub1 i c  services, and approp r ia t i ons  

provided b y  law, f o r  t h e  i s l a n d  o r  i s l ands  served by 

t h e  mayor, and s h a l l  r e p o r t  q u a r t e r l y  t o  t h e  

10 governor, r e l a t i n g  t o  these programs and serv ices  o r  

11 appropr ia t ions .  

12  (c) A mayor may i n v e s t i g a t e  canp la in ts  and 

13 conduct p u b l i c  hear ings w i t h  respect  t o  government 

operat ions and l o c a l  matters, and may submit 

f i n d i n g s  o r  recommendations t o  t h e  governor and t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e .  A mayor may r e q u i r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  

w r i t i n g  r e l a t i n g  t o  l o c a l  mat ters as may be necessary 

t o  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  under t h i s  subsect ion. 

( d )  The Mayors o f  Rota, T i n i a n  and Aguiguan, 

Saipan, and t h e  is lands n o r t h  o f  Saipan, i n  

c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Munic ipa l  Counci l ,  s h a l l  

submit  i tans f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  proposed budgets 

f o r  bo th  governmnt  operat ions and c a p i t a l  

improvement p ro jec ts .  The governor 's  budget 

submission t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  s t a t e  h i s  
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d i  spos i t i on  of the budgetary requests contained 

i n  the submissions received from the  Mayors. 

(e) A mayor s h a l l  coordinate any extension 

of federal programs extehded t o  the i stand o r  

is lands served by the mayor. 

( f )  A major s h a l l  a c t  as the p r i nc i pa l  l oca l  

o f f i c i a l  f o r  coordinat ing a c t i v i  t i e s  w i  t h  d i sas te r  

con t ro l  f o r  the mob i l i za t ion  of resources and 

m e t i n g  emergency condi t ions i n  the i s l a n d  o r  

is lands served by the mayor. 

(g)  The Mayors of Rota, and, T in ian  and 

Aguiguan, s h a l l  appoint, i n  consu l ta t ion w i th  t he  

head of the respect ive executive branch department, 

a1 1 res ident  department heads. 

(h)  A mayor sha l l  perform o the r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

provided by law. 

"Section 4. ..C,o,rnte_~~a_t_i,o_fi. A mayor sha l l  receive an annual 

salary,  p lus  an a1 lowance f o r  reasonable expenses as provided by  

law. 

Governor's Council . The mayors elected under "Section 5.  ------_------------ 
Section 2, t he  executive ass is tants  appointed under A r t i c l e  111, 

Section 18, and the chairmen o f  the Municipal Councils s h a l l  be 

members of a Governor's Council t h a t  s h a l l  advise t.he governor 

on goverrnent operatfons and loca l  matters. The governor s h a l l  

preside over the  Council which s h a l l  m e t  r egu la r l y  o r  a t  least 
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four t imes each year t o  consider matters concerning the 

re l a t i onsh ip  between t h e  Commonwealth and i t s  separate is lands.  

"Section 6. ..------ Municieal -__-___--_- Council s. 

( a )  There sha l l  be' municipal counci ls  f o r  Rota, 

T in ian  and Aguiguan, Saipan and the  is lands no r t h  

of Saipan, t o  be composed o f  three members, e lec ted 

a t - la rge i n  the  i s l a n d  o r  is lands t o  be served and 

on a non-partisan basis. Candidates f o r  municipal 

counci l  sha l l  be a t  l e a s t  twenty-one years o f  age, a 

res iden t  of the  munic ipa l i  ty f o r  a t  l eas t  three and 

s h a l l  serve f o r  a term of two years. Each counci l  

s h a l l  adopt i t s  own Rules o f  Procedures. 

(b )  I n  the  case of a vacancy i n  a municipal 

counc i l ,  the mayor o f  the i s l and  o r  is lands served 

by the  counci l  s h a l l  appoint  the unsuccessful 

candidate f o r  the o f f i c e  i n  the l a s t  e l ec t i on  f o r  

the counci l  who received the  next h ighest  number of 

votes. Otherwise, the mayor s h a l l  appo in t  a person 

from the i s l a n d  o r  is lands served w i t h  the advise 

and consent of the l e g i s l a t i v e  delegat ion o f  t h e  

senator ia l  d i s t r i c t  f o r  t h a t  i s l a n d  o r  islands. 

"Section 7. .,,,,,,L---,,-- Powrs  Meetings -------- and Comgensations. ---------- 
(a) The municipal counci ls  s h a l l  meet i n  

regu la r  session no more than twice a month, and 

s h a l l  be paid f o r  each meeting as provided by law. 
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The mayor, o r  a  ma jo r i t y  o f  t he  members o f  the 

counc i l  , may c a l l  speci a1 sessions o f  the counc i l  

as needed. The powers o f  the municipal counci ls  

s h a l l  extend t o  a1 l l o c a b t t e r s  o f  a predominately 

loca l  nature n o t  pre-empted by  t he  Commnweal t h  

Leg is la ture ,  and s h a l l  inc lude the  f o l  lowing: 

(1) Ass is t  the mayor i n  the formulat ion 

of the annual budget de l inea t ing  l oca l  needs, 

(2 )  A t  the request o f  an Executive Branch 

depar tmnt  head, i n  consu l ta t ion  w i th  the mayor, 

the counci l  s h a l l  have the au tho r i t y  t o  approve 

reprogramming o f  funds i n  the approved budget, 

(3) To conf i rm a1 1 res ident  depa rtment heads 

which a re  s ta t ioned on t h e i r  i s l and  o r  is lands,  

(4) When a mayor i s  unable t o  discharge 

the  du t ies  o f  o f f i c e  b y  reason o f  phys ica l  o r  

mental d i s a b i l i t y ,  the  p res id ing  o f f i c e r  o f  the 

municipal counc i l  s h a l l  be a c t i n g  mayor. If 

the pres id ing o f f i ce r  i s  n o t  avai lable,  another 

member s h a l l  be selected b y  the  counc i l  t o  

serve, and 

( 5 )  Addi t i ona l  powers and du t ies  a s  

provided b y  law. 

'IS e c t i on 8. .A,geec,ie_~, -gf L,O,C_%~- 1 C ; _ . ~ ~ ~ 2 L % ! l ~ ~  

(a )  The chartered rmn i c i pa l i  t y  form of local 

goverment on Rota, and, T i n i an  and Aguiguan, i s  
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
1 hereby establ  i shed. Local taxes pa id  t o  the  chartered 

2 municipal governments o f  Rota, and, T in ian and 

3 Aguiguan, and Saipan may be expended f o r  loca l  pub l i c  

4 purposes on the i s l a n d  OF is lands  producing those 

5 revenues. New agencies o f  l oca l  goverrment may no t  

6 be establ ished wi thout  the a f f i r m a t i v e  vote o f  

7  two-thirds of the persons qua1 i f i e d  t o  vote  f r an  the  

8 i s l a n d  o r  is lands t o  be served b y  the  proposed 

9 agency of l oca l  goverrment. " 

10 Sect ion 4. .S,e_v_e_~a_biJi&. If any p rov is ion  o f  t h i s  Act i s  he ld  

11 i n v a l i d  by  a  cour t  o f  cunpetent j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  the  remainder o f  t h i s  Act 

12 s h a l l  n o t  be a f f ec ted  thereby. 

13 Sect ion 5. - Effect ive -- - ----- - Date. -- - - This Act s h a l l  take e f f ec t  upon i t s  

14 approval b y  t he  Governor o r  upon i t s  becoming law wi thout  such approval. 

15 Pursuant t o  A r t i c l e  X V I I I ,  Section 3 o f  the Const i tu t ion,  t h i s  Act may 

16 n o t  be vetoed by the  Governor. The amendments t o  the  Consi tut ion a s  

17 proposed i n  t h i s  Act s h a l l  take e f f e c t  upon approval by t he  voters i n  

18 t h e  General E lec t ion  i n  November, 1987. 

ATTEST : 

-a 

MY- 4 I 
--. . - - - - - -CI I  

Cannonweal t h  o f  the Northern Marlana Islands 
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