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A LOCAL ACT

To prevent the spread of LANTANA CAMARA to the island
of Rota, and providing penalties for deliberate
I ntroduction of the plant to the flora of Rota; and
for other purposes.

BE |IT ENACTED BY THE FIRST SENATCR AL DI STRICT PURSUANT TO

CHAPTER 4 OF DOMISION 1 OF TITLE 1 &F THE COWONWEALTH CCDE:
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Section 1. Short Title. This Act may be cited as the

"Lantana Camara Control Act of 199%0".

Section 2. Findings and Purpose. The Legislature finds
that the Lantana Camara, a nmenber of the Famly Verbenaceae,
al t hough havi ng consi derabl e ornanental value in tenperate
zones, is easily controlled and poses no threat to |oca
ecosystens, in the tropics and especially in the pacific
r egi on. It has beconme one of the Wrld s top ten worst
noxi ous weeds and poses serious problens in these areas. The
Lantana Canmara grows rapidly in the tropics, forns bushy
t hi ckets and kil ls neighboring plants due to its allelopathic
properties; additionally, atoxic effect of the Lantana Canara
causes photosensitization in various animals. The plants
contain a photodynam c substance which, when ingested by
donestic animals, sensitizes themto light so that they may
devel op serious synptons often resulting in death after
exposure to strong sunlight. The Lantana Camara is currently
a serious problemin the pastures of Tinian and Sai pan and in
all cleared areas of Aguijan. The island of Rota is,
according to recent conpetent surveys, free of the noxious
weed, and it is the desire of the Legislature that strong
measur es be taken to continue to keep Rota free of the Lantana

Canar a.
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Section 3. Prohibition. Entry of any seeds, roots,
seedlings, fruit or any other part of the plant known as
Lantana Camara, L. Var. Aculeate, into the island of Rota is
prohi bited. Conspi cuous signboards shall be posted at the
entry "arrival" gates at the Rota Airport and at the exit
"departure" gates from the Saipan International A rport to
provi de notice of the prohibition.

Section 4. Penal ty. Any person found guilty of
attenpting to bring any matter pertaining to the Lantana
Camara and described in Section 2 of this Act into the island
of Rota or who is aiding or abetting such act shall be guilty
of a m sdeneanor and fined five thousand dollars or serve a
prison term of no nore than one year and no |less than three
nont hs or bot h.

Section 5. Rules and Requl ations. The Director of the
Departnment of Natural Resources shall within 90 days of the
effective date of this Act, promulgate such rules and
regul ati ons necessary for effective enforcenent of this Act.

Section 6. Severability. |f any section of this Act or
any regul ation issued under the authority of this Act should
be declared invalid or unenforceable by a court of conpetent
jurisdiction, the judicial determnation shall not affect the
validity of the Act or regulations as a whole, or any part
thereof, other than the particular part declared invalid or

unenf or ceabl e.
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1 Section 7. Effective Date. This Act shall take effect

2 upon its approval by the Governor, or upon its becomng |aw

3 wthout such approval.

CERTI FI ED BY:
PAUL A. MANGLON JOSEPH S. INOS
Chai r man Pre\fld nt of the Senate
Rata Legislative Delegation
SFP2 /21D this /5 day of VO, 1991.

—
LOEEH;O/TT DE LEON GUERRERO

Governor
Commonweal th of the Northern Mariana |slands






