
PUBLIC LAW NO. 5-39 

FI  FTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMm NNEPLTH LEG ISLATURE HOUSE BILL NO. 5-155, 
S.D.l 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION, 1987 

AN ACT 

To amend T i t l e  9 CMC, D i v i s i on  2, Chapter 1, Section 2101 t o  
p r o h i b i t  t he  impor ta t ion o f  r i g h t  hand d r i ve  motor veh ic les  
i n t o  the  Commonwealth o f  t he  Northern Marianas and f o r  o t he r  
purposes. 

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE FIFTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMINWEALTH LEGISLATURE: 

Sect ion 1. ..-------- Short  T i t l e .  -- - This ac t  s h a l l  be known as and may be 

c i t e d  as "The Right  Hand Dr ive  Motor Vehicle Importat ion Act o f  1987". 

Section 2. --- Pu~o-se .  ---- Present law p r o h i b i t s  the  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of a  

r i g h t  hand d r i v e  motor vehic le,  except heavy equ ipmnt  o r  cons t ruc t ion  

vehicles, i n  the Commonwealth unless the veh ic le  has been p rev ious ly  

reg is tered i n  the  Commnwealth o r  t he  United States o r  i t s  t e r r i t o r i e s  o r  

possessions. The law does n o t  p r o h i b i t  t he  impor ta t ion o f  such veh ic les  

i n t o  the  Commonwealth. There have been instances where such motor 

vehic les have been imported i n t o  the  Commnwealth by  uninformed owners a t  

g rea t  expense who subsequently learned t h a t  the  vehic les cou ld  n o t  be 

r eg i  stered . Th is  Act w i l l  p r oh ib i  t the  impor ta t ion o f  a  r i g h t  hand d r i v e  

motor veh ic le  i n t o  t h e  Commnwealth. 

Sect ion 3. -- Repealer ---------------------- and Reenactment. T i t l e  9 CMC, D i v i s i o n  2, 

Chapter 1, Section 2101 i s  hereby repealed i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  and a  new 

Sect ion 2101 i s  hereby reenacted t o  read as f o l  lows: 

(a)  Every owner o f  a  motor veh ic le  o r  b i c y c l e  

s h a l l  p r i o r  t o  operat ing any such motor vehic le o r  b i c yc l e  

on any highway i n  t he  Commnwealth r e g i s t e r  same w i t h  the  

Bureau. The app l i ca t ion  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  sha l l  be made 
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on the  prescribed form, signed by  the  owner, and conta in  

the app l i can t ' s  residence address as wel l  as a  b r i e f  

desc r ip t ion  o f  the vehic le o r  b i cyc l e  t o  be registered,  

inc lud ing  t he  name o f  the  manufacturer, the engine and 

se r i a l  number when appl icable, and whether said veh ic le  

o r  b i c y c l e  i s  new o r  used. 

(b) The owner o f  any fo re ign  motor veh ic le  sha l l  

e x h i b i t  such evidence t h a t  w i l l  s a t i s f y  the  Bureau t h a t  

the app l icant  i s  the lawfu l  owner o f  the vehicle; 

provided, t h a t  no fo re ign  veh ic le  w i th  r i g h t  hand dr ive,  

except a  heavy equipment o r  const ruct ion vehicle, sha l l  

be imported i n t o  t he  Commonwealth unless sa id  veh ic le  

has been prev ious ly  reg is tered i n  the  Commnwealth o r  

the  United States, i t s  t e r r i t o r i e s  o r  possessions. 

(c)  N o h i  thstandi ng any o ther  law t o  the  contrary, 

any owner o f  a  fo re ign  motor veh ic le  w i th  r i g h t  hand 

d r i ve  which lega l  l y  entered the  Commonwealth p r i o r  t o  

the  e f f e c t i v e  date o f  t h i s  Section s h a l l  be permi t ted 

t o  r e g i s t e r  said vehic le upon t he  presentat ion o f  

sa t i s f ac to r y  evidence o f  ownership t o  the  Bureau. 

(d) Reg is t ra t ion  o f  a1 1  veh ic les  w i t h  r i g h t  hand 

d r i v e  sha l l  be p roh ib i ted  i n  t h e  Cmmnwealth on o r  

a f t e r  January 1, 1991." 

Section 4. !&v,e_t-_a_b_j1,it,v_. I f  any p rov is ion  of t h i s  act ,  o r  o f  any 

regu la t ion o r  order issued under t h i s  act, o r  t hc  app l i ca t i on  o f  such 
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provis ion,  regu la t ion,  o r  order t o  any person o r  circumstances, s h a l l  be 

he ld  i n v a l i d  by a  cou r t  o f  competent j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  the  remainder o f  t h i s  

act, o r  such regu la t ion  o r  order, o r  t he  app l i ca t ion  o f  such provis ion,  

regu la t ion,  o r  order t o  person o r  circumstances o ther  than those t o  which 

i t  i s  he1 d inva l id ,  s h a l l  n o t  be a f fec ted thereby. 

Section 5. -- E f fec t i ve  ------------- Date. This Act sha l l  take e f f e c t  upon i t s  

approval by the Governor o r  a f t e r  i t s  becoming law wi thout  such approval. 

ATTEST : 

House Clerk 
House o f  Representatives 

Cornmnweal t h o f  the Northern Mariana Is1 ands 
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