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ROTA LOCEL ILAW NO. 7-2

SEVENTH NORTHERN MARI ANAS SENATE LOCAL BILL
COWONVEALTH LEGQ SLATURE N _7-5, SDI

SI XTH SPECI AL SESSI O\, 1990

A LOCAL ACT
FOR THE FI RST SENATORI AL DI STRI CT ( ROTA)

To establish the Rota cockfighting Board to regul ate
cockfighting in the rFirst senatorial District; and for
ot her purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE FIRST SENATORIAL DISTRICT OF ROTA
PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 4 OF DIVISION 1 OF TITLE 1 OF THE
COVMONVEALTH CCDE:

Section 1 Source of lesal Authority. This Act is

enacted pursuant tothe authority found in Article II, 96 of
the Commonweal th Constitution; Title 1, CMC, Dvision 1,
Chapter 4, §si1402a)(9) .

Section 2. Short Title. This Act nmay be known and

cited as the "Rota Cockfighting Act of 1990".

Section 3. Cockfiahting Board Forned; Term

Conpensati on; Renoval ; Qualifications.

(a) There is hereby established for the First
Senatorial District (Rota) a GCockfighting Board,
hereinafter referred to as the "Board". The Board
shal | be conposed of three(3) nenbers appointed by the
Mayor of Rota with the advice and consent of the Rota
Muni ci pal Counci | .

(b) Board menbers shall serve a term of (2)
years.

(c) Board nenbers shall serve without pay, but
shall be reinbursed for reasonable and necessary
expenses incurred in the performance of their duties

pursuant to 1 CMC §8247.
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(d) Any Board menber nay be renoved by t he Mayor
on the grounds of gross negl ect of duty, conviction of
a felony, or mental or physical incapacity.

(e) Inadditionto other qualificationsrequired
by law (1 CMC s2s01, P.L. 1-8, as nodified), Board
meanbers shall be registered voters of the First
Senatorial D strict, and shall not be holders of a
cockfighting franchi selicense or areferee established
by this Act.

(£)y The mayor shall request the Legislature to
appropriate funds to be expended by the Board for the
pur pose of inplenmenting this Act.

Section 4. Duties of Board: Rules and Requlations:

D sputes; cockfighting Referee. The Board shall have all

powers reasonably necessary and incidental to the
fulfillment of its purposes and duties, including but not
limted to the foll ow ng:

(a) To render assistance to organi zations and
i ndividualsinterested inthe pronotion of a better and
ef ficient cockfight.

(b) To pronulgate rules and regul ati ons
pertaining to the organization of the Board and to
cockfighting and cockfi ght gam ng, as may be necessary
to enable the Board to carry out the intent of this
local Act. Such regul ations shall be consistent with
Commonweal th | aw

(c) To receive, review, and decide any dispute
arising fromcockfighting, including but not limtedto

t he revocation of a franchi se license granted pursuant
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to this Act. The decisions of the Board shall be
final, except that an aggrieved party may seek review
of the Board' s decision in a court of conpetent
jurisdiction by filing an action in such court within
thirty (30) days of the Board' s final decision.

(d) Tolicense the referee who shall performsuch
duties as the Board, by regul ation, may prescribe.

(e) To designate, by regulations, the tinme,
hours, and permissible location of cockfight gam ng
activities.

Section 5. Franchise: Termof License.

(a) The Board shall issue a cockfighting
franchise license to the highest, responsibl e bidder,
who is shown t o possess a m ni mumof two fighting cocks
and taking into consideration the local preference
created by this Act.

(b) The exclusive franchise |license to operate a
cockfight business shall be for aninitial fifteen year
franchi se wit h subsequent ternms linited to three years.

(c) The successful bi dder of a franchi se license,
upon bei ng awarded t he franchi se | i cense, shall design
and construct a building for cockfighting purposes on
public lands and the design shall be approved by the
Board and the Rota Public Wrks in direct consultation
with the Mayor. The land and buil ding shall be the
property of the Commonweal th under the jurisdiction of
t he Mayor but shall be | eased to t he franchi se |icensee
during the termof the franchi se unl ess the franchise

license is revoked as provided herein.
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(d) The franchise licensee shall enploy and pay
the salary of the referee.

Section 6. Notice of Bids for Franchise. Noti ce of

invitation to bid for the anard of a franchise license to
operate a cockfight shall be rel eased by the Mayor's office
and made public, with copies of the notice posted at public
bui | dings and other conspicuous places and placed in a
newspaper of general circulation in the Conmonweal th, to
appear in three consecutive issues. Except for the first
year in which this Act becones effective, such notice shall
be posted and published, starting 45 days before the
expiration of the existing franchise.

Section 7. Bid Procedure; Mninmum Bid: Tine of

pPavment; local Preference.

(a) Except for the first year in which this |aw
becones effective, bids must be submtted on or before
15 days fromthe expiration of an existing franchise.
Each bid shall be seal ed and acconpani ed by a deposit
of twenty percent (20% of the total anount of the bid,
in the form of cash, postal or express noney order,
cashier's check or certified check, or bank draft,
payable to a public officer or enployee to be
desi gnated by regul ati on of the Board.

(b) The nmininum bid which shall be received or
accepted for a franchi se license shall be $3,000. Any
bid which fails to conply with any of the terns and
conditions as provided herein or by regulation of the
Board, and submit a proposal/draft design of the
cockfighting structure and estimate of costs of such,

shall be considered null and voi d.
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(c) Paynent of the cockfighting license by the
successful bidder must be nade within 10 days after the
opening and award of the franchise license by the
Board. The nethod of paynent shall be t he sane as t hat
desi gnated for deposits.

(d) Al bid deposits of ali unsuccessful bidders
shall be returned to said bidders. |If the successful
bidder fails to make full and final paynment in the
manner and time provided by this Act, the Board
reserves the right to award the franchise license to
the second or succeeding, highest, and responsible
bi dder. Any deposit may by the original successful
bi dder shall be forfeited and proceeds applied as
provi ded by | ocal revenue | aw

(e) Al bids shall be publicly opened and
announced by the Board. The hour and pl ace of opening
bi ds shall be stated in the notice of invitation to
bi d.

(f) The Board reserves the right, by majority
vote, toreject any or all bids for good cause; to make
further invitations for bids in the same manner as the
original invitation; towaiveimaterial irregularities
inthe bidding process; and to enter into a contract to
let the franchise, without further invitation, if no
bid is received on the first invitation.

(g) Inawardingthe franchise |license, the Board
shall give preference to United States citizens or
lawfully admtted pernanent residents, or to firns

whi ch are 75% owned by u.s. citizens or lawfully
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US citizen or lawfully admtted pernanent resident
must not be less than 20% of the bid by those not
eligible for this preference.

Section 8 Revocation of Franchise License. Upon

a hearing provided by the Board, the Board, by najority
vote, may revoke a franchise license, if it finds the
franchi se has violated any provisions of this Act, or
viol ated or all owed viol ati on of any ot her Muni ci pal or

Commonwealth |laws, in the operation of cockfighting

activities.

Section 9. Wagers. Al wagering shall be done at the
prem se designated by the Board in the franchise |license.
Wagering shall not be conducted in any pl ace ot her than that
desi gnat ed by the Board.

Section 10. Mnors Not to wager or Enter Prem ses.

M nors under eighteen (18) years of age shall be prohibited
fromentering the premise allowed for cockfighting, unless
acconpani ed by an adult. Under no circunstances shall
nm nors wager.

Section 11. Repeal. Any rmuni ci pal  ordi nance
i nconsistent with the provisions of this Act is hereby
r epeal ed.

Section 12. Severability. |If any provisions of this
Act shall be held invalid by a court of conpetent
jurisdiction, the remainder of this Act shall not be

af fect ed t hereby.
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1 Section 13. Effective Date. This Act shall take

2 effect upon its approval by the Governor, or upon its

3 becoming law without such approval .

CERTI FI ED BY:
PAUD-A. MANGLONA J4SEPH S. INOS
Chairman Pradsident of the Senate
Rota{Legislative Delegation

%/.m)w"/ this 225 day of /77/7 , 1991.

AU T —— T
ENZO I DE LEON GUERRERO
G noxr
Commonweal th of the Northern Mariana |sl ands






