
SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE 

FOURTH REGULAR SESSION, 1981 

PUBLIC LAW NO. 2-35 

HOUSE BILL 255, S.D.l 

AN ACT 

Making app.ropr ia t ions  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  of  t h e  Mayor o f  t h e  Northern I s l a n d s  f o r  
F i s c a l  Year 1981, and f o r  o t h e r  purposes. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE: 

S e c t i o n  1. Purpose. Th i s  Act a p p r o p r i a t e s  funds from t h e  General Fund 

f o r  t h e  non- capi ta l  o p e r a t i o n s  and a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  Mayor of 

t h e  Northern I s l a n d s  f o r  F i s c a l  Year 1981, commencing October  1, 1980 

ex tend ing  through September 30, 1981. 

S e c t i o n  2. Appropria t ion.  For t h e  non- capi ta l  o p e r a t i o n s  and a c t i v i t i e s  

of t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  Mayor of t h e  Northern I s l a n d s  t h e  fo l lowing  sums a r e  

he reby  a p p r o p r i a t e d  from t h e  General  Fund: 

Item 1. For pe r sona l  s e r v i c e s  and pe rsonne l  b e n e f i t s  

f o r  no t  more than  2 employees, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

Mayor ...................................... $ 21,200 

I tem 2. For  a l l  o t h e r  necessa ry  e x p e n d i t u r e s  ....... $ 6,800 

S e c t i o n  3. Prohib, i t ion.  No o b l i g a t i o n ,  expend i tu re ,  agreement o r  

c o n t r a c t  f o r  expend i tu re  of Commonwealth Funds appropr ia ted  by t h i s  Act 

s h a l l  be made f o r  any purpose o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  purposes  f o r  which t h e  funds 

a r e  appropr ia ted  and on ly  a s  au thor ized  by t h e  Mayor o r  h i s  designee.  No 

funds appropr ia ted  by t h i s  Act s h a l l  be o b l i g a t e d ,  encumbered o r  o the rwise  

committed a f t e r  September 30, 1981. 

S e c t i o n  4. Reprogramming. No funds appropr ia ted  by t h i s  Act s h a l l  be 

reprogrammed o r  r e a l l o c a t e d  excep t  pursuan t  t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  o r  a s  o the rwise  

provided by law. No employee c e i l i n g  l i m i t  imposed by t h i s  A c t  may be changed 

o r  reprogrammed excep t  wi th  t h e  approva l  of  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a s  provided i n  t h i s  

s e c t i o n .  N e  funds s h a l l  be reprogrammed o t h e r  t h a n  t o  ano ther  i t em i n  t h i s  Act. 
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Sub jec t  t o  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  of t h i s  A c t ,  t h e  Mayor, wi th  t h e  approval  of t h e  

Governor, may reprogram funds between o r  among t h e  i t e m s  i n  t h i s  Act i n  any 

amount t h a t  does  n o t  i n c r e a s e  o r  dec rease  t h e  amount of any such i t em by 

more t h a n  twenty pe rcen t .  Not ice  of such reprogramming s h a l l  be  r e p o r t e d  i n  

w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  Chairman of t h e  Committee on Appropr ia t ions  of t h e  House of 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and t h e  Chairman of t h e  Committee on F i s c a l  A f f a i r s  of t h e  

Sena te  n o t  later t h a n  t h r e e  working days a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  t h e  Mayor t a k e s  such 

reprogramming a c t i o n .  If  t h e  reprogramming would r e s u l t  i n  more t h a n  t h e  

p e r c e n t  change, cumulat ive  and i n  t o t a l  f o r  t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  pe rmi t t ed  by t h i s  

s e c t i o n ,  o r  r e q u e s t s  a  change o r  reprogramming of any employee c e i l i n g  l i m i t  

imposed by t h i s  Act,  t h e  proposal  s h a l l  be submit ted i n  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  two 

Chairmen f o r  approval  by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  b e f o r e  t h e  t r a n s f e r  of funds o r  o t h e r  

change t a k e s  p lace .  Such reprogramming r e q u e s t  s h a l l  be cons ide red  approved by 

t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i f  it h a s  n o t  been disapproved by e i t h e r  Committee w i t h i n  f i v e  

c a l e n d a r  days  from t h e  d a t e  of i ts  acknowledged o f f i c i a l  r e c e i p t .  E i t h e r  

Committee may propose t o  amend t h e  reques t .  I f  t h e  o t h e r  Committee does  n o t  

a g r e e  t o  such an amendment w i t h i n  t h e  five- day p e r i o d ,  t h e  r e q u e s t  s h a l l  be 

considered disapproved. I f  t h e  o t h e r  Committee a g r e e s  t o  t h e  amendment, t h e  

r e q u e s t  s h a l l  be cons ide red  approved a s  amended, except  t h a t  t h e  Mayor may 

choose no t  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  reprogramming i f  he  does  n o t  concur with  t h e  

amendment. I f  one Committee disapproves  t h e  r e q u e s t  and t h e  o t h e r  does  n o t ,  o r  

i f  t h e  two Committees do n o t  ag ree  on any amendment t o  t h e  r e q u e s t ,  t h e  two 

Chairmen s h a l l  a r range  a  j o i n t  meeting of t h e  two Committees t o  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  an a t t empt  t o  r e s o l v e  them and t o  a r r i v e  a t  a  s o l u t i o n ,  i f  

p o s s i b l e ,  b e f o r e  t a k i n g  f i n a l  a c t i o n  on t h e  r e q u e s t .  Notwithstanding t h e  
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p r o c e d u r e  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  p reced ing  f i v e  s e n t e n c e s  of  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  such 

reprogramming r e q u e s t  may b e  approved by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  by c o n c u r r e n t  

r e s o l u t i o n  a t  any t i m e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  of  such f ive- day pe r iod .  

S e c t i o n  5. A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Gu ide l ines .  The d e t a i l e d  workshee t s ,  

s c h e d u l e s  and t a b l e s  submi t t ed  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  by t h e  Governor,  a s  

mod i f i ed  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  amounts a p p r o p r i a t e d  and a l l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  Act ,  

a r e  t o  be used by t h e  Mayor a s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t h e  purpose  

of a l l o c a t i n g  funds  a p p r o p r i a t e d  by t h i s  Act.  

S e c t i o n  6. P e n a l t i e s .  No funds  a p p r o p r i a t e d  by t h i s  Act s h a l l  be pa id  

o u t  of t h e  Genera l  Fund e x c e p t  pu r suan t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  Act. Any 

e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l  o r  any o f f i c e r  o r  employee of any b ranch ,  depa r tmen t ,  agency, 

commission, o f f i c e  o r  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  of  t h e  Government of  t h e  Commonwealth 

of t h e  Nor the rn  Mariana I s l a n d s  who s h a l l  knowingly and w i l f u l l y  v i o l a t e  any 

p r o v i s i o n  of t h i s  Act s h a l l ,  upon c o n v i c t i o n ,  be  f i n e d  no t  more than  one 

thousand d o l l a r s  o r  be imprisoned f o r  n o t  more than  one y e a r ,  o r  both .  

S e c t i o n  7. S e v e r a b i l i t y .  I f  any p r o v i s i o n  of  t h i s  Act ,  o r  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  of any such p r o v i s i o n  t o  any pe r son  o r  c i r cums tance ,  s h a l l  be  

h e l d  i n v a l i d  by a  c o u r t  of competent j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  t h e  remainder  of  t h i s  

Act ,  o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  such p r o v i s i o n  t o  p e r s o n s  o r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o t h e r  

than  t h o s e  t o  which i t  is  h e l d  i n v a l i d ,  s h a l l  n o t  be  a f f e c t e d  the reby .  
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1 Section 8. Effective Date. This Act shal l  take e f f ec t  upon its 

2 approval by the Governor, or upon its becoming law without such approval. 

- 
\ 

Pedro P./?enorio 
Speaker of the-House Presidedt of the Senate 

ATTEST: 

ommonwealth of the Northern Marian'a Islands / 


