
PUBLIC LAW NO. 5-30 

FIFTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMIEWEALTH LEGISLATURE HOUSE BILL NO. 5-145, 
SD1 

rHIRD REGULAR SESSION, 1986 

AN ACT 

To amend T i t l e  5, D i v i s i o n  8, Chapter 4 t o  provide s t a t u t o r y  
a u t h o r i t y  f o r  facs im i le  signatures o f  pub1 i c  o f f i c i a l s  and seals, 
i t s  uses, p roh ib i ted  ac t s  and penal t ies;  and f o r  o ther  purposes. 

B E  I T  ENACTED BY THE FIFTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE: 

Sect ion 1. Short T i - t le .  This Act may be c i t e d  as the  Commonwealth 

Publ ic  O f f i c i a l s  Unifonn Facsimile Signature Act o f  1987. 

Section 2. .Def in i t ions.  As used i n  t h i s  Act: 

(a)  Authorized O f f i c e r  - "Authorized Of f i ce r '  means 

any o f f i c i a l  o f  the Commonwealth goverrment o r  any o f  i t s  

pub l l c  corporat ions whose s ignature t o  a pub l ic  secur i  ty  

o r  i n s t r m e n t  o f  payment i s  required o r  permit ted by law. 

(b )  Facs i m i l e  Signature - "Facsimile s ignature" 

means a reproduct ion o f  engraving, impr in t ing,  stamping, 

o r  o ther  means o f  manual s ignature o f  any author ized 

o f f i c e r .  

(c )  Pub l i c  Secur i ty  - "Pub1 i c  Security1' means a 

bond, note, c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  indebtedness, o r  o the r  

o b l i g a t i o n  f o r  the  payment of  money, issued by t he  

Commonwealth, or ,  as author ized by law, by  any o f  i t s  

pub l i c  corporations. 

(d) I n s t r m e n t  o f  Payment - " I n s t r m e n t  o f  Payment1' 

means a check, d r a f t ,  m r r a n t ,  o r  order f o r  the payment, 

de l ivery ,  o r  t r a n s f e r  o f  funds. 
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(e)  Comnlonweal t h  - "Commonweal t h" means the Commonweal t h 

o f  the  Northern Mariana Is lands as defined I n  1 CMC 102, o r  

any o f  i t s  departments, agencies, publ i c  corporations, o r  o the r  

ins t rumenta l i t i es .  

Sect ion 3. Use o f  Facsimile Signature. 

( a )  Authorized Of f icers .  Any author ized o f f i c e r ,  a f t e r  

f i l i n g  w i t h  the Attorney General the manual s ignature o f  the 

author ized o f f i c e r  c e r t i f i e d  under oath, may execute o r  cause 

t o  be executed w i t h  a  facs im i le  s ignature instead o f  a  manual 

s ignature:  

(1)  any pub l i c  secur i ty ,  i f  the s ignature 

o f  a t  l e a s t  1 author ized o f f i c e r  requ i red o r  

permit ted t o  be placed on the  pub l i c  secu r i t y  

i s  manually subscribed; and 

(2)  any instrument o f  payment, 

( b )  Ind iv idua ls  o ther  than author ized o f f i ce r s .  I f  

a publ i c  secur i t y  i s  required t o  be manual l y  signed by a  

t rustee,  i ssu ing  agent, r eg i s t r a r ,  o r  o ther  agent o r  

custodian, any o ther  s ignature required o r  permit ted t o  

be placed on the pub l ic  secu r i t y  may be a  f a c s i m i l e  

signature. 

( c )  Legal Ef fec t .  Upon canpl iance w i t h  t h i s  sec t ion  

by the author ized o f f i c e r ,  the f acs im i l e  s ignature o f  t he  

authorized o f f i c e r  has the same lega l  e f f e c t  as the manual 

s ignature o f  the author ized o f f i c e r .  
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Sect ion 4. Use o f  Facsimile Seal. 

(a)  I n  General. Wen the  seal o f  the  Commonwealth 

o f  the  Northern Mariana Islands o r  any o f  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  

subdiv is ions i s  requ i red i n  the execution o f  a  pub l i c  

secur i t y  o r  i n s  t runent o f  payment, t he  author ized 

o f f i c e r  may cause the  seal t o  be pr inted,  engraved, 

stanped o r  otherwise placed i n  facs im i le  on t he  pub l i c  

secur i  ty  o r  instrument o f  payment. 

(b)  Legal Effect.  The facsimi le seal has the  sane 

lega l  e f f e c t  as the impression o f  the  seal .  

Sect ion 5. Proh ib i ted Act% Penal t i es .  

( a )  Proh ib i ted Acts. A person may n o t  use, w i t h  

i n t e n t  t o  defraud, on a pub1 i c  secur i t y  o r  an instrument 

o f  payment: 

(1) a  facs im i le  signature, o r  arly reproduct ion 

o f  it, o f  any author ized o f f i c e r ;  o r  

(2)  a  facs im i le  seal , o r  any reproduct ion o f  it, 

o f  the Commonwealth o f  the Northern Mariana Is lands 

o r  o f  any o f  i t s  pol i t i c a l  subdivisions. 

( b )  Penalt ies. A person who v i o l a tes  any p rov is ion  o f  

t h i s  sect ion i s  g u i l t y  o f  a  fe lony and on conv ic t ion  i s  

sub ject  t o  a  f i n e  no t  exceeding $5,000 o r  imprisonment n o t  

exceeding 5 years o r  both, f o r  each v i o l a t i on ,  

Sect ion 6. Severab i l i ty .  - I f  any p rov is ion  o f  t h i s  Act, o r  t he  

app l i ca t i on  o f  any such p rov is ion  t o  aqy person o r  circunstance, s h a l l  

be he ld  i n v a l i d  by a  cou r t  o f  competent j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  the remainder of 
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1 t h i s  Act, o r  the app l i ca t i on  o f  such p rov is ion  t o  persons o r  

2 circumstances o ther  than those t o  which i t  i s  he ld  i n v a l i d ,  s h a l l  n o t  

3 be a f fec ted  thereby. 

4 Section 7. E f f ec t i ve  Da-5. This Act  sha l l  take e f f e c t  upon i t s  

5 approval by the  Governor, o r  upon i t s  becoming law wi thout  such approval. 

ATTEST : 

! 

House Clerk 

PEDRO P. TEN0 0 0 
Governor 1 
Comrmnweal t h  o f  the Northern Mariana Is lands 
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