
PUBLIC LAW NO. 2-44 

SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE HOUSE BILL 271, 
H.D.1, S.D.l 

THIRD SPECIAL SESSION, 1981 

AN ACT 

To provide limited reprogramming authority to the Governor for non-capital 
appropriations for Fiscal Year 1981. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE: 

Section 1. Except as provided in Section 3 of this Act, the 

Governor may reprogram funds between or among any item of appropriation 

appropriated to or for any department, office, agency, commission, or 

instrumentality of the Executive Branch, for non-capital purposes for 

Fiscal Year 1981, in any amount that does not increase or decrease the 

amount appropriated for such fiscal year for any such item by more than 

ten percent. 

Section 2. With the approval of the Legislature, the Governor may 

reprogram funds between or among any item referred to in Section 1 of 

this Act in an amount which would result in more than the percent 

change, cumulative and in total for the fiscal year, permitted by such 

section, or may reprogram or change any employee ceiling imposed by law 

with respect to any such item. The request of the Governor for such 

reprogramming shall be submitted in writing to the Chairman of the 

Committee on Appropriations of the House of Representatives and the 

Chairman of the Committee on Fiscal Affairs of the Senate for approval 

by the Legislature before the transfer of funds or other change takes 

place. Such request shall be considered approved by the Legislature 

if it has not been disapproved by either committee within five calendar 

days of its acknowledged official receipt. Either committee may propose 

to amend the request. If the other committee does not agree to such 
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amendment w i t h i n  t h e  five- day p e r i o d ,  t h e  r e q u e s t  s h a l l  be considered 

disapproved. I f  t h e  o t h e r  committee a g r e e s  t o  t h e  amendment, t h e  r e q u e s t  

s h a l l  be considered approved a s  amended, except  t h a t  t h e  Governor may 

choose n o t  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  reprogramming i f  h e  does  n o t  concur wi th  

t h e  amendment. I f  one committee d i sapproves  t h e  r e q u e s t  and t h e  o t h e r  

does  n o t ,  o r  i f  t h e  two committees do no t  ag ree  on any amendment t o  t h e  

r e q u e s t ,  t h e  two Chairmen s h a l l  a r r a n g e  a  j o i n t  meeting of t h e  two 

committees t o  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  an a t t empt  t o  r e s o l v e  them 

and t o  a r r i v e  a t  a s o l u t i o n ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  b e f o r e  t ak ing  f i n a l  a c t i o n  on 

t h e  r e q u e s t .  Notwithstanding t h e  procedure s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  preceding 

f i v e  s e n t e n c e s  of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  such reprogramming r e q u e s t  may be 

approved by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  by concur ren t  r e s o l u t i o n  a t  any time p r i o r  

t o  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  of such fiire-day pe r iod .  

S e c t i o n  3. (a) No funds appropr ia ted  from g r a n t s  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  

a s s i s t a n c e  rece ived  by t h e  Commonwealth and requ i red  t o  be reserved f o r  

a  S p e c i a l  Educat ion T r a i n i n g  Fund pursuant  t o  S e c t i o n  702(a) of t h e  

Covenant t o  E s t a b l i s h  a  Commonwealth of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  i n  

P o l i t i c a l  Union with  t h e  United S t a t e s  of America ( h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  

i n  t h i s  Act a s  t h e  "Covenant"), may be reprogrammed excep t  t o  ano ther  

i t em appropr ia ted  from such rese rved  funds. 

(b) No funds appropr ia ted  from g r a n t s  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  

a s s i s t a n c e  rece ived  by t h e  Commonwealth f o r  a n  Economic Development 

Loan Fund pursuant  t o  S e c t i o n  702(c) of t h e  Covenant s h a l l  be 

reprogrammed: Provided, t h a t  funds may be reprogrammed from any 

i t em appropr ia ted  from t h e  accumulated e a r n i n g s  of such Loan Fund t o  
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any other item appropriated from such earnings or to the corpus of 

the Fund itself. 

(c) No funds appropriated by the Emergency Appropriations 

Act of 1981 (P.L. 2-20) shall be reprogrammed by the Governor. except 

with the approval of the Legislature in the same manner as provided 

in Section 2 of this Act. 

(d) No funds appropriated by Section 2, Item 20 of Public 

Law 2-22 shall be reprogrammed by the Governor, except with the 

approval of the Legislature in the same manner as provided in 

Section 2 of this Act. 

(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of this Act, the 

Governor shall have unlimited reprogramming authority for the 

purpose of meeting payroll costs and for procurement of fuel for 

power generation. 

Section 4. If any provision of this Act, or the application of 

any such provision to any person or circumstance, shall be held invalid 

by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Act, or the 

application of such provision to persons or circumstances other than 

those to which it is held invalid, shall not be affected thereby. 
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1 Section 5. This Act sha l l  take e f f e c t  upon its approval by the 

2 Governor, or upon i t s  becoming law without such approval, and sha l l  

3 have no force or e f f e c t  a f t e r  September 30, 1981. 

n ATTEST: 
\ 

speaker of t h e - ~ o u s e  House Clerk - L' 

of the Northern Mariana Islands 


