
SECOND NORTHERN MARLANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION, 1980 

SENATE BILL NO. 2-61, 
H.D. 1 

AN ACT 

To a u t h o r i z e  t h e  Marianas P u b l i c  Land C o r p o r a t i o n  t o  waive homestead 
requ i rements  r e l a t i n g  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  homesteading i n  e f f e c t  p r i o r  t o  
January  9 ,  1978. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE: 

S e c t i o n  1. S h o r t  T i t l e .  T h i s  A c t  s h a l l  be known and may be c i t e d  

as t h e  "Homestead Waiver Act of 1980". 

S e c t i o n  2. F ind ings  and Purpose.  

( a )  The L e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  t h a t  a l a r g e  number of 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  homestead a p p l i c a n t s  and o t h e r  occupan ts  of p u b l i c  

l ands  were a u t h o r i z e d  by p r e v i o u s  government o f f i c i a l s  t o  e n t e r  

p u b l i c  l a n d s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  purposes  w i t h o u t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

homestead permi t s .  

(b) The L e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e s e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

homestead a p p l i c a n t s  and o t h e r  occupan ts  o f  p u b l i c  l ands  cannot  

r e c e i v e  t h e s e  l a n d s  i n  f e e  s imple  because  of requ i rements ,  

l i m i t a t i o n s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  homesteads 

i n  e f f e c t  p r i o r  t o  January  9 ,  1978. 

( c )  The L e g i s l a t u r e  f u r t h e r  f i n d s  t h a t  many i n d i v i d u a l  

pe rsons  have used p u b l i c  l ands  c o n t i n u o u s l y  f o r  o v e r  f i f t e e n  

y e a r s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  purposes wi thou t  any a g r i c u l t u r a l  

homestead permi t  o r  governmental  a u t h o r i z a t i o n .  

(d)  It i s  t h e  purpose  of t h i s  A c t  t o :  

(1)  P r o v i d e  t h e  Marianas P u b l i c  Land Corpora t ion  

w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  a u t h o r i t y  and f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  

waive requ i rements ,  l i m i t a t i o n s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  
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r e l a t i n g  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  homesteading i n  e f f e c t  

p r i o r  t o  January 9 ,  1978; and 

(2) Provide t h e  Marianas P u b l i c  Land Corporat ion with 

t h e  a u t h o r i t y  and f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  implement 

Article X I ,  Sec t ion  5 ( a )  of t h e  Cons t i t u t i on  of 

t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  r e l a t i n g  t o  

persons occupying pub l i c  lands f o r  over  f i f t e e n  

years  . 
Sect ion  3 .  Waiver of Homestead Requirements. The Marianas 

Publ ic  Land Corporat ion i s  hereby au thor ized  t o  waive any requirements ,  

l i m i t a t i o n s  o r  r egu la t i ons  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  homesteading 

program i n  e f f e c t  p r i o r  t o  January 9 ,  1978. Any person who can 

demonstrate continuous and a c t u a l  occupancy o r  u s e  of pub l i c  land f o r  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  purposes f o r  a per iod of f i f t e e n  yea r s  p r i o r  t o  January 9,  

1978 s h a l l  be l e g a l l y  e n t i t l e d  t o  a l l  t h e  r i g h t s  and i n t e r e s t s  of 

ownership of such land,  and t h e  Marianas Pub l i c  Land Corporat ion s h a l l  

convey such land by deed t o  any person who complies w i th  procedures 

and requirements f o r  g r an t ing  of deeds e s t a b l i s h e d  under Sec t ion  4 of 

t h i s  Act. 

Sec t ion  4.  Conveyance of Pub l i c  Lands - Limi t a t i ons  and 

Requirements . 
(a) The Marianas Publ ic  Land Corpora t ion  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  

t h e  procedures f o r  g r an t ing  deeds t o  persons  who have e s t ab l i shed  

continuous use of p u b l i c  lands f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i f t e e n  years  a s  of 

t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h e  Cons t i t u t i on .  
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(b) A person rece iv ing  a  deed under t h i s  Act s h a l l  be 

l im i t ed  t o  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  homestead l o t  t h a t  does no t  exceed 

t h e  land a r e a  al lowable a t  t h e  time t h e  land was en te red ,  

occupied and improved. 

Sec t ion  5. Rules and Regulat ions.  The Marianas Publ ic  Land 

Corporat ion s h a l l  publ i sh  i n  t h e  Commonwealth Reg i s t e r  proposed 

r egu la t i ons  t o  ca r ry  ou t  t h e  purposes of t h i s  Act. Not l e s s  than 

t h i r t y  days,  but  no t  more than fo r ty- f ive  days,  a f t e r  such pub l i ca t i on  

t h e  Corporat ion s h a l l ,  a f t e r  cons ide ra t i on  of any comments received 

from t h e  pub l i c ,  t ransmi t  such r egu la t i ons  i n  f i n a l  form t o  t h e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  approval ,  accompanied by such comments. The 

L e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  be deemed t o  have approved such r egu la t i ons ,  un l e s s  

e i t h e r  House of t h e  Leg i s l a tu re ,  w i th in  twenty days a f t e r  t he  d a t e  of 

r e c e i p t  of such t r a n s m i t t a l ,  passes  a  r e s o l u t i o n  disapproving such 

r egu la t i ons .  

Sec t ion  6. Homestead Laws S t i l l  i n  E f f ec t .  The waiver 

a u t h o r i z a t i o n  provided f o r  i n  Sec t ion  3 of t h i s  Act a p p l i e s  only t o  

persons e l i g i b l e  t o  acqu i r e  t i t l e  under t h e  p rov i s ions  of Sec t ion  4 of 

t h i s  Act. A l l  o t h e r  persons seeking t o  a c q u i r e  t i t l e  t o  land under 

Homestead permits  s h a l l  comply wi th  app l i cab l e  law, and the  Marianas 

Pub l i c  Land Corporat ion s h a l l  adhere t o  a l l  a p p l i c a b l e  laws of t h e  

Commonwealth i n  adminis te r ing  homes tead ing  programs. 

Sec t ion  7. Spec i a l  Homestead Procedures.  Notwithstanding any 

o t h e r  p rov i s ion  of law r e l a t i n g  t o  homestead r i g h t s  and procedures,  

any person who has  cont inuously occupied o r  possessed with permission 
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of t h e  government a  p a r c e l  of p u b l i c  l and ,  who began us ing  such l a n d  f o r  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  purposes p r i o r  t o  January  9 ,  1978, and who h a s  used such 

land con t inuous ly  f o r  such purpose  through t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h i s  

Act,  bu t  who h a s  n o t  been g r a n t e d  a homestead p e r m i t ,  s h a l l  be g r a n t e d  

an a g r i c u l t u r a l  homestead permi t  which s h a l l  be v a l i d  f o r  a l l  l e g a l  

purposes ,  i n c l u d i n g  a c q u i s i t i o n  of f r e e h o l d  t i t l e  upon complet ion of 

homestead requirements ,  as i f  i s s u e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  

l a w  r e l a t i n g  t o  homestead r i g h t s  and procedures .  T h i s  S e c t i o n  s h a l l  

app ly  t o  persons  who e n t e r e d  p u b l i c  l and  w i t h  any form of w r i t t e n  

pe rmiss ion  of t h e  government, i n c l u d i n g  r e v o c a b l e  p e r m i t s ,  but  n o t  

i n c l u d i n g  executed fixed- term lease agreements.  Th i s  S e c t i o n  s h a l l  

n o t  b e  cons t rued  t o  impa i r  t h e  i s s u a n c e  of homestead p e r m i t s  i n  t h e  

manner o therwise  provided by law. 

S e c t i o n  8. S e v e r a b i l i t y .  If any p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  Act o r  any 

r u l e  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  promulgated hereunder  o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of any 

such p r o v i s i o n ,  r u l e  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  t o  any p e r s o n  o r  c i rcumstances  s h a l l  

be h e l d  i n v a l i d ,  by a  c o u r t  of competent j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  t h e  remainder 

of t h i s  Act o r  any r u l e s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  promulgated pursuan t  t h e r e t o  

o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of such p r o v i s i o n s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  o r  r u l e s  t o  pe rsons  

o r  c i rcumstances  o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  t o  which i t  i s  h e l d  i n v a l i d ,  s h a l l  

n o t  be  a f f e c t e d  thereby.  
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1 S e c t i o n  9. E f f e c t i v e  Date. T h i s  Act s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  upon i ts  

2 a p p r o v a l  by t h e  Governor, o r  upon i t s  becoming law w i t h o u t  such approva l .  

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0  

11 

1 2  

13 

14  

15 

16  

17 

18 

0- 
C a r l o s  IS .  Camacho, 
~ o v e r n d r  
Commonwealth o f  t h e  Northern  Mariana 

Is l a n d s  
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