
SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE 

FOURTH REGULAR SESSION, 1981 

PUBLIC LAW NO. 2-33 
HOUSE BILL NO. 250 

AN ACT 

Making a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  Board of E l e c t i o n s  f o r  F i s c a l  Year 1981, and f o r  
o t h e r  purposes. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE: 

S e c t i o n  1. Purpose. Th i s  Act a p p r o p r i a t e s  funds from t h e  General Fund 

f o r  t h e  non- capi ta l  o p e r a t i o n s  and a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Board of E l e c t i o n s  f o r  

F i s c a l  Year 1981, commencing October 1, 1980 extending through September 30, 

1981. 

S e c t i o n  2. Appropria t ion.  For t h e  non- capi ta l  o p e r a t i o n s  and a c t i v i t i e s  

of t h e  Board of  E l e c t i o n s  t h e  fo l lowing  sums a r e  hereby appropr ia ted  from t h e  

General Fund: 

Item 1. For pe r sona l  s e r v i c e s  and personnel  b e n e f i t s  

f o r  no t  more than  4 employees, and f o r  

compensation of  t h e  Members of t h e  Board 

of E l e c t i o n s  ............................ $ 45,200 

Item 2. For a l l  o t h e r  necessa ry  expend i tu res  .... $ 28,300 

S e c t i o n  3. P r o h i b i t i o n .  No o b l i g a t i o n ,  expend i tu re ,  agreement o r  c o n t r a c t  

f o r  expend i tu re  of Commonwealth Funds appropr ia ted  by t h i s  Act s h a l l  be made f o r  

any purpose o t h e r  than  t h e  purposes  f o r  which t h e  funds a r e  appropr ia ted  and 

on ly  a s  au thor ized  by t h e  Chairman of t h e  Board of E l e c t i o n s  o r  h i s  designee.  

No funds appropr ia ted  by t h i s  Act s h a l l  be o b l i g a t e d ,  encumbered o r  o the rwise  

committed a f t e r  September 30, 1981. 

Sec t ion  4. Reprogramming. No funds appropr ia ted  by t h i s  Act s h a l l  be 

reprogrammed o r  r e a l l o c a t e d  except  pursuant  t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  o r  a s  o the rwise  

provided by Law. No employee c e i l i n g  l i m i t  imposed by t h i s  A c t  may be changed 

o r  reprogrammed except  wi th  t h e  approval  of t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a s  provided i n  t h i s  
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s e c t i o n .  No funds s h a l l  be reprogrammed o t h e r  than t o  ano ther  i tem i n  t h i s  

Act, except  pursuant  t o  a  r e a l l o c a t i o n  o r  change under A r t i c l e  111, Sec t ion  15 

of t h e  Cons t i tu t ion .  Subject  t o  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  of t h i s  Act, t h e  Board of 

E l e c t i o n s ,  with t h e  approval  of t h e  Governor, may reprogram funds between t h e  

i t ems  i n  t h i s  Act i n  any amount t h a t  does not  i n c r e a s e  o r  decrease  t h e  amount 

of e i t h e r  such i t em by more than twenty percen t .  Notice of such r e p r o g r a m i n g  

s h a l l  be repor ted  i n  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  Chairman of t h e  Committee on Appropriat ions 

of t h e  House of Represen ta t ives  and t h e  Chairman of t h e  Committee on F i s c a l  

A f f a i r s  of t h e  Senate  n o t  l a t e r  than  t h r e e  working days a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  t h e  Board 

takes  such reprogramming a c t i o n .  I f  t h e  reprogramming would r e s u l t  i n  more than 

t h e  percen t  change, cumulat ive and i n  t o t a l  f o r  t h e  f i s c a l  year ,  permit ted by 

t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  o r  r e q u e s t s  a  change o r  reprogramming of any employee c e i l i n g  

l i m i t  imposed by t h i s  Act, t h e  p roposa l  s h a l l  be submitted i n  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  

two Chairmen f o r  approval  by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  before  t h e  t r a n s f e r  of funds o r  

o t h e r  change t a k e s  p lace .  Such reprogramming reques t  s h a l l  be considered 

approved by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i f  i t  h a s  not been disapproved by e i t h e r  Committee 

w i t h i n  f i v e  ca lendar  days from t h e  d a t e  oE its acknowledged o f f i c i a l  r e c e i p t .  

E i t h e r  C o m i t t e e  nay propose t o  amend t h e  reques t .  If  t h e  o t h e r  Committee does 

no t  agree  t o  such an amendment w i t h i n  t h e  five- day per iod ,  t h e  reques t  s h a l l  
I 

be considered disapproved. I f  t h e  o t h e r  Committee agrees  t o  t h e  amendment, 

t h e  r e q u e s t  s h a l l  be considered approved a s  amended, except  t h a t  t h e  Board 

may choose no t  t o  c a r r y  ou t  t h e  reprogramming i f  i t  does no t  concur wi th  t h e  

amendment. I f  one Committee disapproves t h e  reques t  and t h e  o t h e r  does n o t ,  

o r  i f  t h e  two Committees do not  agree  on any amendment t o  t h e  r e q u e s t ,  t h e  

two Chairmen s h a l l  a r range  a  j o i n t  meeting of t h e  two Committees t o  d i s c u s s  
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t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  an  a t tempt  t o  r e s o l v e  them and t o  a r r i v e  a t  a s o l u t i o n ,  

i f  p o s s i b l e ,  b e f o r e  t a k i n g  f i n a l  a c t i o n  on the  r eques t .  No twi ths t and ing  

t h e  procedure  set f o r t h  i n  t h e  preceding f i v e  s e n t e n c e s  of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  

such reprogramming r e q u e s t  may be  approved by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  by c o n c u r r e n t  

r e s o l u t i o n  a t  any t ime  p r i o r  t o  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  of  such five- day p e r i c d .  

S e c t i o n  5. Admin i s t r a t ive  Guidel ines .  The d e t a i l e d  worksheets ,  

s c h e d u l e s  and t a b l e s  submi t t ed  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  by t h e  Governor,  as 

modif ied  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  amounts a p p r o p r i a t e d  and a l l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  Act ,  

a r e  t o  be used by t h e  Board o f  E l e c t i o n s  as a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  g u i d e l i n e s  

f o r  t h e  purpose  o f  a l l o c a t i n g  funds  a p p r o p r i a t e d  by t h i s  Act. 

S e c t i o n  6. P e n a l t i e s .  r\b funds  a p p r o p r i a t e d -b y  t h i s  A c t  s h a l l  be 

paid  o u t  o f  t h e  General Fund e x c e p t  pursuant  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  Act. 

Any e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l  o r  any o f f i c e r  o r  employee o f  any branch, depa r tmen t ,  

agency, comniss ion,  o f f i c e  o r  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  of  t h e  Government o f  t h e  

Commonwealth of t h e  Northern  ELariana I s  l a n d s  who sha l l  knowingly and 

w i l f u l l y  v i o l a t e  any p rc , r i s ion  bE t h i s  Act shall:, upon c o n v i c t i o n ,  b e  

f i n e d  n o t  more than  one thousand d o l l a r s  o r  be imprisoned f o r  n o t  more 

than  one y e a r ,  o r  both.  

S e c t i o n  7. S e v e r a b i l i t y .  If any p r o v i s i o n  of t h i s  Act, o r  the 

a p p l i c a t i o n  of  any such p r o v i s i o n  t o  any pe r son  o r  c i rcumstance,  shal.1 b e  

h e l d  i n v a l i 2  by a c o u r t  o f  competent j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  t h e  remainder  o f  t h i s  

Act,  o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  such p r o v i s i o n  t o  p e r s o n s  o r  c i r cums tances  o t h e r  

than  t h o s e  t o  which it: is he ld  i n v a l i d ,  s h a l l  n o t  be  a f f e c t e d  thereby.  
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1 Section 8 .  Effective Date. This Act shal l  take e f f e c t  upon i t s  

2 approval by the Governor, or upon i t s  becoming law without such approval. 
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Joaquin I! p a m i d a n  Pedro P JTenorio 
speaker of the -~ouse  ~ r e s i d d n t  of the Senate 

\ ATTEST : 

Lh\ Senate Clerk 

7' mmonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 


