
FmLIC LAN NO. 5-22 

FIFTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE HOUSE BILL NO. 5-100, 
Cot-IMITTEE SLIBSTITUTE 

THIRD SPECIAL SESSION, 1986 

AN ACT 

To amend 9 CFlC D i v i s i o n  3 t o  p rov ide  f o r  the  es tab l  isi iment and 
l i c e n s i n g  o f  motor v e h i c l e  s a f e t y  i nspec t i on  s t a t i o n s  and t o  
delegate the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  i nspec t i on  o f  government 
owned veh ic l  es t o  each responsi b l  e  branch, department o r  agency 
o f  t h e  Commonwealth Government. 

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE NORTHERN IIAKIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE: 

Sect ion 1. Short T i t l e .  Th is  a c t  may be c i t e d  as the Safe ty  

Inspec t i on  S t a t i o n  Trans fer  Act o f  1986. 

Sect ion 2. Purpose. To au tho r i ze  l i c e n s i n g  o f  p r i v a t e l y  owned 

motor v e h i c l e  s a f e t y  inspect ion  s t a t i o n s ,  and t o  p lace the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

f o r  complying w i t h  the annual s a f e t y  i nspec t i on  o f  government owned 

veh ic les  w i t h  each agency, department o r  branch t o  ensure t h a t  each 

v e h i c l e  assigned t o  t h a t  agency, department o r  branch w i l l  have passed 

an annual safety i nspec t i on  performed by a  l i censed  motor v e h i c l e  

i nspec t i on  s t a t i o n .  

Sect ion 3. Amendment. 9 Cl4C Sect ion 3102 i s  amended t o  read as 

f o l l  ows : 

"Sect ion 3102. Safe ty  Inspect ions  : Government Owned Motor 

Vehicles. The head o f  each branch, department and agency o f  t h e  

Commonweal t h  Government s h a l l  ensure t h a t  each v e h i c l e  assigned 

t o  t h a t  agency passes an annual s a f e t y  i nspec t i on  performed by a  

1  icensed motor v e h i c l e  s a f e t y  i nspec t i on  s t a t i o n . "  

Sec t ion  4. Amendment. 9 CMC Sect ion  3104 i s  amended t o  read as 

f o l l  ows : 

"Sect ion 3104. Safe ty  Inspect ions :  Nature and Purpose o f  

I nspec t i on  Required. The purpose o f  a  motor v e h i c l e  s a f e t y  

i nspec t i on  i s  t o  determine whether the  v e h i c l e  inspected meets a l l  

1  a w f u l l y  p rescr ibed requirements as t o  equipment and i s  i n  such 
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safe condition as not to endanger the operator or any other 

person or property when operated or moved on any road or 

highway. To accompl i sh th i s  purpose the fol 1 owing provi s i  ons  

apply: 

(a)  Every motor vehicl e required to be registered 

must be inspected by a duly licensed safety inspection 

s tat ion.  Upon sat isfactory completion of inspection, an 

of f ic ia l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of safety inspection shall  be issued. 

( b )  Each vehicle which has passed an annual 

inspection, shall be issued a s t icker  cer t i fying 

passage. To ensure compl iance with safety and equipment 

requirements, the fo l l  owing procedures shall be enforced : 

(1)  If any motor vehicle i s  found on 

inspection not to meet a l l  requirements as  

to  safe operating condition and equipment 

prescri bed under appl icable law and rules 

and regulations of the Bureau, a notice of 

those deficiencies shall be given to the 

operator and the operator shall be issued a 

temporary permit by a duly licensed safety 

inspection s tat ion to indicate that  the 

vehicle has not passed safety inspection. 

No person may thereaf ter  operate the vehicle 

except as may be necessary to  return the 

vehicle to the residence or place of business 
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of the owner or operator; deliver the car to 

a vehicle repair garage, or to  return the 

vehicl e for  re-inspection a f t e r  equipment 

and safety deficiencies have been corrected. 

Every owner or operator receiving a notice 

of deficiencies shall  remedy the deficiencies 

and within one month submit the vehicle for 

re-inspection. Upon sat isfactory completion 

of inspection, a s t icker  shall be issued; 

provided tha t  in l ieu of compliance a vehicle 

owner may surrender the vehicle license and 

registration and thereupon cease to  operate 

the motor vehicle upon pub1 ic  roads in the 

Commonweal t h  . 
( 2 )  Following a col l is ion or other 

accident in which any vehicle i s  involved, the 

police of f icer  investigating the accident may 

remove the safety s t icker  from the vehicle 

involved i f  vehicle damage i s  so extensive tha t  

the vehicle i s  not in compliance with safety 

and equipment requirements. Unl ess subject to  

subdivision ( b ) ( 3 ) ,  the of f icer  shall attach to  

the vehicle a s t icker  as provided for  under 

subdivision (b)  (1). The vehicle shall then be 

subject to the requirements of that  subdivision. 
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(3) If upon i n s p e c t i o n  any motor v e h i c l e  

i s  found t o  be i n  such. unsafe c o n d i t i o n  as t o  

be a  hazard t o  pub1 i c  h e a l t h  and safety  and 

cannot reasonably be res to red  t o  a  sa fe  

c o n d i t i o n  as requ i red  by t h i s  T i t l e ,  the  

o f f i c e r  making t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  s h a l l  remove 

the  s t i c k e r  and immediate ly  i n f o r m  the  Ch ie f  

o r  h i s  designee o f  t h a t  ac t ion .  The Ch ie f  o r  

h i s  designee s h a l l  f o r t h w i t h  i ssue  an order  

t o  suspend the  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  motor 

v e h i c l e  and g i v e  n o t i c e  o f  t he  o rde r  t o  the  

owner o f  t he  veh i c le .  Upon removal o f  a  

s t i c k e r  pursuant t o  t h i s  sec t ion ,  t he  v e h i c l e  

may n o t  be operated upon p u b l i c  roads i n  t h e  

Commonwealth. 

( 4 )  Any person denied a s a f e t y  i n s p e c t i o n  

c e r t i f i c a t e  may appeal such den ia l  t o  t h e  

D i r e c t o r  o f  Pub1 i c  Sa fe t y  pursuant  t o  1 CMC 

D i v i s i o n  9, Chapter 1, The A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

Procedure Act  w i t h i n  f i v e  working days a f t e r  

such den ia l . "  

Sec t ion  5 .  Amendment. 9 CMC D i v i s i o n  3  i s  amended by adding a  new 

Sect ion  3107 t o  read as f o l l o w s :  

"Sec t ion  3107. Safe ty  I nspec t i on  S ta t i ons :  D e f i n i t i o n .  

For purposes o f  t h i s  D i v i s i o n  'Sa fe t y  I n s p e c t i o n  S t a t i o n '  means 
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a  person, par tnersh ip ,  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  t h a t  i s  au thor ized  and 

l i censed  by t h e  Ch ie f  o f  t h e  Bureau o f  Motor Vehicles having 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  a t  the s t a t i o n  l o c a t i o n  t o  conduct v e h i c i e  s a f e t y  

inspec t ions . "  

Sec t ion  6. Amendment. 9 CMC D i v i s i o n  3 i s  amended by adding a  

t i o n  3108 t o  read as fo l l ows :  

"Sect ion 3108. Safe ty  I nspec t i on  S ta t i ons :  Regulat ions.  

W i th in  90 days a f t e r  t h e  enactment o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h e  Chi 

new 

e  f 

o f  t h e  Bureau o f  Motor Veh ic les  s h a l l  adopt such r e g u l a t i o n s  and 

p u b l i s h  such r e g u l a t i o n s  as a re  necessary t o  e s t a b l i s h ,  regu la te ,  

and admin i s te r  d u l y  1  icensed s a f e t y  i n s p e c t i o n  s t a t i o n s .  As a  

minimum such r e g u l a t i o n s  s h a l l  i nc lude :  

(a )  Every person requ i red  t o  have a  l i c e n s e  under 

t h i s  D i v i s i o n  s h a l l  make a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  

Commerce and Labor. 

(b )  Every a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  l i c e n s e  f o r  a  s a f e t y  

i nspec t i on  s h a l l  be accompanied by a  non-refundabl e  

l i c e n s e  fee  i n  the  sum o f  F i f t y  D o l l a r s  ($50.00) 

payable t o  t h e  Commonweal t h  Treasury. 

( c )  A11 l i censes  s h a l l  be e f f e c t i v e  on a  ca lendar  

year  basis .  License fees f o r  a  new i n s p e c t i o n  s t a t i o n  

commencing business a f t e r  January 1 s t  s h a l l  be p ro ra ted  

by the  month f o r  t h e  balance o f  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  per iod .  

(d )  The D i r e c t o r  o f  Commerce and Labor w i l l  i s sue  

a  business l i c e n s e  f o r  t h e  ope ra t i on  o f  a  s a f e t y  
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i n s p e c t i o n  s t a t i o n  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  a  n o t i c e  from the  

Chief  o f  t h e  Bureau o f  Motor Vehic les t h a t  such 

a p p l i c a n t  has complied w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of 

subsect ion ( e )  be1 ow. 

(e)  The Ch ie f  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  t e s t i n g  standards 

and examinat ion procedures t o  t e s t  each a p p l i c a n t  f o r  

h i s  knowledge of v e h i c l e  s a f e t y  requirements as s e t  

f o r t h  hy r e g u l a t i o n s  promulgated by t h e  Bureau and 

t h a t  a p p l i c a n t  possesses t h e  requ i red  equipments t o  

conduct s a f e t y  i nspec t i on .  

( f )  Each s a f e t y  i n s p e c t i o n  s t a t i o n  opera tor  must 

supply t o  t h e  Chief  o f  t h e  Bureau o f  Motor Vehic les on 

forms prov ided and prepared by the  Bureau a record  o f  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  each v e h i c l e  inspected by sa id  

opera tor  w i t h i n  ten  (10)  days a f t e r  the  da te  o f  the  

completed inspec t ion .  

(g )  A l icense issued under t h i s  D i v i s i o n  s h a l l  

n o t  be t r a n s f e r r e d  from one 1  icensee t o  another,  n o r  

from one l o c a t i o n  t o  another.  

( h )  The placement o f  the  s t i c k e r  s h a l l  o n l y  

be performed by an employee o f  t he  Bureau upon 

p resen ta t i on  o f  documentation o f  s a t i s f a c t o r y  

complet ion o f  a  s a f e t y  i nspec t i on .  

( i )  The Chief  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  and p u b l i s h  a  

f e e  schedule f o r  per forming s a f e t y  i nspec t i ons  
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by the s a f e t y  i nspec t i on  s t a t i o n  upon the f o l l o w i n g  

gu ide l i nes :  A One D o l l a r e  ($1.00) fee  s h a l l  be 

charged f o r  i nspec t i on  o f  bicycles; Two D o l l a r s  and 

F i  f t y  Cents ($2.50) f o r  two-wheel ed and three-wheel ed 

veh i c les  and four-wheeled Quad runners such as mopeds, 

motorcyc l  es and three-  o r  four-wheel e r  m i n i  b i  kes; 

F i ve  Do1 1  a r s  ($5.00) f o r  four-wheel ed v e h i c l  es such 

as jeep, pick-up and sedan; and, h ighe r  fees n o t  t o  

exceed T h i r t y  Do1 l a r s  ($30.00), s h a l l  be charged f o r  

a l l  o t h e r  veh ic les .  Said fees s h a l l  be t h e  o p e r a t o r ' s  

s o l e  compensation f o r  conduct ing the  v e h i c l e  s a f e t y  

inspec t ion .  These fees s h a l l  n o t  p rec l  ude a d d i t i o n a l  

charges which may be m u t u a l l y  agreed t o  f o r  r e p a i r s  

o r  c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  necess i t a ted  by t h e  s a f e t y  

i nspec t i on .  

(j) The s a f e t y  i n s p e c t i o n  s t a t i o n  s h a l l  p rov ide  

a  w r i t t e n  c o s t  es t imate  f o r  r e p a i r s  o r  c o r r e c t i v e  

ac t i ons  requ i red  f o r  the  v e h i c l e  t o  pass the  v e h i c l e  

s a f e t y  i n s p e c t i o n  p r i o r  t o  any work being performed 

by the  s a f e t y  i n s p e c t i o n  s t a t i o n .  

( k )  The i nspec t i on  s t a t i o n  ope ra to r  s h a l l  keep 

records o f  each i n s p e c t i o n  on forms approved by the  

Bureau. Said records s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  i n s p e c t i o n  

by the  Bureau a t  any t ime  w i t h o u t  n o t i c e  and must be 

preserved by the  opera tor  f o r  a  pe r i od  o f  two years  
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from the d a t e  o f  i n s p e c t i o n  I n  the event  the  Bureau 

des i res  t o  and/or i nspec t  such records.  

( 1 )  The c e r t i f i c a t i o q  o f  s a t i s f a c t o r y  complet ion 

o f  a v e h i c l e  s a f e t y  i nspec t i on  s h a l l  be v a l i d  f o r  a  

pe r i od  o f  30 days. F a i l u r e  t o  present  t he  c e r t i f i c a t e  

t o  an au tho r i zed  Bureau enipl oyee w i t h i n  s a i d  30 days 

pe r i od  s h a l l  render the  i n s p e c t i o n  v o i d  and new 

inspec t i on  s h a l l  be requ i red .  

(m) U n t i l  a  s a f e t y  i n s p e c t i o n  s t a t i o n  i s  l i censed  

on the  i s l a n d s  o f  Rota and T in ian ,  t h e  Department of  

Pub l i c  Sa fe t y  s h a l l  per form the  d u t i e s  o f  t he  s a f e t y  

i n s p e c t i o n  s t a t i o n  as requ i red  by t h i s  ac t . "  

Sec t ion  7. Amendment. 9  CMC D i v i s i o n  3  i s  amended by adding a  new 

Sect ion  3109 t o  read as fo l l ows :  

"Sec t ion  3109. Government Immunit ies. The Government 

of t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  Nor thern Marianas, i t s  o f f i c e r s ,  

employees o r  agents s h a l l  n o t  be 1  i a b l e  f o r  any i n  j u r y  caused 

i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by t he  issuance, den ia l ,  suspension o r  

revoca t i on  o f  any s a f e t y  i n s p e c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  o r  s t i c k e r  by 

any l i censed  s a f e t y  i nspec t i on  s t a t i o n  o r  t he  f a i l u r e  o f  any 

p u b l i c  employee t o  make an inspec t ion ,  o r  i nspec t i on  which i s  

done inadequate ly  o r  negl i g e n t l y ,  f o r  any government veh ic le .  " 

Sec t ion  8. Amendment. 9 CMC Sect ions 3107, 3108, and 3110 a r e  

renumbered t o  read as 9 CMC Sect ions 3110, 3111, 3112, and 3113 

respec t i ve l y .  
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Section 9. Severabi l i ty .  If  any provision of t h i s  Act, o r  the 

appl ica t ion of any such provision to  any person o r  circumstance, sha l l  

be held invalid by a cour t  of competent j u r i sd i c t i on ,  the remainder o f  

this Act, or  the appl ica t ion of such provision t o  persons o r  

circumstances o ther  than those t o  which i t  i s  held inva l id ,  shal l  not 

be affected thereby. 

Section 10. Effective Date. This a c t  sha l l  become e f f ec t i ve  upon 

i t s  approval by the  Governor, o r  upon i t s  becoming law without such 

approval. 

ATTEST: 

House Clerk 

Governor 
Cowmonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 
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