
PUBLIC LAW NO. 5-23 

FIFTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE 

EIGHTH SPECIAL SESSION, 1986 

HOUSE BILL NO. 5-124, 
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE 

AN ACT 

To amend 9 CMC D i v i s i on  1 to: (a) requ i re  t h a t  a po l i ce  o f f i c e r  
conf iscate  the operator 's  l i cense  o f  a person who has been issued 
a t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n ;  (b)  requ i re  a pol i c e  o f f i c e r  t o  deposi t  the 
conf iscated operator 's  1 icense w i t h  the court;  and t o  amend 9 CMC 
D i v i s i on  2 r equ i r i ng  the d r i v e r  t o  have an operator 's  l i cense i n  
h i s  possession t o  operate a motor vehicle, and f o r  o ther  purposes. 

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE FIFTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE: 

Section 1. Findings. The Legi s l  a tu re  hereby f i nds  and decl ares 

t h a t  the inc idents  o f  d r i ve r s  who rece ive t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n s  and who f a i l  

t o  appear t o  answer the charges i s  increasing t o  a po in t  t h a t  a so lu t i on  

t o  the problem must be implemented. This increase i n  f a i l u r e  t o  appear 

r esu l t s  i n  the expenditures o f  revenues t h a t  could be avoided by 

es tab l i sh ing  procedure which w i l l  be t t e r  insure t h a t  a person who has 

received a t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n  w i l l  appear before the cour t  as they may 

have promised t o  do. It i s  a lso the i n t e n t  o f  the Leg is la ture  t o  requ i re  

the d r i v e r  t o  have an operator 's  l i cense  i n  h i s  possession t o  operate a 

motor vehic le.  , 

Section 2. ,Amendment. 9 CMC Section 1304 (a) i s  amended t o  read as 

f o l  1 ows : 

"(a) Whenever a person i s  ha l ted by a po l i ce  o f f i c e r  f o r  

any v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  T i t l e  and i s  no t  taken before a judge, 

the o f f i c e r  sha l l  prepare a w r i t t e n  t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n  and the 

d r i v e r  o f  the veh ic le  sha l l  surrender h i s  o r  her operator 's  

1 icense. When the operator 's  1 icense has been surrendered by 

the d r i ve r ,  the c i t a t i o n  sha l l  cons t i t u t e  a temporary 

operator t  s 1 icense u n t i l  the cour t  appearance date speci f ied 

on the c i t a t i on . "  
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Section 3. Amendment. 9 CMC Section 1403(a) i s  amended t o  read as 

f o l l  ows : 

"(a) Every t r a f f i c  enforcement o f f i c e r  upon issu ing a 

t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n  t o  an al leged v i o l a t o r  o f  any provis ion of 

the motor veh ic le  laws o f  the Commonwealth sha l l  deposi t  the 

o r i g i n a l  o r  a copy of t h a t  t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n  together w i th  the  

confiscated operator 's 1 icense w i t h  the Commonwealth T r i a l  

Court. " 

Section 4. Amendment. 9 CMC 1403(b) i s  amended t o  read as fo l lows: 

"(b) Upon the deposi t  o f  the o r i g i na l  o r  a copy o f  a 

t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n  together w i t h  the operator 's 1 icense o f  the 

al leged v i o l a t i o n  w i t h  the Commonwealth T r i a l  Court, the  

t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n  may be disposed o f  on ly  by t r i a l  i n  the 

cour t  o r  other o f f i c i a l  ac t ion by a judge o f  the court ,  

inc lud ing f o r f e i t u r e  o f  the ba i l ,  o r  by the deposit o f  

s u f f i c i e n t  b a i l  w i t h  o r  payment o f  a f i n e  by the person t o  

whom the t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n  has been issued. Thereafter, upon 

d ispos i t ion  o f  the t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n ,  the operator 's 1 icense 

sha l l  be f o r t hw i t h  returned t o  the person from whom i t  was 

confiscated. " 
Section 5. .hendment. 9 CMC Section 2201 i s  amended by adding 

subsections (c )  and (d)  t o  read as fo l lows: 

"(c)  No person may operate any motor veh ic le  upon a 

highway i n  the Commonwealth wi thout having on h i s  person o r  

i n  h i s  immediate possession a v a l i d  l icense issued by the 
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Bureau o r  a  v a l i d  operator 's l i cense  from outside the 

Commonwealth, provided, there i s  compliance w i t h  Publ ic Law 

5-16. 

(d) Any v i o l a t i o n  o f  subsections (a) o r  (c )  o f  t h i s  

sect ion sha l l  be punishable as a  misdemeanor." 

Section 6. Seve rab i l i t l .  I f  any prov is ion o f  t h i s  act, o r  of any 

regula t ion o r  order issued under t h i s  Act, o r  the app l i ca t ion  o f  such 

provis ion,  regulat ion,  o r  order t o  any person o r  circumstance, sha l l  be 

held i n v a l i d  by a  cour t  o f  competent j u r i sd i c t i on ,  the remainder o f  t h i s  

Act, o r  o f  such regula t ion o r  order, o r  the appl i c a t i o n  o f  such 

provis ion,  regula t ion o r  order t o  persons o r  circumstances other than t o  

which i t  i s  held inva l id ,  sha l l  not  be af fec ted thereby. 

Section 7. E f f ec t i ve  Date. This Act sha l l  become e f f e c t i v e  upon i t s  

approval by the Governor, o r  upon i t s  becoming law without such approval. 

ATTEST: 

House Clerk 

Governor - 

Commonweal t h  o f  the Northern Mariana I s1  ands 
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