
TITLE 8: FAMILY LAW AND PROBATE 
DIVISION 1: DOMESTIC RELATIONS 

§ 19121.  Petitions to Contest Withholding or to Modify, Suspend, Terminate, or Correct 

Income Withholding Notices Registered in the CNMI. 

(a) When an obligor files a petition to contest withholding, the tribunal, after due notice to all parties, 

shall hear the matter as soon as practicable and shall enter an order granting or denying relief, ordering 

service of an amended income withholding notice, where applicable, or otherwise resolving the matter.  

(b) The tribunal shall deny the obligor’s petition if the tribunal finds that when the income withholding 

notice was mailed, sent by facsimile transmission or other electronic means, or placed for personal 

delivery to or service on the payor: 

(1) A delinquency existed; or 

(2) The parties’ written agreement providing an alternative arrangement to immediate 

withholding under 8 CMC § 19105(a) no longer ensured payment of support. 

(c) At any time, an obligor, obligee, Clerk of the Superior Court, or public office may petition the 

tribunal to: 

(1) Modify, suspend or terminate the income withholding notice because of a modification, 

suspension or termination of the underlying order for support; or 

(2) Modify the amount of income to be withheld to reflect payment in full or in part of the 

delinquency or arrearage by income withholding or otherwise; or 

(3) Suspend the income withholding notice because of an inability to deliver income withheld to 

the obligee due to the obligee’s failure to provide a mailing address or other means of delivery. 

(d) At any time an obligor may petition the tribunal to correct a term contained in an income 

withholding notice to conform to that stated in the underlying order for support for: 

(1) The amount of current support; 

(2) The amount of the arrearage; 

(3) The periodic amount for payment of the arrearage; or 

(4) The periodic amount for payment of the delinquency. 

(e) The obligor, obligee or public office shall serve on the payor, in the manner provided for service of 

income withholding notices in 8 CMC § 19109, a copy of any order entered pursuant to this Article that 

affects the duties of the payor. 

(f) At any time, a public office or Clerk of the Superior Court may serve a notice on the payor to: 

(1) Cease withholding of income for payment of current support for a child when the support 

obligation for that child has automatically ceased under the order for support through emancipation 

or otherwise; or  

(2) Cease withholding of income for payment of delinquency or arrearage when the delinquency 

or arrearage has been paid in full. 

(g) The notice provided for under subsection (f) of this section shall be served on the payor in the 

manner provided for service of income withholding notices in 8 CMC § 19109, and a copy shall be 

provided to the obligor and the obligee. 

(h) The income withholding notice shall continue to be binding upon the payor until service of an 

amended income withholding notice or any order of the tribunal or notice entered or provided for under 

this section. 

Source: PL 14-34, § 23, modified; redesignated by PL 20-22 § 5 (Oct. 6, 2017), modified. 

Commission Comment: The Commission inserted the proper codified section referenced in 

subsections (b)(2), (e), and (g) above pursuant to its authority by 1 CMC § 3806(d). 

http://www.cnmilaw.org/pdf/public_laws/14/pl14-34.pdf
http://www.cnmilaw.org/pdf/public_laws/20/pl20-22.pdf
http://www.cnmilaw.org/pdf/cmc_section/T1/3806.pdf
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In codifying PL 20-22, the Commission renumbered 8 CMC § 1592 pursuant to 1 CMC § 3806(a). The 

Commission changed “8 CMC § 1575(a)” to “8 CMC § 19105(a)” in (b)(2) and “8 CMC § 1579” to “8 

CMC § 19109” in (e) and (g) pursuant to 1 CMC § 3806(c). The Commission changed “this Act” to “this 

chapter” in (e) pursuant to 1 CMC § 3806(d). 

To accommodate the codification of PL 20-47 (Mar. 16, 2018), the Commission created Article 1 (§§ 

19101–19122) pursuant to 1 CMC § 3806(b) and changed “chapter” to “Article” pursuant to 1 CMC § 

3806(d).  
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