PUBLIC LAWNO. 2-44

SECOND NCRTHERN VAR ANAS COMWMONVEALTH LEQ SLATURE HOUSE BILL 271,
H.D.1, SDI
TH RD SPECI AL SESSI ON, 1981

AN ACT

To provide linited reprogrammng authority to the Governor for non-capital
appropriations for Fiscal Year 1981.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE NORTHERN MARI ANAS COMMONWEALTH LEQ SLATURE

1 Section 1  Except as provided in Section 3 of this Act, the

2 CGovernor nay reprogramfunds between or anong any itemof appropriation
3 appropriated to or for any department, office, agency, conm ssion, or

4 instrunentality of the Executive Branch, for non-capital purposes for

5 Fiscal Year 1981, in any anount that does not increase or decrease the
6 anmount appropriated for such fiscal year for any such itemby nore than
7 ten percent.

8 Section 2 Wth the approval of the Legislature, the Governor may
9 reprogramfunds between or among any itemreferred to in Section 1 of
10 this Act in an anount which would result in nore than the percent

11  change, cunulative and in total for the fiscal year, pernmtted by such
12 section, or nay reprogramor change any enpl oyee ceiling inposed by |aw
13  wth respect to any such item The request of the Governor for such

14 reprogramming shal |l be subnitted in witing to the Chairman of the

15 Committee on Appropriations of the House of Representatives and the

16 Chairnan of the Conmttee on Fiscal Affairs of the Senate for approval
17 by the Legislature before the transfer of funds or other change takes
18 place. Such request shall be considered approved by the Legislature

19 if it has not been disapproved by either committee within five cal endar
20 days of its acknow edged official receipt. Ether conmittee nay propose

21 to anmend the request. |f the other committee does not agree to such
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amendment within the five—day period, the request shall be considered
disapproved. If the other committee agrees to the amendment, the request
shall be considered approved as amended, except that the Governor may
choose not to carry out the reprogramming if he does not concur with
the amendment. |f one committee disapproves the request and the other
does not, or if the two committees do not agree on any amendment to the
request, the two Chairmen shall arrange a joint meeting of the two
committees to discuss their differences in an attempt to resolve them
and to arrive at a solution, if possible, before taking final action on
the request. Notwithstanding the procedure set forth in the preceding
five sentences of this section, such reprogramming request may be
approved by the Legislature by concurrent resolution at any time prior
to the expiration of such five~day period.

Section 3. (a) No funds appropriated from grants for financial
assistance received by the Commonweath and required to be reserved for
a Special Education Training Fund pursuant to Section 702(a) of the
Covenant to Establish a Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands in
Political Union with the United States of America (hereafter referred to
in this Act as the "Covenant'), may be reprogrammed except to another
item appropriated from such reserved funds.

(b) No funds appropriated from grants for financial
assistance received by the Commonweath for an Economic Development
Loan Fund pursuant to Section 702(c) of the Covenant shall be
reprogrammed:  Provided, that funds may be reprogrammed from any

item appropriated from the accumulated earnings of such Loan Fund to
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any other itemappropriated fromsuch earnings or to the corpus of
the Fund itself.

(o) No funds appropriated by the Emergency Appropriations
Act of 1981 (PL 2-20) shall be reprogramed by the Governor. except
with the approval of the Legislature in the sane manner as provided
in Section 2 of this Act.

(d No funds appropriated by Section 2, I1tem20 of Public
Law 2- 22 shal | be reprogranmed by the CGovernor, except with the
approval of the Legislaturein the sane manner as provided in
Section 2 of this Act.

(e Not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of this Act, the
Governor shall have unlinited reprogrammng authority for the
pur pose of meeting payroll costs and for procurenent of fuel for
power generati on.

Section4 If any provision of this Act, or the application of
any such provision to any person or circunstance, shall be held invalid
by a court of conpetent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Act, or the
appl i cation of such provision to persons or circunstances other than

those to which it is held invalid, shall not be affected thereby.
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1 Section 5. This Act shall take effect upon its approval by the

2 Governor, or upon its becoming law without such approval, and shall

3

have no force or effect after September 30, 1981.
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