
SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE SENATE BILL 
NO. 2-23 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION, 1980 

- 

AN ACT 

To enab le  t h e  Department of Finance t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  S t a t e  P l an  f o r  t h e  
a c q u i s i t i o n  of Federal  Surp lus  Proper ty .  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE: 

Sec t ion  1. Surplus  Proper ty  Agency Designat ion.  The Department 

of Finance is  hereby des igna ted  as t h e  " S ta t e  Agency" f o r  t h e  purposes 

of subsec t ion  203(j)  of t h e  Federa l  Proper ty  and Adminis t ra t ive  

Se rv i ce s  Act of 1949, a s  amended, [40 U.S.C. 4 8 4 ( j ) ]  h e r e i n a f t e r  

r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  "The Federa l  Act". 

Sec t ion  2. Funct ions.  The D i r e c t o r  of Finance is  au tho r i zed  and 

empowered: 

( a )  To acqu i r e  from t h e  United S t a t e s  of America such 

proper ty  as i s  a l l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  Department of Finance pursuant  

t o  t h e  Federa l  Act;  

(b)  To warehouse such proper ty ;  and 

( c )  To d i s t r i b u t e  such proper ty  t o  those  e n t i t i e s  and 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  which m e e t  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  

such proper ty  under t h e  Federa l  Act,  o r  who may h e r e a f t e r  meet 

such qua1 i f  icat ions.  

Sec t ion  3. Ass i s t ance  t o  Appl ican ts .  The D i r e c t o r  of Finance is 

au tho r i zed  t o  d i ssemina te  in format ion  and a s s i s t  p o t e n t i a l  a p p l i c a n t s  

concerning t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of Federa l  s u r p l u s  r e a l  p rope r ty ,  t o  

o therwise  assist i n  t h e  process ing  of such a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  a c q u i s i t i o n  

of r e a l  and r e l a t e d  persona l  p roper ty  of t h e  United S t a t e s  under 

subsec t ion  203(k) of t h e  Federa l  A c t ,  [40 U.S.C. 484(k) ] ,  and t o  
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subsequent ly  a s s i s t  i n  a s su r ing  u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  proper ty .  

Sec t ion  4. Rules and Regulat ions.  Subjec t  t o  a p p l i c a b l e  law, t h e  

D i r e c t o r  of Finance may p r e s c r i b e  such r u l e s  and r egu la t i ons  a s  may be 

necessary  f o r  t he  e f f i c i e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h i s  Act o r  a s  may be 

requi red  by Federa l  l a w s  and r egu la t i ons .  

Sec t ion  5. C e r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  Act ions  and Reports .  The D i r e c t o r  of 

Finance may make t h e  necessary  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  under take  such a c t i o n ,  

and make such r e p o r t s  a s  may be  r equ i r ed  by Federa l  laws o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  

o r  which may o therwise  be necessary  t o  provide f o r  t h e  e f f i c i e n t  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h i s  Act.  

Sec t ion  6. Contract  and Cooperat ive Agreements. The Di r ec to r  of 

Finance may e n t e r  i n t o  c o n t r a c t s ,  and o t h e r  agreements f o r  and on behalf  

of t h e  Commonwealth of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s ,  inc lud ing  t h e  

coope ra t i ve  agreements w i th in  t h e  purview of subec t ion  203(n) of t h e  

Federal  A c t  [40 U.S.C. 484(n)]  wi th  Federa l  agenc ies ,  as w e l l  a s  

agreements wi th  o t h e r  SASP o r  groups and a s s o c i a t i o n s  t he reo f  which w i l l  

promote t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h i s  A c t .  

Sec t ion  7. Author i ty  t o  Acquire,  Hold, and Improve Proper ty .  The 

Di rec to r  of Finance may, s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of funds i n  t h e  

Spec i a l  Surp lus  Proper ty  Fund provided f o r  by Sec t ion  13 of t h i s  Act, 

a cqu i r e  and hold t i t l e  t o  r e a l  p rope r ty ,  make c a p i t a l  improvements 

t h e r e t o ,  and make advance payments of r e n t  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  c e n t e r s ,  

o f f i c e  space,  o r  o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  requi red  t o  c a r r y  ou t  t h e  func t ions  

of t h e  Department of Finance a s  h e r e i n  provided. 
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Sec t ion  8. Personnel .  The D i r e c t o r  of Finance is au thor ized  and 

empowered t o  appoin t  advisory  boards o r  committees, and t o  employ, under 

Pub l i c  Law No. 1-9 (The Northern Marianas C i v i l  Se rv i ce  Act of 19781, 

such o t h e r  personnel  a s  deemed necessary  and s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h i s  Act. 

Sec t ion  9. Clear ing  House. The D i r e c t o r  of Finance is au thor ized  

and empowered t o  a c t  a s  a  c l e a r i n g  house f o r  in format ion  f o r  t h e  

e n t i t i e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  which may be e l i g i b l e  t o  a c q u i r e  Federa l  

s u r p l u s  p rope r ty ,  and t o  a s s i s t ,  a s  necessary ,  such e n t i t i e s  and 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  ob t a in ing  such proper ty .  

Sec t ion  10. Cooperation with Federa l  Covernment, The D i r e c t o r  of 

Finance s h a l l ,  c o n s i s t e n t  with t h e  p rov i s ions  of t h i s  A c t ,  coopera te  

t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  wi th  t h e  departments  o r  agenc ies  of t h e  United 

S t a t e s  of America, f i l e  a  p l a n  of ope ra t i on  approved by t h e  Governor, 

ope ra t e  i n  accordance t he rewi th ,  and t a k e  such a c t i o n  a s  may be 

necessary  t o  meet t h e  s t anda rds  p re sc r ibed  by t h e  Federa l  A c t .  

S e c t i o n  11. Power t o  Delega te  Author i ty .  The D i r e c t o r  of Finance 

may d e l e g a t e  t o  any employee of t h e  Department of Finance such power 

and a u t h o r i t y  a s  h e  deems reasonable  and proper  f o r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h i s  Act. 

Sec t ion  12. Transfer  Charges. The D i r e c t o r  of Finance may a s s e s s  

a  s e r v i c e  and handl ing charge o r  f e e  f o r  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  warehousing, 

d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  o r  t r a n s f e r  of any Federa l  su rp lus  p rope r ty ,  w i t h i n  

l i m i t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by Federa l  law, which charge o r  f e e  s h a l l  be l i m i t e d  

t o  t h a t  reasonably r e l a t e d  t o  t he  c o s t s  of c a r e  and handl ing i n  r e s p e c t  
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t o  i ts  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  r e c e i p t ,  warehousing, d i s t r i b u t i o n  o r  t r a n s f e r  by 

t h e  Department of Finance and, i n  t h e  ca se  of r e a l  p roper ty ,  such 

charges and f e e s  s h a l l  be l im i t ed  t o  t h e  reasonable  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s  

of t h e  Department of Finance incur red  i n  e f f e c t i n g  t r a n s f e r .  

Sec t ion  13. Spec i a l  Surp lus  Proper ty  Fund. 

( a )  There is  hereby e s t a b l i s h e d  a  fund t o  be  known as t h e  

"Special  Surp lus  Proper ty  Fund" which s h a l l  be maintained s e p a r a t e  

and a p a r t  from any o t h e r  funds from t h e  Commonwealth of t h e  

Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  and independent records  and accounts  

thereof  s h a l l  be maintained i n  connect ion therewi th .  

(b)  A l l  app rop r i a t i ons  made f o r  t h e  purpose of implementing 

t h i s  Act s h a l l  be  depos i ted  w i t h i n  t h e  Spec i a l  Fund. A l l  r e c e i p t s  

from charges  and f e e s  assessed  pursuant  t o  S e c t i o n  12 of t h i s  A c t  

s h a l l  a d d i t i o n a l l y  be  p laced  i n  t h e  S p e c i a l  Fund. A l l  d eb t s ,  

l i a b i l i t i e s ,  o b l i g a t i o n s ,  and ope ra t i ng  expenses incur red  pursuant  

t o  t h i s  Act s h a l l  be paid t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r  of Finance from s a i d  

funds . 
( c )  The D i r e c t o r  of Finance s h a l l  render  q u a r t e r l y  t o  t h e  

Governor and t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a  s ta tement  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  

f i n a n c i a l  cond i t i on  of t h e  Spec i a l  Fund and a  f i n a n c i a l  s ta tement  

of ope ra t i ons  of t h e  s a i d  S p e c i a l  Fund f o r  t h e  per iod  covered. 

Sec t  ion  14. Author iza t ion  f o r  Appropriat ion.  There is  hereby 

au tho r i zed  t o  be  appropr ia ted  t o  t h e  Spec i a l  Fund such sums a s  may be 

necessary  t o  c a r r y  out  t h e  p rov i s ions  of t h i s  Act. 
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1 Section 15. Effective Date. This Act s h a l l  take e f f e c t  upon its 

2 approval by the Governor, or upon i t s  becoming law without such 

3 approval. 
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11 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands 
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