
PUBLIC LAW 5-45 

FIFTH NORTHERN FlARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATIJRE SENATE BILL NO. 5-1 18, 
H.D. 1 

THIRD REGULAR SESSION, 1987 

AN ACT 

To e s t a b l i s h  a monument t o  enshr ine  t h e  memory o f  those of t h e  
Commonwealth, who have been l o s t  a t  sea and whose bodies have n o t  
been found, and t o  e s t a b l i s h  a Commonwealth Day o f  Observance of  
t h e  HA'ANEN NAFTAN I TASI, and f o r  o t h e r  purposes. 

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE FIFTH NORTHERN MARIANAS CCPIF1ONWEALTH LEGISLATURE : 

Sect ion  1. Short  T i t l e  L ----.--- F indings -----..-- and Purpose. ---- 
(a)  .-..--------- Short  T i t l e .  Th is  Ac t  may be c i t e d  as t h e  

"Bodies L o s t  t o  t h e  Sea Memorial Act  o f  1987." 

(b )  ------- Findings. - Many men and women have been l o s t  

w h i l e  a t  sea i n  t h e  waters surrounding t h e  Northern 

rlariana Is lands,  and i n  several  cases t h e  v i c t i m ' s  body 

has n o t  been recovered and p r o p e r l y  i n te rned  b y  o u r  

sacred customs and f a i t h .  

(c )  ..-- Putpose. ---- While t h e  l o s s  o f  a loved one i s  a 

deeply mournful agony t o  t h e  f a m i l y  under any 

c i r cms tance ,  i t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  hear t - render ing,  when 

the  body cannot be recovered and i n t e r n e d  i n  h o l y  ground; 

where t h e r e  i s  n o t  i d e n t i f i a b l e  r e s t i n g  p lace o f  t h e  body, 

where bereaved f a m i l y  members and f r i e n d s  can gather  t o  

o f f e r  t h e i r  prayers. It i s  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  i n t e n t  and 

purpose o f  t h i s  Act t o  consecrate a p l o t  o f  land on t h e  

i s l a n d  o f  Saipan as t h e  f i n a l  r e s t i n g  p lace of a l l  those 
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and on t h e  p l o t  o f  land t o  e r e c t  a  monument bear ing  t h e  

names o f  t h e  l o s t  ones, thus p r o v i d i n g  a  s h r i n e  f o r  t h e i r  

souls,  t o  be known as "NAFTAN I TASI" (Tomb O f  The Sea); 

and t o  p rov ide  a  s p e c i f i c  day o f  observance of t h e i r  

memory, a  day when a l l  t h e  people o f  t h e  Commonwealth 

would u n i t e  i n  p raye r  a t  t h i s  tanb o r  s h r i n e  f o r  these 

r e l a t i v e s  and f r i e n d s .  

Sec t ion  2. E.Est,a_&is_~-e_r&. There i s hereby es tab l  i shed a  

mnument i n  memory o f  those beloved ones who were l o s t  a t  sea 

surrounding t h e  Northern Marianas and whose bodies were n o t  recovered. 

Sect ion 3. Locat ion  and Real Estate. . ----------------------- - 
(a) Loca t i on  o f  t h e  monument s h a l l  be a t  t h e  

Agingan Point ,  Saipan, and i n  f u l l  view o f  t h e  sea. 

(b) The Marianas Pub l i c  Land Corporat ion s h a l l ,  

pursuant t o  i t s  a u t h o r i t y  b y  A r t i c l e  X I  o f  t h e  

Commonwealth C o n s t i t u t i o n  and 2 CMC, Sec t ion  4113, 

prov ided t o  t h e  custody o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  Indigenous 

A f f a i r s  a  p l o t  o f  l a n d  and access thereto,  t h e  s i z e  

o f  which w i l l  be determined, when mnument l a y o u t  and 

design has been f i n a l  i zed .  

Sect ion 4. .----------- Custodi a1 Agency. -- - 
(a) The O f f i c e  o f  Indigenous A f f a i r s  s h a l l  have 

t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  designing t h e  monument, c o n s t r u c t i o n  

and p repa ra t i on  o f  grounds and access, up-keep; r e p a i r s  
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agency e x i s t s ,  o r  as prov ided i n  Sect ion  4(b) .  

(b) Should a t  some p o i n t  i n  t h e  t ime i t  be deemed 

necessary t o  ass ign  c u s t o d i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  another  

department o r  agency o f  t h e  goverment ,  t h e  Governor 

i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  may so o rde r .  

Sec t ion  5. _L,L~9e_v_ilt~. The Tomb O f  The Sea s h a l l  be considered 

a  Commonwealth sacred s h r i n e  and s h a l l  be maintained i n  pe rpe tu i t y .  

Sec t ion  6. -- Name. -- - The o f f i c i a l  name o f  t h e  monument s h a l l  be 

"NAFTAN I TASI". 

Enshrirunent o f  Souls. W i th in  60 days o f  t h e  da te  o f  Sect ion 7 -  -----.---------------- 

t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  of. a  person l o s t  a t  sea as o f f i c i  a1 l y  deceased, t h e  

custodi  a1 agency s h a l l  cause t h e  name o f  t he  deceased t o  be i n s c r i b e d  

on t h e  monument and u n v e i l  t h a t  name w i t h  a  solemn ceremony. No name 

may be i n s c r i b e d  on t h e  monument over  t h e  ob jec t i ons  o f  a  deceased's 

most immediate f a m i l y .  

Sec t ion  8. Annual Day o f  Observance. November 2nd o f  each year  .-------- --------------- 
i s  hereby declared HA'ANEN NAFTAN I TASI. The cus tod ia l  agency s h a l l  

announce and conduct a  solemn non-denani na t iona l  memorial s e r v i c e  a t  

t h e  monument and i s  empowred t o  request  such assis tance from o t h e r  

departments and agencies as may be deemed necessary and appropr ia te .  

The Governor s h a l l  g ran t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  leave t o  such government 

employees, who wish t o  a t t e n d  HA'ANEN NAFTAN I TASI CEREIIONIES. 

Sect ion 9. _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Funding. Funds f o r  t h e  design, cons t ruc t i on  and 

i naugura t i on  ceremonies o f  NAFTAN I TASI rnonment s h a l l  be ob l i ga ted  
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upon t h e  submit ta l  b y  t h e  cus tod i  a1 agency o f  f i n a l  c o s t  estimates. 

Sect ion 10. .---------- Annual Budget -----. R e y e s t .  ---- The custodian agency s h a l l  

submit i t s  annual request  o f  funding f o r  maintenance o f  t h e  monument, 

c o s t  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  enshrinements and observances as a l i n e  o f  i t e m  

o f  t h e  agency's annual request. Said l i n e  i tern may n o t  be 

reprogrammed. 

Sect ion 11. Sev,e_~a_b_Ll-ity_. I f  any p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  a c t  o r  

r e g u l a t i o n  thereunder s h a l l  be found t o  be i n v a l i d  b y  any c o u r t  o f  

canpetent j u r i s d i c t i o n  t h e  ranainder o f  t h e  a c t  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  s h a l l  

n o t  be a f f e c t e d  thereby. 

Sect ion  12. ..- Ef fec t i ve  ------------- Date. Th is  Act s h a l l  become e f f e c t i v e  

upon i t s  approval b y  t h e  Governor o r  upon i t s  becoming law wi thout  

such approval.  

ATTEST : 1 

Senate Legi s la  t i v e  Secretary Ch ie f  House Clerk 

Governor 
Comtmnweal t h o f  t he  Northern Mariana Is1  a nds 
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