
PUBLIC LAW NO. 3-53 

THIRD NORTHERN MARIANAS COHIONh'EALTII LEGISLATURE S.B. NO. 3-27. S.D.1, 
H . D . l  

SECOND REGULAR SESSIOS, 1982 

AN ACT 

To p rov ide  f o r  t h e  o r d e r l y  t r a n s i t i o n  of e x e c u t i v e  power upon t h e  e l e c t i o n  
o f  a  new Governor and f o r  o t h c r  purposes .  

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE NORTHERN MARIANAS COMPIONWEALTH LEGISLATURE: 

S e c t i o n  1. T i t l e .  T h i s  Act may bc c i t e d  a s  t h e  "Execut ive  

T r a n s i t i o n  Act." 

S e c t i o n  2. O f f i c e  of t h e  Governor-e lec t .  T h e m  i s  hereby 

e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Governor-e lec t .  Tide o f f i c e  s h a l l  come 

i n t o  be ing  on t h e  d a t e  upon which t h e  Board of E l e c t i o n s  c e r t i f i e s  

t h e  e l e c t i o n  of a  Governor who does  no t  succeed himself  i n  o f f i c e .  

For pu rposes  of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  an Act ing Governor who is e l e c t e d  

Governor under a  law enacted pu r suan t  t o  A r t i c l e  111, S e c t i o n  7 of 

t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  be cons ide red  a s  succeeding himself  i n  o f f i c e .  

bactl"rt  5 .  Lmpiliyees and I juzles .  l i le  O f i i c e  of t h e  

Governor-e lec t  s h a l l  be s t a f f e d  by such temporary employees a s  

a r e  appo in ted  by  t h e  Governor-elect.  The O f f i c e  s h a l l  work t o g e t h e r  

w i t h  t h e  incumbent Governor and Execu t ive  Branch o f f i c i a l s  t o  p r o v i d e  

f o r  t h e  o r d e r l y  t r a n s f e r  of e x e c u t i v e  power from one a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

t o  t h e  next .  The incumbent C;overnor and Execllt ive Ilranch o f f i c i a l s  

s h a l l  coopera t e  wi th  t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Governor-elect t o  t h e  maximum 

e x t e n t  p r a c t i c a l .  

S e c t i o n  4 .  Access t:: In ro rn~a t io i l .  To f u r t h c r  st1c11 cooper;l t ion. - --- 
t h e  hend of t a c t ~  depar tment .  o f f i c e .  hoa rd ,  commission, instrumentality, 

o r  ot4it.r e n t i t y  of thct b:xecrltivt. IIrniici~, anr! t l ; v  Iit~;~d of earl1 

independent e n t i t y  of tltt. Commonr~calth (,civr~rntwnt ilwludin:: any 
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government corporat ion,  s h a l l  upon request :  

(a)  make a v a i l a b l e  a l l  f i l e s  and records,  except personal  

working f i l e s ,  any conf lden t la l  f i l e s  of persons appointed by 

t h e  Governor. and any f i l e s ,  such a s  t a x  records,  t o  which 

access  is prohibi ted by law. 

(b)  e x t r a c t  information from such f i l e s  and records i n  

response t o  reasonably s p e c i f i c  reclues t s ;  

(c) respond t o  questions regardini: o f f i c i a l  opera t ions  and 

a c t i v i t i e s ;  

(d) make a v a i l a b l e  s u f f i c i e n t  s t a f f  t o  ca r ry  out  these  

d u t i e s  within a  reasonable time period and serve a s  l i a i s o n  t o  

t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Governor-elect; Provided, t h a t  the  

Governor-elect o r  h i s  designee may request  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  

ind iv idua ls  be assigned f o r  such purpose, but t h a t  the  

f i n a l  dec i s ion  regarding such assignment s h a l l  r e s t  with 

tL- head of t h e  e n t i t y .  

Sec t ion  5. Inaugura t ion  Ceremonies. The Office of the  

Governor-elect s h d l  provide f o r  t h e  inaugurat ion of the  new Governor 

and Lieutenant  Governor i n  appropr ia te  ceremonies. 

Sec t ion  6. Committee on Trans i t ion .  

(a)  For t h e  purpose of ca r ry ing  out the  d u t i e s  of t h e  

Off ice  of the  Governor-elect, t h e  Governor-elect may e s t a b l i s h  

a  Committee on Trans i t ion ,  the  members of which s h a l l  be 

appointed bv and serve a t  t h e  p leasure  of the  Governor-elect. 
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(b )  Any hranch,  o f f i c e .  agency, board ,  commission, 

i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y ,  o r  o t h e r  e n t i t y  of t h e  Commonwealth Government 

which employs any pe r son  appointed t o  t h e  c o n ~ n i t t e e  may a s s i g n ,  

as a v a i l a b l e  wi thout  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  t h e  r o u t i n e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of government. t h e  pe r son  on re imbursable  o r  

non-reimbursable d e t a i l  t o  t h e  committee f o r  such t ime a s  t h e  

Governor-e lec t  may r e q u e s t .  \ b i l e  so  d e t a i l e d ,  t h e  employee s h a l l  

be r e s p o n s i b l e  on ly  t o  t h e  Governor-elrc: f o r  t h e  performance of 

h i s  d u t i e s ;  PROVIDED, t h a t  any employee s o  d e t a i l e d  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  

t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  compensation provided pursuant  t o  l a w  f o r  h i s  

r e g u l a r  employment, and s h a l l  r e t a i n  t h e  r i g h t s  and p r i v i l e g e s  

of  h i s  employment wi thou t  i n t e r r u p t i o n .  Such pe r sons  s h a l l  n o t  

r e c e i v e  any a d d i t i o n a l  compensation by v i r t u e  of  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  

on such committee. 

( c )  Any pe r son  appointed t o  t h e  Committee who is n o t  

. . 
SULJL- ;  :L. -~:.iil ;::r;~a.:: t s  -.!hnr?+'rq (h\ qf  t h i s  s ~ = r t ! n n  may 

be  compensated pu r suan t  t o  shor t - term employment c o n t r a c t s  f o r  

s e r v i c e  a c t u a l l y  rendered a t  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  r a t e  t o  be  determined 

by t h e  Governor-e lec t  pursuant  t o  budgetary  a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  No 

such pe r son  s h a l l  become a member of t h e  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  by v i r t u e  

of such appointment.  

(d) The Committee m y  be a s s i s t e d  by pe r sons  of i ts own 

choosing who s h a l l  n o t  be compensated f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s ,  but  who 

may b e  reimbursed f o r  r easonab le  and necessary  expenses i n c i d e n t  

t o  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e .  
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-- 

( e )  The Governor may make c l e r i c a l  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Governor-e lec t  on t h e  s a n e  b a s i s  

a s  provided i n  s u b s e c t i o n  (b) of t h i s  Sec t ion .  

S e c t i o n  7. Employees. The O f f i c e  of t h e  Governor-elect may 

engage t h e  s e r v i c e s  of p r i v a t e  f i r m s ,  e x p e r t s ,  c o n s u l t a n t s ,  and o t h e r  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  and may employ such s t a f f  a s  necessa ry  t o  c a r r y  ou t  t h e  

purposes  of t h i s  Act. Co person employed under t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  

become a member of t h e  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  by v i r t u e  of such employment. 

S e c t i o n  8. F a c i l i t i e s .  S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  f o r  Admin i s t r a t ion  may 

p rov ide ,  upon r e q u e s t ,  when such is  a v a i l a b l e ,  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  

Governor-e lec t  f o r  u s e  i n  connec t ion  wi th  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  

assumpt ion of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  a s  Governor, necessa ry  s e r v i c e s  and 

f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s u i t a b l e  o f f i c e  space  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  equipped 

wi th  f u r n i t u r e ,  f u r n i s h i n g s .  and o f f i c e  s u p p l i e s  a s  determined by 

t h e  S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  f o r  Admin i s t r a t ion  a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  wi th  t h e  

G o v e r m i - e l e c t ,  with:? t h e  governwil t  c;;.+;v..-. 1.: :he eveq t  ;f:'rr- 

s p a c e  is n o t  provided,  t h e  Governor-e lec t  may execu te  a  s h o r t - t e z  

l e a s e  agreement f o r  o f f i c e  space .  

S e c t i o n  9. Terminat ion of A c t i v i t i e s ,  The O f f i c e  of t h e  

Governor-elect s h a l l  c e a s e  o p e r a t i o n s  upon t h e  i n a u g u r a t i o n  of t h e  new 

Governor; PROVIDED, t h a t  t h e  s t a f f  s h a l l  p repa re  and submit  a  f i n a n c i a l  

summary and a c t i v i t i e s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Governor and L e g i s l a t u r e  30 days  

a f t e r  t h e  inaugura t ion .  

S e c t i o n  10. A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  and Reprogramminp.. The Governor s h a l l  

i r lc luac  i n  h i s  budget submiss ion t o  t h e  Le)! , i s la ture .  f o r  each f i s c a l  
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year  i n  which h i s  r e g u l a r  term of o f f i c e  w i l l  e x p i r e ,  an i d e n t i f i e d  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  c a r r y i n g  out  t h e  pu rposes  of t h i s  Act. Tlie funds  

subsequen t ly  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f o r  usc  under  t h i s  Act s h a l l  remain 

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  any one g u b e r n a t o r i a l  t r a n s i t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  f i s c a l  

y e a r  i n  which t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  occurs .  The D i r e c t o r  of Finance is 

a u t h o r i z e d  t o  expend a l l  funds  necessa ry  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  purposes  

of t h i s  Act. I n  t h e  event  t h e  L e g i s l a t n r e  f a i l s  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  

t h e  necessa ry  funds  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  purposes  of t h i s  k t ,  t h e  

Governor s h a l l  reprogram r e s o u r c e s  appropr i a t ed  t o  e x e c u t i v e  

depa r tmen t s ,  agenc ie s ,  boa rds ,  and commission s o  t h a t  t h e  purposes  

of t h i s  Act may be achieved.  

S e c t i o n  11. E f f e c t i v e  Date.  T h i s  Act s h a l l  t ake  e f f e c t  upon its 

approva l  by t h e  Governor, o r  upon i t s  beconing law wi thou t  such approva l .  

Herber t  S .  Del Kosar io  
Chief Clerk  




