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THIRD R E G U L A R  SESSIO:i, 1931 

To i~:~plement the  U.S. Food Stamp Program in the  ?lorthern klariana Islands and 
f o r  o ther  purposes. 

B E  IT EFIACTED B Y  THE MORTHERi l  tMRIAilAS COi?rrIONYEALTH LEGISLATURE: 

Section 1. Defini t ions.  For the  purposes of t h i s  Act- 

( a )  "S ta te  Agency" rneans the  Comonwealth Department of 

Comuni t y  and Cul tu ra l  Af fa i r s ;  

( b )  "food" means any food o r  food products f o r  human 

consumption except alcohol i c  beverages and tobacco, and shal l  incl  u d 2  

seeds and p lants  and suppl ies  approved by the  United S t a t e s  Department 

of Agriculture f o r  use in gardening and in f i sh ing to  produce food f o r  

personal consumption of the  el i g i  bl e  household; 

( c )  "focd stamp coupons" means any coupon, stamp, o r  

type of c e r t i f i c a t e  used under the Fedci:al Food Stamp Act of 1977, 

a s  amended; and 

( d )  "AT? cards" means au thor iza t ion- to- par t i c ipa te  cards.  

Sect ion 2. Food Stamp Prcaram. As authorized by P.L.  1-28 the  

S t a t e  Agency sha l l  implement a  Food Stamp Program i n  the Cornonweal t h  

i n  accordance vritli the  provisions of the  Federal Food Stamp Act of 

1977. The S t a t e  Agency sha l l - -  

( a )  adopt r u l e s  and regula t ions  necessary t o  car ry  out  

the  Food Stamp Prograrn which shal l  have the  e f f e c t  of law; 

( b )  cooperate with the Federal Govcrninent and do a l l  

th ings  necessary t o  continile the Co;monweal t h ' s  el  ig i  b i l  i  t y  under 

the  Food Stamp Program; and 



( c )  take in to  accuuni in thc  perfori::znce o f  i t s  dut ies  

d n d  i : ~  conj:lnction v r i  th the U.S. Ezpartinent of Agriculture the 

? o c a ?  c i  xl;:nstances and condi t i  ons of t h e  Co1;;~:9n:.1cal th .  

k c t i o n  3. Unla:.if~il Acts. I'iot:.:i ths tanding any other  provision of 

1 .:.;-. - 

( a )  any p2rson receivii;g cissistance u ; i i ? t  t h a  Food 

2ta:np Progrm who f a i l s  t o  repor t  to thz S ta te  Agency a chancj~ of 

h i s  s t a t u s  kihich adversely a f f e c t s  h i s  e l i y - i b i l i t y  or  decreases 

tke  mount  of bene-fit f o r  which he i s  e l i g i b l e ,  x i t h i n  ten days. 

of t h ?  change, i s  g u i l t y  of a misdemeanor; 

( b )  any person who knowingly zakes fa1 se statements 

f o r  the  pdrpose of influencing the ac t ion  of the S ta te  Agency in 

connection with i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  under the  Federal Food Stamp 

Act of 1377, a s  amended, with respect  t o  the c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of 

h o u s c h ~ l d s  applying f o r  pa r t i c ipa t ion  in the Food Stamp Program and 

ti;? issuance ur,der such prograin of food stamp coupons t o  households 

i s  g u i l t y  of a misde~sanor ;  

( c )  any perscn ~ i h o  1:novlingly uses,  t r a n s f e r s ,  acquires ,  

a1  t e r s ,  or possesses food stamp coui)olls or  AT? cards in any manner 

not  authorized by the Federal Food Stazp Act of 1977 ,  a s  amended, 

or the Federal regula t ions  issued pursuant t h e r e t o ,  or  regula t ions  

of t h e  S t a t e  Agency, and the face value of such food stanip coupons 

o r  AT? cards i s  $100 or  l e s s  i s  g u i l t y  of a misde!neanor; 

( d  j any person who kno:.~i ngl y uses,  t r a n s f e r s ,  acquires ,  

a l t e r s ,  or  possesses food stamp coupons o r  ATP cards i n  any manner 
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: lot  L:I ttiorized ky t i i c  Fcderal Food Starnp flc t of 1377,  a s  s:ended, o r  

t!:? Fcderal regcla t ions  izsuecl pursuant the re to ,  or regula t ions  of 

t ~ ! c  S t a t e  Agency, and the face value of such food stamp coupons o r  

:'\TI' ct?rds exceeds SlOO i s  g u i l t y  of a  felony;  

) Zny p ~ r s o n  who k n o ~ ~ i n g l y  uses ,  t r z n s f e r s ,  acquires ,  

5:- possesses blznk AT? cards of the  S ta te  Agency in a  manner not 

duihorizec! by t h e  Sta te  Agency i s  guil ty of a f e l  ony; 

( f )  any person who kncwingly c o u n t e r f e i t s ,  forges ,  o r  

~ l t ~ r s  any food stanp coupons o r  any ATP cards issued by the  S t a t e  

::c;ei~cy in connection with i t s  responsi b i l  i  t i e s  under the  Federal 

Food Stamp k t  of  1 9 7 7 ,  a s  anended, i s  g u i l t y  of a  felony;  

(g )  any person who knovi ngly a1 t e r s ,  pub1 i  shes ,  o r  

puts  i n t o  c i rcul  z t ion  any ccunter fe i  t ,  forged, o r  a1 tered  food 

s t m p  coilcons or  ATP cards i s  g u i l t y  of a felony;  

( h )  any ;e:-son who th rea tens ,  in t imidates ,  brib2s o r  

aitc;ipts to bri b2 any of the  s t a f f ,  authorized rep resen ta t ives ,  

o r  agents of the  Food Stamp Proyran intending thereby t o  cause 

such persons t o  v i o l a t e  one or  more of the l a m  o r  regula t ions  

governing t i12 progrm i s  quil ty of a felony; 

( i )  any person who conveys, lends,  t r a n s f e r s  o r  otherwise 

disposcs of h is  propzrty in such a way a s  t o  maintain cle facto cont ro l  

over i t  f o r  the p u r p s e  of rendering h i s  household e l i g i b l e  f o r  

pa r t i c ipa t ion  in the  Food Stamp Program i s  g u i l t y  of a felony;  and 

( j )  any person who kno;.~ingly a i d s  o r  abets  another t o  

cci~irnit a  niisdcineanor under t h i s  sec t ion  i s  q u i l t y  of a  misdemeanor, 
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; ! r~ : l  ~ I n y  p z - s o n  xho knowin;;ly a ids  o r  abets  anothzr to co ;mi t  a  

feloily under t h i s  scctiori i s  g u i l t y  of a  felony. 

Section 4. Penal t i c s .  A person convicted of a felony under Section 

1 o f  t h i s  Act shal l  be panished by irnprisonrncnt f o r  not more than f i v e  

> :  3 1 J L I . . r ~ ,  o r  a  f i n e  not to  exceed $2,000, o r  both. A person convicted of a  

f s r  n o t  nore than one yea r ,  o r  a  f i n e  not t o  exceed $1,000, o r  both. The 

pznaltiies provided in t h i s  sec t ion  shal l  be exclusive under Corrirnonwealth 

la;./ f c r  any ac t ion  cons t i tu t ing  any such felony or  misdemeanor. 

Section 5. Other Uses of Food S t a m  Coupons. To the  ex ten t  

consistef i t  with the  Federa; Food Stamp Act of 1977,  a s  amended, o r  

t - e r ju i~ t i cns  jssued pursuant t h e r e t o ,  or  regula t ions  issued pursuant t o  

t!iis Act, use of food stanp coupons t o  acquire food f o r  consunption i n  

coixunal , re1 igious , and extended farnily a c t i v i t i e s  shal l  not be deerned 

an unautharized use or  t r a n s f e r  of food stamp coupons. 

Section 6. Effec t ive  Date. This Act shal l  take e f f e c t  upon i t s  

n 
approval by the Governor ,,m upor i t s  becoming law without such approval. 

'6 
\ . - ?;-;/ .c3!, ...:, ,:- 1.. \ 
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2. 

----.. _ _  
.-. - 

;-5aiq2in i .  Panqel -inan/ Pedro P. Tenorio - 
Speaker of t h e  House President  of the Senate 

ATTEST: 

" 

House Clerk 

, 1981 
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