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pV January 26, 1984 

The Honorable Vicente M. Sablan 
Speaker, House of Representatives 
Fomth Nor thern  Marianas ccmmnwealth 

Legislature 
Saipan, CM 96950 

and 

The Honorable Ponciano C. Rasa 
President of the Senate 
Fourth Northern Marianas Ccmmnwealth 

Legislature 
Saipan, a 96950 

Dear M r .  Speaker and M r .  President: 

This is to  inform you that I have s i p e d  into law House B i l l  
No. 369, entitled, "To establish a h s t e a d  program for the 
purpose of cmpensating those persons who have k e n  inadequately 
compensated for transfers of interests in and encroachwnts upon 
land caused by prior governmental action, and for other purposes." 

It gives re great pleasure to  be able to assis t  those land owners 
s b  have suffered economic loss as a result of prior land exchanges. 
Establishing priorities which muld allow these individuals to 
acquire hornstead property is one method of resolving long-standing 
inequities. House B i l l  No. 369 becores Public Law No. 3-103. 
Copies bearing my signature are forwarded for your ready reference. 

Sincerely, - 
CC: Special Assistant for Programs and Legislative Review 
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H.B.  NO. 369 

THIRD NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE 

FOURTH REGULAR SESSION, 1984 

AN ACT 

To establish a homestead program for  the purpose of compensating 
those persons who have been inadequately compensated for  transfers 
o f  in te res t s  i n  and encroachments upon land caused by prior 
governmental action, and for  other purposes. 

Offered by Representative Jose M. Tai tan0 

Date: January 7,  1984 

House Action 

F i r s t  and Final Reading: January 7, 1984 

Senate Action 

Fi rs t  and Final Reading: January 7, 1984 

t 
- J/l,l/& 

Herbert S. Del Rosario 
Chief Clerk 
House o f  Representatives 



PUBLIC LAW NO. 3-103 

THIRD NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE HOUSE BILL NO. 369 

FOURTH REGULAR SESSION, 1983 

AN ACT 

To e s t a b l i s h  a homestead program f o r  the  purpose o f  compensating 
those persons who have been inadequate ly  compensated f o r  t r a n s f e r s  
o f  i n t e r e s t s  i n  and encroachments upon land  caused by p r i o r  
governmental ac t ion ,  and f o r  o t h e r  purposes. 

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE: 

1 Sec t ion  1. Shor t  T i t l e .  Th is  Act  may be c i t e d  as t h e  Nor thern 

2 Mariana I s l a n d s  Homestead Compensation Ac t  o f  1984. 

3 Sect ion 2. L e g i s l a t i v e  F ind ings and Requirements. 

4 ( a )  The L e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e r e  a re  many 

5 r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Nor thern Mariana Is lands  and t h e i r  h e i r s  

who have been inadequate ly  compensated f o r  t h e  t r a n s f e r  

o f  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  i n  and/or encroachments upon t h e i r  

lands t h a t  were caused by p r i o r  governmental ac t ion .  

Sec t ion  7 o f  t h e  Schedule on T r a n s i t i o n a l  Mat te rs  o f  

t h e  Commonweal t h  C o n s t i t u t i o n  prov ides f o r  t h e  

l e g i s l a t i v e  s tudy o f  t h e  l a n d  tak ings  problem i n  the  

Commonwealth. A f t e r  5 years o f  study, i n c l u d i n g  t h r e e  

p u b l i c  hear ings upon t h i s  b i l l ,  t he  index ing  o f  a l l  

Land Commission records by t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  House o f  

Representat ives, and t h e  co l  l e c t i o n  o f  a1 1 p r e l  im inary  

documents i n  an indexed notebook, t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  

t h a t  the  j u d i c i a l  d o c t r i n e  o f  laches and t h e  s t a t u t e  o f  

l i m i t a t i o n s  should no longer  serve as an excuse t o  deny 

compensatory r e l i e f  t o  persons who have rece ived  no 

20 compensation o r  who have been inadequate ly  compensated 

2 1  f o r  these l a n d  tak ings  and encroachments. 
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The Legislature fur ther  f inds tha t  while the 

Commonwealth Constitution prohibits  the Legislature 

from awarding monetary compensation to these persons, 

the Constitution permits the  Legislature to  compensate 

these persons by granting them pr io r i ty  with respect to  

el igi  bil  i  t y  in a homestead compensation program. The 

Analysis of the Constutition s t a t e s  the following with 

respect t o  Section 7 of the Schedule on Transitional 

Matters: 

Section 7. S ta tu tes  of Limitations. This 

section provides tha t  the l eg i s l a tu re  may repeal 

any s t a t u t e  of l imi ta t ions  currently in force in 

the Commonwealth. I t  may do so only a f t e r  

completing a study required by t h i s  provision. 

The l eg i s l a tu re  may repeal a s t a t u t e  of 

l imi ta t ions  only fo r  the limited purpose of 

providing compensation to persons involved in 

transactions as to which the  s t a t u t e  has barred 

claims. That compensation may not be monetary 

but may be only in the form of a p r io r i ty  with 

respect  to the  d is t r ibut ion of public lands. 

Since the l eg i s l a tu re  has power with respect to  

public lands only over the homestead program, the 

only form of compensation available i s  p r io r i ty  
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w i t h  respec t  t o  e l i g i b i l i t y  i n  the  homestead 

program. I f  the  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  repea ls  these 

s t a t u t e s  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  

p e r m i t t i n g  c la ims aga ins t  t h e  Commonwealth 

government, a  c o u r t  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency 

cou ld  cons ider  p r e v i o u s l y  e x p i r e d  c la ims  and 

determine the  damages o f  aggr ieved p a r t i e s .  

The L e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  t h a t  the re  a re  severa l  

major  ca tegor ies  o f  t r a n s f e r s  o f  i n t e r e s t s  i n  and/or 

encroachments upon 1  ands f o r  which inadequate 

compensation has been awarded by p r i o r  governmental 

e n t i t i e s  i n  t h e  Nor thern Marianas. The groups your  

Committee has i d e n t i f i e d  i n c l u d e  the  f o l l o w i n g  persons: 

(1 )  those landowners who l o s t  a l l  o r  a  

p a r t  o f  t h e i r  lands when t h e i r  lands were seized 

w i t h o u t  adequate compensation f o r  p u b l i c  road 

b u i l d i n g  purposes; 

(2)  those 1  andowners whose 1 ands were 

encroached upon by exchange p r o p e r t i e s  ; 

(3) those 1  andowners whose 1  ands t h e  Un i ted  

S ta tes  Naval Admini s t r a t i o n  and T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  

Government assumed were p r i v a t e l y  h e l d  by o t h e r  

persons o r  were pub l i c ,  because no persons o r  

documents were examined t o  show otherwise,  when 

i n  f a c t  the the  lands were p r i v a t e ;  and 
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( 4 )  those landowners whose lands t h e  Uni ted 

S ta tes  Naval A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  

Government assumed were p u b l i c  based on an i n i t i a l  

t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  a  document, which showed t h a t  t h e  

land  was so ld.  Upon a  second t r a n s l a t i o n ,  the  

documents revealed t h a t  t h e  1  andowners s o l d  on1 y  

a  r i g h t  way o r  some o t h e r  i n t e r e s t .  

Persons o t h e r  than those who f a l l  w i t h i n  these s i x  

ca tegor ies  may a l s o  a s s e r t  claims, f o r  the  r e l i e f  prov ided 

by t h i s  Act  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  those landowners and t h e i r  

h e i r s  who can prove they were inadequate ly  compensated 

f o r  t r a n s f e r s  o f  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  i n  o r  encroachments upon 

t h e i r  l and  caused by government a c t i o n  a f t e r  January 1, 

1946, b u t  p r i o r  t o  January 9, 1978. 

As recommended by t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Analys is ,  i t  

i s  the  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  Act  t o  p rov ide  p r i o r i t y  w i t h  

respec t  t o  homestead e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  those landowners 

and t h e i r  h e i r s  who can prove by a  preponderance o f  t h e  

evidence t h a t  they were inadequate ly  compensated by pas t  

governmental a c t i o n  f o r  t r a n s f e r s  o f  i n t e r e s t s  i n  and 

encroachments upon t h e i r  land. The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

Ana lys is  recommends t h a t  the  L e g i s l a t u r e  des ignate t h e  

Commonwealth T r i a l  Cour t  o r  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  agency t o  

a d j u d i c a t e  t h e  claims. The Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  

Marianas P u b l i c  Land Corporat ion ("MPLC") has been 
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selected by the Legislature as the administrative body 

to weigh on a case by case basis the nature and extent 

of the land claims asserted by the landowners or  t h e i r  

heirs.  I t  i s  f e l t  t ha t  upon request the MPLC can conduct 

the proceedings in Chamorro or  Carolinian and in a l e s s  

formal and l e g a l i s t i c  manner than tha t  required by the 

court .  The Marianas Public Land Corporation shal l  not 

r e j e c t  a claim because of the doctrine of laches or the  

expiration of the s t a t u t e  of l imi ta t ions .  In the event 

the Marianas Public Land Corporation determines tha t  an 

appl icant ' s  claim j s  ju s t i f i ed  in whole or  in par t ,  i t  

shall  award the appl icant  compensation. The p r io r i ty  

between applicants who have been granted homestead 

compensation l o t s  under t h i s  Act shall  be determined 

by regulations issued by the Marianas Public Land 

Corporation which a re  consistent  with t h i s  Act. 

(b)  The Legislature fur ther  f inds tha t  there a re  

public lands within the Northern Mariana Islands t h a t  

may be made available by the Marianas Pub1 i c  Land 

Corporation to  compensate those residents who have been 

inadequately compensated f o r  t ransfers  of in t e res t s  in 

and encroachments upon land caused by prior governmental 

action.  In the event there a re  insu f f i c i en t  lands 

designated fo r  compensation by the MPLC, the MPLC shall  

revise the Master Land Use Plan to  provide su f f i c i en t  
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p u b l i c  lands t o  meet the  compensation requirements o f  

t h i s  Act. Homestead compensation lands s h a l l  be 

separa te ly  designated and admin is tered by t h e  MPLC 

from o t h e r  homestead programs c rea ted  by law. 

( c )  It i s  the  purpose o f  t h i s  Act  t o :  

(1 )  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  Nor thern Mariana I s l a n d s  

Homestead Compensation Program f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s 

Sect 

descr ibed above. 

( 2 )  p rov ide  t h e  MPLC w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  a u t h o r i t y  

t o  implement t h i s  Act. 

on 3. Designat ion o f  Homestead Compensation Areas. Wi th in  

60 days a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  date o f  t h i s  Act, the  MPLC s h a l l  des ignate 

p u b l i c  lands s u i t a b l e  f o r  homestead compensation purposes, and which 

a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  f o r  government use o r  reserved f o r  o t h e r  purposes by 

any o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  law. A homestead may i n c l u d e  an area o f  up t o  

5 hectares;  Provided, t h a t  t h e  MPLC may award an area i n  excess o f  5 

hectares i f  such an award i s  i n  the  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  j u s t i c e  and 

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  f i v e  f a c t o r s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  Sec t ion  6 ( c )  and t h e  

compensation prov ided t o  a p p l i c a n t s  who a r e  s i m i l a r l y  s i t u a t e d .  

Whenever p o s s i b l e  lands w i t h  p u b l i c  access, water, and e l e c t r i c i t y  

s h a l l  be des ignated as homestead compensation lands. 

Sec t ion  4. Establ ishment  o f  Homestead Compensation Program. A 

Homestead Compensation Program i s  es tab l i shed  under t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  

t h e  MPLC. The implementat ion o f  t h e  program s h a l l  be as prov ided by 

t h i s  Act  and t h e  p o l i c i e s ,  r u l e s ,  and r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  MPLC which 
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a r e  n o t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h i s  Act. The MPLC s h a l l  a s s i s t  i n  the  

implementat ion o f  t h i s  program by o b t a i n i n g  and index ing  l a n d  records 

from o t h e r  governmental agencies which may a s s i s t  a p p l i c a n t s  and t h e  

MPLC i n  de te rmin ing  e l i g i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  program. 

Sect ion 5. El i q i b i l i t y  C r i t e r i a .  App l i can ts  f o r  the  Homestead 

Compensation Program s h a l l  meet t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e l  i g i b i l  i ty c r i t e r i a :  

(a )  An a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  be o f  Nor thern Marianas decent 

as d e f i n e d  i n  A r t i c l e  12, Sec t ion  4  o f  t h e  Commonwealth 

C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  

(b) An a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  be a t  l e a s t  18 years  old; 

( c )  An a p p l i c a n t  o r  h i s  o r  her  spouse may own, 

have an i n t e r e s t  i n ,  o r  be a  r e c i p i e n t  o f  a  v i l l a g e  

homestead l o t  b u t  s h a l l  n o t  own o r  have any i n t e r e s t  

i n  any a g r i c u l t u r a l  homestead o r  have been a  r e c i p i e n t  

o f  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  homestead. The Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  

o f  t h e  MPLC may waive t h i s  requi rement  i f  i n  i t s  o p i n i o n  

t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  w i t h  respec t  t o  an 

a p p l i c a n t  would depr i ve  an a p p l i c a n t  o f  f a i r  compensation 

f o r  a  p r i o r  t r a n s f e r  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  o r  encroachment upon 

the  a p p l i c a n t ' s  land;  and 

( d )  An a p p l i c a n t  o r  h i s  o r  her  predecessor i n  

i n t e r e s t  s h a l l  have been inadequate ly  compensated f o r  

a  t r a n s f e r  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  o r  encroachment upon l a n d  

caused by p r i o r  governmental a c t i o n  a f t e r  January 1, 

1946, b u t  p r i o r  t o  January 9, 1978. 
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Section 6. Appl ica t ion f o r  Homestead Compensation. 

( a )  An application f o r  homestead compensation 

shal l  be made within two years from the  e f fec t ive  date 

of t h i s  Act. The application shal l  be made on f o m s  

provided by the MPLC within 30 days from the ef fec t ive  

date of t h i s  Act. The application shall  contain: 

(1 )  a l l  statements of f a c t  upon which 

the applicant r e l i e s  to  es tabl ish  tha t  he 

or  h is  predecessor i n  i n t e r e s t  has been 

inadequately compensated f o r  a t ransfer  of 

i n t e r e s t  in or  encroachment upon land caused 

by prior governmental action; 

(2 )  a l l  information necessary to  

determine tha t  the applicant has met the  

e l i g i b i l i t y  c r i t e r i a  s e t  for th  in Section 5 

of t h i s  Act; 

(3)  a l l  information necessary to  

determine the nature and extent of the  

i n t e r e s t  and compensation tha t  the applicant 

claims, including, i f  deemed necessary by the 

MPLC, a l i s t  of the  names and the nature of 

the in t e res t s  of the heirs of his or  her 

predecessor in in t e res t ;  and 

( 4 )  such other data a s  the MPLC may 

determine necessary and consistent  with the 

policy of t h i s  Act. 

Page 8 



PUBLIC LAW NO. 3-103 

H.B. No. 369 

( b )  The MPLC shal l  careful ly  consider a l l  essent ia l  

f ac t s  and information s e t  for th  by the applicant.  Upon 

request of the applicant,  the MPLC shal l  provide the 

applicant a f u l l  administrative hearing upon the 

application,  pursuant t o  17 TTC Sections 8 - 10. If  

the application i s  supported by a preponderance of the 

evidence submitted, taking in to  account h is tor ica l  

circumstances such as  the nonavailabili ty of counsel and 

the lack of accurate writ ten land records in the Northern 

Marianas, the MPLC shall  approve the el i g i b i l i t y  of the 

applicant or  present evidence su f f i c i en t  to  rebut and 

prove why the applicant should be denied e l i g i b i l i t y .  The 

determination shall  be made within s ix  months from the date 

of receipt  of a complete application; Provided, tha t  t he  

MPLC may extend the s ix  month determination period fo r  an 

application,  and additional s i x  months i f  i t  f inds  

compelling reasons to  do so. In the event the MPLC 

denies the e l i g i b i l i t y  of an applicant,  i t  shall  promptly 

s t a t e  in writing i t s  findings and conclusions, and the 

reasons or basis fo r  them, on a l l  material issues of f a c t ,  

law, or  d iscre t ion presented on the record. No applicant 

shal l  be denied e l i g i b i l i t y  in t h i s  program on account of 

the doctrine of laches or  the running of the s t a t u t e  of 

1 imitat ions.  
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( c )  Upon a determination tha t  an applicant i s  

e l i g i b l e  fo r  the  Homestead Compensation Program, the MPLC 

shall  determine the s ize  and s i t e  of the homestead to be 

awarded, taking in to  account such fac tors  a s :  

(1 )  the market value, qual i ty ,  and quanti ty 

of the land(s)  taken or  encroached upon; 

(2) the nature and extent of the appl icant ' s  

i n t e r e s t  in the land and the adequacy of the 

compensation, i f  any, which has been previously 

awarded and/or which may be awarded to  the  

applicant;  

(3) the period of time during which the 

applicant has been deprived of the use of his 

lands; 

(4 )  the  f a i r  market value, qual i ty ,  and 

quanti ty of the homestead lands tha t  a re  

avai lable  f o r  d i s t r ibu t ion ;  and 

(5 )  the compensation previously awarded 

to  applicants who a r e  s imi lar ly  s i tua ted .  

(d )  The MPLC shall  of fer  an e l i g i b l e  applicant a 

compensation homestead within one year of the date upon 

which the applicant i s  c e r t i f i e d  a s  e l ig ib le  to  receive 

a compensation homestead. Whenever possible, and i f  so 

requested by the applicant,  the MPLC shall  return fee  

simple t i t l e  of the original  lands in issue t o  the 
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1 former owners or  t h e i r  heirs.  Whenever possible, the 

2 MPLC shal l  o f fe r  an applicant a compensation homestead 

3 on the island of h is  choice. 

4 ( e )  In the  event an applicant wishes to  appeal a 

5 compensation determination by the MPLC, he shal l  do so 

6 t o  the Commonwealth Trial  Court within 60 days from the  

7 date he i s  notif ied of the determination and pursuant 

8 t o  the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act 

9 in T i t l e  17 of the Trust Terri tory Code. 

10 Section 7. Homestead Requirements of Art ic le  XI, Section 5 (a )  

11 and (b) of the Commonwealth Constitution. 

12 ( a )  A grantee shall  not receive a freehold 

13 i n t e r e s t  i n  a compensation homestead f o r  three years 

a f t e r  the homestead i s  granted. 

(b)  A grantee shall  not t ransfer  a freehold 

i n t e r e s t  in a compensation homestead fo r  ten years 

a f t e r  receipt  of the homestead, 

( c )  A grantee may mortgage his freehold i n t e r e s t  

i f  the grantee devotes a l l  funds received from the 

mortgage to  the improvement of the homestead land. 

Section 8. Issuance of Homestead Permit. Upon mutual agreement 

of the homestead compensation lands to  be awarded, the MPLC shall  

i ssue  the grantee a permit to  enter ,  use, and improve the land. The 

permit shall  describe the land and shall  contain a reservation of 

necessary r igh t s  of way, public roads, easements, mineral and water 

r igh t s ,  and other uses deemed essential  t o  the public welfare. 
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Sec t ion  9. Standard o f  Review. Any de te rmina t ion  o f  e l i g i b i l i t y  

o r  award o f  compensation by t h e  MPLC under t h i s  Ac t  s h a l l  be a f f i r m e d  

i f  the  c o u r t  f i n d s  i t  supported by s u b s t a n t i a l  evidence found i n  the  

record  taken as a  whole and c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  requi rements o f  t h e  

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Procedure Ac t  i n  T i t l e  17 o f  t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  Code. 

Sec t ion  10. A p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  Law. The p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  

Laws 1-42, 2-13, and 67 TTC Sec t ion  201 e t  seq., as amended, s h a l l  

n o t  app ly  t o  t h e  homesteads e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h i s  Act.  

Sec t ion  11. Rules and Regulat ions. The MPLC s h a l l  adopt r u l e s  

and r e g u l a t i o n s  implementing t h i s  Ac t  w i t h i n  90 days from t h e  e f f e c t i v e  

da te  o f  t h i s  Act.  The MPLC may make p o l i c y  on homestead mat te rs  i f  the 

mat te rs  a r i s e  i n  t h e  course o f  admin is te r ing  t h e  homestead program and 

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  has n o t  es tab l i shed  any such p o l i c y  i n  t h i s  o r  any 

o t h e r  Act. The ac t ions ,  orders,  determinat ions,  procedures, r u l e s ,  

and r e g u l a t i o n s  adopted by the  MPLC s h a l l  a t  a l l  t imes comply w i t h  the 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Procedure Ac t  i n  T i t l e  17 o f  t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  Code. 

Sec t ion  12. Repor t ing Requirement. The MPLC s h a l l  r e p o r t  w i t h i n  

s i x  months a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  date o f  t h i s  a c t  and semi-annual ly 

t h e r e a f t e r  i n  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  Governor, the  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r s  o f  the  

l e g i s l a t u r e ,  and t h e  general p u b l i c  on the  progress t h e  MPLC has made 

i n  awarding compensation t o  those persons o r  t h e i r  h e i r s  who have 

been inadequate ly  compensated f o r  t r a n s f e r s  o f  i n t e r e s t s  i n  and 

encroachments upon l a n d  caused by p r i o r  governmental a c t i o n .  The 

r e p o r t  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  names o f  a l l  a p p l i c a n t s  under t h i s  Act, the  
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dates of t h e i r  applications,  the s t a tus  of t h e i r  applications,  the 

r e l i e f  awarded to  date,  and such other information a s  the  Governor 

or  presiding off icers  shal l  reasonably request or  the MPLC shall  

determine i s  appropriate. 

Section 13. Effect of Act on L iab i l i t y  of TTPI/US Government. 

Nothing in t h i s  Act shall  e f f ec t  the l i a b i l i t y  of or amount of 

damages owed by the Governments of the United Sta tes  and of the Trust 

Terr i tory  of the Pacific Islands to  any claimant o r  l i t i g a n t  fo r  any 

land encroachment o r  taking in which those governments may have 

part icipated prior to  the e f fec t ive  date of t h i s  Act. 

Section 14. Criminal Penalt ies.  Any person who knowingly or 

wi l l fu l ly  v io la tes  any provision of t h i s  Act with the in t en t  t o  

mislead another person o r  who submits any mater ia l ly  f a l s e  and 

misleading information under t h i s  Act shall  upon conviction be 

imprisoned fo r  not more than one year and fined not more than 

$5,000 or both. 

17 

18 regu 

19 such 

20 shal 

21 rema 

Section 15. Severabil i ty.  If  any provision of t h i s  Act or any 

ation or  order promulgated hereunder, or the application of any 

provision, regulation,  o r  order to  any person or  circumstances, 

be held invalid by a court  of competent jur isdic t ion,  the 

nder of t h i s  Act or  any regulations or  orders promulgated 

22 pursuant thereto or  the application of such provisions, regulations,  

23 or  orders to  persons o r  circumstances other than those to which i t  i s  

24 held inval id ,  shal l  not be affected thereby. 
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1 Sec t ion  16. E f f e c t i v e  Date. Th is  Ac t  s h a l l  take  e f f e c t  upon i t s  

2 approval by t h e  Governor, o r  upon i t s  becoming law w i t h o u t  such approval.  

ATTEST: 

He fber t  S. Del Rosario 
Ch ie f  C le rk  

K. Quichocho 
L e g i s l a t i v e  Secretary  

Pedro P. Tenor io /  
Governor / 
Commonwealth o f  t h e  Nor thern  Mariana Is lands  
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