
THIRD NORTHERN MARIAPIAS COFMONWEALTB LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION, 1983 

AN ACT 

To p r o v i d e  t h e  Governor w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  l e a s e  c e r t a i n  
w a t e r s  immediate ly  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  I s l a n d s  of T i n i a n  and 
F a r a l l o n  de  M e d i n i l l a  t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Government, and 
f o r  o t h e r  purposes .  

O f f e r e d  5y S e n a t o r  Ponc iano  C. Rasa 

Date P r e f i l e d :  J a n u a r y  4 ,  1983 

SESATE ACTION 

R e f e r r e d  t o :  Committee on Resources ,  Economic Development, and 
Programs 

F i r s t  and F i n a l  
3ead ing  : J a n u a r y  5 ,  1983 

HOUSE ACTION 

F i r s t  and F i n a l  
Reading: J a n u a r y  5,  1983 

1 W c i o  K. quicho$b 
S e n a t e  L e g i s l a t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  

I 



SECOSD KEGULAK SESSIOE, 1953  

3 E  I T  Et;t\CTED BY THE SORTSEkIi ?iARIAE:kS CO?IF!OMJEALTtl LECTSLATYRE: 

S e c t i o n  1. Purpose .  Tine p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  A c t  i s  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  

Cornonweal th  o f  t h e  Nor rhe rn  S k r i a n a  I s l a n d s  t o  lease t o  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  o f  America c e r t a i n  o f  t h e  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  Commonwealth i n m e d i a t e l y  

a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  I s l a n d s  o f  T i n i a n  and  F a r a l l o n  d e  M e d i n i l l a  a s  p r o v i d e d  

i n  S e c t i o n  802 of t h e  Covenant .  

S e c t i o n  2. D e l e g a t i o n  o f  A u t h o r i t y  t o  t h e  Governor .  On b e h a l f  

of t h e  Comnonwealth o f  t h e  S c r t h e r n  Mar i ana  I s l a n d s ,  t h e  Governor  may 

e x c c u t e  a l e a s e  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  . b . e r i c a  which s h a l l  c o n t a i n  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  v e r b a t i m  g r a n t  o f  Conn~onwealth waters: 

"Grant  by Conmonwzal t h .  T h e  Commonwealth d o e s  h e r e b y  ---- --- 

g r a n t ,  c e n i s e ,  and l e t  u n t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  s u b j e c t  to  a l l  

t h e  terms, c o v e n a n t s  a n l  c o n d i t i o n s  h e r e i n a f t e r  set  f o r t h ,  

a c d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d o e s  h e r e b y  a c c e p t  and  r e n t  f rom t h e  

C o m n o n ~ ~ e a l t h  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  502 O F  t h e  Covenant  waters 

o f  t h e  Cornonweal th  i r i n e d i a t e l y  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  l e a s e d  s u r f a c e  

l a n d s  on T i n i a n  and F a r a l l o n  d c  b!ed i n i l l a  I s l a n d s ,  Conmonwealt i~ 

o f  t h e  i i o r t h e r n  Y a r i a n a  I s l a n d s ,  h e r e i n a b o v e  l e a s e d  t o  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  by t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n .  The U n i t e d  S t n t c s  s h a l l  have 

t h e  r i g h t  w i t h i n  t h e  w a t e r s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  a c c e s s  and e ,  -,ress t o  

t h e  leased s u r f  a c e  l a n d s  and t o  c o n s  t r u c t  r e a s o n a b l e  p o r t  

facilities; P R O V I D E D ,  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s h a l l  d i s t u r b  t o  



t h e  min inun  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e  t h e  s e a b e d  and s u b s o i l  i n  e x e r c i s i n g  

i ts  r i g h t  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The Conmonwe;ilth r e t a i n s  t h e  r i g h t ,  

w i t h o u t  undue i n t e r f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  r i g h t s  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

i~ndt! r  t h  i.; [.e.?se r\:rz;?!wn t t o  ,::-:ploi L t h e  1 i7:ing 2nd nun-1 i - r i n g  

r e s a u r c e s  o f  t h e  v n t t l r s  i n r e d i a t e l y  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  l e a s e d  

s u r f a c e  l a n d s .  " 

S e c t i o n  3 .  The a u t h o r i c y  g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  Governor  p u r s u a n t  t o  

S e c t i o n  2 of t h i s  A c t  s h a l l  be  o t h e r w i s e  s t r i c t l y  c o n s t r u e d ,  and a n r  

f u r t h e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o r  a g r e e m e n t s  be tween  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  of  

America and t h e  Cornonwea l th  of t h e  N o r t h e r n  FIar iana  I s l a n d s  p e r t a i n i n g  

t o  t h e  waters h e r e i n  a u t h o r i z e d  f o r  lease s h a l l  be  approved  by law. 

S e c t i o n  4. E f f e c t i v e  .Date. T h i s  Act  s h a l l  b e  deemed t o  h a v e  

t a k e n  e f f e c t  upon J a n u a r y  1, 1983.  

ATTEST : 

-- 
P e d r o  P. T e f l r i o  ./ 
G a v e r a o r  
Co~;~nonweal  t 11 of t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana  

I s l a n d s  


